
longer session has allowed St.
Ignace to extend art, physical edu-
cation, and music classes from 20 to
35 minutes. 

These special classes will be
taught by certified expert teachers
this year, owing to new federal reg-
ulations which demand higher qual-
ifications for certain teachers. Each
will be able to structure activities to
closely match the developmental
levels of the youngsters, Mrs. Ledy
said.

Having experts teach art, music,
and physical education allows
classroom teachers more planning
time. Kindergarten planning peri-
ods will be a collaborative effort,
Mrs. Ledy said. In a group setting,
teachers will draw from each
other’s experience and imagina-
tions to create their lesson plans.

This year, the youngsters will
take advantage of a new computer
laboratory, she added, and they will
also have regular library time under
the direction of school librarian and
aide Betsy Wheeler.

Moran Township School 
At nearby Gros Cap School,

where Mary Cullen teaches kinder-
garten, registrations rose, said sec-
retary Julie Moore. The tentative
count for the coming year is 13
kindergarten students, compared to
last year’s final count of eight. The
increase has enabled Gros Cap to
break with tradition and offer a
kindergarten-only class. In years
past, kindergarten and first grade
students were combined in the same
room, owing to the small size of the
district. 

For the first time, Gros Cap will
also offer all-day kindergarten. 

“The feeling is that kindergart-
ners are ready for full days,” Mrs.
Moore said. The increased preva-
lence of pre-schooling means that
many five-year-olds are prepared
for longer sessions, she said, which
allows them to be taught more dur-
ing the year.

Unlike most schools in
Michigan, Gros Cap is not funded
by per-pupil allowances from the
state, so the increased number of
students will have no bearing on the
district’s revenue, Mrs. Moore said. 
Engadine Consolidated Schools

To the west, at Engadine
Consolidated Schools, elementary
and high school secretary Lesa
Baker reported 21 kindergarten stu-
dents tentatively enrolled, com-
pared to 18 in last year’s final
count. The numbers are slightly
higher, she said, but there are not as
many kindergarten students coming
in as there were 12 years ago.

Kindergarten teacher Kelly
Stack also conducts all-day classes,
but hers are divided into two over-
lapping groups. One comes in from
Monday through Thursday. The
other comes in Tuesday through
Friday. This arrangement means
each group has one day off, and one
session with fewer students, each

week, Mrs. Baker said. 
Engadine kindergarten students

are part of an intensive literacy
project funded by the federal gov-
ernment. A Title IIA grant,
“Teacher/Principal Training and
Recruiting,” allows funding to be
used to reduce class sizes, so teach-
ers can give more attention to each
student. Smaller classes have been
shown to have a positive impact,
especially on young students, said
Angie McArthur, business adminis-
trator and elementary coordinator
for the district.  

“I think it’s great,” she said
regarding the arrangement, “espe-
cially for kindergarten.”

The students receive 90 minutes
of literacy training every morning,
using a textbook series paid for by
the grant that includes consistent
testing and intervention compo-
nents.

For kindergarten students, the
program focuses on sounds and let-
ters, generating what Mrs.
McArthur called “phonemic aware-
ness.” Rather than memorizing
sounds and words, the program
explains what sounds are and con-
tributes to deeper literary under-
standing, she said.

The grant also pays for literacy
coach Laura Flatt, who works with
teachers and students.

Under the program, Mrs. Stack
meets for literacy training sessions
with her peers from other districts.
Kindergarten and first and second
grade teachers use these sessions to
draw from each other’s knowledge
and experience. 

The program is in its second
year of a three-year grant. Using
other funding this year, Engadine is
extending the literacy project to

grades four through six.
“It’s very exciting to see the

changes it makes,” Mrs. McArthur
said. “Once students learn to read,
they can be engaged in class, and
discipline is no longer an issue. 

“We’re looking forward to a
great year,” she added. 

Les Cheneaux 
Community Schools

At Les Cheneaux Community
Schools in Cedarville, the number
of registered kindergarten students
has jumped. Thirty have enrolled so
far, compared to last year’s count of
21. This will contribute to smaller
class sizes and more revenue for the
school.

“This is wonderful,” said secre-
tary Susie Rutledge. The increase

has enabled the school to offer two
sections of kindergarten, to be
taught by Julie Davis and Carrie
Carr.

