
It would take about two years to
build the mine, and five to seven to
extract the unprocessed rock, Mr.
Cherry said. After depletion of the
ore, it will take another two years
to close the mine.

Mr. Cherry stated that a high
level of technology will go into the
mine’s construction.

“It’s expensive to do it right,”
he said, “and we recognize that.”

The ability to control sulfide
mines, however, is questionable,
according to Rusty Gowland,
spokesman for an organization
called Wolfpack, which focuses on
creating balanced relationships
between economic development
and conservation. He contends that
current sulfide mining technology
is not advanced enough to justify
Kennecott’s project in Marquette
and cited problems at a compara-
ble mine in Flambeau, Wisconsin,
where holes appeared in waste
rock liners and materials leaked
into the ground for two years
before being discovered.

Furthermore, he said, most of
the revenue produced by the proj-
ect would leave the state without
significantly benefiting local popu-
lations. Wildlife would also suffer,
he added, and the recreational
value of the land would be dimin-
ished, causing damage to indus-
tries based on tourism.

The most significant problem
with allowing sulfide mining in
Marquette, he said, is the potential
for the mine to identify Michigan
as a sulfide-mining region.

“This is a test case,” he said.
“The real issue is that there is a
fault line rich in metals running
beneath Michigan, Wisconsin, and
Illinois, and Kennecott, as well as
other mining companies, want to
mine the whole string.”

Jon Cherry said Kennecott has
no plans for another mine,
although the company continues to
explore the region.

“This is about profit for foreign
investors and not about jobs,” Mr.
Gowland said, “while U.P. resi-
dents bear the risks of water con-
tamination, health problems, and
the loss of jobs based on recre-
ation. 

“It is critical to understand that
the state owns much of the land
that Kennecott plans to mine,” he
said. “It  may  receive $72 million
through taxes and permits, and this
is at a time when the state is in a
budget crisis.

“Such a clearly flawed business
plan,” he said, “would make a cyn-
ical person in the U.P. conclude
that money is flowing from this
mine to the state and will be used

to help solve deficits created
downstate, at the expense of the
lifestyle, recreational opportuni-
ties, and livelihoods of people in
the U.P.

“If the $72 million were being
used to build top-notch oversight
capabilities for this mine, that
would be another matter, but the
rules Michigan is creating to gov-
ern sulfide mines are not as strong
as other states,” he said. “It’s not
that mining companies are full of
criminals, it’s that the job they’re
doing is difficult,” he continued.
Companies try to hold to the
perimeters of their permits, but
Michigan has a poor history of
enforcing water quality standards
in the first place, and that adds up
to a grim picture, Mr. Gowland
said. 

“This is a very bad deal for
Michigan,” he concluded, “and
even worse for the U.P.” 

State Representative Gary
McDowell (D-Rudyard) is a mem-
ber of the Northern Michigan Task
force. 

“We had a hearing based on sul-
fide mining in July where we heard
both sides of the story,” he said. 

He noted that residents of the
area are concerned, despite assur-
ances by Kennecott and the
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) that the safest technology
would be used. As far as the state is
concerned, Mr. McDowell said,
the sulfide mine is all but
approved, but he is concerned
about the potential pollution of the
Great Lakes and Michigan rivers. 

“Eventually, Michigan will be
an economic power,” he said, “but
our economic power will be based
on water. Water is fast becoming
the most important commodity in
the world, and the small economic
benefits this mine will produce are
far outweighed by the risks. That’s
why we have to really monitor

this.” 
Michigan, he said, has been

stopping sources of pollution from
old industrial sites and septic
runoff for some time. “We’ve been
trying to reverse 200 years of mak-
ing the Great Lakes a dumping
ground, and this appears to be a
new source of pollution. If this
mine doesn’t work, we have to
stop it.” 

Jon Cherry said that before dis-
charging the water used in the
Eagle mine, as it will be called, the
water will be treated to “better-
than-drinking-quality standards.”

Jonathen Mead of UPCAP said
this is an Upper Peninsula-wide
issue and his agency’s planners felt
it was important enough to gather
county commissioners from all
over the region to form positions
on the issue. 

