Thursday, November 3, 2005

Trend |Is Toward Slowly Declining Enrollment in EUP Schools; 3 Districts Report Growth
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almost matching the 266 students
the School Board had estimated
when budgeting. The district had 10
more students last year, said
Superintendent Jim Wilcoxin.

“What | see over the last few
yearsisthat kindergarten classesare
not as big as they used to be,” Mr.
Wilcoxin said. “That's the trend.
Maybe families just aren’t as large.
Engadine, 30 years ago, had about
500 kids in the school. Families
used to be alot bigger.”

Mr. Wilcoxin said while school
administrators are happy about the
per-pupil funding hike this year, but
noted that rising costs of heat and
busfuel thisyear will quickly offset
the increase.

“Any increase is better than
nothing, and we are happy they
increased it, but $175 isn't going to
go very far,” he sad.

Mackinac Idand School Gains
Nine Students

One of the schools to report an
enrollment surge this fal is
Mackinac Island Public School,
which grew in population from 72
students last year to 81 this year.

The growth does not impact
funding for the district, said
Superintendent Jack Dehring,
because the school isone of afew in
the state that does not qualify for
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foundation allowance.

“We look forward to a good
school year,” Mr. Dehring said. “We
are up in student population, and we
liketo seethat. I1t'sgood to have stu-
dentsto fill those seats.”

Mr. Dehring did note at a
September school board mesting
that student numbers may continue
to fluctuate during the school year,
as a few students move off-Idand
when seasond businesses close late
inthefdal.

Gros Cap School Notes
Enrollment Drop of Nine

Eighty students are enrolled at
Gros Cap School in Moran
Township this year, down from 89 a
year ago, said Superintendent Bill
Peltier. The school is completely
funded by property taxes, he said.

“The foundation allowance has
no bearing on Gros Cap School,”
Mr. Pdtier said. “Money from our
school is not coming from the state
but from local non-homestead prop-
erty owners. There are only a few
schools, last year | think it was
seven schools, in the state that oper-
ate on non-homestead property tax
only. One way to look at it is that
through their contribution to home-
stead property taxes, people who
live on Mackinac Idand, and at
Gros Cap and Mackinaw City are
helping to fund education for other
areas throughout the state.” Rather
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DEADLINE APPROACHING

FOR NATURAL GAS
SERVICE APPLICATIONS

Time is running out to have
natural gas service installed this year.

SEMCO ENERGY GAS COMPANY will accept applications
until NOVEMBER 15 for installation of gas service in 2005.
Applications received after that date will be set for
installation in the 2006 construction season.

Also, projects approved for 2005 installation must be
graded and ready for installation by November 21.

For more information contact
the Marketing Department at 1-800-624-2019
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than drawing foundation allowance
funds from the state, he explained,
homestead taxpayers in the district
are putting money “into the pot” of
state funds for education. Lottery
money and sdes tax dso plays a
part in the state's funding of educa
tion, he said.

Mackinaw City School
L oses Two Students;

High GasPrices Take8to 10

from School of Choice

There are 231 students enrolled
this fall a Mackinaw City Public
School, down just two students
from last year. Adding four-year-old
students in the school’s preschool
program, however, brings the total
number of youngsters at the school
to 246, said Superintendent Jeff
Curth.

While the state's foundation
allowance funding does not affect
Mackinaw City school district, the
rising cost of gasoline this year has
hit the school in an area that last
year was strong: the school of
choice program. Last year, the
choice option drew some 60 stu-

dents from neighboring Cheboygan
and Pellston digtricts. The program
represented at least 25 percent of the
district's enrollment, making it a
strong factor in student numbers at
the schoaol. A more typica draw of
school of choice students would be
roughly 10 percent to 15 percent,
Mr. Curth said.

“We are holding our own, but
gas prices have hurt school of
choice for us,” Mr. Curth told The
S. Ignace News. “We have logt
eight or 10 studentsthisfall because
families can’t afford to drive the
extra 20 or 25 minutes. They are not
choosing to go to the didtricts they
live in, but instead they are being
home schooled.”

Mr. Curth noted that high district
test scores, for example scoring
three points higher than the state and
nationa average onthe ACT college
admission test, have drawn students
from neighboring districts to
Mackinaw City in recent years.

