Page 2

THE ST. IGNACE NEWS

Thursday, April 13, 2006

Environmentalists Praise Bipartisan Bill To Restore Great L akes

Measure Would Siop Invasive Species Introductions

Michigan conservationists and
environmentalists hailed the intro-
duction of a bipartisan bill to
restore the Great Lakes by stopping
invasive species introductions,
halting sewage contamination,
cleaning up toxic pollution, and
restoring wildlife habitat Monday,
April 10.

“This bill gets it right,” said
Sam Washington, executive direc-
tor of the Michigan United
Conservation Clubs. “The hill’s
introduction is an important step in
the long-term and ongoing effort to
restore the lakes.

“Thishill deserves support from
anyone who cares about clean
drinking water, safe beaches, and
healthy fish and wildlife,” he con-
tinued.

The Great Lakes Collaboration
Implementation Act puts into prac-
tice priority recommendations of a
$20 billion Great Lakes clean-up
plan released in December as part
of the Great Lakes Regional
Collaboration, a planning process
established by President George
Bush in 2004.

A bipartisan group of U.S. legis-
lators introduced the bill, including

U.S. Senators Mike DeWine of
Ohio and Carl Levin of Michigan
and Representatives Vern Ehlers of
Michigan and Rahm Emanuel of
Illinois. Sponsors from Michigan
include Representatives John
Dingell, Dale Kildee, Sander
Levin, and Bart Stupak and U.S.
Senator Debbie Stabenow.

“The restoration of our Great
Lakes is not a partisan issue,” said
Jennifer McKay, policy specialist
a Tip of the Mitt Watershed
Council of northern Michigan, “it
is an issue of urgency. We will
work with Michigan's Republican
and Democratic leaders in
Congressto passthe bill and imple-
ment its common-sense solutions.”

The bill introduction follows a
March 16 hearing that examined
the implementation of the clean-up
plan. At the hearing, industry lead-
ers, conservationists, and a biparti-
san group of local, state, and feder-
al officials urged Congress to
restore the lakes without delay.

“The longer we take to restore
the lakes, the more expensive the
job gets,” said James Clift, policy
director for the Michigan
Environmental Council. “Great

Lakes restoration is the right thing
to do for our environment, our
economy, and our quality of life.”

The Great Lakes Collaboration
Implementation Act would:

- Stop the introduction and
spread of aquatic invasive species
by enacting a comprehensive
national program.

- Prevent the Asian carp from
entering the Great L akes by author-
izing the Corps of Engineers to
maintain and operate the dispersa
barrier on the Chicago Sanitary and
Ship Cana and prohibit the impor-
tation and sale of Asian carp.

- Restore fish and wildlife habi-
tat by reauthorizing the Great
Lakes Fish & Wildlife Restoration
Act a $20 million.

- Prevent sewage contamination
by reauthorizing the State
Revolving Loan Fund and provide
$20 hillion over five years to assist
communities nationally  with
improving their wastewater infra-
structure.

- Clean up contaminated sedi-
ment under the Great L akes Legacy
Act by authorizing $150 million
per year.

- Phase out mercury in products
by establishing a new grant pro-
gram and improving existing

Michigan Politics

By George Weeks

DeVos ‘Astounding’ Ad Spending

“1 wouldn't be surprised if it
went beyond $100 million.”

— Rich Robinson of the
Michigan Campaign Finance
Network, speculating on total
spending for the 2006 governor's
race

In their initial election year
jousting, it's the bully pulpit of
Governor Jennifer Granholm ver-
sus the deep pockets of
Republican Dick DeVos.

As Granholm blitzed the state
last week (including her third Up
North trip of the year, following
her 2005 October/December trips
to above and just below the
bridge) to tout her economic and
education initiatives, DeVos ran
the fourth commercial of his
whopping $2.3 million TV ad
campaign that started February
16.

According to station-by-sta-
tion buys ferreted out by the non-
profit ~watchdog Michigan
Campaign Finance Network
(MCFN), the unprecedented early
spending by DeVos included
$178,000 in the Traverse
City/Cadillac/Sault Ste Marie
market and $66,000 in the west-
ern Upper Peninsula.

"What can | say?' Granholm
responded when | asked her about
the astounding DeVos buy. "It is
an astounding figure."

His biggest-ever early buy
appears to be money well spent
for DeVos, who had been trailing

Granholm by double digits in
polling last year and the first
months of 2006. However, in a
March 13 to 17 poll of 600 voters
conducted by Lansing-based
Marketing Resource Group
(MRG) for Inside Michigan
Politics  (IMP) newsl etter,
Granholm's lead narrowed to 43-
41. A virtual dead heat.