At UPCAP’s meeting, commis-
sioners heard presentations by Jon
Cherry of Kennecott Minerals, Joe
Maki of the Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ),
Doug Cornett of Northwoods
Wilderness Recovery, and
Michelle Halley, an attorney for
the National Wildlife Federation.

“If the mine is built in the cen-
tral U.P.,” said Ms. Halley, “The
U.P. may be viewed as a less desir-
able place to visit, impacting
tourism in places as far apart as
Whitefish Point and the
Keewenaw Peninsula.”

Mr. McDowell agreed. 
“The most serious problem for

residents of the Eastern Upper
Peninsula right now is creating the
perception that the Great Lakes are
contaminated,” he said. 

“Another serious problem,”
said Ms. Halley, “is the transporta-
tion of potentially toxic sulfide-
bearing rocks across the U.P.”

According to Kennecott’s Mr.
Cherry, the rock unearthed on the
Yellow Dog Plains near Marquette
will be shipped to Canada, result-
ing in a steady stream of trucks out
of Marquette for the next five to
seven years. Ms. Halley said that
these trucks could emit potentially
toxic sulfide dust across the U.P.

Wisconsin dealt with the issue
of sulfide mining in the 1980s and
1990s. Eventually, lawmakers
passed Act 171 of 1997, which
places strict restrictions on sulfide
mining. Under it, for a prospective
sulfide mining company to receive
a permit in Wisconsin, it must first
show that a sulfide mine has oper-

ated safely somewhere in North
America for 10 years. The act also
requires that the company show
evidence that a sulfide mine has
been closed for 10 years without
polluting ground or surface water
with sulfuric acid or heavy metal
contamination. According to Ms.
Halley, no company has been able
to do so.

According to a publication by
an environmental organization
called Save the Wild U.P., when
Wisconsin passed its new restric-
tions, Kennecott officials turned
their attention to Michigan, which
had no comprehensive regulations
on sulfide mining. In response, the
Michigan legislature passed Part
632 of Michigan’s Natural
Resources and Environmental
Protection Act. Part 632, designed
to control sulfide mining. 

“It’s a good statute,” Ms. Halley
said, “but the rule-making process
that goes with the statute isn’t
going well.” 

According to Mr. Maki of the
DEQ, the majority of its funding
for regulating the Eagle mine
would have to come from
Kennecott by means of application
and surveillance fees.

He feels that this method is bet-
ter than relying on the general
fund, which is subject legislative
control. If his department had to
rely on the general fund, he said,
oversight money could be reduced
or cut, making the DEQ’s ability to
oversee the project ten-
uous.Nevertheless, the National
Wildlife Federation has pointed
out problems with the DEQ’s abil-
ity to control sulfide mining. 

“The DEQ has no mechanism
for denying a permit based on a
mine site’s location,” Ms. Halley
said. “They can’t say a mine

shouldn’t be built in a particular
site due to its proximity to water,
for example.” 

According to Mr. Cherry,
Kennecott could apply for a permit
as soon as the end of December
2005, or early in January 2006, but
he added that no firm date has been
set. 

Members of an organization
called Concerned Citizens of Big
Bay have called on Michigan resi-
dents to write to Governor Jennifer
Granholm concerning sulfide min-
ing. 

Ms. Halley said it is important
for people concerned with the
potential social and environmental
impacts of the Eagle Project to go
to public hearings on the matter.

Public hearings will take place
in Marquette and in Lansing with-
in the next couple of months, said
Ms. Halley. At these hearings, the
public can give testimony concern-
ing what could be changed in the
rules. 

The DEQ must acknowledge
such public input in writing by
adjusting the rules or by explaining
how issues have already been
addressed, she said.

“The DEQ was shocked by the

high turnout at a public informa-
tion meeting in Marquette last
August,”  Ms. Halley said. “It is
the public which can give the DEQ
and governor’s office the back-
bone to do the right thing.”

There will be an informational
meeting on the proposed rules
Tuesday, November 29, from 2
p.m. to 5 p.m. and a public hearing
between 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. in
Marquette on the proposed rules. 

On November 29, in Escanaba,
there will be an informational
meeting from 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.
and a public hearing from 7 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. on the proposed rules. 

