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Coast Guard Sation Welcomes New Arrivals

Recent arrivals at the U.S. Coast Guard Station in St. Ignace include (from left) Victor Phillips,
a Boatswain’s Mate Second Class from Orenco, Oregon; Maranda Yarger, a Boatswain’s Mate
Third Classfrom Holt, Michigan; Y shaia Dare, a Seaman Boatswain’s M ate from Denver, Colorado;
Alessandro DiMaio, a Seaman from San Juan, Puerto Rico; Tate McDaniel, a Chief Boatswain's
Mate from Rogers, Arkansas.

BRAND NEW Used Car Facility

‘Half a City Block of GM Certified Used Vehicles

Certified

USED VEHICLES
Check out these Deals!!

#6262 2004 Pontiac Prix GT, Leather, Sunroof, Black $16,495
#6257 2004 Pontiac Grand Am Se, V-6, 4 Dr. Grey only 19,000 miles . . . $12,995
#6141 2004 Pontiac Bonneville SE $17,995
#6129 2004 Pontiac Montana Extended Van, 8-Passaenger, Loaded. . . . $16,995
#6158 2004 Chevy Tahoe LS 4x4 $22,995
#6113 2004 Chevrolet Silverado, Ext. Cab, LT, Leather $24,995
#6258 2005 Cadillac Escalade ESV, Platinum Edition, Dual DVD Screens, Loaded,
Cranberry Color, 10,000 miles $54,995
#6185 2005 Cadillac DeVille, Leather, Loaded, Silver $25,595
#6186 2005 Cadillac DeVille, Leather, Loaded, White $25,995
#6196 2005 GMC Yukon XL, Loaded, Moon Roof, DVD, Under 4,000 Miles . . $34,995
#6263 2003 Chevy S-10, Crew Cab, 12,000 Miles $18,495
#6235 2003 Pontiac Vibe, Power, Sunroof, Automatic $13,995
#6236 2003 Pontiac Vibe, White, Sunroof, Automatic $13,995
#6127 2003 Chevy Malibu, V-6, Loaded

#6039 2003 Chevy Suburban Z-71, Moon Roof
#6022 2003 GMC Sierra SLT, Diesel, Loaded
#6139 2003 Buick Park Avenue Ultra

#6142 2003 GMC Sierra 2500 HD Crew Cab
#6259 2002 Saturn SLI, Silver, 40,000 miles
#6256 2002 Chevy Impala, Power, V-6, 4 Dr., 35,000 miles

#6244 2002 Chevy Blazer LS, Blue $11,995
#6077 2002 Pontiax Sunfire, 4 dr. ....... ...ttt $7,995
#5984 2002 Chevy Trail Blazer LS, 4WD $15,995
#6209 2002 GMC Sierra SLE, Ext. Cab, V-8 $13,995
#6226 2002 Pontiax Sunfire GT, Auto, Sunroof, 2 dr., Under 30,000 Miles. . . . $8,995
#6214 2002 Ford Taurus

#6233 2001 GMC Sierra, Ext. Cab, 4WD

#6239 2000 GMC Jimmy SLE, Power, Loaded

#6136 2000 Jeep Cherokee Sport

#6201 2000 GMC Sierra, Ext. Cab, SLE, 53,000 Miles

#6217 2000 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo, Leather

#6232 2000 GMC Sierra, Ext. Cab, 4 WD

#6262 1999 Chevy Tahoe LT, Leather, Loaded, Under 60,000 Miles

#6225 1999 Chevy Tahoe, Pewter, 4WD

#6159 1995 GMC Sierra, Reg. Cab, 4WD, V-8

#6238 1991 Cadillac Fleetwood Brougham, Under 50,000 Miles

#6229 1983 Cadillac SeVille
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was $29,995 . ... $27,995
$25,995
$21,900
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High Costs Reported for Inmate Medical Care

*Continued from page 13

MAAA President George Ford
told The &. Ignace News August 1
that a new telephone was pur-
chased to replace abroken phone at
the shelter a month ago, using the
same telephone line and number.

“This is the same phone line as
always, we just purchased a new
phone because the old one was
inoperable,” Mr. Ford said. “The
Association paid for it and did not
charge the county anything.”

An older phone previously used
at the shelter, that included num-
bers pre-set by Mr. Robach,
remains installed on his desk,
although it was removed for a day
or two, Mr. Ford said. One letter
was opened, which came addressed
to the animal shelter and was from
a couple who had made past dona-
tions, and upon opening it, shelter
staff found it was headed with Mr.
Robach’'s name inside. The letter,
he said, was given to Mr. Robach.

Mr. Ford did not attend the
County Commission meeting.”“It's
amind game going on between the
two parties,” said Mr. Leveille at
the meeting last week, referring to
MAAA and Mr. Robach. “The
thing is, it's got to stop. Mary Kay
is sending out the letter, and if that
doesn’t do it, we have a specia
meeting and bring them in here.”

In a related matter,
Commissioners agreed to give Mr.
Robach an increase in salary, from
$5.37 an hour to $7.42 per hour.
The additional $2.05 isin the cur-
rent budget as part of atwo-person
insurance premium that had includ-
ed his late wife.

