Thursday, November 3, 2005

Pips, Paint
And Pushka

Dear Mark,
In one of your archived
columns on your website

(http://Imarkpilarski .com) you
stated thefollowing: " In the casi-
nos | have worked in, we used
Bee Playing cards manufactured
by the U. S. Playing Card Co. of
Cincinnati, Ohio. When vyou
cracked the seal of their cards,
you faced the pips and paint of
the spade suit directly, not the
hinny side. In order from ace,
two through the king, diamonds,
clubs and hearts follow spades.”
What exactly did you mean by
" pips and paint."

John P.

Paint, John, isaface card, i.e, a
jack, king, or queen. At ablackjack
table, you'll occasionally hear a
player yell out when he doubles
down with an 11; "Let's see some
paint."

A pip is a suit spot (heart, dia
mond, spade or club) on the face of
a card. Each face card has four
pips; one at each corner (two) just
outside the square border and just
under the J, K, or Q representing
the card's rank. The other two are
within the border, alongside each
head.

Aces have three pips, one pip
directly in the center of the card
and one each just under the A at
each end.

As for the 2-10 cards, each has
two more pips than the number that
represents its rank. For instance,
for a 10 of spades, you'll find the
rank total of 10 pips in the center
area of the card, plus one more pip
(two total) under the rank number
on each end.

As a former pit boss, to thwart
card counters, | also counted down
the deck, but from a distance. And
although from across the pit it can
be hard to distinguish the corner
number 5, you can become quite
skillful at reading the pip patterns
on the centra part of the 2 -10
cards with just a little practice.

Dear Mark,
| believe only you could proba-
bly answer this question as
you're Polish and you know a
thing or two about gambling.
What does the Polish word
"pushka" mean, and how does it
relate to gambling?
Stanley G.

A wordsmith I'm not, knowing a
thing or two is questionable, but,
Stanley, let me take a whack at it.
Here goes.

The first time | heard the word
pushka was while dealing black-
jack; a player used it when we
pushed on an 18. The player said it
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was Polish for us having the same
hand. Although my parents spoke
Polish around the house, it was
only the curse words related to
cleaning my room that | retained,
but I figured encyclopedic mom
would be a good etymological
source to clarify pushka. But no,
she said, apush, asin meaning "the
same kind", is rodzaj in Polish. So
that didn't square.

Years later, | actually came
across that word once again, but
thistime it was related to the game
of poker. A poker dictionary said
that a pushka was an arrangement
between two or more players to
share part of the pots they win. But
more specifically, it was defined as
a box-like container where shared
chips are placed. Pushka partners
could place a certain amount from
each won pot into the container,
and split the contents later. That
dictionary stated the word pushka
supposedly comes from the Polish
word for box viaa Yiddish transa-
tion.

Well, Stanley, that sort of flies
because "box" in Polish is puszka
(but with z in lieu of h); defined
properly, atin can or apoor box. As
for the Yiddish interpretation of the
word, a quick Google search
acquainted me with the fact that
there is atradition amongst Jews to
place pushka (h instead of z) chari-
ty boxes in their home, office and
children's bedrooms, where indi-
viduals can drop coinsin on adaily
basis.

Of course, Stanley, we all know
that casinos have those same push-
ka"charity" boxes under each gam-
ing table. Your hard-earned money
finds its way into those boxes
every time you change-up paper
into casino chips.

Na zdrowie ---To your good
health.

Gambling Wisdom of the Week:
"Over an infinite amount of time
everyone holds the same cards.
Unfortunately, none of us live to
experience an infinite number of
hands."

IRussell Fox & Scott T. Harker,
Mastering No-Limit Hold'em

Got a question about gambling?
Write to: Deal Me In, PO. Box
1234, Traverse City, Michigan 49685 -
emal: pilarski@markpilarski.com
* To order Mark Pilarski’s*Hooked
on Winning” audio cassettes-lami-
nated win cards package ($12.95
plus$2 S& H) cdl 1-800-WINNERS.
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Masuga Named M athematics Regional Teacher of Year

*Continued from page 13
the school services or facilities
although they are not enrolled as
full-time students. The schools had
415 full-time students in
September 2004. Fewer students
means |ess state aid for the district.

“We've cut our budget about as
low as we can get it,” Mr.
Goehmann said.

