
By Ryan Schlehuber
Visitors to St. Ignace soon will be

able to enjoy a stroll through down-
town while learning about the com-
munity’s history with the aid of a
walking tour guide being completed
by Michilimackinac Historical
Society.

Society President Keith
Massaway announced at the organi-
zation’s regular meeting Thursday,
June 9, that the guide booklet com-
mittee is continuing to gather histor-
ical information and meets every
Thursday afternoon at the St. Ignace
Library.

Thirty-one red, numbered
plaques will be posted in St. Ignace,
with Kiwanis Park as the starting
point. Along the tour, attention will
be directed to various historical
aspects of St. Ignace, including lum-
bering at the Mill Slip, fishing, ships
of the Great Lakes, French fur
traders, and boat building. Mr.
Massaway said participants will also
learn about specific places in town,
such as the old Chief Wawatam
dock, the former Northern Hotel,
and the tall ship Roseway that will
be moored in St. Ignace this sum-
mer.

“The purpose of this project is to
refresh and educate the community
about the wealth of history St.
Ignace has,” said Mr. Massaway. “It
will also educate our tourists and get
them exposed to downtown, which,
in turn, could help revitalize our

businesses.”
The booklets

will be sold in
St. Ignace, with
the price and lo-
cation for sales
yet to be decid-
ed.

The histori-
cal society will
be involved
with the Cul-
turama 2005 fall
event with
Michigan State
University Ex-
tension to creat
an event thi.s
year that em-
phasizes the
French voya-
geur and fur
trade era. The
historical socie-
ty is booking a
r e e n a c t o r s
group of the 52nd Scottish High-
landers for Culturama. Mr.
Massaway said there may be as
many as 100 soldiers encamped by
the Mackinac Bridge.

Lighthouse History Explored
at Mackinaw City

At the society’s June 9 meeting,
Steve Brisson, chief curator for
Mackinac State Historic Parks, pre-
sented a lecture on the history of Old
Mackinac Point Lighthouse and its
keepers in Mackinaw City. The

lighthouse, built in 1892, is under-
going a $2.5 million restoration
project that is expected to be com-
pleted in 2009. It was opened as a
public exhibit last year.

The lighthouse is being restored
to its 1910 condition, a time before
modern electronic communications.
Since its reopening last year, its
roof, interior walls, and floors have
been finished and an old barn has
been moved back to its original spot
after being used for storage at a
nearby site for many years. Finished
just last week, said Mr. Brisson, was
the re-installation of a picket fence
around the property.

The most expensive part of the
restoration process will be replacing
the brick exterior of the lighthouse
building, said Mr. Brisson, which
will cost $1 million. 

The restoration process is now
part of the tour of the lighthouse. It
features interactive and interpretive
displays, which tell a story of the
artifacts on display and describe the
lifestyles of the light keepers and the
conditions in which they worked. 

Visitors can climb the tower to
where the Fresnel lens used to beam

its light to oncoming ships. The lens
was invented in 1822 by a French
physicist and is now on loan from
the United States Coast Guard and is
displayed next door in the fog sta-
tion-turned-museum store.

Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse
served as a beacon for the state fer-
ries crossing between Mackinaw
City and St. Ignace. It was rendered
obsolete in 1957 with the opening of
the Mackinac Bridge. 

The lighthouse had four keepers
and families during its existence as a
federally owned facility. George
Marshall, the son of the longest-
serving sergeant at Fort Mackinac
on Mackinac Island, was lighthouse
keeper from 1890 to 1919.

Mr. Marshall’s son, James, then
served from 1919 to 1940. Henrick
Olsen was the third lighthouse keep-
er. He held the post from 1941 to
1951, while John Campbell, whose
son, Dick, lives down the street
from the lighthouse, was the last
lighthouse keeper, serving from
1951 to 1957, when the lighthouse
was decommissioned.

A lighthouse keeper’s duties
were to tend to the light, clean the
lens every five hours, cut wood,
wash floors, and paint, which, said
Mr. Brisson, took most of the keep-
er’s time. 

With new technology came new
responsibilities for the keepers, such
as mowing lawn with a gas-fueled
lawn mower and operating the radio
beacon, which began in 1938 and
was used for general navigation for
railroad car and automobile ferries.

The Mackinac Island State Park
Commission purchased the 150-foot
by 166-foot property from the
United States General Services
Administration for $600 in 1960. It
was converted into a museum and
campground, which was then
known as the Michilimackinac
Marine Park. Camping was elimi-
nated from the property in 1972.

