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County Commissioners, EDC Members Eye Progress of Development Program
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not committed enough to bringing
in or creating jobs for the county,
yet we can't secure funding to
begin projects.”

Ms. Walk worries that if EDC
functions are halted, its connec-
tions to resources and interested
parties for certain EDC projects
will be lost and hard to reconnect.
She pointed out one example
where she thinks commissioners
may be misled by EDC's budget
numbers. Last year, EDC received
a $50,000 community develop-
ment block grant from the
Michigan Economic Development
Corporation that was placed in the
EDC budget and quickly trans-
ferred to the Eastern Upper
Peninsula  Nature  Tourism
Alliance, thus leaving the possible
perception that EDC spent
$50,000 and had nothing to show
for it, said Ms. Walk.

The $50,000 did, however, fund
marketing and consulting assis-
tance for the aliance’'s new Web
site for its Great Waters project
that promotes tourism focusing on
the Upper Peninsula’s natural fea-
tures.

Former county EDC and
Planning Commission project
coordinator Cindy Oliver, who
helped get the Hot Spots funding

through a grant last November,
believes the money EDC has spent
isminimal. With an annual budget
of $50,400, Mrs. Oliver said the
EDC spent about $12,000 last
year, with its average spending for
ayear being only $10,000.

Her husband, Dick Oliver, who
serves on the EDC board, said the
Hot Spots is an indication that the
EDC is moving toward being self-
sufficient.

“The EDC is, for the first time,
bringing in money,” he said at the
EDC meeting. “It's not enough to
support itself, but it isa good start.
We can’'t do it now without the
county help, but we've made more
progress now than we ever had
years before.”

“I think  the  County
Commission is waving around the
administrator’s office cost through
the EDC,” said former EDC mem-
ber Linda Hudson, who pointed
out that part of Mrs. Oliver's
salary was in EDC’s budget. Mrs.
Hudson, who is now the Clark
Township supervisor, said she
resigned from EDC in frustration
with the County Commission for
its lack of commitment and sup-
port of the EDC. “We have not had
enough money in the budget to
make any kind of impact.”

Mrs. Hudson said she was
appalled to hear that the County

County May Freeze Budgets
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ting federal grants for severa years.

“| think we're wasting money on
it,” he said.

Mr. Durm agreed.

Added Mrs. Nelson: “| don't see
any economic development we can
put our finger on.”

Carl Frazier said he could not see
anything that has been done to
enhance economic development at
either the eastern or western end of
the county. He said they’ve had
about six months to show some
progress and he has not seen any.

Larry Leveille said he could not
support the EDC, noting that they
have cost the county alot of money.

“If they could come around and
show uswhere they have some proj-
ects going, where we can work with
them on them, and look at somefig-
ures, then | probably would be in
favor of the EDC. The only problem
| seeright now isthereis no sense of
direction,” he said. “If | was to vote
on it today, I'd vote against it.”

Next up was the Planning
Commission, which is working on
the county’s fact book. The EDC
also has been supporting the project.
The fact book is needed before the

Planning Commission can begin
work on a county-wide master plan,
aproject it has been working toward
for a couple of years.
Commissioners are leaving $20,000
for completion of the fact book and
will consider amending the 2005
budget to $24,000 from the current
$86,650.

Commissioners wanted to see
more progress from the Planning
Commission and acknowledged
they are not up-to-date on the
group’s projects. They mentioned
severa municipdities aready have
master plansin place.

Though not on the agenda, dis-
cussion focused on the treasurer’s
office. Commissioners decided to
ask County Prosecutor Clayton
Graham to attend their next meeting
so they can find out how to proceed
with contacting the State Attorney
Genera regarding treasurer Jane
Hampton's $5,000 disbursement of
county funds to herself and a staff
member. She did not have board
authorization to do so, and has since
returned the funds.

