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Volunteers Vital To Ridding Our Forests of Refrigerators, Old Tires

Surrounded by just-collected
rusted appliances, bags of house-
hold garbage, tires and other dis-
carded waste, Ada Takacs, coor-
dinator of the Department of
Natural Resources Adopt-a-
Forest program, checks another
illegal dump site off her list.

There are 765 known major
trash sites on public land in
Michigan," Ms. Takacs said. "But
with nearly seven million acres
out there in just the northern half
of our state, there probably are
more we haven't discovered yet."

To get a better fix on new loca-
tions, DNR conservation officers
are using the automatic vehicle
locators (AVL) in their patrol
vehicles to track trash. The AVL,
which use global positioning sys-
tem technology, enable the offi-
cers to identify their position and
transmit it to the Law

Enforcement Communications
Center in Lansing.
Whether responding to a

report of illegal dumping or dis-
covered while they are on patrol,
COs can "drop a marker" on trash
found on public land, and be able
to return to that location at a later
time.

Once their investigation is
completed, officers can radio the
DNR's Report all Poaching hot-
line and provide details, such as
amount and type of trash found as
well as any special disposal
needs. The RAP unit creates a
map and e-mails the information
to Ms. Takacs for addition to the
state's "orphan” site list.

"The GPS technology enables
us to map and track these sites
much faster than before,” Ms.
Takacs said. "We're then able to
get the word out to our volunteer
groupsin the area, asking them to

10,000 volunteers
have spent more
than 66,000 hours
torid public
forests of illegally
dumped trash.

help remove the illegally dumped
trash before the piles multiply."

She said 25 percent of all
orphan sites are cleaned up each
year.

Each spring, she sends indi-
vidual county lists to more than
1,000 volunteer groups, including
community service worker pro-
grams, seeking their help in
removing trash from public lands.

Over the past 16 years, she has
seen it all.

"Tires, cars, trucks, boats,
appliances, sofas, toilets, building
materials, you name it, we've got
it in our forests," she said.
"People even have been known to
give directions based on trash
locations: Turn left at the rusty
refrigerator.”

Since 1991, Adopt-a-Forest
volunteers have removed more
than 13,000 pickup truck loads of
illegally dumped household trash
from nearly 1.2 million acres of
public land, recycling more than
half of it.

Nearly 56,000 tires have been
removed. Placed in a line, these
tires would stretch 23 miles and
cover all four lanes of the
Mackinac Bridge, with 8,000
tires left over.

The success of the Adopt-a-
Forest program can't be measured
simply by cubic yards of trash. It
also must recognize the outstand-
ing efforts of the more than
10,000 volunteers who have spent
more than 66,000 hours to rid
public forest lands of illegally
dumped trash.

"The volunteers are vital to
cleaning up Michigan's forests,"
Ms. Takacs said. "They give their
time and money to protect the
value of our forests.”

Rich Moffit and Darin Hawes,
social studies teachers at
Grayling High School, started a
forest cleanup effort in the area
behind the school in 2004. With
the help of the DNR and several
parents to provide supervision,
200 students removed more than
60 cubic yards of trash and
loaded refrigerators, tires, and a
big pile of scrap metal to be recy-
cled.

"It was an eye-opening experi-
ence for our kids," Mr. Moffit
said. "Most of them were not
aware of the problem, but follow-
ing the clean up, nearly all of

Ada Takacs is the coordinator of the DNR's Adopt-a-Forest pro-
gram. " Millions of people ventureinto our state forests each year to
enjoy scenic beauty and recreational activities,” she says. “ Our visi-
tors should be able to do that without stepping around refrigerators
and old tires." (DNR photo by David Kenyon)

Local EffOI’tS Seventeen volunteers helped clean up garbage illegally thrown in the

forests near Castle Rock Road and East Lake May 7. Volunteersincluded (front row, from left)
Tina Aldetson, Joshua St. Martin, Chris St. Martin, Nicole St. Martin, Barb Merchand; (second
row) Dan Dean, Crissy Peck, Bill King, Tom Briggs, Kati Stanley; (third row) Kirt Stage-
Harvey, L ouie Colegrove, Joe Hart, Steve Christiansen, Dane Christiansen, and Kent Hanett.
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them pledged to never dump trash
in the woods."

This spring, the students col-
lected another 40 yards of trash
from four different forest areas.

"We even returned to last
year's cleanup site to make sure it
was maintained," said Mr.
Hawes. "We're happy to report
that we found only two small
dump sites in the area the kids
had cleaned up last year. It was
less than one pickup load."

Mr. Moffit said the program

reinforces the concepts of citizen
involvement and public participa-
tion which the students learn at
school.

"The program also gives the
kids a real sense of accomplish-
ment," he said. "They are proud
of their efforts, and it's great to
see the kids work together as a
team in cleaning up the various
sites."

