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Mackinaw City’s

Sudents Get First
Look at New Addition

to Historical Millage

The Pest House, the old infir-
mary that has been under restora-
tion in Mackinaw City, was
unveiled Friday, May 19, to give
fourth and seventh grade students a
first look at an old institution. The
building is in the Mackinaw
Historic Village park. The infir-
mary, taking its common name
from the word pestilence, was used
to keep patients with smallpox and
other diseases in medical isolation
to avoid contaminating others, a
common way to deal with conta-
giousillnesses at the time.

It served as a functioning infir-
mary between 1880 and 1920, but
was located elsewhere in the area.
Recently, members of the
Mackinaw Area Historical Society
transported the building to the
Historic Village site. It is the first
fully restored building on the
premises.

The Pest House isthe only orig-
ina structure of its kind known to
remain in existence in the United
States, according to the historical
society.

To add realism to the student
visit, the hosts dressed in clothing
like that worn when the infirmary
was operationa. Dr. Kurt Grebe,
historical  society  president,
dressed as a turn-of-the-century
physician. Hiswife, Carol, aregis-
tered nurse, dressed as a nurse.
Mary Lou Peters served as moder-
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Restored Pest House Is O
4 e

Mackinaw City fourth graderslearn about the reconstructed infirmary at Mackinaw Historic Village,
which isthe only structure of itskind in the United States. Dressed in clothing from 1880 to 1920, Nurse
Carol Grebe (far left) standsnext to Doctor Kurt GrebeasMary L ou Peter s narrates. (Photographs cour-
tesy of Peg Smith)

ator.

The students learned about
smallpox and the chances of sur-
vival for those who contracted the
disease when the Pest House was
in full swing.

Approximately one-third of
smallpox patients survived, and
most were kept isolated for about
two months. The outhouse and
well were outside.

Smallpox produced noticeable

Hessel Drum Project Launched
To Encourage Culture Awareness

The Hessel Indian community
is meeting regularly to work on
the drum and socialize at a
potluck supper. The next drum
social meeting will be Friday,
June 9, a 6 p.m. at the Tribal
Center on Three-Mile Road in
Hessel. Another will be Friday,
June 23. Anyone who plansto eat
is asked to bring a dish to pass.

Drums symbolize the heart-
beat for some groups, and can
have their own powerful spirit.
Traditional drums are made of
deer, elk, horse, or buffalo hides
and the Hessel drum is being
made of a buffalo hide donated
by Ron Hudack of DeTour and
Chris Hudack of Cheboygan.

Approximately 14 people
have been at work on the drum
for nearly a month.

Local volunteer Basel Willis
is leading the initiative, and

pitched the idea to Lisa Burnside
and Arlene Graham of the Youth
Education and Activities pro-
gram.

“We're going to bridge that
generational gap between the
youth and the elders and build
community awareness with
drumming,” Mrs. Burnside said.
“The young people are learning
the traditional teachings of the
drum. They’'re learning the
importance of the drum to the
community and how it came to
be in addition to actually making
the drum.”

Mr. Willis has been joined by
drum teachers Gene Biron of St.
Ignace, Leroy Bennett of
Canada, and Curtis Hopkins of
Sault Ste. Marie, who are assist-
ing him with lessons, drum con-
struction, and traditional teach-
ings.

Children’s Summer Reading Program
Begins June 7 at Sault Library

A children’'s summer reading
program will begin at Bayliss
Public Library in Sault Ste.
Marie Wednesday, June 7. This
summer’s theme is “Paws,
Claws, Scales, and Tales” and the
program is open to children up to
sixth grade, and is free of charge.

Geri Taeckens and her service
dog, Kojak, will begin the seven-
week series of programs by pre-
senting her new book, “Walking
Along With My Dog,” June 7,
Thursday, June 8, and Saturday,
June 10.

Preschool sessions will be
offered each Wednesday at 10
am. and 1 p.m., and sessions for
elementary school children will

be offered Thursdays at 1 p.m.
and Saturdays at 11 a.m.

To enroll a child in the sum-
mer reading program, call
Debbie Lehman at (906) 632-
9331 or e-mail her at debbiel
@uproc.lib.mi.us.

CMU Dean’sList

Heather May of Mackinac
Island, Chelsea Laprarie of St
Ignace, and Charles Tamlyn of St.
Ignace were among students
named to the spring honors list at
Central Michigan University in
Mount Pleasant. Those honored
earned a 3.5 or better grade point
average, on a4.0 scale.

Backyard
Chicken

BBQ
Only *5.95

St. Ignace Big Boy

June 9" & 10®

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT

Back by request with Live Music
and FUN 4 ALL!

