
Three days last week were the
worst of the summer season, bring-
ing torrential rain and wind. Sunday
morning, August 21, when the bril-
liant sunshine appeared, the Island
took on the cleanest look of the
summer. Everywhere the lawns,
gardens, and flowers were a breath-
taking sight. Marquette Park was a
carpet of fresh green. What had
been dust prior to the rain now has
turned into a thing of beauty.
Windermere Point has changed
from brown to a most welcome
sight, where visitors enjoy sitting
under the umbrellas admiring the
Straits and the big freighters pass-
ing through, often sending a salute
or two.

Saturday, August 20, many wed-
dings had been planned. When the
rain began to pour, we thought of all
those brides who chose Mackinac
for their very special day. Happy is
the bride that the sun shines on. The
Barr family, West Bluff cottagers,
had made big plans, hoping for a
warm sunny day. At 4:30 p.m., fol-
lowing a most disagreeable morn-
ing, brilliant sunshine broke
through the dark, black clouds,
making a perfect setting for a bride
on her wedding day. Carmen
Aranda rode to the Old Mission
Church in a special wedding car-
riage for her marriage to Christian
Barr. The remainder of the day and
evening was perfect.

Sunday, August 21, was a very
special one on the Island, for it was
the big auction at Grand Hotel, the
proceeds of which support the
Mackinac Island Medical Center.
What a party it was.  Friends and
neighbors came from far and near
to join in the fun of bidding on their
favorite item. Following a delicious
buffet dinner and bidding on the
silent auction, the big auction began
with David Levy as the auctioneer.
David dedicated the auction to a
very special lady, Alice Myron,
who could not be with us this year.
Alice and her daughter, Sue, always
did an excellent job running the
silent auction. David was assisted
by Bob Tagatz, Buck Sharrow,
Bruce LaPine, and Smi Horn.

Tension began to grow as bid-
ders sought to outbid their neigh-
bors and friends. Prizes ranged
from Grace Armour’s homemade
cinnamon bread, antique photo-
graphs of the Island, antique brass
candlesticks, lasagna dinner for 12
at the home of Kay and Larry
Berke, handmade afghans, photo-
graphs by the late Emerson Dufina,
a Waterford crystal bowl, Grand
Hotel Presidential Suite, floral bou-
quets, Cannondale bicycle, hand-
made sweaters and quilts, Italian
supper for 10 at Fort Mackinac
Sergeant’s Quarters, Piston tickets,
Grand Hotel Masco Cottage, a
painting by Marlee Brown, stained

glass shell pieces made by Tim
Timmons, a turtle necklace from a
Petoskey stone made by Frank
Bloswick Jr., a big talking horse,
and Lions vs. Bears tickets. As
always, it was a terrific evening.
Special thanks to each and every-
one who made the party such a
huge success. To Grand Hotel and
the Musser family, to all who donat-
ed and bought from the auction, to
David Levy and his helpers for auc-
tioneering, to Kay Hoppenrath,
Lorna Straus, Jennifer Bloswick,
Betty and Barry BeDour, Greg
Main, Suzanne Munger, Howard
Burdette, Margaret Doud, Rick
Lynn, Brian Schoenborn, Robert
Chambers, and Jamie Bynoe, and to
all who helped with the silent auc-
tion.

Last came the big raffle prizes:
$5,000 to Stephanie Arbib, $3,000
to William Twomey, and $2,000 to
the Bacon family. The 50-50 raffle
winner was Randy Stuck. A special
thanks to Vic Callewaert for doing
an excellent job on ticket sales and
to all the wonderful folks who sold
and bought tickets.

We can be especially proud of
the great facility which is our
Mackinac Island Medical Center,
standing proudly on the hill by
Cloghaun Cottage, staffed by dedi-
cated doctors, nurses, X-ray techni-
cians, and office personnel. The
beautiful flowers and green grass

on the hill of Cloghaun add even
more to the beauty to the center.

St. Ignace folks seen enjoying
the big auction were Pat and Dave
Ramsay, Janis Holle, Paula
McNamara, Judge Tom North, and
Nancy, Rod, and Cory Nelson and
Nancy’s father, Ralph Oman of
Vandercook Lake.                  