By the 1980s, said Mr. Brisson,
the lighthouse was showing its age
and was closed down owing to the
Park Commission’s tight budget.

Restoration began in 1999.

Renae Reich, Matt Stewart, Kristen
Schmitigal, Kourtlyn Esslin, Caitlin
Mortinsen, Tony DiMartino, and
Jenna Offenbecker.

Desktop Publishing: Kristi Hill,
Erin Walker, Emily Lamb, LaTara
Hart, Stephanie Savoie, and Amy
Bawks.

Computer Programming: Kip
Cline, Lindsay Bawks, Marie
Snider, Eddie Arbic, Clayton
Peffers, and Cory Maleski.

Physical Education: Caleb Sims,
Carolyn Lantzy, Peter Merchand,
Alanna Wojnaroski, Nic Raden,
Keshia McKinney, Toby Kibble,
and Kaylynn Portice.

Woodworking: Kurt Hanna,
Chris Thompson, David Scheffler,
Pat Savoie, Mike Jeffson, Kurt
Harrison, and Jordan Potter.

Art: Katelynn Walker and Krista
Harlan.

Band: Judy Bishop, Alicia
Bjunes, Jordan Ernst, Josh Horner,
Joe Jenkins, Emily Lamb, Shannon
Lewis, Brian McDonald, Janna

Pisarski, Kaylynn Portice, Nic
Raden, Michelle Raynard, Matt
Rose, Erin Walker, Katelyn Walker,
Alanna Wojnaroski, Keenan
Wojnaroski, and Amanda Zambron.

Drama: Brendan Adair, Judy
Bishop, Alicia Bjunes, Chris
Bosley, Jordan Hatfield, Liz
Johnson, Toby Kibble, Emily
Lamb, Chelsey O'Connor, Janna
Pisarski, Matt Stewart, Erin Walker,
Nathan Miller, George Hart, and
Kaylynn Portice.

FCCLA (Family, Community,
and Career Leaders OF America)
Chapter Officer Awards:

President Lindsey Harrison;
Secretary Jaimi Miller; Treasurer
Gail King; Historian Kristi Hill;
Vice-President of Membership
George Hart; Vice-President of
Freshmen Matt Rose; Vice-Pres-
ident of Power of One Amy
Bawks; Vice-President of
Participation Michelle Nettleton;
Vice-President of Travel Donna
Crawford; Vice-President of
Community Service Kaylynn
Portice, and Vice President of
Nominations Stephanie Savoie.

Page 10 THE ST. IGNACE NEWS Thursday, June 16, 2005

CEDARVILLE – 3 BR, 2bath complete-
ly furnished house. 142’ of sandy
beach. 2 decks & great sauna. Views of
Cedarville Channel & Big LaSalle
Island. (04-93365) Reduced! $310,000

DETOUR – Comfortable home on the
north end of Sims St. across from the
St. Mary’s River. 4 BR, 2.5 bath.  4 lots.
(05-482) $62,000

COLDWELL BANKER SCHMIDT REALTORS

HOMES & CABINS

BREVORT – 2 BR, 1 bath cottage on
Brevort - walk across the road to your
private dock & enjoy swimming, fishing
& boating on this “all sports” lake.
(93753) Reduced! $125,000 
ST. IGNACE – Country living 2BR,
1bath chalet home - perfect for a retire-
ment home or your U.P. getaway! (05-
296) $125,000
TROUT LAKE – 3 BR, 2 bath home in
like new condition on nicely landscaped
150x155 lot. Detached 2 car garage &
8x12 storage building. (93695)
$110,000
CEDARVILLE – Well maintained home,
conveniently located. Large kitchen has
built in buffet. Cozy fireplace. Lots of
storage. Large master BR. (04-94006)
Reduced! $105,000 

CEDARVILLE – 3 BR ranch home on
200’ of rare deepwater access on Lake
Huron. Enjoy the 92’ L-shaped crib
dock & waterfront all summer. Large
elevated deck. (04-94093) $339,900
HESSEL – 2 homes on 1 lot allowing
for many creative opportunities! Main
house has 2 BR, fireplace, kitchen with
new cabinets & utility room. (04-93988)
$95,000 
HESSEL – Enjoy a view from furnished
“Northwoods Retreat” on 500’ frontage
on Nunn’s Creek. 24x30 pole barn
w/cement floors & wiring. (04-92205)
Reduced! $76,900
SAULT STE. MARIE – Home boasts an
updated kitchen with spacious dining
area plus a lower level rec room with
fireplace, 2 rooms & bath. (05-18)
Reduced! $154,000