Budget Amendments Adopted

The Board adopted budget
amendments that added $12,240 to
the General Fund budget deficit of
$62,492.  Trustees  adopted
$3,429,384 in revenues and
$3,504,116 in expenditures, leav-
ing $74,732 in expenditures not
covered by the this year’s project-
ed revenues. Money from the dis-
trict’s fund equity will be used to
cover the deficit, which was
caused primarily by funding
reductions in federal and state
assistance grants provided for
school programs. A food service
deficit created another added
expense, as $3,397 of General
Fund money will be used to cover
the food service expenses. Trustees
at last month's meeting elected to
raise meal prices to help cover the

deficit and increasing expenses,
but the new revenue from the high-
er prices apparently still won't be
enough. The General Fund will
also cover a $4,178 deficit in the
athletic fund. The district is pro-
jected to spend $96,066 and takein
$91,888 in revenues.

High School Report

High School Principal Randy
Schaedig announced that Valerie
Masuga has been named the
Mathematics Regional Teacher of
the Year by the Michigan Council
of Teachers. She was expected to
receive the award from the Council
last week.

A group of German students
visited the school last month
through an exchange program
based in Holland. They stayed at
the First Union Church and spent
two class periods at Cedarville
High School with a guide from the
school.

“It was areal interesting couple

of hours with them here,” Mr.
Schaedig commented.
He spoke to trustees about grad-

uation requirements, and submit-
ted a report comparing Cedarville
High School’s graduation require-

ments to 292 other schools
reguirements.

Of those schoals, requirements
were predominantly four years of
English language arts, three years
of mathematics and social studies,
two years of science, and no lan-
guage, family and consumer sci-
ence, or at requirements.
Cedarville mirrored most of the
schools that responded, with the
exception of requiring three years
of English and three years of sci-
ence. According to the report, there
does not seem to be any consisten-
cy in academic requirements, nor
do the technology requirements of
one year or less seem adequate
enough to meet the changing work
and educational environment.

“l think there will be a real
movement toward aligning schools
with each other and making the
requirements more consistent,”
Mr. Schaedig said. “I think there
must be some more standardiza-
tion coming down the pike.”

Elementary School Report

Principal Eric Cardwell report-
ed that the school raised $1,818 for
hurricane relief through various
fundraisers. The money was given
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to the American Red Cross last
week.

During the school year 2004-
2005, every parent or guardian of
an elementary school student
attended either the fall or spring
conferences, or both. Mr. Cardwell
assembled a historical account of
parent participation in student-led
conferences in preparation for an
Eastern Upper Peninsula
Intermediate School District pres-
entation. Participation seems to
have increased with the introduc-
tion of student-led conferences. In
2003-2004, for instance, 89.4 per-
cent of adults participated in tradi-
tional parent-teacher conferences,
while 95.8 percent participated in
student-led conferences.

Homework laboratory, an after-
school session that provides stu-
dents with an instructor to help
with assignments, started
Thursday, October 20. Special
Education teacher Becky Meyers
monitors the session and provides
assistance when necessary. She is
joined by tutor Judy Hamel.
Homework laboratory is available
each Thursday, from 3:06 p.m. to
4:30 p.m.

“Would you shoot aruffed grouse run-
ning on the ground?’ That was a question
that came up while a group of Michigan
bird hunters were discussing the merits of

their favorite gamebirds.

Aside from a shaking of heads, nobody
would admit to doing such a thing until
one spoke up: “1 always wait until after

they stop running.”

Most bird hunters, of course, consider

chickens, pheasants, jacksnipe, and a
number of the ducks. Included are the
black duck, mallard, spoonbill, wood
duck, plus widgeon, and gadwall.

Among other waterfowl, some have
been clocked at 45 miles per hour, includ-
ing swans and Canada geese. The little
green-winged teal is able to zing by at 79
miles per hour, while the redhead duck
can hit speeds of 87. Surprisingly, the

all

it's al part of the hunting challenge to
give the gamebird an opportunity first to
escape the shot pattern. Few hunters are
fully prepared for the explosive takeoff of
a ruffed grouse, even though these birds
rarely fly as fast as might be imagined.
The flight of an upland gamebird
depends on a number of conditions.
When unmolested, its flight is slower
than when it's aware of danger close by.
So, just how fast can a gamebird fly?
Surprising figures on the flight of

blue-winged teal is capable of an 89,
while the canvasback has managed to flap
by at 94, making it the fastest gamebird
in the United States.