The flux of kindergarten stu-
dents is unusual in a time of gener-
ally declining enrollment. 

“We usually graduate more stu-
dents than we take in,” Mrs.
Rutledge said. “Who can explain
it?”

Part of the answer, she added, is
that new families are moving into
the area. 

Les Cheneaux schools is work-
ing to maintain its program in a
time of budgeting difficulties, but
this year, textbooks have been
updated and use an approach that
combines reading with social stud-
ies and science. 

The program also emphasizes
writing, said Eric Cardwell, the ele-
mentary school principal. 

“It’s not like when you and I
were in school,” he told The St.
Ignace News. Early academic train-
ing for kindergarten has been
enhanced, and the young students
are “producing some really fantas-
tic writing samples,” he said.
Mackinac Island Public School

Kindergarten registration num-
bers at Mackinac Island Public
School are down this year, but like
Gros Cap, the district does not
receive per-pupil funding from the
state, so the district’s revenue will
not be affected.

Three students signed up, and of
that number, two are twins who will
be out of the area for part of the
year. Last year, there were six
kindergarten students enrolled.
Their teacher will be Vicki Urman.

Two of her students speak fluent
Polish as well as English, bringing
language awareness to their class,
said secretary and bookkeeper
Barbara Fisher.

Classes at Mackinac Island
School, which has fewer than 100
students, are combined. The three

kindergarten students will share a
room with first grade students. 

Mackinaw City Public Schools
Nineteen kindergarten students

have enrolled so far this year at
Mackinaw City Public Schools,
compared to a final count of 18 last
year. 

Generally, enrollment in the area
has remained stable for at least 12
years, said secretary Kathy Brey. 

Replacing kindergarten teacher
Lynn Balyo, who retired, is recent
Central Michigan University gradu-
ate Emily Brey. She will teach
kindergarten in the morning and the
school’s “readiness program” in the
afternoon. The readiness program is
a class for four-year-olds.

Mackinaw City also hosts a pro-
gram called junior kindergarten.
Taught by Becky Valot, the class
focuses on helping students devel-
op, preparing them for the regular
kindergarten class, said superin-
tendent Jeffrey Curth.  

In the afternoons, Mrs. Valot
teaches reading and assists teachers
in other classrooms under the dis-
trict’s Title I program. 

Mackinaw City runs a tradition-
al half-day program for kindergart-
ners, but at teachers’ request, the
kindergarten school day has been
extended by one-half hour. The new
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

“More contact time will obvi-
ously help them,” Mr. Curth said.

Rudyard Area Schools
Kindergarten enrollment is up at

Rudyard Area Schools, which also
runs all-day classes. Forty-two stu-
dents have registered at Turner-
Howsen Elementary, compared to
last year’s count of 34. At R. J.
Wallis Elementary, 51 students
have registered, compared to last
year’s count of 47, said superin-
tendent Gary Davis. 

“We’re hopeful this rise will be a
trend,” he said, commenting on the
district’s steadily declining enroll-
ment over the past several years. 

Student counts are unpredictable
in the district. 

“There is a lot of movement,”
Mr. Davis said. “There are always
more students in the fall count than
in the winter count.”
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SANDRA COADY
Realtor

Cozy 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath home
on St. Mary’s River in DeTour.
Great views of the freighters
and Drummond Island. Dredge
with 3’ of water, floating dock,
break-wall and walkway. Along
with 24’x32’, 2-car garage with a
workshop and storage. Home
has a full basement.

Peaceful, relaxing and afford-
able deep water in front of
home in Cedarville with view
of freighters and west
entrance of the Les Cheneaux
Islands. Walk out basement
with overhead garage door
opening into workshop, plus 2
car detached garage.

150’ of waterfront on the St.
Mary’s River, Barbeau. Three
bedroom, 1.75 bath home over-
looking the shipping channel with
knotty pine tongue and groove
throughout. Year around home, 5
stall garage along with 3 out
buildings.

Sandy beach, 50’ frontage x
713’ deep on St. Mary’s River -
view of freighters. Two bedroom,
1 bath cottage with large,
glassed front porch, well, septic
and storage building.