Rudyard Area Schools Budgets
for 1,000, Enrolls 1,003
An unofficia count a Rudyard
Area Schools reveds a population

of 1,003 students this year, up from
1,000 a year ago. Population
remained fairly consistent, as antici-
pated, said Superintendent Nancy
Berkompas. “We balanced the
budget on 1,000.”

Times are tight for school fund-
ing a al Michigan schools right
now, Mrs. Berkompas said. “We
are, of course, looking at al options
for constraining our budget,” she
said of managing the district's
finances. “We are keeping our stu-
dents uppermost and we are not
planning any cuts to academics,
sports, or fine arts. Efficiency isthe
biggest issue, and we want to take a
look at each thing we do, and ask
oursdlves, ‘Are we doing this effi-
ciently?”

Enrollment Surge Boosts Bottom
Line at DeTour
DeTour Area Schools has 236 stu-
dents enrolled this year, compared
to 220 lagt fal and 230 last winter
semester. Interim  Superintendent
Angela Reed said a few families
moved into the digtrict, and class
sizes are il in the desirable range,
with 20 to 25 studentsin high school
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classes.

Most of the didtrict’'s revenue
comes from property taxes, shesaid,
although the district does receive a
portion of the foundation allowance
fundsthat other area schools get. As
waterfront property values continue
to rise in the digtrict, she pointed
out, more and more of the district’s
funding will come from non-home-
stead property taxes, and propor-
tionately less will be needed from
the state’s foundation alowance.

Mrs. Reed, formerly thedistrict’s
principal for kindergarten through
12th grade, replaces Joe Powers as
superintendent. Mr. Powers took a
position as school superintendent in
Grayling. Mrs. Reed now serves as
interim superintendent and elemen-
tary school principal, while specia
education teacher Angela Nettleton
serves as middle school and high
school principal in addition to teach-
ing haf-time.

“This is an interim solution,
while the school board is consider-
ing how to fill positions and
whether to conduct a full superin-
tendent search,” Mrs. Reed said.

Great Waters Tourism Workshop To Focus on Combined EUP Efforts
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by bringing ettention to the Lake
Superior Trail, Ms. Hudson said. It
does the same with the Lake Huron
Tral and the Lake Michigan Trall,
which travels adong the lake before
turning north and connecting to
Seney Wildlife Refuge. At some
point, Mrs. Hudson said, she would
liketo add the &t. Mary'sRiver tothe
liss and create an officia touring
loop.

The Great Waters connects
approximately 35 dites, and trail
guides employed by EUPNTA will
be part of The Great Waters project,
providing away to enhance tourists
outdoor experiences at their chosen
locations.

According to Ms. Hudson, theini-
tiativeisdriven by the redization that

the EUPisthe only placeintheworld
where such great and varied bodies of
water meet, a region with beautiful
netural aress aswell asarich higory.

“Water, trees, and higtory can be
found in other places,” she said, “but
this is the only place that has such a
powerful combination.”

The Grest Weaters project con-
nects its various trails by established
themes. In brochures, interpreted
walks, and information on the Web
dte, tourists can explore The Lake
Huron Trail theme, for example,
which is based on “shdtered bays
and ancient paths.” The Lake Huron
Tral theme focuses on voyageurs,
Native American history, and scien-
tific information concerning glaciers,
Ms. Hudson said.

The Lake Michigan Trail theme
will be based on “windswept dunes’

Complimentary Breakfast Honoring Seniors

Monday, Nov. 7
8 to 11 a.m.

BIG Boy’s 2" ANNUAL
Seniors
Appreciation
Day
Breakfast

Redeemable at St. Ignace Big Boy Restaurant Only ¢ US-2 St. Ignace
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 906-643-1555
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Snowplow Rodeo
Thurs., Nov.10"

Hyde Equipment’s

starting at 9 a.m.

See the NEW Pro Plus Contractor’s Plow
and the full line of Salt/Sand Spreaders.

SALES ON INVENTORY ® USED ITEMS ON SALE

A day of equipment displays

& demonstrations

Door Prizes & Giveaways
Lunch & Refreshments are on us!
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WESTERN
PRODUCTS
(Get dealer pricing
on plows and
spreaders all day.
COD only)

See our new summer product lines for landscaping and mowing!
Ferris, Thomas, Shindiawa, Honda, Kawasaki,
Karcher Pressure washers, and more!

