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THE ST. IGNACE NEWS

Michigan Poalitics

By George Weeks

Romney, McCain ‘08: Presidential PACs Spread Wealth Up North

All involved say their focus is
on the '06 election, but two '08
Republican presidential prospects
are duking it out on the political
action committee front in
Michigan —to the financial benefit
of Up North GOP organizations
and candidates.

At play in Michigan, possibly
in a more competitive way than in
any other state because both
politicians have special ties here,
are the Straight Talk AmericaPAC
of Arizona Senator John McCain,
winner of the 2000 Michigan GOP
presidential primary and a 2006
visitor to northern Michigan, and
the Commonwealth PAC of
Massachusetts Governor Mitt
Romney, Michigan-born son of
ex-Governor George Romney.

Romney's PAC, which thisyear
has given more than $120,000 to
Michigan party organizations and
candidates, last week announced a
"Michigan Leadership Team" co-
chaired by House Speaker Craig
DeRoche of Novi.

McCain's PAC, which has sent
about $160,000 to Michigan, had
not planned to announce its lead-
ership team this early but may
accelerate that now that DeRoche
has been announced and is aggres-
sively recruiting colleagues for
the Romney camp.

Romney and McCain, although
not announced candidates, are lin-
ing up activists in Michigan who
could be helpful if they do run.
Those willing at this early stage to
align with apresidential prospect's
PAC, beyond accepting contribu-
tions for their own '06 campaigns,
do so with '08 implications.

Consider Representative Tom
Casperson of Escanaba, who
along with Representatives David
Palsrok of Manistee and Howard
Walker of Traverse City, was
among those announced August
23 by DeRoche as members of
Romney's PAC steering commit-
tee.

Subsequently, | heard that
Casperson might be wavering.
Not so, he said Friday, emphasiz-
ing that he was satisfied by
Romney's responses to questions
on issues heraised in a conference
call that DeRoche arranged
between Romney and GOP law-
makers.

Although the McCain leader-
ship team had not been announced
as of last week, his PAC organiza-
tion said among those distributing
the money to northern party
organizations were Senators Jason
Allen of Traverse City and
Michelle McManus of Lake
Leelanau, and Representative
Kevin Elsenheimer of Bellaire.
McCain earlier hosted a fundrais-
er for Elsenheimer's PAC.

One of McCain's biggest
checks was $5,000 to the party
organization in the 2nd
Congressional District, represent-
ed by Representative Pete
Hoekstra (R-Holland). McCain's
PAC sent $1,000 checks to the
party in the 4th District
(Representative Dave Camp, R-
Midland) and the 1st District
(Representative Bart Stupak, D-
Menominee, who won a sixth
term in 2004 with 65.6 percent of
the vote, but the district could be
ripe for Republicans when he

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Investment Needed in City Tennis Courts

To the Editor:

| have been following the dis-
cussion through The &. Ignace
News on repairing or replacing
the city tennis courts. As a parent
of two young children who both
play competitive junior tennis, |
cannot encourage you enough to
replace your current city courts.

Tennis is a sport which can be
played for a lifetime as an indi-
vidual, team, or a family. It is a
game that helps you keep in
shape, improves flexibility, devel-
op mental focus, as well as
become more creative and
assertive. Statistics have shown
that young junior players develop
a higher degree of confidence,
honesty, self control, and have a
stronger work ethic, not to men-
tion that they achieve a higher
grade point average than many
other young athletes. Even if you
don't play competitively, it is an
inexpensive sport which requires
a racquet and a can of balls. You
need very little skill to go hit a
tennis ball around.

St. Ignace could surely use the

replacing of these tennis courts as
an added “benefit” to the thou-
sands of tourists who visit the
Straits  annually.  Advertise
through the local hotels/motels or
even conduct a small tournament
annually. Develop a summer
youth tennis league and you now
have the potential to teach your
young community members to
become more honest, confident
citizens. Personally, | don't see
where investing the same amount
of money in the local swimming
pool or community skate park
would reap the same benefits.
Having been a member of your
community for many years, and
now as we come back for visits, |
encourage you to invest in your
community where you would reap
the most benefits. The young and
old alike can play tennis on these
courts for many years to come as
they develop and maintain rela-
tionships, friendships, and
become better citizens in and
around your community.
Nonnie Struble
Holt
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retires.)

Romney cheerleader DeRoche
told me that Romney has raised
more than $1 million in Michigan
for hisPAC. He aso made the safe
prediction that Romney would get
substantial support here "if the
governor were to run” for presi-
dent.

At the Republican State
Convention Friday night in Novi,
Romney's PAC bought about 300
pizzas for a party he personally
hosted in a tent outside the con-
vention center.