None of these figures remains accurate
under some conditions. Flush alittle jack-
snipe on awindy day and it will look like
arocket blasting off in its twisting flight.
Nobody wants to brag about marksman-
ship at such times, as the birds have a lot
of air around them. If the scattergun

states, although it
was once hunted
along with other
birds. Wildlife agen-
cies keep a careful
watch on game and
non-game birds and if
any seemsto bein
danger from over-
hunting, they go on
a protected list.

While the canvasback is considered

charge fails to arrive on the target, who

unmolested gamebirds have been comput-

ed by a number of researchers, although

the “average” can vary according to con-
ditions. The ruffed grouse is among the
birds that fly at 41 miles per hour. The
same can be said of quail and prairie

can have areal excuse?

Mourning doves, which are legally
hunted in a majority of states without
endangering them, have a known speed of
just 34 miles per hour. So does the
curlew, which is now fully protected in

the champion of flying gamebirds, its 94
miles per hour is no match for some of
the hawks, which are fully protected.
When a big predatory hawk zeroesin on
any other bird and dives on it from the
heights, it makes the canvasback ook
like a slowpoke.

Environmental Summit Planned for St. Marys River Nov. 10

A fifth annual Environmental Thursday, November 10, from 5

Summit will explore the status of
the St. Marys River environment

p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Cisler Center
at Lake Superior State University
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REAL ESTATE
ASHEVILLE NC AREA-
MOUNTAIN  ACREAGE
Spectacular gated riverfront
mountain community bor-
dering Pisgah Nat! Forest.
1-8 acre buiding sites from
the $50s. Community lodge/
recreation center & river
walk. Call 866-340-8446
FALL IN LOVE with
Rockport-Fulton,  Texas!
Click www.rockport-
fulton.org for special offers.
Fishing, art, seafood, muse-
ums, historic homes, Blue
Wave Beach, ...and most
unique shopping! 1-800-
826-6441.

LAKE  CUMBERLAND
KENTUCKY TWIN
CREEKS ESTATES offers
Lake lots starting at $9,900.
Perfect location - See the
Best before you buy! Call
owners  1-270-734-6053

www.twincreeksestates.com
NORTH CAROLINA
GATED  LAKEFRONT

COMMUNITY 1.5 acres
plus, 90 miles of shoreline.
Never before offered with
20% pre-development dis-
counts, 90% financing. Call
800-709-5253
FINANCIAL
SERVICES
B ALL MORTGAGE
LOANS**** Refinance &
use your home’s equity for
any purpose: Land Contract
& Mortgage Payoffs, Home
Improvements, Debt
Consolidation, ~ Property
Taxes. Cash available for
Good, Bad, or Ugly Credit!
1-800-246-8100 Anytime!
United Mortgage Services.
www.umsmortgage.com
ALL TYPES OF MORT-
GAGES & HOMEOWNER
LOANS! Refinancing, Bill
Consolidations, Home Im-
provement, Back Taxes,
Any Credit, Purchases,
Foreclosures, Fast Cash
Closings! Anytime! 1-800-
611-3766 Access Mortgage!
$$CASH$$  Immediate
Cash for Structured Settle-
ments, Annuities, Law Suits
Inheritances, ~ Mortgage
Notes & Cash Flows. J.G.
Wentworth- #1 1-(800)794-
7310.
DR. DANIELS AND SON
REAL ESTATE LOANS
AND BUYS LAND CON-
TRACTS. Fast Funding,
Private  Money. Homes,
Land, All Property Types

$10,000 to $500,000. Any
Credit, Any Reason, Deal
Directly ~ with  Decision
Maker. ~ 1-800-837-6166,
248-335-6166  allan@dr
danielsandson.com
MORTGAGE RATES
DOWN TO 1% Interest (plus
margin)!! Get up to 100%
financing! ~ Self-employed
and jumbo okay. Apply
online at www.turnermort-
gages.com or call 877-274-
9007

EMPLOYMENT

DRIVER - COVENANT
TRANSPORT.  Regional
Runs Available. Excellent
Pay & Benefits. Exp. Dri-
vers, Teams, O/0 &
Students Welcome. Refrig-
erated Now Available. 888-
MORE-PAY  (1-888-667-
3729).

