
115 Years Ago
Saturday, August 2, 1890
The diamond drill is working

night and day in the vicinity of
Point Aux Chein, and some very
rich deposits of gypsum have
been located. 

An 1890 population census by
Geo. A. Newett of St. Ignace: Ten
years ago the population of the
12 counties then comprising the
peninsula was 86,417. By the
census just taken the 16 U.P.
counties, four new counties hav-
ing been set off since the last
census have 174,235 people.
This is a gain of 102 percent.
Mackinac County population:
7,575; St. Ignace population:
2,756, Sault Ste. Marie popula-
tion: 5,176

90 Years Ago
Thursday, August 5, 1915
The hay crop in Mackinac

County is one of the biggest on
record. The weather is hindering
haying operations to consider-
able extent but it is believed that
the greater portion of the crop
will be gathered in good shape.
W.J. Porter, who has 30 acres,
says that his crop beats anything
he ever saw and he lived for a
number of years in Chippewa
County, touted as the banner hay
county of the state. It has noth-
ing on Mackinac, however.
Indeed, when this county is fully
developed as Chippewa, the lat-
ter will not be in it with this sec-
tion from an agricultural view-
point. The man who purchases
Mackinac County lands now is
sure a winner, as developed farm
will be worth a fortune in the
near future.

Since our first forms contain-
ing J.D. Erskine’s Ford automo-
bile advertisement went to press,
we have received from him a
new schedule of prices.
Runabouts now sell for $390,
touring cars for $440, and town

cars for $640.
A peculiar incident took place

about two miles south of
Rexford on the South Shore the
other day. Conductor W.J.
Annear was in charge of the pas-
senger and as he looked through
the window on the sand plains he
saw about half a mile away a

young deer coming with all his
speed in the direction of the train.
The animal’s mouth was open
wide and his eyes were dilated as
if with fear. So frightened was he
that he dashed headlong into the
train, striking the break beam of
the baggage car with such force
as to break its neck.

50 Years Ago
Thursday, August 4, 1955
The report of the local unem-

ployment office for June shows
that the number of wage and
salary workers in St. Ignace is
500 above that of June, 1954.
Employment was expected to
increase another 200 during July
and August.

All-time traffic records for a
24-hour period were broken at
the Straits of Mackinac Saturday,
July 30. During the 24-hour peri-
od from midnight Friday to mid-
night Saturday, the Michigan
State Ferry fleet handled 9,776
automobiles and trucks and
buses, far bettering the previous
high of a little over 9,000 hit on
the same Saturday a year ago.

Clarence C. Eby, creator of
Eby’s Indian Village and devel-
oper of Castle Rock, has
launched a new enterprise this
year, which is proving an added
attraction to tourists in this area.
“The Curio Fair” is located just
west of St. Ignace on the Scenic
Highway and, while not yet com-
pleted, has many attractions for
the traveling public, which will
include a tall look-out tower.

Brevort Lake column: Staff
Sgt. and Mrs. T.E. Wagner and
daughter, Christine, are vaca-
tioning at one of the Johnson
cottages. Mrs. Wagner is the for-
mer Joan Kozlowski. The
Wagners have just returned from
England where he was stationed
for three years. Staff Sgt.
Wagner will spend the next two

years at the Kinross Air Force
Base.

35 Years Ago
Thursday, August 6, 1970
The Pee Wee football teams

are now equipped with their own
cheerleaders. After try-outs
August 1, 12 girls were selected.
They are Diana Everson, Cindy
Veliski, Patrice Mackin, Laurie
Taylor, Mary Jo Bishop, Mamie
Pope, Patty Ritzert, Caroline
Brown, Judy Sorenson, Theresa
Horan, Judy St. Louis, and Patty
Pope.

A planning survey to deter-
mine the most feasible type of
highway along the US-2 corridor
in the Upper Peninsula is under
way, the Department of State
Highways reports. The US-2
study, to develop guidelines for a
high mobility backbone route, is
one phase of a three-part study.
The other two phases involve
different types of routes in relat-
ed areas of Minnesota and
Wisconsin.

Men in Service: Navy Seaman
Apprentice Irvin M. Schlehuber
Jr., of Moran, has returned to
Norfolk, VA., after a six-month
deployment in the North Atlantic
aboard the USS Steinaker
destroyer.

15 Years Ago
Thursday, August 2, 1990
In two long days of work last

week, another link was made
between Michigan’s two penin-
sulas with the laying of two elec-
trical cables, each more than
22,000 feet long and each nearly
3.5 inches in diameter, across the
Straits of Mackinac. 

Pickford Community Days’
parade marshal is two-year old
Brian McDonald. His family
includes Jonathan, Curtis, Aaron,
and his parents, Irwin and Carol. 

Two LaSalle High School stu-
dents, Chris Matson, 17, and Tim
Leveille, 17,  both of St. Ignace,
recently scored holes-in-one on
the 125-yard, par three seventh
hole at the St. Ignace Golf Club.

This 1938 article was submitted
to The St. Ignace News by Arlene
Eby of St. Ignace, who received it
from Marion Nelson of St. Ignace.
Mrs. Nelson found the piece of
newspaper when she was cleaning
out boxes of old papers.