Later that night, McCain's PAC
put up most of the money for a
party hosted by 14 of the 15 dis-
trict chairs. Speakers included
Secretary of State Terri Lynn Land
and Attorney General Mike Cox.

Romney disciples were quick
to note that the reception was not
apro-McCain rally. But one event
at the reception was showing of a
video message from Senator Trent
Lott (R-Mississippi), the 1996-
2001 Senate magjority leader, who
praised McCain as "a Reagan con-
servative...a man of faith, and he
is pro-life...More than anything
else, John is a good man.”

Why would such a pitch from a
Mississippi  senator about an
Arizona senator be played at a
Michigan GOP convention, were
it not for the fact that the latter just
might be on the presidential pri-
mary ballot here in 2008?

George Weeks recently retired
after 22 years as political colum-
nist for The Detroit News. His
weekly Michigan Politics column
is syndicated by Superior
Features.

AVA Visits L ocal
Sites, Group Plans
Return Visit

Motorcyclists  with  the
American Voyagers Association
visited St. Ignace for their annu-
a rally for five days in August,
and 231 bikers enjoyed a picnic
and awards ceremony at Little
Bear East Arena. Invited by the
Visitors Bureau to visit St.
Ignace, the group in turn invited
Kelly Simmons of the Visitors
Bureau, City Manager Eric
Dodson, and Mayor Paul
Grondin to join them for their
banquet Wednesday, August 16,
at which time Mr. Grondin pre-
sented them with a key to the
city. Members of the group, the
largest association for owners of
Kawasaki Voyager motorcycles,
visited several local attractions
and paraded down State Street
on their motorcycles on the
evening of Friday, August 18.

After the event, Duane and
Charlotte Ash, chairmen of AVA,
wrote to their St. Ignace hosts,
praising the warm welcome they
had received from many local
businesses.

Motorcyclists with the American Voyagers Association

Thursday, August 31, 2006

enj oy

visiting St. Ignace for their annual rally for five days in August.
Members of the group, all Kawasaki Voyager owners, parked their
bikes outside Little Bear East Arenato form the letters“ AVA,” and
City Manager Eric Dodson took this aerial photograph of the

arrangement.

“We have never received a
better reception, met kinder peo-
ple, had such an accommodating
city, and saw such beautiful
country al at the same time,”
Mr. Ash said. “St. Ignace is a
phenomenal city!”

The association has members

from across the country, and in
six other countries, and is head-
quartered in ldaho. Mr. Ash
pointed out that a group of 48
couples is already planning a
return visit to the city, and AVA
members would like to return for
another rally in coming years.

State Law Carries Felony for Bridge Trespassers

Pedestrian travel on the
Mackinac Bridge, other than dur-
ing the annual Memorial Day
weekend run and the Labor Day
walk, is prohibited by a state law
and is considered trespassing. For
violators, the new 2005 law carries
a $2,500 fine, up to four years in
prison, and is considered a felony.

Signs are posted at both the
north and south ends of the

Great Lakes Photojournalist Now
Collecting Material For Third Book

Great Lakes photojournalist
and author Jerry Roach of
Durand will be in St. Ignace
Sunday, September 3, to discuss
his new book about Great Lakes
lighthouses. Mr. Durand will sign
his books at Book World from
noon to 3 p.m. Proceeds from his
series of books on Great Lakes
lighthouses fund restoration
efforts on historic lights, Mr.
Durand said.

His newest book is “The
Ultimate Guide to East Michigan
Lighthouses.” He has also self-
published “The Ultimate Guide
to West Michigan Lighthouses’
and is now taking photographs
for his third book, “The Ultimate

Guide to Upper Michigan
Lighthouses.” The guidebooks
include information on each light
as well as listings of museums,
attractions, local points of inter-
est, and annual fairs, festivals,
and events.

Mr. Durand and his wife,
Barb, an assistant in the project,
are members of several nonprofit
lighthouse preservation groups,
including the Great Lakes
Lighthouse Keepers Association.
He has written articles and pro-
vided photographs for several
publications, including The
Beacon, a quarterly magazine
featuring lighthouses of the Great
L akes.

Help Sought in Chain saw Theft

The theft of two chainsaws
from a Chippewa County Road
Commission building on West
Depot Street in Brimley has
prompted Michigan State Police
to seek information about the lar-
ceny through the Crime Stoppers
program.

The saws were taken some-
time between June 30 and July
11. They are described as a red
Shindawa chain saw with an 18-

inch bar, valued at $490, and a
white and orange Stihl chain saw
with a 20-inch bar, valued at
$370.

Those who may have informa-
tion about the theft or the missing
chain saws are asked to call
Crime Stoppers at (800) 465-
7867. Callers may remain anony-
mous and tips leading to arrest
may earn a cash reward of up to
$1,000.
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The complete edition of The St. Ignace News is available online at
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Mackinac Bridge advising that
trespassers are not allowed and the
penalties a violation carries, said
Bob Sweeney, executive secretary
of the Mackinac Bridge Authority.
Someone attempts to illegally
make the crossing about twice a
year, he said.