DRIVER - OWNER OPER-
ATORS. Average Revenue
$165,000. $5,000 Sign-On
Bonus, $1.10 per mile plus
33 cpm fsc. Guaranteed
Hometime. Lease Purchase
Program. Class-A CDL
Required. Triple  Crown
Services. Call Mary at 800-
756-7433, ext. 2. www.triple-
crownsve.com

DRIVERS - SEMI-OTR
DRIVERS, are you just a
number? Come work for the
Buske Family, Good Equip,
Pay, Benefits....More, Ask
our Drivers. 800-879-2486 x
286

DRIVERS - SEMI-OWNER
OPERATORS! Earn up to
$1.41 per mile. Free Base
Plates, Permits, Qual-Com.
No touch freight! Drivers,
Check us Out. 1-877-613-
6385 x286
DRIVERS/DRIVING
SCHOOL GRADUATES
wanted. Tuition reimburse-
ment. No waiting for trainers.
Passenger Policy. No NYC.
Guaranteed ~ Hometime.
Dedicated and regional
available. USA Truck 866-
483-3413

JOB SKILL TRAINING and
free tuition assistance plus
up to a $15,000 enlistment
bonus. To see if you qualify
contact  www.1-800-GO-
GUARD.com.

HELP WANTED: Want to
work for a Michigan news-
paper? Get a free weekly e-
mail list of newspaper posi-
tions available. Visit http:
/fwww.michiganpress.org/su

bscribe.php.

NOW HIRING FOR 2005
Postal Positions. $18.50-
$59.00+/hr. Full benefits/
Paid Training & Vacations.
No experience necessary. 1-
800-895-5492 Public
Announcement. Ref#6869
SALES/ESTATE  PLAN-
NING! We provide qualified
leads, complete product
training and sales support.
$1,800-$2,700 weekly
income potential. Prior sales
experience a must. www.
growwithufsc.com 800-367-
7795 x 410

WE HAVE REGIONAL DRI-
VERS who'll earn over
$72,000 this year! How
much will You eam? Home
weekly! We simply offer
more! Heartland Express 1-
800-441-4953 www.heart-
landexpress.com

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

ALL CASH CANDY
ROUTE. Do you eam up to
$800/day? Your own local
candy route. Includes 30
machines and Candy. All for
$9,995. Call 1-800-814-
6472.

FOR SALE

BUILDING SALE! ‘Last
Chance!” 20x26 Now $3995.
25x30 $5700. 30x40 $8300.
40x60  $12,900. Many
Others. Meets high snow
and wind. One end included.
Pioneer. 1-800-668-5422.
HUSKY METAL ROOFING,
standing seam snap-loc
concealed fastners, 14 ulira-
cool colors, 26 gauge steel,
added steel 2x4's, insulation
for over shingles, new, mod-
ulars mobiles, insured, war-
ranteed, 800-360-2379
PIONEER POLE BLDGS.
30'x40'x10’, $8190.00.
12'x10" All Metal Slider, 36"
Entrance, 12 Colors, 2'x6'
Trusses, Material And Labor,
Free Quotes, #1 Company
In Michigan 1-800-292-0679
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY
$2,795.00 Convert your
LOGS TO VALUABLE
LUMBER with our Norwood
Portable band sawmill. Log
skidders also available.
www.norwoodindustries.co
m - Free information: 1-800-
578-1363 ext. 300N

ANTIQUES

GOODWILL  ANTIQUES

SHOW Shotwell-Gustafson
Pavilion, Oakland University,
Rochester, Michigan. Sat.
Nov. 12, 10-6, Sun. Nov. 13,
11-5. Admission $10.00.
Fifty ~ Premier  Antique
Dealers, Café, Goodwill

WEEKEND
EVENTS

FALL CHEVY/VETTEFEST
November 5-6, 2005. All
Chevrolet & Corvette Swap
Meet, Car Show and Sale.
McCormick Place North
Building Chicago, IL 9AM-
6PM Saturday & Sunday.
Call 708-563-4300 - 8AM-
5PM M-F. midamericapro-
motions.com
SHIPSHEWANA ON THE
ROAD Scaring Eagle
Casino, Mt. Pleasant, MI.
Saturday, November 12
from 9 am - 6 pm. Sunday,
November 13 from 10am-5
pm. Have your picture taken
with live reindeer Sunday
noon to 4 pm. $3.00 Adults,
children 12 and under Free.
More info: 269-979-8888
www.ShipshewanaOnTheR
oad.com