Newer home on Hill Island in
Cedarville with beautifully land-
scaped yard, large heated and
insulated garage, 3 bedrooms, 2
full baths, Jacuzzi and water-
front access to Lake Huron.
Don’t Wait!

Spacious 5 bedroom, 2 bath
home with sauna, walkout base-
ment, enclosed apple orchard, 2
car garage, outbuildings and
adjoins Federal Forest. Close to
hunting and snowmobiling.
Don’t wait, call today.

268 N. Ontario Street,
DeTour

#06-236 $259,900

2049 S. Crow Point, 
Cedarville 

#06-534 $227,500

13288 S. Scenic Drive,
Barbeau #05-1148 

Reduced $10,000 to $149,900

13101 S. Cottage Rd
Barbeau

#06-863 $85,000

610 S. West View Trail,
Cedarville #05-1109

Reduced $20,500 to $189,500

5104 N. Mackinac Trail, 
St. Ignace 

#05-1126 $122,900

3522 E. M-134, Cedarville  #05-518 Reduced $25,100 to $349,900
Unique piece of property and home! 555’ of waterfront on
McKay Creek and Lake Huron. UP, Les Cheneaux Islands,
Cedarville. Potential housing/condo investment possibilities.
Two bedroom well insulated year round home with Ponderosa
pine from California thru whole house (walls & ceilings).
Abundant wildlife - beavers, mink, deer, muskrat, owls, ducks,
geese, and salmon run every fall next to house.

Affiliated offices throughout the entire state of Michigan to serve 

your  real estate needs! Combined over 50 years in the business

South Crow Point Lane, Cedarville.
3-BR, 1.5 BA lakefront home with a
landscaped lot to a 60' crib dock.  200'
of McKay Bay frontage, 90' wrap-
around wood deck, fireplace.
$369,000.  #572-05-0046.

Raber Bay Landing, Goetzville.
Lake Huron income-producing resort.  Fantastic freighter view!  335' of waterfront, 8
cabins, apartment, trailer, campsites, dock rentals with 31' deep water, boat slips, boat
launch, gas/store/bait shop and a 2200 square foot home.  Equipment and furniture
included.  $650,000.  Land contract terms.  #572-06-0006. 

South Huron, DeTour Village.
An incredible investment opportunity...a one-of-a-kind 20' deep 850' waterfront.  View
freighters from the potentially fantastic future motel or condominium site (DeTour has
none) with deep water dockominiums, lighthouse services, charters, marina, museum,
shop...deeded bottom lands...2,5 acres.  $650,000.  #572-06-0004.

Commercial Acreage, W. M-134, Cedarville.
5 acres of prime commercial land on M-134 just west of town.  $89,900.  Or optional:
Four 1-acre (m/l) lots, sold separately, $25,000 ea.  #572-06-0014.

Commercial

Maud Bay, DeTour Village.
1000' m/l Lake Huron waterfront amd
14 acres. Awesome, southern exposure
with view of freighters, Lime Island, and
St. Joseph Island.  $800,000.  #572-06-
0020. 

East Hill Island Road, Cedarville.
A rare and exceptional, deep, sandy beach
parcel.  232.65' waterfront.  2.96 acres
located on Les Cheneaux Moscoe Bay in
Lake Huron.  Parcel is secluded with a crib
dock.  $350,000.  #572-05-0047.

Vacant Waterfront

Forest Lane, Cedarville.
Large, lakefront lot on coveted Island #8.
Enjoy the view and tie your boat close to
shore.  $149,000.  #572-06-0013.

South Pine River Road, 
Hessel/St. Ignace area.

2.30 acres.  291.6' on St. Martin's Bay
overlooking the Mackinac Bridge.
Building permit in place. $90,000.  #572-
05-0037.

Klier Rd., Sault Ste. Marie.
100' of Lake Huron waterfront with 5
acres m/l adjoining State land. Awesome
freighter view and hunting!  $65,000.
#572-06-0024.

North Pine River Road.
Halfway between Hessel and St. Ignace.
Tranquil and dry 157'X542' waterfront
building parcel near Federal land.  Land
contract terms.  $55,000.  #572-05-0015.