For more information on these
meetings, contact Geological
Survey (517) 241-1515.
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COLDWELL BANKER SCHMIDT REALTORS

HOMES AND CABINS

ST IGNACE – New home full of charm &
custom details - home theater system, 3
BR & 2 full baths with large & luxurious
tub in master bath. (05-283) $137,000 
MORAN – Nice ranch home located 20
miles north of St Ignace. Quiet country liv-
ing. Close to hunting & snowmobiling.
(05-157) Reduced! $74,900
CEDARVILLE – 3 BR on large lot has
221’ of M-134 frontage, depth of 1320’.
Next to doctor office & dentist office.
Central air in, new furnace will be
installed. (04-93914) Reduced!
$98,000
CEDARVILLE – Unique & charming cot-
tage/house. Within walking distance to
downtown. 3 BR, 2 baths with extensive
porch & 1 car detached garage. (04-
93605) $134,500 

ST IGNACE – A spectacular view is
yours on this private bluff lot in this large
4 BR, 2.5 bath ranch overlooking
St.Ignace. (93893) Reduced! $219,000
CEDARVILLE – 2003 custom built
home. 3 BR ranch style with a 2 car
attached garage. Tile floor in entry &
laundry.  Custom trim throughout house.
(05-121) Reduced! $149,000 
DETOUR – 2 BR home with all new
doors, windows, bathroom & more with
access to all seasonal activities. Two out-
buildings- 10 x 18’ &12 x 14 ‘(04-94015)
$59,900
HESSEL – Over 200' of sandy beach
waterfront on Marquette Island's Hessel
Bay in the Les Cheneaux Islands with
cottage. Beautiful view of bay & islands.
(05-666) $329,000

VACANT LAND

MORAN – Large corner lot with 150’ on
the canal with direct access to Brevort
Lake. Walking distance to public beach
& boat launch. (05-315) $85,000
CEDARVILLE – Cedarville R.V. Park
now an adult condo. Waterfront &
waterview lots available w/southern
Lake Huron exposure. 50 sites avail-
able. (05-983) $10,500-$51,500 each 

CEDARVILLE – 2 parcels – 136’ & 160’
each – of wooded, waterfront property
with a tranquil view of Moscoe Bay &
potential for docks. (05-339 & 05-342)
$219,900 each
RUDYARD – Mostly wooded 65 acres.
Electric available at road. Seller will
consider Land Contract & look at any
splits. (05-865) Reduced! $78,000

COMMERCIAL

ST IGNACE – Well established Justrite
Bakery known for over 40 years with
returning customers. Open year round.
Upstairs apartments. View of Moran
Bay. (05-688) $235,000

CEDARVILLE – Well established, busy
laundromat - clean, bright & cheery.
Prime location, private office &
attached garage. Many improvements.
(04-92019) Reduced! $135,000

St. Ignace 643-8525
Cedarville 484-3945

Drummond Island 493-1008
Naubinway 477-6221
Newberry 293-5055

EXCEEDING YOUR

EXPECTATIONS

Great Rates

Local Processing

1-877-772-7175

Lynne

Batchelder

906-477-6221

Office

cbschmidt.com for properties across the U.P.

Test Drive a real estate career 
at cbschmidt.com.

Just click on Test Drive 
under Career Opportunities

CALL 
JOHN
for a

FREE
Market Analysis

SCHMIDT
REALTORS® 

1-800-861-0033
or

484-2022

JOHN GRIFFIN
Associate Broker

101 W. M-134, P.O. Box 411, Cedarville, MI 49719
Website: www.johngriffinrealestate.com

E-Mail: johngriffinrealestate@yahoo.com

#337-05-0045 - CURTIS - NEW LISTING!! 1 bdr, 1 bath
cabin in Sunset Pines Site Condo  with 350' of shared
sandy frontage on South Manistique Lake. Nice setting.
$50,000

#337-05-0044 - CURTIS - NEW LISTING! 3 bdr, 1 bath
cabin in Sunset Pines Site Condo with 350' of shared
sandy frontage on South Manistique Lake. Nice area.
$50,000

#337-05-0043 - CURTIS - NEW LISTING!   2 bdr, 1 bath
cabin in Sunset Pines Site Condo with 350' of shared
sandy frontage on South Manistique Lake. Nice area.
$48,000

