
As we experience cooler nights
and shorter days, it seems that fall
is in the air. However, that does not
mean the end of good weather. The
most pleasant weather of the year,
as far as many are concerned, is
still ahead of us. The only problem
for me is, winter is not far behind. 

The annual Les Cheneaux
Antique Wooden Boat Show is
over for another year and although
I have heard no official reports,
from observation I think it was a
very successful show once again.
The weather was perfect, the boats
were beautiful, and there were
many interesting arts and crafts
being displayed at the Festival of
Arts. We hope they all had a prof-
itable day. 

Many families get together dur-
ing this very special weekend and
the family of Joann McArdle of
Coryell Island was one of them.
The occasion was Joann’s 75th
birthday and all of her five daugh-
ters, their spouses and children,
plus Joann’s two-year-old great-
granddaughter from California,
who is named “Coryell,” was also
in attendance. They celebrated
Joann’s birthday with cake, ice
cream, and lots of guest participa-
tion in a karaoke song fest. 

There were four generations in
attendance for this annual family
vacation on Coryell from July 28
through August 7. They came from
Texas, California, Indiana, Illinois,
and Lower Michigan. 

Our family too, is enjoying the
visit of our newlyweds, Mark and
Taylor Oberman, who have just
returned from their honeymoon in
Hawaii. Mark teaches biology in
Harper Creek High School in
Lower Michigan, and he is also the
swimming coach. Taylor is an ele-
mentary teacher.  Our granddaugh-
ter, Jessica Oberman, who is a fifth
grade teacher in Traverse City, is
also here for a few days of family
vacation. Our grandson, Sam
Oberman, is here for a break
between terms. He is a student at
Cooley Law School in Lansing.  

A very special double birthday
celebration was held last week
beginning at the home of Lydia and
Douglas Yoder of Islington Point
and then progressing to the home
of Sandy and Annabelle Wells, also
of Islington Point. The occasion
was the 80th birthday of Wilann
Powers, mother of Lydia Yoder.
Wilann comes here from her home
in Rome, Georgia. The other cele-
brant was Sandy Wells, who cele-
brated his 85th birthday. Sandy
grew up at the Islington Hotel all
those years ago. I’m sure that close
to 100 guests enjoyed cocktails at
the Yoder home and then pro-
gressed to the Wells home for din-
ner and birthday cake.   

Sheelagh and Richard Knapp
won the $100 Lions Club Lottery
August 1 and Norm Valenti won
the $100 August 8.

I shall close with another tale
from Bruce Patrick: 

“After several years, Bob

Hamel bought a huge tug that Joe
Kramen built in Hessel. I don’t
know what motor he put on this
one, or I don’t know much about
this one, but he used it in his tow-
ing for several years. Joe Kramen
was a boat builder and he built this
big tug outdoors. Bob bought it and
put a big diesel motor in it. 

“It was the talk of the town of
Hessel. Joe built it all outdoors and
he liked to tell about it. It sat along
the side of the marine railway. Joe
liked to have people climb up on
the scaffolding that was built along
side of it to show that rain water
did not leak out as she sat there,
outdoors, and did not leak. 

“Joe Kramen was a real boat
builder. He and his son, Henry,
built many sizes of boats. This big
one, he told me, he had planned to
motorize and cruise to New

Orleans, but that never happened. 
“Henry and Joe worked togeth-

er and they were a good pair. They
built a launch for Spring Lodge and
had several that they rented to
perch fishermen from their dock at
Hessel. They also built 16-foot
rowing boats that they rented from
their dock.” 

As I wrote the above story from
Bruce, I could not help but think of
the late Frank Kramen, who was a
son of Henry, I believe, and grew
up in Hessel. Frank sent me sever-
al stories about happenings in
Hessel many years ago, but never
anything about boat building. I
wonder if there are any of Joe
Kramen’s boats left in the Les
Cheneaux Islands? 
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When the event calls for “SOMETHING SPECIAL”

Call the St. Ignace News Print Shop

We Will Design & Produce Your Personalized ~

Invitations

Menus

Announcements

Thank-You Notes

The St. Ignace News

Print 

Shop
Call Us Today! (906) 643-9150

We Deliver!