5931 St. Ignace Rd., Hessel.
3 BR, 1 BA home with 40 acres of private
property adjacent to State land.
$159,000.   #572-06-0017.

201 S. M-129, Pickford.
4 BR, 1.75 BA, 1-car attached garage,
full basement.  $69,000.  #572-06-
0022.

Residential Waterfront

11370 E. M-134.
An extraordinary, unparalleled 2358' Lake Huron waterfront treasure.  The 1800
square foot home peeks from an incredible sandy bay.  An impressive creek crawls
beneath a gated driveway.  13 acres m/l of superb serenity and privacy!  Zoned
Resort/Residential.  REDUCED! $1,899,000.  #572-206-0018.

Vacant Land/Acreage

Swede Road, Cedarville.
...and a creek runs through it...280 pri-
vate acres surrounded by 3200' m/l of
landlocked State land.  1500 sq. ft. cabin
with a 2-car garage. $504,000.  #572-
06-0006.

19832 North Caribou Lake Rd., 
DeTour Village.

80 acres, mature trees, survey, 11 splits,
deer blinds, near snowmobile trails, huge
pole barn/home.  $325,000.  #572-06-
0019.

Wilson Avenue and Four Mile Block.
Golf course frontage.  Superb building lot
with deeded water access next to
Cedarville Golf Links. $55,000.  #572-
06-0015.

South Caribou Lake Rd.,
DeTour Village.       60 acres.

$90,000.  #572-05-0019.
White Rd., Cedarville.

150' X175' cleared building lot on Hill
Island, includes  a well and sewer con-
nection.  $35,000.  #572-05-0038.

Kromiller Rd., Cedarville.
Building lot close to town.  130'X346'.
$29,900.  #572-06-0016.

North M-129, Cedarville.
2-acre building lot 1.8 miles north of
town.  $25,000.  #572-06-0021.
North M-129, Cedarville.
Wooded building lot with highway
frontage.  $14,900.  #572-05-0017.

Sault Ste. Marie.
Building lot close to Sault High.  

$7,600.  #572-05-0013. 

Cloverland Rd., 
between Hessel and St. Ignace.

Large, 4-acre wooded parcel across from
Lake Huron near the Pine River and near
Federal forest.  This property, combined
with our waterfront listing across the road
(2.30 acres and 2.96' waterfront on Lake
Huron) would be a great investment!
$25,000.  #572-05-0037.

White Rd., Cedarville.
100'X175' building lot on Hill Island.
$25,000.  #572-05-0039.

Circle Drive, Cedarville.
357' m/l building lot close to town and
Lake Huron.  $24,900.   #572-05-0011.

Hill Island, Cedarville.
Wooded 2-acre parcel.  Survey, city
sewer available.  $15,000.  #572-05-
0005.

Democrat Rd., DeTour Village.
Well-landscaped building lot one block
from Lake Huron.  Great view, water and
sewer hook-up, storage building.
$15,000.  #572-05-0002.

Residential

www.statewiderealestate.net

156 W Hwy. M-134, CEDARVILLE

906-484-2250  1-888-543-3070 • 906-484-3435 FAX

EMAIL US: statewiderealestate@cedarville.net

Service…Experience

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Richard Langley,

Associate Broker

OPEN
HOUSE!!!! 

Saturday, Sept. 2
Noon - 3:00 pm.

147 DOLESE DRIVE - ST. IGNACE MI - 3 bdr, 2 bath home in immaculate condition
with 2 car attached garage & an additional 24 x 24 workshop/rec room for storage.
New carpet, doors, & paint throughout. It has all the perks of living in town, but with a
peaceful country-like setting. Stunning landscaping. Lot size: 100 x 172   $159,000

Karene Kerbersky, Sales Associate
11650 US-2 West, Naubinway, MI 49762

(906) 477-0084 Business • (906) 235-1127 Cell/VM
(906) 477-6862 Fax • rourke@portup.com E-mail

www.realestate-mls.com

*Continued from page 1

St. Ignace Schools Among Those Offering Full Day Kindergarten; Districts Report Changes This Year

Olivia Champion of St. Ignace Township receives her name tag as
her mother, Kelly, looks on, at St. Ignace Area Schools’ kindergarten
orientation Wednesday, August 23. 

*Please turn to page 15