ALSO...PIE AUCTION

913 US 2, St. Ignace
Open 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Daily

Come on in

11 am. - 9 p.m.

906-643-1555

marks that lasted for life, and doc-
tors at the time did not understand
the germs associated with small-
pox, cholera, typhoid fever, diph-
theria, or scarlet fever.

The Pest House is the first of a
series of buildings the historical
society hopes to move to the site
and restore. While such work is
underway, the Pest House is closed
to visitors.

“The building is definitely not
opento the public,” said Dr. Grebe,
“but the work is complete and we
felt it was an educational opportu-

nity for the young folks.”

The next mgjor project isaone-
room schoolhouse that has been
loaded onto atrailer and is ready to
be transported to the site. The
group is searching for other suit-
able structures and does not accept
imitations.

Historic architect Richard
Neumann of Petoskey ensures that
all buildings are rehabilitated and
furnished authentically.

With his help, the historical
society and the Village of
Mackinaw City hope to reconstruct

BOUCARD GARDEN CENTER

“We Grow Our Own” ¢ Established in 1971

All Grown in Cheboygan

Sign Up for a $100.00
Gift Certificate

Drawing held June 18, 2006
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— 48 plants per flat

Beautiful Annuals

Pansies, Marigolds, Petunias, Lobelia,
Alyssum, Celosia, Begonias, Impatiens,
Snapdragons and much more

W% 8710.99 per FLAT
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* 6 Colors of Outdoor Carpet Instock!

* Remnants of all Sizes
* Tons of Instock Carpet

Ceramic Tile
Only

* Instock vinyl starting at
* Lots of Vinyl remnants
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* Select Mannington Porcelain Tile on Sale Now!

Only sﬁggm

» Special Order Vinyls on Sale Now!

Thursday, June 8, 2006

The “Pest House” is a recently reconstructed infirmary near
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Mackinaw City. The building was used as a live history lesson for
area fourth grade students Friday, May 19.

an entire village.

There are only two buildings
there now, the Pest House and a
storage building to house donated
historical items awaiting display.
The front of the storage building is

being disguised as an old gas sta-
tion, and the society is looking for
gas pumps to go with it.

Historic Village on Wilderness
Park Drive, a short distance from
Central Avenue in Mackinaw City.

i

- I 5_1:,-:-
SMITH & (OMPANY

Sault St. Marie Office: 3291 I-75
Business Spur
(906) 632-9696  1-800-554-0511

EEAL ESTATE

Strongs Office:
29775 W. M-28
(906) 274-5263

www.smith-company.com + Email: info@smith-company.com

2049 S. CROW POINT, CEDARVILLE - Peaceful,
relaxing and affordable deep waterfront home in
Cedarville with view of freighters and west entrance
of the Les Cheneaux Islands. Walk-out basement
with overhead garage door opening into workshop,

plus 2 car detached garage. $227,500 #06-534 ot ] -

22600 S. WESTON RD., PICKFORD - Two bedroom
year-around home on 23 acres nestled in the trees.
Immediate occupancy, great hunting. $97,500 #06-539

18664 S. M-129 - A country setting, 7 acres and a winding stream are justS of
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the reasons you will enjoy this 4 bedroom, 2 bath
custom built home. Nestled in the hillside, the home
features open concept kitchen with oak cabinets,
appliances, main level laundry, large bedrooms,
walk-in closets, large deck and 20x30 garage.
$215,900 #05-878

32605 W. MAY NAOMI DR., TROUT LAKE - Here’s your dream get-a-way home
on the beautiful sandy beach on Big Trout Lake with a bright, open, 3 bedroom
ranch style home. Relax on the large deck or in the screened gazebo overlook-
ing this all-sport lake. AND, of course, there is an over-sized garage for all of the
toys. Dock and pontoon boat included in the sale! $250,000 #06-64

23000 S. CHURCH RD., TROUT LAKE - Great location for outdoor enthusiast-

snowmobiling, fishing, and hunting for all seasons!
This 5 bedroom, 3 bath home is located just
South/East of Trout Lake on a dead end road.
Special features such as Rec. room, walkout base-
ment, breezeway, large deck and attached garage.
Very scenic, come take a look. $145,000 #05-15

ST. MARTINS POINT RD., HESSEL - Three acres of wooden property just out-
side of Hessel with deeded access to Lake Huron and backs up to Federal land.

$36,000 #05-490
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9363 North Straits Hwy.,

Open M-F 9AM-5PM
Sat 9AM-2PM

CHEBOYGAN

231627-8290