Commissioners said at the
meeting they are concerned about
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We celebrate holy communion on the first &
third weeks of the month. All baptized
believers welcomed at the Lord's Table
1946 W. Brevort Lake Road
(one block west off M-123) in Moran.
ELCA » Rev. David Letscher

the rising cost of medica care for
county jail inmates. Through May
12, the county has been charged
$43,807 for medical costs for
inmates, but the county only spent
$26,600 all last year and only bud-
geted $25,000 for this year.

“I’m going to take this on as a
project,” said Mrs. Nelson of the
matter. She told commissioners
that Sheriff Scott Strait told her he
isnot sure why the costs have esca-
lated so high.

“That’s not even anybody in the
hospital,” she said of the charges.
“We're talking office calls, office
visits, some medical supplies.”

Mrs. Nelson said she would
look into the matter, “Otherwise,
it's going to be $100,000 without a
doubt.”

In addition, the Sheriff's
Department is using the services of
Vital Care home hedth agency,
which includes a nurse visiting the
jail.

“That's another hill,” said Mrs.
Nelson, and not included in the
$43,807 hospital charges. Last
month, the cost of Vital Care was
$1,215, she said.

Rod Nelson, CEO at Mackinac
Straits Hospital, told The &. Ignace
News he would attend the next
commission meeting to discuss the
matter.

“Our billing department is sort-
ing through the issue that goes back
to last summer with the county,” he
said.

Office visits, he said, have more
than tripled and emergency room
visits have increased by more than
50 percent over 2004.

In other business, Mrs. Nelson
requested a copy of the Economic
Development Corporation (EDC)
by-laws “to see if and how we
might put this into a frozen mode,
maintain it just very, very lightly to
see where we are going as part of
the strategic plan.” EDC Director
Michelle Walk said she would be
looking into alternative funding for
the organization.

Ms. Walk updated commission-
ers on Internet hot spots, the coun-
ty-wide survey results, and the
County fact book.

For accessto the Internet at sev-
eral wireless locations in St
Ignace, like the marina and library,
the county charges $1 a minute
through the sale of access cards. So
far, Ms. Walk said, the EDC has
taken in about $1,000 on the proj-
ect.

The results are in from the ran-
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COMMERICAL SNOWPLOWING

115 Elliott Street » St. Ignace ® 906-643-9595

dom survey sent to county resi-
dents last fall, she told commis-
sioners. Thefact book the EDC and
the Planning Commission have
been working on is about 75 per-
cent completed.

Commissioners asked her to
give them a presentation on the
county-wide survey at the their
August 11 meeting.

Undersheriff Darrell Sadler
fielded commissioners questions
regarding the two grants.
Commissioners decided to support
them with the stipulation the two
patrol positions remain part-time.
The grants are for off road vehicle
(ORV) and snowmoabile programs
for the 2006 budget year and
require the county appropriate
$9,564.84 and place it in a reserve
account. Commissioners initially
were advised the amount would be
$7,900 at their July 15 meeting.
The ORV grant is for approximate-
ly $60,000 and is a 100 percent
grant. The snowmobile grant is for
approximately $53,000 and is an
85 percent grant. The grants are
administered by Department of
Natural Resources.

The issue came under scrutiny
because the grant included an
increase in wages of more than
nine percent for two patrol officers.
Commissioners were concerned it
would become a problem, as they
are about to begin contract negotia-
tions with Sheriff’s Department
employees. The new wage for the
ORV and snowmobile officers is
$13.50 per hour, plus a benefit
package of $3.95 per hour. Last
year, the officers received $12.48
per hour with no benefits.

The board renewed a five-year
health service agreement with
Mackinac Straits Hospital that
coincideswith the hospital millage.
Attorney Charles Brown said the
current agreement will expire
December 31. The county ownsthe
hospital property, which the hospi-
tal leases for one dollar a year in
exchange for providing health care
services to Mackinac County resi-
dents.

Commissioners issued a letter
of support for Kathy Peterson, who
isplanning to build a 20-bed assist-
ed living facility between Church
and Chambers streetsin St. Ignace.
She is working with Rura
Development for financing and
they require a letter from the city
and the county stating a need and
showing support.

Commissioners are planning to
hold two public hearings beginning
at 1:15 p.m. Thursday, August 25,
on a county-wide smoking free
policy that does not include restau-
rants, bars, and casinos. A second
hearing would be on a Hazardous
Materials Mitigation Plan.

The next commission meeting
will be a Committee of the Whole
Thursday, August 4, at 1:30 p.m., at
which commissioners will begin
working on the 2006 budget. Their
next regular meeting will be
Thursday, August 11, at 1:30 p.m.
in the commissioners’ room at the
County Building.

e Covered waiting area.

First Class

Service.

¢ Free daily parking. ® Free overnight parking.

* Free on-site parking... guaranteed. (st. ignace only)

* Free secured luggage handling.

¢ Free shuttle from area hotels and campgrounds.

e Spacious, clean, modern restrooms.

¢ Fast, clean, comfortable boats.

¢ Departs from St. Ignace & Mackinaw City.
® 906-643-9440 or 1-800-828-6157 (u.s. only)
e Order tickets online at sheplersferry.com

Every guest.
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Family owned and operated for three generations. Billy Patty, Bill Sr. and Chris Shepler:

For over 55 years, Shepler’s has provided the
friendliest, most pleasurable passage to Mackinac Island.
It takes family to make you feel like family.

'The Gateway to Mackinac Island