SHIPSHEWANA ON THE
ROAD Kellogg Arena, Battle
Creek, MI. Saturday, Nov. 5
from 9 am - 6 pm. Sunday,
Nov. 6 from 10 am - 5 pm.
$3.00 Adults, children 12
and under Free. More info:
269-979-8888  www.Ship
shewanaOnTheRoad.com

__AUCTIONS _

FORECLOSURE  AUC-
TION! 1.38+/- acre commer-
ical site with building. $5001
opening bid-November 18,
Indian River, Cheboygan
County, MI. Tranzon Bippus
888-481-5108  www.tran-
zon.com

__SERVICES _

PLACE YOUR
STATEWIDE AD HERE!
$299 buys a 25-word clas-
sified ad offering over 1.6
million circulation and 4.2
million readers. Plus your
ad will be placed on
Michigan Press
Association’s  website.
Contact this newspaper for
details.

REACH 3.5 MILLION
Michigan readers with a 2
x 2 display ad for only
$999 - Contact this news-
paper for details.

(LSSU) at Sault Ste. Marie. The
Binational Public Advisory
Council and Lake Superior State
University Biology Department
are hosting the event, which is
open to the public.

“Each year, the summit brings
together units of government,
government agencies, citizens
groups, and individual residents
from both sides of the river to
review the status of environmen-
tal conditions and to discuss
opportunities to work together to
further improve our shared envi-
ronment,” said Gregory
Zimmerman, Ph.D., of LSSU’s
Biology Department.

The summit starts with an
information fair at which local
environmental groups and agen-
cies display their activities, show

how individuals can get involved
with those groups and provides a
chance to talk one-on-one with
group leaders.

The second part of the summit
is an open discussion session led
by apanel of speakers. Thisyear’s
topic is“A Sustainable Sault.”

“This discussion is the first of
a series of workshop discussions
about how we can be a communi-
ty that provides economic oppor-
tunities but also preserve the fea-
tures that make the Sault area an
amazing place to live,” Mr.
Zimmerman said.

Any group interested in reserv-
ing space for the information fair
should contact Lora Premo in the
BPAC Resource Office, stmarys-
river@LSSU.EDU. There is no
charge for display space.

News From Mackinac | dand

*Continued from page 21

They will spend the winter months
in Fort Myers Beach, Florida.

Joyce and David Dodge are
spending the winter in Naples,
Florida

We miss al our many friends
and sincerely hope that they will
enjoy a happy healthy winter.

| was pleasantly surprised this
past week to receive a visit from
summer cottagers of Hubbard's
Annex, who were spending a week
a their Idand home, leaving their
winter Florida residence in North
Pam Beach. Rosdlie and Jacob
Roush, owners of the former Gunn
Cottage, were escaping from
Hurricane Wilma. Their daughter,
Rebecca, is a senior at Welledey

College. We give them awarm wel-
come to Mackinac. Hopefully,
they’re back safe and sound in their
Florida home.

Shortly after Ann and Tim
Timmons left for their home in
Palm City, Florida, we received a
note from them, postmarked
Atlanta, Georgia. The Timmons did
get to escape Hurricane Wilma.
They flew from Atlanta to London,
where they met their son, Mark
Timmons, and family. They board-
ed the Queen Elizabeth Il for a 16-
day cruiseinthe Mediterranean Sea.

Loretta and Tony Spata are now
residing in their winter home in
Traverse City.

| hope everyone gets some rest
and relaxation.

Winter Meetings Set on Mackinac Island

Mackinac Island City Council will consolidate monthly committee
meetings during the winter. The decision was made during council’s reg-
ular meeting Wednesday, October 26.

Council will continue to meet every other Wednesday at 5 p.m. The
Ordinance Committee will meet before Council, though the meeting start
time will vary from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. depending on its agenda and on any
special meetings that might be scheduled that day.

The Street Committee, Finance Committee, and Public Safety
Committee will meet the second Thursday of every month at 4 p.m.



