
By Amy Polk
Students at the Alternative

Community Education (ACE)
school in Cedarville completed
another round of water quality tests
in late September, continuing assis-
tance with water quality preserva-
tion efforts in the Les Cheneaux
Islands. The students collected
water and sediment samples at
Steele and Law creeks in Hessel,
then tested the water chemistry and
identified macroinvertebrates back
at the school laboratory.
Macroinvertebrates are water
insects, and other organisms like
larval clams and crayfish, that are
used by biologists to indicate water
quality. The more macroinverte-
brates found in a sediment sample,
the better the condition of the water,
since such organisms thrive in clean
water. Fewer macroinvertebrates of
limited variety indicate poor water
quality and possible pollution.

The students were led by ACE
instructor Jim Patrick, and Wendy
Wagoner of Cedarville, a member
of the Les Cheneaux Watershed
Council and a program coordinator
for the local Water Guardians
“Youth to Seniors” project. 

Ms. Wagoner and
Chippewa/East Mackinac

Conservation District Coordinator
Dusty King are coordinating the
project, training volunteers who
will serve as knowledgeable
resource people for their communi-
ties. Those who are trained as Water
Guardians are expected to be able
to help prevent and solve local
water quality problems. Water
Guardians receive the technical
training and support they need to
access, communicate, and protect
ground and surface water quality
throughout their regions. With their
knowledge and ability to identify
problems, their goal is to help local
units of government respond to
water quality problems before those
problems lead to human health
impacts in the general population.

The Water Guardians program
focuses on training older adults in
the Eastern Upper Peninsula, how-
ever, the program coordinators also
seek to enable young people to
serve as Water Guardians in their
community as well. 

Last year, Ms. Wagoner worked
with ACE to test local creeks for the
Les Cheneaux Watershed Council.
The testing has become part of the
science curriculum at ACE, which
obtained a grant to buy a micro-
scope and books to assist with

macroinvertebrate identification.
“I love working with the ACE

kids on this project. We hope to col-
lect data each year,” Ms. Wagoner
said, describing her experience over
the past two years. “This year the
kids are very interested in the proj-
ect and all participated well.
Sometimes we get kids who are a
little squeamish but they all seem to
find this interesting. We really
enjoy finding the caddis flies. They
make their shells out of materials
from the bottom of the creek bed.
Some look like little pebbles or a
stick, then their legs and head poke
out and they move.”

She said the school is planning a
field trip to Lake Superior State
University in Sault Ste. Marie to
meet with a biologist who special-
izes in macroinvertebrates and to
tour the science facility.

“I would like the kids to see that
doing this kind of field work could
lead to jobs in this area of biology,
if they are interested,” Ms. Wagoner
said. 

She hopes students will gain
from these experiences a greater
interest in their environment and in
keeping it clean.

“The next time someone is to
pollute in the watershed, they might
say, ‘Hey, maybe we shouldn't do
that-- it affects our drinking water,
animals, the food we eat, our recre-
ation activities such as swimming,
boating, and fishing,’” Ms.
Wagoner said. “It also helps them
connect the chain from these small
macroinvertebrates, to the insects
we see on a daily basis in the sum-
mer, and the effect they have on the
chain of life.”

Over the past two years, the
ACE students have tested 10 creeks
in the Les Cheneaux watershed,
including Beavertail, Prentiss,
Bush, McKay, Flowers, Pearson,
Pollack, Mackinac, Law, and
Steele. Samplers collect 100
macroinvertebrates from each creek
and identify them by type to deter-
mine how many different species
are present. Water chemistry tests

determine the dissolved oxygen,
nitrates, phosphates, conductivity,
total dissolved solids, turbidity, and
pH levels. Les Cheneaux Watershed
Council members and Cedarville
High School science classes, led by
science teacher Kevin St. Onge,
also perform annual tests to con-
tribute to the Les Cheneaux
Watershed water quality surveys.
Mr. St. Onge also took his biology
students to Prentiss Bay this fall to
collect and analyze macroinverte-
brate numbers and diversity. These
numbers are then used to assign a
water quality value to the body of
water being sampled, High School
Principal Randy Schaedig said in a
report to the Les Cheneaux Schools
Board of Education.

“Getting data and keeping up on
this on a yearly basis will give us
material we will need to get any
grants in the future of our local
watershed,” Ms. Wagoner said.
“This data will help us provide indi-
cators of a clean or unclean ecosys-
tem.”
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Flu Shot Clinics
for Allied EMS Subscription Members

Saturday, November 5
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Ignace Allied EMS
210 Burdette Street

and

Mackinac Island 
Ambulance Station

Cost 
$10

For questions call 906-643-6538

WED., NOV. 2 Lasagna, garlic toast & vegetable
$595

THURS., NOV. 3 BBQ Ribs, choice of potato
$595

FRI., NOV. 4 Prime Rib, choice of potato
$795   

MON., NOV. 7 1/2 Baked Chicken, mashed potatoes & vegetable
$595

TUES., NOV. 8 Pork Steak, mashed potatoes & vegetable
$595

Bentley’s 

B-n-L 
Cafe

DAILY SPECIALS

OPEN
at 7:00 a.m. 7 days a week
Hand Dipped Ice Cream

Malts & Shakes

Call in for take-out orders
643-7910

Downtown St. Ignace Gift Certificates Available

Customer Appreciation Day  Sunday, Nov. 6th 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

1947 Prices • Breakfast Only • Coffee 5¢

BUILDING SUPPLY AUCTION
Saturday, Nov. 5, 10 a.m.