Commissioner Joe Durm said he
had been advised by an auditor other
than the county’s that the board had
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THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER?

re you ready for a new career? Kids left home? Now you can con-
sider a career of your own! Use your new found freedom to develop a

rewarding career in real estate. At Coldwell Banker Schmidt Realtors,
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3291 I-75 Business Spur, Sault Ste. Marie
(906) 632-9696 - 1-800-554-0511 - Fax: (906) 635-7650

19461 S. RIVERSIDE DR., PICKFORD - Three bed-

room, 2 bath, 2 car garage with 752’ on Little

Munuscong River. nature lover’s paradise, excellent

fishing. Navigable river to Munuscong Lake. Fish,

watch the wildlife, or sit on the dock at the waters
edge and watch the river flow by! #05-269 $151,900

24953 S. M-129, PICKFORD - Just South of

Pickford sits this recently remodeled 3-bedroom
home on the Munuscong River. Beautiful park like
back yard with large deck. Dream 24'x26" garage [gggs
with heated workshop. Priced below appraised
value. #05-271 $119,900

19284 S. CENTERLINE RD., RUDYARD - Beautiful 20 acres building site with a 2.2
acre pond just outside of Rudyard. Culverts in for drive. #05-264 $46,900
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Commission may halt the EDC.

“What are they thinking? How
do they think the county oper-
ates?’ she asked, “especially when
Mackinac County has the highest
unemployment rate in the state.”

Mrs. Hudson believes the com-
missioners must realizethe EDC is
developing the county’s economy
for tomorrow as well as today.

“If you just look at the Hot
Spots program, it's a huge thing,”
said Mrs. Hudson. “It is bringing
in a technological infrastructure to
the county seat. Almost any con-
ceivable economic development
hinges on this, but the Commission
doesn't seem to recognize the
importance of that achievement.
It's the first step in the EDC's
attempt to be self-sufficient.”

EDC Vice-chairman Brandon
Postma said the problem with the
EDC board is that it focuses too
much on getting feasibility studies
together and not enough on actual-
ly getting projects going.

“We're too worried about the
County Commission and not
enough about the actual economic
development,” he said.

He also believes a full-time
director is not needed now because
there would not be enough projects
for that person.

The EDC was formed in the
mid-1980s, but stalled in 1988,
with EDC members meeting only
once a year as a formality. The
board was revived in 2000 with the
hiring of Jill Eyre as the county’s
administrator. With Cindy Oliver

on her staff, she assisted the EDC
and Planning Commission in proj-
ects such as Hot Spots, a kitchen
incubator for small product busi-
nesses, a lending program with
Northern Initiatives of Marquette,
and the 1st Step program (both
programs that provide consulting
and financial assistance for busi-
nesses), developing a county mas-
ter plan, and expansion of the
county airport facility, which was
completed last year.

When Ms. Eyre resigned last
November to take a city manager
position at Douglas, the county
administrator’s office was elimi-
nated and Mrs. Oliver was taken
off both committees to be a direct
assistant to the  County
Commission.

The Extension office agreed to
take staffing responsibilities for
both- EDC and Planning
Commission earlier this year, pro-
viding commissioners could come
up with a strategic plan by October
31. That strategy may be to lay off
the two boards.

The EDC and County
Commission agree that a full-time
director would direct the EDC in a
more productive manner and,
eventually, that person could steer
it toward being fully self-suffi-
cient.

“We need a dedicated, passion-
ate person,” said Chairperson
Nelson at the EDC meeting. “This
is going to take a full-time director
or staff to make this succeed.

“1 agree that we need afull-time
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30-40 Year Mortgages
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Real Estate
For Sale

3 Bdrm. Remodeled Home at 364
Truckey Street $97,000

PINE RIVER HOME, 2 bath, 3 bed-
room, 100’ river frontage. $155,000

3 Bdrm. Home, Cheboygan County,
Under Construction $165,000

WATERFRONT HOME, Cottage. 3
bdrm, 1 bath, 140’ Lake Michigan
sand beach. Asking $280,000

5 Unit Apt. House, 940 S. State
Street, St. Ignace ~ Asking $180,000

City Residential Lot $25,000
NEW 2 Bdrm. Home $130,000

626 N. State St., St. Ignace, MI

906-643-9006 &

”

$55,000
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#337-05-0007 -
Hiawatha Sportsman's Club with screened-in porch.
Fireplace & hardwood floors. 4 bedrooms & 3 baths. Home
is in excellent condition. Access to 36,000 acres out the back

door. Prior membership approval required.