DeVos' best showing was a
47-31 lead in the northern Lower
Peninsula; Granholm led 50-28 in
the Upper Peninsula. But geo-
graphical sub-samples have a
higher error rate than the statisti-
cal 4.1 percent plus or minus
margin of the full 600 sample.
Furthermore, all early polling is
iffy because voters have yet to
tunein.

| chatted with Granholm
about all of this last week at
Traverse City's East Junior High,
where she stressed to Nancy
Fitzpatrick's seventh grade geog-
raphy class the importance of tak-
ing mathematics and science
classes. She told the class of a
visit she made last year to a high-
tech enterprise in Marquette,
where aworker lamented his lack
of early classes on math. (In a
Trojan TV interview with ninth
grader Dayton Stone, she ’fessed
up that "l hated math" as a stu-
dent.)

But back to politics: Any gov-
ernor's election-year visit to any
school is not just about education.
After rapping with students,
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Boosts Standing

Granholm devoted about the
same amount of time to a series
of pre-arranged interviews in
East Junior High's library with
three local TV outlets.

"People aren't paying atten-
tion," Granholm said when |
asked when she would start her
own TV ads. People may not be
paying attention to the campaign,
but they're aware of Michigan's
economic grief that will be a
campaign issue.

IMP newsletter said "a stag-
gering 75 percent believe 'things
have gotten pretty seriously off
on the wrong track' in Michigan."
MRG pollster Paul King says
that's asbad asit has been in state
polling.

But is the answer to
Michigan's woes businessman
DeVos, former president of
Amway/Alticor who is touted in
his ads as a turnaround |eader?

| thought his best ad was the
one that called him "a make-it-
happen guy" and said "Grand
Rapids has turned around prima-
rily because of people like Dick
DeVos."

That's alegitimate pitch, espe-
cially considering that in 1991 he
organized a Grand Vision com-
mittee that built on efforts by
people like his father, Amway co-
founder Rich DeVos. But it wasa
stretch for the ad to assert Dick
DeVos "has put the energy back
in downtown Grand Rapids."

As the Grand Rapids Press
headlined atop its front page
Friday: "Visionary or
Revisionist? Dick DeVos a major
player, but some say ad goes to
far."

As for the claim on his cam-
paign Web site that "Dick turned
Grand Rapids around," his home-
town paper reported: "DeVos
chuckled and called that ‘'alittle
political license."

It's not the first or last politi-
cal license to be played in
Campaign06.

Miffed Lawmakers

Senator Jason Allen (R-
Traverse City) showed up at
Granholm's junior high gig and
she noted his presence. Yet Allen
joined Representative Howard
Walker (R-Traverse City) in a
subsequent letter to Granholm "to
express our disappointment” that
her office failed to officially
advise them in advance of her
visit that promoted passage of the
state's new mathematics and
other high school graduation
requirements.

They fussed, "We are forced
to conclude that you are more
interested in political maneuver-
ing as opposed to appropriately
sharing in this achievement..."

George Weeks recently retired
after 22 years as political colum-
nist for The Detroit News. His
weekly Michigan Politics column
is syndicated by Superior
Features.

Approximately 60 percent of the nation’s manufacturing takes place in the Great Lakes Basin, and
ships have played a vital role in moving manufactured goods around the lake. Asaresult, many invasive
plants and animals like lamprey and zebra mussels were introduced to the Great Lakes in the ballast
water of foreign vessels, likethisonein DeTour Passagein thelower St. Marys River, and moved around
the lakes by domestic vessels. The new Great Lakes Collaboration | mplementation Act ishoped to curb
the spread of some of the invasives that have become nuisances to Great L akes communities.

research programs.

- Coordinate and improve Great
Lakes programs by establishing the
Great Lakes Interagency Task
Force and the Great Lakes
Regional Collaboration process.

“This bill identifies the man-
agesble solutions we have to the
most pressing problems facing the
lakes,” said Lisa Wozniak, execu-
tive director of the Michigan
League of Conservation Voters.
“The hill’s holistic approach to

restoration will lay the foundation
for the long-term restoration of this
important national resource.”

The Great Lakes comprise
amost 95 percent of the nation’s
surface fresh water and supply
drinking water to more than 25 mil-
lion U.S. and Canadian residents.
The Great Lakes also support a
diversity of wildlife, including a
world-class fishery, maritime trade,
industry, and agriculture.

“Today, the citizens of Michigan

can be hopeful,” said Cheryl
Mendoza, manager of Water
Conservation  Programs  for
Alliance for the Great Lakes. “We
are one step closer to cleaning up
the Great Lakes. A lot of work
remains, but we will not stop until
we succeed in restoring and pro-
tecting the Great Lakes for people
now and for generations to come.”
More information about the hill
is available online at
http://www.restorethel akes.org.

U.S. Protection of Bald Eagles May Be Lifted

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service wants to remove bald
eagles from both the endangered
and threatened species lists and
will take comments through May
17 on the proposed action. When
they are delisted from protection
under the Endangered SpeciesAct,
bald eagles will continue to be pro-
tected by the Bald and Golden
Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) and
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA). Both acts protect bald
eagles by prohibiting killing, sell-
ing, or otherwise harming eagles,
their nests, or eggs.