Since September 11, 2001, new
laws have been enacted to
strengthen penalties and to prohib-

it acts of terrorism. Until last year,
the trespassing statute for the
bridge carried afine up to $50 and
was considered a misdemeanor.

The senate bill increasing the
trespassing penalty was intro-
duced last year by State Senator
Patricia Birkholz of Saugatuck
and was signed into law by
Governor Jennifer Granholm in
December.

Mackinac Bridge Traffic Down in July

Treffic crossing the Mackinac Bridge in July decreased 8 percent compared
to traffic levelsin July, 2005, reported the Mackinac Bridge Authority.
This July, 579,192 vehicles crossed the bridge, while 629,342 crossed last

duly.

Treffic for theyear is4 percent behind last year’s pace, with 2,261,908 vehi-
cles crossing this year, and 2,356,499 vehicles crossing last yesr.

Police Reports
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The following are reports from
the S. Ignace Police Department
from August 14 to August 28:

Twenty-eight boxes of needles
and syringes from Mackinac
Straits Veterinary Clinic were
stolen during a break-in on the
evening of Monday, August 21, or
early morning Tuesday, August 22.
An employee told police the rear
door of the building was broken
when she opened the facility at
7:45 am. She found severa nee-
dles lying on the floor. The case
remains open and police have no
suspects.

A 21-year-old St. Ignace man
was arrested for attempting to
break into the Museum of Ojibwa
Culture on North State Street early
Saturday morning, August 26.
Police apprehended the man after
a witness called 9-1-1 when he
spotting a man attempting to break
down the rear door of the building.
The door handle was broken off
and a few windows were broken.
Police are still investigating the
incident.

The rear window from a
Burdette Street resident’s van was
broken after a 10-year-old boy
threw a rock at it Friday, August
18. The boy’s father informed the
van owner and called police to file
a report for the insurance compa-
ny. No citation was issued.

A 43-year-old Taylor man was
arrested for speeding and driving
with a suspended license on the
south end of the Mackinac Bridge
Sunday, August 27. Police from
Mackinaw City assisted and pulled
the vehicle over after the man
headed south on the bridge. The
caseis still under police investiga-
tion.

A 26-year-old Illinois man was
arrested Saturday, August 19, for
operating a vehicle while intoxi-
cated and for not having an opera-
tor’'s license in Michigan. Police
pulled him over after he was seen
driving erratically on North State
Street.

A 24-year-old Owosso man was
arrested Friday, August 18, for
driving with a suspended license
and having no proof of insurance.
The man told police he had bought
the vehicle two weeks ago, and the
insurance was still under the previ-
ous owner. The case remains under
investigation.

Two juveniles from Hessel
were apprehended by police on
Abe Street and turned over to their
grandparents after they allegedly
stole a pack of cigarettes and a
lighter from a Spruce Street resi-
dence. The two juveniles were
considered runaways.

A 17-year-old St. Ignace boy
was arrested for stealing coolers
from a St. Ignace campground
Monday, August 21. The coolers
contained soda and alcoholic bev-
erages. Police questioned the boy
after witnesses described his vehi-
cle. Police found two coolersin his
vehicle that matched the reported
stolen coolers. The boy initialy
told police his vehicle had not
been operated for weeks and that
the coolers in the vehicle were his.
When the officer checked the con-
tents of the cooler, finding one was
empty and the other was full of ice
and beverages, the suspect con-
fessed to stealing the coolers but
would not tell police who was with
him during the crime.

Police are searching for two
young men who allegedly stole a
knife from a downtown business
Monday, August 21. The suspects
are both male. One suspect is
about 17 years old, white, but with
a dark complexion, and is approx-
imately five feet, seven inchestall.
He was wearing long shorts and a
dark shirt. The other suspect was
about 15 years old, also with a
dark complexion, slim, and was
about five feet, 11 inches tall,
wearing long shorts and a T-shirt.

A 17-year-old St. Ignace boy
was arrested on First Street for
possession of marijuana in his
vehicle Tuesday, August 22. The
boy was traveling with two com-
panions and was pulled over by
police after going 40 miles per
hour in a 25-mile-per-hour zone.
The contents, along with a pipe
and a small bottle of eye drops,
were hidden in a fast food bag on
the front passenger side. The boy
stated he and his friends were
going to football practice, though
they were traveling in the wrong
direction. He denied knowing that
there was marijuana in the vehicle
or that the other two passengers
knew about the marijuana. The
passengers were not cited.

There were atotal of 31 reports
filed from August 14 to August 28.