The highlight of the sunday
night party at Grand Hotel was the
presence of the honored guest,
Judge Ned Fenlon of Petoskey, who
is 102 years of age. Ned enjoyed a
wonderful time greeting all his
many friends, looking very dapper
with his Irish shamrock pin tucked
safely in his lapel. Everyone
stopped by to greet their special
friend. He was accompanied by his
nurse companion Meryl Hanke and
several friends. Wonderful to see
you, Ned, displaying your rich Irish
wit.

As we near the month of
September next week, we do feel
that the season of fall is at hand,
when Mackinac takes on the colors
of orange, brown, crimson, and yel-
low, making just another beautiful
time of year.

In June, Dan Seeley was visited
at the Stuart House by Pat Smits of
Leslie, Missouri, Rue Dewacloche
of Detroit, and Carol Higginson of
Muskegon. These ladies are first
cousins and the grandchildren of
Alfred (Fred) James Doherty II,
who operated the Mackinac Island
Light and Power Co. from 1911 to
1918. later, Frank Doherty operated
the Island power plant from 1918 to
1929. The ladies presented a box of

early photographic negatives and
other memorabilia, which will be
placed in the Stuart House City
Museum archives.

Mrs. Pat Smits also donated a
handwritten letter from Edwin Orin
Wood, which had accompanied the
1918 gift to her grandparents of his
famous “Historic Mackinac.” A
decade ago, Pat Smits donated this
set of “Historic Mackinac” to
Mackinac Island Public School as
per the wishes of her late mother,
Margaret (Doherty) Weberly.

The ladies enjoyed lunch at the
French Outpost, where they went to
call on Sandra and Debra Orr. The
late Dr. Rex Orr was the best man at
Carol Higginson’s wedding.

The Doherty family moved from
Mackinac Island in 1929, when the
Mackinac Island Light and Power
Co. was sold to American State
Public Service Corp. of New York
City. The Dohertys moved to Clair
and opened the Doherty Hotel,
which is still owned and operated
by members of the family and
which hosted a family reunion this
past week.

Adrienne and Zola Murray

received the Holy Sacrament of
Confirmation Sunday, August 21,
while Zola also made her first Holy
Communion. Celebrant was Father
Rey Garcia of Ste. Anne’s.
Grandparents Norman and Joyce
Beauchamp of Port Huron attended
the mass at 11 a.m. Charles and
Elaine Murray were sponsors for
the girls and hosted a family party
at their condominium at Lesley
Court following the celebration.
Other family members were Jerry
and Reinette Murray and Brian and
Michael Murray. Proud parents of
Zola and Adrienne are Steve and
Anne Murray. Congratulations to
Adrienne and Zola. The Murray
family dates back many, many
years on Mackinac, where the fam-
ily home is now Harbor View.
Happy memories.

The beautiful East Bluff cottage,
with two Japanese trees standing
stately in the front lawn, is being
enjoyed by owners Mark and Ann
Timmons and their children from
Missoula, Montana. They were
seen enjoying the auction at Grand
Hotel Sunday night.

We certainly hope that Glenda
Sharrett is recovering after her terri-
ble ordeal last week when her house
burned to the ground. I'm sure that
there will be many things that Ms.
Sharrett will need. Our heart goes
out to her and her family.

The Curtis Centennial
Committee has decided to put
together a hardcover book that will
preserve the early history of Curtis.
Many of the pictures and articles
that were collected appeared in the
Curtis Centennial Courier newspa-
per, sold this summer to help raise
money for the festivities September
2 to 4 .

Besides the previous stories,
production of a book over this win-
ter will allow inclusion of family
histories that missed the earlier
deadline. It will also give the com-
mittee time to correct any errors
from the previous book. To either
update a contribution in the Courier
or offer new photographs or family
history, contact Rick Soder at
Curtis Service at (906) 586-9832.  

The Luce-West Mackinac
County Fair will be Thursday,
August 25, through Sunday, August
28, at the fairgrounds in Newberry.
It will feature a senior citizens pro-
gram Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
with contests, door prizes, free
refreshments, and entertainment.
Seniors can register for a variety of
contests from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. that
will include a "Homemade Cookie
Contest." Seniors 60 and older are
asked to make one dozen cookies
and place them on display during
the program. The 2005 Fair Queen
and Junior Miss and Little Miss
winners will be the judges.