#337-05-0006 - ENGADINE - Real nice 3 bedroom, 1 bath
home in a country setting not far from town. Hardwood floors
throughout the first floor. Central air & vac. The garage has a
furnished studio apartment for company or use as a rental. All
this sitting on about 4 acres. Must See!! $154,900

#337-04-0023 - NAUBINWAY - PRICE REDUCED!! Are you
looking for a great rental opportunity?? This property comes
with a 2 bedroom, 1 bath home and a mobile home. Big lot
with room for expansion. Owner is very MOTIVATED and
will look at all offers. $35,000

#337-04-0021 - GOULD CITY - PRICE REDUCED!
round 3 bedroom, 1 bath home in the heart of town. Great
views, western exposure in a 4 seasons fun area. Large
rooms for relaxation. Lake Michigan is right down the road. =

#337-04-0048 - GARNET - PRICE REDUCED!! Cozy 3 bedroom, 1 bath furnished cabin
with a one car garage. Great for a get-away or hunt camp.
Access to thousands of acres of State Land. $44,900

Call our DeTour Agents for Listings in that Area 906-297-2772

DETOUR-Great starter or retirement home on 2.3 acres! 2
ponds and a creek. Pole barn has large sliding door for boat
4| storage many possibilities. Home has view of Lake Huron
from back deck. Home in move in condition! Nice location,
close to DeTour, seconds away from Lake Huron. Priced to
selll Seller motivated!$79,900 MLS #523-04-0031

DETOUR-Nice home for vacation or year round resi-
dence.Exterior walkways of customized masonry and raised
railed wood decking.Antique front door with lighthouse-
etched glass. Located right on main street in the heart of
DeTour. A little updating needed. Priced to move! $65,000
MLS # 523-05-0017

CEDARVILLE- Big home close to M-134 and Cedarville.
Quiet neighborhood. Potential is endless! 2 kitchens, beauti-
ful fireplace. Great starter home or retirement. Needs a little
updating. Garage has workshop. Walking distance to school.
¥ Seller motivated! $130,000. MLS# 523-05-0020

ENGADINE - Superior 1/2 log home on the

$189,000

Year

www.smith-company.com

Email:

Robbie Si i Carol Joh
obbie Simonsen ~ Peggy Hill  Sandra Coady Carol Johnson ifo@smith-campany.com

484-2852 647-3391 484-4040 274-5263
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VACANT LAND DETOUR- 3 parcels with acreage and waterfront on Lake Huron. All
parcels 99,500 each. Build your dream home on one or all of these parcels! Quiet with
beautiful sunsets. Right off of M-134. MLS #'s 523-05-0004,523-05-0005 and 523-05-0006

Cherrell L. Rourke, Broker Associate
11650 US-2 West, Naubinway, MI 49762
(906) 477-0084 Business * (906) 630-0244 Cell/VM
(906) 477-6862 Fax * rourke@portup.com E-mail
www.realestate-mls.com
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person to make EDC work,” Ms.
Walk told The St. Ignace News
later, but the question is, Will the
County Commission pay for it? If
they are going to hire a director,
you're looking at $35,000 to
$40,000 a year for a sdary, and
that's on the low end. Anything
lower than that probably won't
attract the kind of person they’re
looking for.”

EDC member Tom Augugliaro
likes the idea of hiring a director,
aswell.

“If we can hire a good director,
| think alot of opportunitiesfor the
Eastern Upper Peninsula and
Mackinac County would open up
to allow businesses to sustain
themselves,” he said. “But | also
understand it could be difficult to
hire someone good for only
$25,000 a year.”

Mrs. Hudson said another
improvement the EDC and County
Commission can make is to broad-
en their focus away from St.
Ignace.

“1 believe St. Ignace is always
the central interest for EDC and
the County Commission,” she
said. “I'm afraid they areusing ‘ St.
Ignace’ and ‘Mackinac County’
interchangeably.”

Mr. Oliver said he would like to
see the EDC be more involved in
County Commission meetings,
providing the board with updates
on progress of EDC projects and
letting them know more about its
strategic planning in the county’s
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CHALET WITH 92 FEET ON
CARIBOU LAKE, 3 or 4 bed-
room, stone fireplace, sand
beach, detached garage, dock,
18220 N. Caribou Lake Road;
$225,000

SAND BEACH RESORT
WITH 230 FEET ON CARI-
BOU LAKE, six -cabins,
owner’s residence, garages,
docks, all sports lake with good
fishing; $299,000

150 ON MUNUSCONG BAY
WITH NICE VIEW, 5th
wheel camper, 2-car garage,
power, 9 mi E of Pickford on
Maple Point Road; $89,900
13.5 ACRES WOODS AND
MEADOW with stream, 1000’
road frontage, 12 miles SE of
Pickford on Hwy. M-48;
$19,500

CABIN NEAR MUNUS-
CONG LAKE & STATE
FOREST, on one acre sandy
wooded land, all-season, gen-
erator, gas & wooded heat,
secluded location 4 mi SE of
Pickford on seasonal county
road; $45,000