ST. IGNACE – Waterfront property on
Lake Michigan’s northern shore. Enjoy
265’ of frontage, 2+ acres & 2 outbuild-
ings. (92696) Reduced! $262,500
ST. IGNACE – Pte Aux Chene – Lot is
100x200 & includes ownership privi-
leges with access to sand beach on
Lake Michigan! (92700)  Reduced!
$18,500
ST. IGNACE – (4) 40 acre lots with
hardwoods! Great hunting. Power avail-
able. Access in place. (05-231, 05-232,
05-234, 05-235) $48,000 & $59,000
each 

CEDARVILLE – 200’ of Lake Huron
waterfront in a protected channel with
tranquil natural setting. Stake dock pro-
vides boat dockage & access to water.
(05-459) $169,900
CEDARVILLE – 104' wooded water-
front lot on Beavertail Peninsula.
Property has well, septic, drainfield &
driveway. Fantastic view of Lake Huron.
(05-222) $89,000
CEDARVILLE – 150’ waterfront lot on
Coryell Island facing Cove Island. Great
elevation & spectacular view. Electricity
&phone available. (04-93687)
Reduced! $89,900

VACANT LAND

CEDARVILLE – 258’ commercial lot.
One of the busiest & best locations for
your new business in the Les
Cheneaux Island area. (04-93622)
$125,500

HESSEL – 8 room, 2 story building has
blacktop parking, storage barn & adver-
tising signs. Currently a gift & antique
shop. Includes 3 BR, 2 bath rental
home. (05-438) $175,000

COMMERCIAL

ST. IGNACE – New home full of charm
& custom details - home theater sys-
tem, 3 BR & 2 full baths with large &
luxurious tub in master bath. (05-283)
$137,000

ST. IGNACE – 2 BR, 1 bath bungalow
on wooded lot, 150x193. Covered deck,
some appliances included, HW base-
board heat & 4 storage buildings. (05-
469) $85,000

See thousands of Upper Peninsula listings at

www.cbschmidt.com. Updated daily!

St. Ignace

643-8525

Newberry

293-5055

Cedarville

484-3945

Drummond Island

493-1008

Naubinway

477-6221

REALTOR

CALL 
JOHN
for a

FREE
Market Analysis

SCHMIDT
REALTORS® 

1-800-861-0033
or

484-2022

JOHN GRIFFIN
Associate Broker

101 W. M-134, P.O. Box 411, Cedarville, MI 49719
Website: www.johngriffinrealestate.com

E-Mail: johngriffinrealestate@yahoo.com Hessel Point Road
Incredible View Of Hessel Bay
Unique Stone Home
Totally Remodeled 2004
$725,000.

Snows Channel  Cottage
3 Bedroom/2 Bath
Bunk House 
Flotation  Dock 
$219,900.

Cedarville Cottage
Deep Water w. Dock
2 Bedroom/1Bath
Storage Building & Workshop
$425,000.

Marquette Is. Vacant
Waterfront
Chase’s Cut Point
Over 1500’ Waterfront
Million Dollar View!
$649,000.

Searcb Bay Waterfront
5500’ Shoreline, 302 Acres
Pristine Property/Privacy
Possibilities Abound
Call for Details

Cedarville Vacant Waterfront
Dumler Lane & Lakeside Road
Lots available starting from

$149,900.

Hill Island Vacant Waterfront
200’ Tranquil  Setting 
Substantial Boat dock
Cleared building site  
$169,900.

Detour, Lighthouse Point
4 Bedroom/2 Bath Home
Many Custom Features
Privacy w. Great View
$304,900. (below app. value)

Drummond Island, 
Channel View
4 Bedroom/3 Bath Condo
Private Boat Harbor
Up North Décor/ Turnkey !
$299,900.

Lakeshore Subdivision, Soo
5 Bedrooms/2 Bath
Recreation  Room w. Fireplace
Great Kitchen & Dining Room
$154,000.