Contests include the senior citi-
zen with the most grandchildren
(must be able to provide proof);
most recently married senior citizen
couple (must be present); golden
anniversary couples (must be mar-

ried 50 years or more); oldest senior
man present; oldest senior woman
present; and senior citizen traveling
the furthest to attend the fair. In
addition, the Tahquamenon Area
Senior Citizens Center of Newberry
and the fair board will sponsor a
prize bingo program and will be
open to the general public from
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Cost per
individual (of any age) will be $5
for two cards. Money raised will be
used to purchase additional chairs
and folding tables for the fair-
grounds. For more information,
contact Marie at (906) 293-5621.

News has it that the Marquette
"Finn Fest" featured a wife carrying
contest. Yes, you read it right. This
tradition goes back to the 19th
Century. When men wanted to steal
the wives of other men, they literal-
ly picked them up and carried them
away. The idea was recently
thought of by a group of people in
Finland and was meant to be a joke,
but the idea took off and now there
are wife carrying contests in
Canada, Estonia, the United States,
Australia, Germany, and elsewhere.
We’re certainly glad that this cus-
tom was not carried into our world.
It seems that it has now been turned
into a competitive sporting event
that will be included in Marquette's
Finn Grand Fest activities. There is
a world championship competition
in Sonkajarve, Finland, since 1993.
At the world competition, a man
must carry a woman (who is at least
110 pounds) a distance of almost
three football fields.

The time and date for the race
have yet to be determined, said
Jerry Maki, Finn Fest's wife carry-
ing coordinator. He also said,
“There will be no weight restric-
tions and the woman and the man
do not necessarily need to be mar-
ried." Anyone who is interested
may call Jerry Jaki at (906) 475-

4612. It might be fun to watch, but
I don't know about being carried.

Lumberjack Days are going on
Saturday, August 27, and Sunday,
August 28, at the Tahquamenon
Logging Museum on M-123, north
of Newberry. Breakfast will be
served from 7 a.m. to noon. A log-
ging competition, country music,
woodcraft, concessions, and family
entertainment will be available for
the day.

Happy birthday to Forrest
McArthur August 25.  

Jim and Cherrell Rourke are cel-
ebrating a wedding anniversary
August 27, so we will wish them a
wonderful time. 

Stay safe and stay well. See you
next week.
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Cars Average 30 M.P.G.

’04 Pontiac Grand Am SE 4-dr 30,000 miles
$11,900

’03 Chevy Impala 4-door 46,000 miles ..........$11,500
’03 Pontiac Vibe 4-door 47,000 miles................$11,300
’03 Pontiac Sunfire SE 4-door 18,000 miles

$10,100
’03 Chrysler Sebring LX 4-door 35,000 miles

$10,400
’03 Dodge Intrepid SE 4-door 48,000 miles....$11,100
’02 Ford Taurus SES 4-door 36,000 miles  . . .$10,600
’02 Ford Escort SE 4-door 59,000 miles  . . . . . .$6,100
’02 Pontiac Grand Am GT 42,000 miles . . . . .$11,900
’02 Chrysler PT Cruiser Limited 13,000 miles  . $11,900
’02 Saturn L300 4-door, 47,000 miles . . . . . $9,900
’02 Oldsmobile Alero GL 4-door 29,000 miles  .$8,200
’02 Chevrolet Cavalier LS 4-door 71,000 miles .$6,500
’02 Oldsmobile Alero GL 4-door 29,000 miles  .$8,200
’01 Grand Am SE 4-door 81,000 miles  . . . . . . . .$6,200
’01 Chevy Malibu 46,000 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7,500

Vans Average 25 M.P.G.

’02 Dodge Caravan SE 67,000 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . .
$9,200

’02 Chrysler Town & Country 55,000 miles . .
$12,400

’00 Ford Windstar SEL 54,000 miles  . . . . . . . . .
$10,900

SUVs Average 20 M.P.G.