OLD MILL POND
ESTATE private point with
1800 feet frontage, 3 bed-
rooms, 1-1/2 bath cottage,
boathouse, outbuildings,
views Hessel Bay, clean sand
bottom beach, deep water
frontage. Located on West
side of Hessel at 110 S.

future economic development. Ingham Lane. PRICE

REDUCED: $690,000
CALL COLDAHELL FURNISHED WATER-
]OHN e FRONT COTTAGE on
SCHMIDT Munuscong Lake, well & sep-

for a REAITORS® tic, view o ships; $69,500

IMMACULATE 3 BED-
F R E E ROOM 2 BATH HOME WITH
. 151 FEET ON FLOWER BAY
Market Analysis Home is 28’x48 with 2828

detached insulated heated

| 1.800.861.0033 garage, 610 S. West Trail, Hill

or Island, East of Cedarville.
484-2022 Price Reduced To $229,900

1 JOHN GRIFFIN

Associate Broker

101 W. M-134, P.O. Box 411, Cedarville, Ml 49719
Website: www.johngriffinrealestate.com
E-Mail: johngriffinrealestate@yahoo.com

View these and other properties at

www. mcdonaldrealty.com
400 N. M-129, Pickford, MI 49774

(906) 647-9000
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TAMI DUNCAN

Realtor®, Sale Associate

906-484-3945 - 906-484-3548

101 W. M-134, P.O. Box 411, Cedarville
e-mail: tami.duncan@coldwellbanker.com
website: chschmidt.com/tamid
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New Huron View Condos 601 E. Grove St., Cedarville
* Luxurious condominium homes with a true sense of style
* 1 & 2 bedroom residences with private entrances
» Maintenance FREE living come & go without working all weekend
* 1 car attached garage, private patio
« All appliances included

For more information on the pleasures of ownership,
Contact Tami Duncan

OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY, AUG. 12 Noon to 5 p.m.
Check out virtual tour Online. MLS #05-538 & #05-539
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Commercial

* 174 East M-134, 2 Acres,
prime commercial site

+ 250 feet on M-134

» Large Full Service Garage

REDUCED!

Residential Waterfront

» 3 bedroom, fieldstone
fireplace, 2-car attached
garage

. & Office
* 92 foot L-shaped crib dock .
; , » Tremendous business
Deep water/200°x252’ lot opportunity

* Located on secluded lane
East McKay Bay Trail, Cedarville
« Virtual Tour Online
MLS #04-94093 $334,900

Vacant Waterfront
« East McKay Bay Trail, Cedarville
+ 100 feet on Deep Water

* Located near school &
intersections M-134 & M-129
MLS #05-109 $225,500

Duplex/Income
Opportunity

« 3 bedroom, 1 bath each level
* 1504 S. White Road, Cedarville

Frontage :
. Dri . « 1-car garage with heated workshop
Eé%aet;tfne leads you to this * Home protection warranty

plan included
MLS #05-356 $160,000
REDUCED! Residential

Up North Charmer
* 5104 N. Mackinac Trail, St. Ignace
* 5 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage

» Walk-out basement possibility
MLS #04-93455 $249,900

Residential with Acreage
+ 10 acre private setting on

E. Nordquist Road, Cedarville
* 3-5 bedroom, potential for

; ; * 3+ acres
media room or library
- Attached 2-car garage » Walk-out basement, sauna
& open deck

MLS #05-71 $195,000

. * Adjoins Federal Forest
Commercial Vacant

MLS #05-630 $129,900

* 258'x330" on West M-134, NEW LISTING - Vacant Lot
Cedarville _ , - 674 W. Kromiller Rd., Cedarville
* Highly visible, high traffic area ||. 100'x165’

» Highway access
MLS #04-93622 $125,500

DeTour Vacant

Waterfront

» S. Woodsmen Trail

» Wooded 96°'x316’ lot

* Build your up north hide-a-way
or dream home

» Awesome view of Lake Huron,
freighters & sunsets
MLS #05-529 $85,000

« Conveniently located near Snows
Channel, Park Ave. & 4 Mile Block
+ Great building site
MLS #05-719 $39,500

NEW LISTING -

Residential-Commercial

+ 81 S. Meridian Road, Cedarville

« Centennial/Victorian Style Home
* Excellent in-town location opportunity
* Many Updates

$127,500