#337-05-0042 - CURTIS - 2 bdr, 1 bath cabin in Sunset
Pines Site Condo. 350' of shared sandy frontage on South
Manistique Lake. Nice area. $48,000

#337-05-0041 - CURTIS - 3 bdr, 1 bath cabin in Sunset
Pines Site Condo. 350' of shared sandy frontage on South
Manistique Lake.  $50,000

#337-05-0039 - CURTIS - NEW LISTING!! Great 2 bdr, 1
bath cabin in an association with 300' of sand frontage on
South Manistique Lake. Comes furnished. Yearly dues
apply. Across the street from Fish and Hunt Shop.
$100,000

Cherrell L. Rourke, Broker Associate
11650 US-2 West, Naubinway, MI 49762

(906) 477-0084 Business • (906) 630-0244 Cell/VM
(906) 477-6862 Fax • rourke@portup.com E-mail

www.realestate-mls.com

Just Listed- Chambers St.-Mission Ridge Back Building Sites-Buy into a little
piece of history and a new development of homes on a private road. All bluff lots are
sold. Now offering remaining 3 back lots with partial views of Rabbits Back area,
church steeple and Lake Huron.  All city utilities to site. This former Ursuline acade-
my site is just a short walk to the new library and downtown.  Bring your floor plans
and plan your view.  Some building restrictions apply. Attention Builders: Great
Townhouse Site  $36,000-38,000
Black River Area-Cast your line just steps from your front door & maybe pull in a
nice Brookie. This 2 bedroom year-round cottage is neat, clean and comes com-
pletely furnished from the towels to the silverware. Includes a  3+car garage,
Borgstrom Creek frontage and is a short walk to  Lake Michigan. Just minutes to the
historic fishing village of Naubinway. $94,500 #938882
Charles Moran Rd-Moran-Looking for a place close to hunting, fishing, ORV and x-
ski trails and 1000 of acres of National Forest. This hand scribed cedar log cabin
built in the 40s has been recently renovated inc. new foundation and finished wood
floors. On a beautiful wooded parcel just 2 miles to Brevort Lake and 10 minutes to
East Lake.  $38,500 #238915

WWW.REALTOR.COM. The world’s largest MLS for homes and land.
Whether you’re from Australia, California or Ann Arbor and looking

for homes in our area, you’ll find ours listed here.

THE MACKINAC PROPERTIES TEAM
REAL ESTATE and VACATION HOMES 

226 N. State, St. Ignace 
Phone: (906) 643-9242

Cheryl Schlehuber, GRI, ABR, e-PRO
REALTOR®/Broker/Owner

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

emai l :  info@mackinacpropert ies.com

Visi t  us at . . .www.mackinacpropert ies.com

Serving the Straits of Mackinac and the surrounding area.

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

Jerry Murray

Scott’s Cave Trail
Mackinac Island MI 49757
www.murrayrealtylc.com

cell 906-430-0308
cell 313-363-0277

S E RV I N G  T H E  S T R A I T S  A R E A

FOR SALE
2-story rental house with one 1-bedroom unit
and one 2-bedroom unit, total of 1,536 sq. ft.
and sits on a 58’x216’ lot, zoned General
Business. New siding, windows and roof added
in 2000. Located in downtown St. Ignace just 1
block off State Street with a waterfront view.

Offers will be taken with a minimum amount
set at $95,000 and can be dropped off or
mailed to the City Clerk’s Office located at the
City of St. Ignace, DDA, 396 N. State Street, St. Ignace, MI 49781 and marked
“DDA Property Offer”.

This unit can be seen by appointment by calling DDA Director, Deb Evashevski at
906-643-8252.

The City of St. Ignace, DDA reserves the right to reject any and all offers.

Sulfide Mining Operation Concerns May Impact All of Upper Peninsula
*Continued from page 1

“Eventually,
Michigan will be an
economic power, but
our economic power
will be based on
water. Water is fast
becoming the most
important commodity
in the world...”

– Gary McDowell,
State Representative

Church To Host
Bazaar Nov. 19

The St. James Lutheran Church
in Rudyard will hold the “Come
back to Grandma’s kitchen”
bazaar Saturday, November 19.
The bazaar will be from 11 a.m.
until 1 p.m. and will include a
salad luncheon, baked goods,
crafts, and a raffle.