SCHMIDT
REALTORS

for more information contact
DIANE PATRICK
906-484-5555

101 W. M-134, Cedarville
e-mail: dianepatrick@lighthouse.net

Diane Patrick
Associate Broker

For Your 
Real Estate Dreams

#337-04-0013 - NAUBINWAY - Nice quaint 2 bedroom, 1 bath
home in the Village overlooking Lake Michigan that would make
a great starter or vacation home. Big addition with gas fireplace.
Sitting on 2 lots.  $75,000

#337-05-0009 - NAUBINWAY - Are you looking for a nice piece
of property on Lake Michigan to build your new home? This 50
x 200 foot lot is affordable and has awesome views. $62,500

#337-05-0017 - NEW LISTING!! BREVORT LAKE - Custom
built 2 bedroom, 1 bath chalet with glass sliding doors that lead
to the wrap around deck. Natural stone fireplace. Nice setting
with 150 feet of frontage. Less than 10 miles from I-75 for easy
access.  $268,500

#337-05-0016 - NEW LISTING!! NAUBINWAY - Nice 100 foot
lot on Millecoquin River on the Hiawatha Sportsman's Club with
view of Lake Michigan. Great spot for your home or cabin. Fish
right out the back door or sit on the sandy beach just a few feet
away. Prior membership approval required.  $69,900

#337-05-0015 - GOULD CITY - Nice 100 x 350 foot lot on South
Manistique Lake with fill established. Sandy frontage. Bring your
plans, sit back and enjoy the sunsets. $80,000

Cherrell L. Rourke, Broker Associate
11650 US-2 West, Naubinway, MI 49762

(906) 477-0084 Business • (906) 630-0244 Cell/VM
(906) 477-6862 Fax • rourke@portup.com E-mail

www.realestate-mls.com

State Wide
Mortgage Co.
626 N. State St., St. Ignace, MI 

906-643-9006

MORTGAGES
30-40 Year Mortgages

✧ Residential  ✧ Commerical
✧ Vacant Land

✧ Land Contract Payoff
✧ Mobile Homes 
✧ Modular Homes

Interest Rates
from 5%

to 8%

Depending on Credit Score

Get Pre Approval On A
Mortgage Amount and 

Then Go Home Shopping!

Real Estate 
For Sale

3 Bdrm. Remodeled Home at 364
Truckey Street $97,000

PINE RIVER HOME, 2 bath, 3 bed-
room, 100’ river frontage. $155,000

3 Bdrm. Home, Cheboygan County,
Under Construction $165,000

WATERFRONT HOME, Cottage. 3
bdrm, 1 bath, 140’ Lake Michigan
sand beach. Asking $280,000

5 Unit Apt. House, 940 S. State
Street, St. Ignace Asking $180,000

City Residential Lot $25,000

NEW 2 Bdrm. Home $130,000

626 N. State St., St. Ignace, MI 

906-643-9006

FOR SALE
2-story rental house with one 1-bedroom unit
and one 2-bedroom unit, total of 1,536 sq. ft.
and sits on a 58’x216’ lot, zoned General
Business. New siding, windows and roof added
in 2000. Located in downtown St. Ignace just 1
block off State Street with a waterfront view.

Offers will be taken with a minimum amount
set at $95,000 and can be dropped off or
mailed to the City Clerk’s Office located at the
City of St. Ignace, DDA, 396 N. State Street, St. Ignace, MI 49781 and marked
“DDA Property Offer”.

This unit can be seen by appointment by calling DDA Director, Deb Evashevski at
906-643-8252.

The City of St. Ignace, DDA reserves the right to reject any and all offers.

passed away June 9, 2005. Janice is
survived by husband Ray; three
sons, Wayne, Lewis, and Allen; a
daughter, Cindy; their respective
families; and her brothers and sis-
ters.

A memorial service, officiated
by Pastor Judith L. Arnold, was
held at the DeTour Union
Presbyterian Church Saturday, June
11. Janice will definitely be missed
by all who knew her. Deepest sym-
pathy to the Woods family.

A thought: Thoughtfulness is to
friendship what sunshine is to gar-
den.

*Continued from page 9

*Continued from page 7

DeTour Area

Mackinac State Historic Parks Chief Curator Steve Brisson gave a
presentation about Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse and its keepers at
a Michilimackinac Historical Society meeting in St. Ignace Thursday,
June 9. The lighthouse was constructed in 1892, and was lit for the first
time in October of that year. It is now being reconstructed to its 1910
style. (Photograph courtesy of Mackinac State Historic Parks)

In the hazy background is what caused the demise
of Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse in 1957, the
Mackinac Bridge. Today, the lighthouse serves as a
museum and a reminder of how marine navigation
once was accomplished.

Pickford High School Student Awards

Walking Tour Booklet Will Teach St. Ignace History