The Fish and Wildlife service
proposed delisting bald eagles in
1999, and reports that bald eagles
have sufficiently recovered to the
point they can be considered for
delisting. Bald eagles once ranged
throughout every state in the
United States except Hawaii. By
1963, only 417 nesting pairs were
found in the lower 48 states. Since
the delisting proposal in 1999,
recovery of the bald eagle has con-
tinued to progress, and by 2000,
the last year a national bald eagle
census was conducted, there were
an estimated 6,471 nesting pairs of
bald eagles.

Today, this number has risen to
an estimated 7,066 nesting pairs,
due to recovery efforts by the
Service, other federal agencies,
tribes, state and local govern-
ments, conservation organizations,
universities, corporations, and
thousands of individual
Americans. Five regiona recovery
plans were created for the bald
eagle. The ddlisting criteria for all
five planswere met or exceeded by
2000.

The Fish and Wildlife Service
has created a set of guidelines to
help people continue to protect
eaglesin the event of the delisting.
The guidelines are crafted to
reflect the way federal and state
managers already protect eagles,
including leaving buffers around
nests and screening nesting eagles
from noise and visual distractions.
The Service is aso proposing a
regulation to clarify the term “dis-
turb” to include actionsthat disrupt
the breeding, feeding, or sheltering
practices of an eagle, causing
injury, death, or nest abandonment.

If the bald eagle is delisted, the
Fish and Wildlife Service will
work with state wildlife agencies
to monitor the status of the species
for a minimum of five years, as
required by the Endangered
Species Act. A draft monitoring
plan will be released for public
comment if the speciesis delisted.
If at any time it seems the bald
eagle needs the Act's protection,
the Service will propose to relist
the species.

The legal protections given the
species, along with the crucia
decision by the Environmental
Protection Agency to ban the use
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A bald eagle spotted with a loon on the banks of Hessel Bay.

of the pesticide DDT in 1972,
helped the Fish and Wildlife
Service's efforts in its captive
breeding programs, reintroduction,
law enforcement efforts, protec-
tion of habitat around nest sites
during the breeding season, and
land purchase and preservation.
The success of these efforts result-
ed in the recovery of the species so
that in 1995, its listing status was
changed from endangered to
threatened in most states except
Michigan, Minnesota, Oregon,
Washington, and Wisconsin, where
they were aways designated as
threatened. The species was never
listed as threatened or endangered
in Alaska.

Comments on the proposed
delisting should be sent to
Michelle Morgan, Chief, Branch
of Recovery and Delisting,
Endangered Species Program, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service,
Headquarters Office, 4401 North
Fairfax Drive, Room 420,

Arlington,  Virginia  22203.
Comments on the proposed delist-
ing may also be sent by e-mail to
bal deagledelisting@fws.gov.

Comments on the draft National
Bald Eagle Management
Guidelines should be sent to Brian
Millsap, Chief, Division of
Migratory Bird Management, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401
North Fairfax Drive, MBSP-4107,
Arlington,  Virginia  22203.
Comments on the draft guidelines
may also be transmitted electroni-
cally at baldeagle management-
guidelines@fws.gov.

Comments on the draft defini-
tion of the term “disturb” should
be sent to Brian Millsap at the
above address. Comments on the
definition of “disturb” may also be
transmitted  electronically  at
baldeagle proposedrule@fws.gov.

Alternatively, comments on any
of the above three documents may
aso be transmitted electronically
at www.regulations.gov.

Kincheloe Meeting on Bird Flu May 5

A free program to help small-flock poultry farmers recognize the symp-
toms of avian influenza and protect their flocks will be held Friday, May 5,
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Kinross Township Hall in Kincheloe. It is spon-
sored by Michigan State University Extension.

Avian influenza, adso called hird flu, has not yet reached the United
States, but as it spreads across Europe and Asia, health experts are predict-
ing that it could reach the U.S. by the end of 2006. The H5N1 strain of the
virus can be transmitted from bird to bird and can spread to domesticated
poultry when wild birds come into contact with outdoor flocks.

Participants will learn how to protect themsalves, their flocks, and their
families from contracting bird flu and what to do if they suspect their birds
are infected. The program will aso include information about the Strategies
that state and federal agencies plan to implement to protect humansand birds
from avian influenza and tips on small flock production.

Though transmission of the flu from bird to human is difficult, it can
occur, according to MSU Extension. Thousands of birds and several humans
have contracted the disease in other countries. Human health experts are
especidly concerned that the virus will mutate and become more easly

transmissible to humans.

“We want to share all of the facts that we know about this virus so that
those folks who keep afew poultry as a hobby, to show, or as part of asmall
business can find out what they need to know,” said Paul Wylie, an
Extension agriculture and natural resources educator in Allegan. “We redlly
want to keep the lines of communication open with small flock owners so
that we can disseminate important information and answer their questions.”

There is no charge for the program, but to ensure sufficient space and
materias, interested persons are asked to cal the Chippewa County

Extension office at (906) 635-6368.