Is Your Money 
Making YOU Money?

CDs
Minimum
Investment APY

6 Months $25000 4.04%

1 Year $1,00000 4.32%

2 Year $1,00000 4.47%

3 Year $1,00000 4.58% 

Annual Percentage Yield is current as of 7-28-06
and is subject to change monthly.

ST. IGNACE
W366 West US-2 • 643-8138 

Located next to Burger King
Open Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CEDARVILLE
507 West Hwy. M-134 • 484-3099
located across from Car Wash

Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

➧

2 LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE 

YOU

Your savings federally insured to $100,000

NCUA
National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

St. Ignace
Laundromat
Open 7 Days at  7 a.m. 

and

Pingatore
Cleaners
OFFICE HOURS:

8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
132 S. State    643-8336

Mary Says...
Is your vacation leaving you beat?

Do your laundry here and rest your feet.

Try Our...
•Drop-off
Laundry Service

•Commercial
Laundry Service

If your clothes are not becoming to you,
they should be coming to us!

Thank you for sharing with us our Weekly Free Dry Specials last
winter. Watch for our next winter’s special starting in the fall.

BARNES
INSURANCE AGENCY

Office: (906) 495-5272
1-800-598-9882

E-mail:
dbarnes@meemic.com

6431 West M-80, Kinross
(Across from the Fairgrounds)

Open Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

™

Les Cheneaux      By Helen Shoberg 
484-2626 mink@cedarville.net

Above photograph: A double
birthday celebration was held
last week beginning at the home
of Lydia and Douglas Yoder of
Islington Point and then pro-
gressing to the home of Sandy
and Annabelle Wells, also of
Islington Point. The occasion
was the 80th birthday of Mrs.
Yoder’s mother, Wilann Powers
(front row, center) and the 85th
birthday of Sandy Wells (left of
Mrs. Powers).

Lower photograph: At the
Education Foundation auction
fundraiser, Sue and Adrian
Millon of Cedarville won this
occasional table decorated by
Alexis Berke, an employee of the
Eastern Upper Peninsula
Intermediate School District.

Kayla Merchberger of Cedarville took home a blue, button and
shell-topped table made by Les Cheneaux Community Schools
teacher Elizabeth Vaessen for the Education Foundation auction
fundraiser. She and her mother, Liz, who said the table matches her
daughter’s room, picked it up Thursday night, August 3, after plac-
ing the winning bid on the table the weekend before.

Area Students Earn Degrees at GVSU

Stalwart Church To Celebrate Additions
Everyone is invited to celebrate

and dedicate additions to the
Stalwart Presbyterian Church in
Stalwart Sunday, August 20, at 2
p.m.

The congregation will dedicate
the newly remodeled and expanded

facilities at the church, including a
kitchen and social hall, and will cel-
ebrate completion of the project. 

The Stalwart Presbyterian
Church is on M-48 in Stalwart,
approximately eight miles east of
Pickford. 

The following students earned
degrees from Grand Valley State
University in April. 

Janet Farrish of Dafter earned a
Master of Social Work degree. Beth
Rye of Pickford earned a Bachelor
in Business Administration degree.
She was graduated magna cum
laude. Samuel Otten of Rudyard
earned a Bachelor of Science
degree. He was graduated with
summa cum laude status. 

The following students from

Sault Ste. Marie earned Master of
Social Work degrees: Helen
Farrish, Thomas Kerr, Lisa
LaLonde, William Malette, Eliz-
abeth Schliska, and Jacqueline
Streeter-Bernard.  

Also from Sault Ste. Marie,
Mandy McGill earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree. Dustin Meyer and
Michelle Moore earned Bachelor of
Science degrees, and Kenneth
Sherman earned a Master of
Education degree. 