Phone:
800-678-4933

1688 McDougal Rd.
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and “hidden lakes” The Lake
Superior Trail, amaritime theme, will
be based on “rugged shores and
faling water,” she added.

Key to the project is The Great
Waters Web ste, which sets itsdlf
asde from other tourism-based sites
by keeping dtrictly to these themes,
promoting local businesses and
artists, and keeping to a strong con-
servation ethic.

“Through this project,” Ms.
Hudson said, “we are trying to help
build an economy compatible with
the place welive.”

At the upcoming meeting, organ-
izers will provide business operators
with trail maps they can give to
tourigts. The Great Waters organiza
tion will also offer a 70-page trail
guide detailing activities to attract
new travelers. The meeting will dis-
cuss ways to lengthen the stays of
tourists and ways to get new busi-
nesses into the fold.

At the workshop, board members

will explain how businesses can be
linked to, or lised on, The Grest
Waters Web site.

BrightBridge Studios crested the
Great Waters site, which is found at
www.greatwaters.net.

At the workshop, Jon Roth, prin-
cipd of BrightBridge Studios, will
discuss current trends in eectronic
marketing that uses the Internet, e-
mail, and mobile telephones.Mr.
Roth will provide business represen-
tatives with ways to manage Web
sites, and explain how to develop site
content.

There will be two other seminars
to promote The Great Waters initia
tive

Regidration for the event codts
$35 per person. Additional members
of abusiness can attend at a reduced
rate of $15 per person.

Interested parties can call the
Sault Area Chamber of Commerce
for more information at (906) 632-
3301

Planners Share |deas at Conference
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Eastern Upper Peninsula
Intermediate School District,
Gwen Worley, the executive direc-
tor of Michigan Works, and Glenn
Lahti of the Great Waters tourism
project.

The conference was sponsored
by Chippewa, Luce, and Sault Ste.
Marie Economic Development
Corporations, Sault Ste. Marie

Schools, Bay Mills Community
College, Lake Superior State
University’s Center for Socia

Research, Michigan State
University Extension Service,
Chippewa County Health
Department, War Memoria

Hospital, Michigan Works, EUP
Regional Planning and
Development Commission, and
the Multipurpose Collaborative
Body of Chippewa County.

Community

Calendar
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eSundays: Raber AmVets
Auxiliary Bingo, 6 p.m., Raber
Township Hall, Goetzville.

Brimley

«Saturday, November 5: 26th
Annual Brimley Christmas
Craft Show, 10 am. to 4 p.m.,
Brimley School.

Naubinway
*Wednesday, November 2:
DNR Open House, 3 p.m. to 6

p.m., DNR Naubinway Field
Office.
Cheboygan
*Friday, November 18:

American Red Cross Blood
Drive, noon to 5:45 p.m., St
Thomas Lutheran Church.

*Friday, November 28:
American Red Cross Blood
Drive, noon to 5:45 p.m., St. John
Lutheran Church.

*Mondays: Gamblers
Anonymous Mestings, at 1 p.m.,
Harbor Hall a 520 North Main
Street, Number 106.

U.P. TIRE

Comprlete Tire Sales & Service

(906) 632-6661 *

Sault Ste. Marie

*Thursday, November 3: Basic
Diabetes Class, 4 p.m.to 8 p.m. at
Tribal Heath Center Auditorium.
Call (906) 632-5210 for informa
tion.

*Tuesday, November 15:
American Red Cross Blood
Drive, 10 am. to 3:45 p.m., U.S.
Coast Guard Base.

Wednesday, November 16:
American Red Cross Blood
Drive, 10 am. to 3:45 p.m., First
Church of Christ.

*Wednesday, November 23:
American Red Cross Blood
Drive, 10 am. to 2:45 p.m., Faith
Lutheran Church.

To submit your group’s infor-
mation for consideration in this
space, fax information including
complete date, time, and location
to (906) 643-9122 or call The S.
Ignace News at (906) 643-9150.
Please submit information at least
two weeks prior to scheduled
event.

Firestone

1129 E. Easterday Ave.,
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

1-800-635-6661