See How Others Do Things,
Says C.C. Eby

“During the off-season from
now until the spring of 1939, I
hope every individual who has a
tourist service to offer in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan will take
the opportunity, if at all possible,
to see how the resorting business is
handled in other parts of the coun-
try,” says Clarence Eby, owner of
the Indian Village in this city.

“Such a trip need not be expen-
sive, and the man or woman who
makes it, and who gets around

with eyes and ears open, will bring
back many valuable ideas which
can be continued,” said Mr. Eby.
“We all have much to learn, and
the best way to learn is to get the
information you want at first hand,
from others who are in the busi-
ness in the resorting states.

“Such a trip, even though it is a
brief one, can be made a valuable
investment to the one taking it,” he
said. “We have the finest country
in the world for summer resorting,
but oft-times we do not make the
most of it because we are not post-
ed. New ideas in tourist service are
coming out right along, and when
we see how others do things we
can come home better equipped to
give the service the traveling pub-
lic demands.”

Mr. and Mrs. C.C. Eby and

family plan to leave here around
December 1, on their annual trip to
southern winter resorts.

Arlene Eby is the wife of the
late John “Jack” Eby, who passed
away in 1983. He is Clarence
Eby’s son. Clarence Eby, said
Arlene Eby, pioneered the souve-
nier business in St. Ignace, imple-
menting the town’s first informa-
tion booth downtown and publish-
ing the town’s first tourist informa-
tion book. 

The Eby family, at one time,
owned four businesses, the Indian
Village, Castle Rock, and the
CurioFair and Souvenier Barn on
US-2. All but the Indian Village
are still owned by the Eby family.
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Reliable performance…
and quality construction.

FREE
Delivery
within 

100 miles

Low Financing
Available

to qualified buyers

NEW HOLLAND
TC 30

• Power Steering
• Live PTO
• 30 HP
• 4 WD➧

2 LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE 

YOU

Your savings federally insured to $100,000

NCUA
National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

ST. IGNACE
909 West US-2 • 643-8138 

located in front of Quality Inn
Open Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CEDARVILLE
507 Hwy. M-134 • 484-3099

located across from Car Wash
Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

U.P. STATE CREDIT UNION IS

NOW
A COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION

Anyone
THAT WORKS, RESIDES

OR WORSHIPS IN THE

UPPER PENINSULA

May Join
The Credit

Union

Take Advantage of our Many Services
• No Monthly Fees on Any Accounts
• No Minimum Balance Checking Account
• Free Internet Banking and Online Bill Pay
• Fixed Rate Mortgages • Construction Mortgages
• Night Deposit • Drive Thru Windows • ATM Cards 
• Debit Cards • Vehicle Loans as Low as 4.95% 
• Service Center Outlet

New Building in St. Ignace to Open This Fall

Join Today 
and Start 

Reaping the
Benefits

OPEN 8 A.M. TO 9 P.M. DAILY
1192 N. STATE STREET, ST. IGNACE (906) 643-8304

Mon. - Sat. Lunch Buffet 
with Pizza Guy’s Pizza 

and Ice Cream Sundae Bar

FRIDAY Seafood Buffet 
with Crab and Strawberry Shortcake

SATURDAY Prime Rib Buffet 
with Crab and Strawberry Shortcake

•• Deck Dining Available ••
Enjoy Your Favorite 

Cold Beer, Wine or Cocktail

Mom's Ice Cream
Located Near the Museum of
Ojibwa Culture & Chamber 

of Commerce Building

Open Daily 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 576 N. State Street • 643-8862

– Raffle –
July 15 to August 15

All Proceeds to Benefit the 
Mackinac Straits Hospital Activities Department

Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00
Grand Prize: 8 Ceramic Sundae Dishes, 8 Sundae Spoons, 

3 Gallon Bucket of Ice Cream, Your Choice of all the Fixings

2nd Prize: 8 Ceramic Sundae Dishes, 8 Sundae Spoons

3rd Prize: $20.00 Gift Certificate

H & H Autosound
Car Audio • Remote Starters • Security • Vehicle Accessories

106 W. 14th Ave., Sault, MI 49782

906-253-WATT
XM Satellite Radio  • Eclipse  • Panasonic •  Orion • Directed • Pioneer

REMOTE 
STARTERS
Professionally

Installed on Your 
New or Used Car

Get It 
Done Right

Creekside Herbs 
& Art

Open House - Artist Festival

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14TH

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Arts and Crafts
Food • Music

Fellowship & Fun
752 Blindline Rd. • Cedarville

906-484-2415

Looking Back
Compiled by Ryan Schlehuber

Pickford’s Main Street, as it looked in the early 1900s, had a wooden boardwalk that was often mud-
died when it rained on the clay-based street that ran through the town. This photograph is one of a col-
lection displayed at the Pickford Historical Museum in the old Lippsett hardware building on Main
Street. The building will be open during Hay Days this week. (Photograph courtesy of Pickford Historical
Society)

Looking Back at Businessman’s Advice on
Upper Michigan Tourism in the Late 1930s