’04 Buick Rainier CXL AWD 23,000 miles . .$23,700
’03 Chevy Trailblazer LT 4x4 33,000 miles .$19,500
’03 GMC Envoy XL SLE 4x4 33,000 miles  . .$21,500
’02 GMC Envoy XL SLE 4x4 36,000 miles  . .$19,700
’02 Chevy Trailblazer LS 4x4 35,000 miles

$16,800

Trucks
’02 GMC Sierra SL 4x4 15,000 miles  . . . . . .$15,000
’90 Chevrolet Silverado 152,000 miles  . . . . . .$1,500

Sibbalds Sales & Service
2847 W. M-80, Kinross, MI    495-9837

Hours: M-F 10 a.m. -8 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Fair DealsFair Deals
Better Gas MileageBetter Gas Mileage

Test Drive YOURS

Store Hours: M-F, 9am - 6pm, Sat., 9am - 1pm
www.vitalcare.org

998 S. Main Street

Cheboygan

2264 Harbor-Petoskey Rd.

Petoskey

829 W. Main Street

Gaylord

� key ignition � speed: 15 - 20 miles per hour
� rechargeable electric batteries (2-12 volt)
� charges in 3 - 6 hours � range: approx. 20

miles per charge � variable speed adjustable
handle � rear hand brake with auto shut-

off � turn signals and brake lights
� deluxe adjustable seat  
� rear storage case � chain
driven � 12-inch air (tube) tires 
45 lbs. air pressure � aluminum
mag wheels � bike weight: 50 lbs;
supports up to 300 lbs � folds for

easy storage and transport.

Introducing the E-Bike!

atVitalCare

Medical, Surgical & Orthopedic Supplies
• Diabetic Care Center

Modern Pharmacy
127 N. Main Street, Cheboygan, MI 49721 • 1-231-627-9949

9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon. - Fri. • 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sat.

Pharmacy Services
Women’s Hormone Consultant

Veterinary Services
Animal Medications

Turn in your old Glucose Meter
and receive a 

NEW Sun Mark™ True Trac
Smart System Meter

Start Kit includes: meter, test strips, and Lancets
(offer good while supplies last)

DR. DAVID THURSTON
CHIROPRACTOR
SERVING THE EASTERN U.P. & 

STRAITS AREA FOR OVER 15 YEARS

Most Insurances Accepted
OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday at 8:30 a.m.

(906) 643-9940
135 Bertrand St., St. Ignace, MI 49781

American Amish Heirlooms
Amish Hand Crafted Furniture

Toys by Melissa & Doug
McCall’s Aroma Therapy Candles • Quilting Notions

Weaver Tack • Willow Tree • Gifts • Cards • Books • Teas
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9 - 5:30

210 E. Main Street, Pickford

(906) 647-2045

Doggy Styles
Pet Resort

• Retail Pet Supplies Available After Hours! 
Give Us a Call!!!!!

• Including Quality Dog & Cat Food
• Friendly, Caring Dog Boarding & Doggy Daycare
Cynthia & Cory Soderlund
23 Dunn Hill Rd., Cedarville, MI 49719
3/4 of mile south of the blinking light • (906) 484-2194

Hours:
M-F 10-4

Call on weekends

St. Ignace
Laundromat
Open 7 Days at  7 a.m. 

and

Pingatore
Cleaners
OFFICE HOURS:

8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
132 S. State    643-8336

Mary Says...
When you’re tired and awful beat

bring your cloths here for a special treat.

Hate to iron?
Use our FREE
Customer
Garment
Steamer

Try Our Drop-off Laundry Service

Thank you for sharing with us our Weekly Free Dry Specials last
winter. Watch for our next winter’s special starting in the fall.

ELDEST, Christopher
Paolini’s Sequel to ERAGON

NOW AVAILABLE

SAFE HARBOR BOOKS
Your Year Round Bookstore
www.safe-harbor-books.com
16 E. M-134 in Cedarville

Located at the intersection next
door to Arfstrom Pharmacy

(906) 484-3081 or 888-349-9919

Land Clearing ~ Site Preparation
Foundation Excavation

Septic Tanks • Systems • Drain Fields
Water & Sewer Installations________________________________

COMMERICAL SNOWPLOWING________________________________
115 Elliott Street • St. Ignace • 906-643-9595

Mackinac Island                    By Jeannette Doud
847-3301

Gould City          By Marilyn McNeil
477-6925 donmar@lighthouse.net
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