Weiss Builders’ Construction and Storage Buildings
168 S. Portage Rd., St. Ignace

Previewing at 9:00 a.m.

Roofing Supplies, Trims, Stairway-Porch-Deck Supplies, 
Kitchen Cabinets, Counter Tops, Doors (Interior and Exterior), 

Vinyl Siding, Lighting Supplies, Windows, Hardware, Paint.

Fowler Auctions
Charlie Fowler, Auctioneer (906) 643-6537

Terms: Cash or MI check, not responsible for accidents or items after sold. Announcements from 
auction block take precedence over printed matter. All items to be paid for and removed day of sale.

Check Weiss Builders Web Site at www.weissbuilder.com 
for complete listing. Auction will be held indoors. 

Bring your dimensions and trucks as it will go fast with many bargains.

Mon. - Fri. 
8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

(906) 643-8040
Toll Free

1-877-562-7249
www.mackinacford.com

West U.S. 2
St. Ignace 

2003 Chevrolet Silverado
HD Pkg., V-8, Auto, Air,

Cruise, Tilt, Box Liner, 

8 ft. Box, 4x4

$18,995

Raber Area Sportsmen’s Club

RIFLE 
SIGHT IN DAY

At the Club property: 13643 E.
Mike’s Landing Rd., Raber

November 5th at 11 a.m.
Lunch served at noon

Bring the family and get your
rifle ready for the opener!

For questions call:
Harrison Bosley 906-647-9955

ST. IGNACE
909 West US-2 • 643-8138 

located in front of Quality Inn
Open Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CEDARVILLE
507 West Hwy. M-134 • 484-3099

located across from Car Wash
Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

➧

2 LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE 

YOU

Your savings federally insured to $100,000

NCUA
National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

Stop In and Take Advantage of Our 

CD 
Special

Available for a Limited Time

CLOSED 
Friday, November 11 

in observance of Veteran’s Day

New

NOT A MEMBER?
NOT A PROBLEM,

ALL RESIDENTS and EMPLOYEES
in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 

are welcome to join!
Stop in and let your money work for you!

NEW Location in 
St. Ignace Opening Soon!

940 U.S. 2 

Students Test Water Quality in Steele and Law Creeks at Les Cheneaux

Andrew Reynolds, an Alternative Community Education student in Cedarville, holds up a sample jar
with some water, sediment, and a crayfish from Steele Creek in Hessel, during a September sampling of
Les Cheneaux area creeks.

At left: Cedarville High
School science students, led by
science teacher Kevin St. Onge,
perform water chemistry tests
earlier this year on water sam-
ples from Prentiss Creek, east of
Cedarville. Their annual spring
tests complement work that was
performed by the Alternative
Community Education school of
Cedarville.  

Food Program
Participants Must
Sign Up for Card

Area residents who may be eli-
gible for The Emergency Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP) and
the Commodity Supplemental
Food Program (CSFP) must sign
up for a new program card and to
be placed on a list to receive food
for distribution. All cards issued
before September are now expired.

In Mackinac County, the fol-
lowing enrollment sessions are
scheduled: Thursday, November 3,
and Friday, November 4, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Community
Action Agency, and Wednesday,
November 2, from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. at Clark Township Hall in
Cedarville.

Applicants must show proof of
residence and proof of total house-
hold income. Applicants must meet
the following annual income guide-
lines to be eligible for The
Emergency Food Assistance
Program: Single and under 60
years of age, $12,441; for each
additional household member
under 60 years of age add $4,238;
single and 60 years of age and older
$15,312; for each additional house-
hold member over 60 years of age
add $5,216. For the Commodity
Supplemental Food Program,
requirements are: 60 years of age
or older, annual income of $12,441;
for each additional household
member 60 years of age or older
add $4,238.

Commodity cards issued to sen-
ior citizens or handicapped individ-
uals will be specially marked so a
friend or relative can pick up the
food for the cardholder.

For more information, contact
Community Action Agency at 643-
8595.

The Lake State Theatre
Company and Drama Club will
bring “The Glass Menagerie”  to
the stage of  the Lake Superior
State University Arts Center 7:30
p.m. Thursday, November 3,
through Saturday, November 5,
and at 1:30 p.m. Sunday,
November 6. General admission
tickets are $10 and may be pur-
chased through the Norris Center
box office at (906) 635-2602.

LSSU To Stage
Play This Month