The Adopt-a-Forest program is
sponsored  jointly by the
Michigan Coalition for Clean

Great Food!! Great Service!!
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Sun., June 19", 48p.m.
Country Side

WELCOME FOR
FATHER'S DAY

Special Combo *15%

Order Prime Rib or Porterhouse Steak
And Take Your Choice of Shrimp Skewers,
Perch, Whitefish, Walleye With It!

Dinner Includes Choice of Potato & Salad

Bikers & ATVs Welcome

Lunch & Dinner
Specials Daily

Big FisH FRIDAY SPECIALS

WHITEFISH
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT *9.99

WALLEYE
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT *12.99

PERCH
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT *15.99
Served with Choice of potato and salad

Catering Available 643-1156

Pizza Delivery
Phone

643-1156

SATURDAY SPECIALS
SHRIMP
1LB*14.95
ALL-You-Can-Eat *18.95

PRIME RIB
REG. cUT *15.95

KING cuT *17.95
Served with choice of potato and salad

Happy Hour Everyday

4-7 PM.

Be Smart!! Don’t Drink & Drive!!
Let Our FREE Shuttle Take You Home!

M-123, Moran - (906) 643-1156
Open 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. + We Accept All Major Credit Cards

SAVE 40”

5 pcs. or more

Forests, which includes the DNR,
the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality, the U.S.
Forest Service, the Michigan
Forest Resource Alliance, and
many private organizations.

For more information, visit the
MCCF Web site at www.clean-
forests.org. Individuals who
would like to report a dumpsite
on public land or obtain a list of
trash sites in their area can con-
tact Ada Takacs at (989) 275-
5151, ext. 2049, or e-mail: takac-
sa@michigan.gov.

Individual Pieces

SAVE 25%
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Mon.-Fri. 9 to 5 - Sat. 10 to 2 - (906) 643-8311
FREE PARKING - FREE DELIVERY

20 S. State St.
ST. IGNACE
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You’ll Save
BIG in Cheboygan
During Our...
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2005 Chevy Avalanche - silver, loaded, 3,500 miles, Stk#6149
2005 GMC Yukon XL - side steps, leather, rear audio, CD, Stk#5909
2005 Pontiac G6 GT - remote start, leather, heated, Stk#5911
2004 Pontiac Grand AM- V6, loaded,. Summit White, Stk#5888
\ 2004 GMC Sierra - Reg. cab, V-8, 2-Wheel Drive, Blue, 900 miles Stk#6053
2004 Tahoe LS - white 8 passenger seating
2004 Chevy Silverado - green, Leather, Ext. Cab, 16,000 miles, Stk#6113
2004 Pontiac Bonneville - silver, 15,000 miles, Stk# 6141
2003 Chevy Suburban - Z71, quads, stationwagon, moon, Stk#6039
2003 GMC Sierra - Leather, heated seats, loaded, diesel, Stk#6022
2003 GMC Sierra 4x4 - crew cab, 3/4 ton SLE, 6 liter engine red, Stk#6142
2003 Buick Park Avenue Ultra - loaded, pearl white, 34,000 miles, Stk# 6139
2003 Chevy Silverado - 1/2 ton ext. cab, leather & loaded, sport red
2002 Pontiac Grand Prix GT - 4 door, silver, Leather, Sunroof
2002 Pontiac Sunfire - 4 door, silver, Stk#6077
2002 Chevrolet Trailblazer - 4x4, bright red, LS, cloth, loaded Stk#5984
2002 Buick Le Sabre - custom, loaded, 50,00 miles, silver
2000 GMC Yukon SLT - Leather, Moonroof, White, 30,000 miles
2000 Cadillac Deville - blue, heated leather seats, Stk#6135
2000 Chevy Silverado - reg. cab, 4x4, 4.8L, V-8 Pewter, Stk#6143
1997 GMC C6500 - 16’ Flatbed, 6500 series , Stk#6005
1996 Chevy Tahoe - cloth, silver, loaded, Stk#6040
1994 Buick Le Sabre - custom, loaded, beige, Stk#6118
1994 Chevy Silverado - reg. cab, black, Stk#6154
1995 GMC Sierra - Reg. Cab, SLE, 4x4

All New Location ¢ State of the Art Facility
"Come Ard Warch Us Grow!™ 877-888-5669
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$32,995
$34,995
$19,995
$10,995
$19,995
$23,900
$25,995
$18,900
. .$28,995
$29,995
$26,995
$24,995
$19,995
$13,595

Was $36,766 . ..
Was $22,995 ...
Was $12,966 . ..
Was $23,995 ...

. .$16,995
$13,995
$21,995
$12,995
$10,995
$19,996
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