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In January 2005, after a plan-
ning session to sharpen its goals
toward marketing the hotel sector,
the Visitors Bureau shifted its par-
ticipation in some community pro-
grams and re-established its office
at a new location, splitting from
the Chamber of Commerce. The
requirement that hotel owners pay
Chamber of Commerce dues was
eliminated.

Soon &fter, a new fee schedule
developed by the Visitors Bureau
offered businesses a listing in the
Vacation Guide and on the Web
site for a $100 fee. To some busi-
ness owners, Mrs. Peterson said,
this looked like a bargain over
paying traditional Chamber of
Commerce dues. The bureau also
set up an associate membership,
costing $500, that entitles any
non-hotel business, such as retail-
ersor boat lines, the opportunity to
serve on the Visitors Bureau board
and have a vote in proceedings.

Kelly Simmons, director of the
Visitors Bureau, said memberships
in that organization remain at 38.
Nine associate members joined the
Visitors Bureau this year, she said,
and most are also members of the
Chamber of Commerce, which
indicates they did not replace
Chamber memberships with
Visitors Bureau associate member-
ships.

Business owners who pay to be
listed in the Vacation Guide with-
out full Chamber membership are
losing out on valuable services
such as telephone, fax, and e-mail
referrals, health insurance dis-
counts, brochure distribution, and
bulk mailing discounts, say mem-
bers of the Chamber board. That is
the message they will bring to
business owners in the coming
weeks.

“It's possible they don't feel

like they're getting value for their
money, but there is alot to under-
stand about Chamber member-
ship,” said Cheryl Schlehuber,
president of the board, while
pointing out the services offered
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snow softball, and snow volley-
ball, as well as distributes thou-
sands of information packets,
called “goodie bags,” each year at
the St. Ignace marina and camp-
grounds.
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The Chamber of Commerce has
a positive impact in the communi-
ty, Mrs. Peterson said, by coordi-
nating events for groups who don'’t
have interest or experience in
logistical planning. The Chamber
of Commerce coordinates Autumn
Apple Days, Sidewak Sales, the
Community Yard Sale, the Home
for the Holidays Parade, Men's
Shopping Night, Ladies' Shopping
Night, the Underwater Treasure
Hunt in conjunction with the
Straits Underwater Preserve,
Bayside Live and Locas on the
Bay concerts with the Downtown
Development Authority, Arts
Dockside with a group of volun-
teers, the St. Ignace Salmon Derby
with agroup of volunteers, and the
Gold Wing Midnight Ride with
Kewadin Casino. The Chamber
also takes some registrations for
St. Ignace auto shows and sends
mailings and takes registrations
for three winter events on Moran
Bay, the Ice Chip Golf Scramble,

ty to handle those projects, but
they know how to run the fishing
contest,” Mrs. Peterson said.

In similar capacity, the Cham-
ber of Commerce agreed Wed-
nesday, September 13, to adopt
and coordinate the Moran Mud
Runs next year, taking over the
event from Mackinac County
Sportsmen’s Off Road Vehicle
Association and Jim and Bridget
West of the Mackinac Mudders.

“Having this office hereisvalu-
able)” Mrs. Peterson said. “We
provide information on these and
al community events. If someone
wants to do a new event, we can
help. That's what we do. Each
event, whether it'sarace, afishing
tournament, or asled dog competi-
tion, draws its own unique target
market to our town. | don’t see the
same people coming to the [now
defunct] sled dog races that are
coming to the Autumn Apple
Days. We try to develop a broad,
diverse base of people to draw
from.”

City To Choose New Recreation Coordinator
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and will be hired by Mr. Dodson
without city council approval.

“The position is more than just
being office personnel,” Mr.
Dodson said. “The day-to-day
operations may include moving
tables or going out onto the ball
field, not just being behind the
desk in the office.”

Along with home games for St.
Ignace midget hockey, the city will
host hockey tournaments October
13, 14, and 28. The ice rink will
open October 9.

In the meantime, Erica Cena, a
graduate of Lake Superior State
University, has been working part-
time at Little Bear East
Conference Center and Ice Arena
since completing her 12-week
summer internship with the city,
assisting Mr. Dodson with the
recreation programs until a coordi-
nator is hired. She is one of the 18
applicants.

The new employee will coordi-
nate and maintain the city’s youth
and adult recreation programs,
such as youth soccer, baseball, and
swim lessons. In addition, the per-
son will oversee the swimming
pool at LaSalle High School, ath-
letic fields at McCann Field and at
LaSdle, Silver Mountain Ski Hill
operations, tennis and basketball
courts, four parks, and Little Bear
East, which includes a conference
center, a hockey rink, and the fit-

Coyote Killed
at Mackinac Island
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become more bold.

One or more coyotes have been
observed downtown and in resi-
dential neighborhoods throughout
the summer, possibly lured by an
increasing rabbit population, and
they have grown accustomed to
humans and their activities. They
have been frequently observed
sunning themselves on roads and
in corrals and appear tame.

Earlier this summer, the DNR
warned residents not to feed or pet
the animals.

“It's part of a growing con-
cern,” said Mr. Porter. “This is a
pretty small place to have an
increasing population of these ani-
mals.”

Mr. Porter said prior to
Thursday’s incident, the Mackinac
Isdand State Park staff had been
discussing the issue with the
DNR.

ness center.

“1 have a mile-long list of new
ideas that | would like to see us
implement,” said Mr. Dodson.

The city is offering between
$26,000 to $32,000 a year, plus a
health, dental, and retirement plan.

With the winter recreation sea-
son looming, said Mr. Dodson,
“This will be a tria by fire for
whoever we hire. Hockey will be
rolling by then.”

The new person also will work

with the Recreation Advisory
Committee in marketing Little
Bear East to bring in more rev-
enue-generating events which will
offset the mounting utility expens-
esthefacility incurs each year, and

“We want to get more events,
like the watercraft races we had in
July,” said Mr. Dodson.

“We'll be watching each of our
expenditures for the Recreation
Department much closer,” said Mr.
Dodson.

Because you want it done right!

Import or Domestic Repair

TRI-COUNTY MOTORS

(next to Post Office in Rudyard)

Car * Truck
SUYV ¢ Mini Van

OPEN: Mon. - Thurs. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m
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£ Remember Those Special 1o You. ..

October Care Package Special

Buy 1 Dozen Cookies and 1 Dozen Brownies
and Get a Dozen of Cookies FREE

DELIVERY & MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

For more information visit us on the web
www.cedarville.net/greatturtlecakecompany

or call 906-484-2855

Great Turtle Cake Co.

Check Out Our New Website: www.infowire.biz

Movies Playing Sept. 29 - Oct. 5

Kingston Theatre
Cheboygan - (231) 627-5376
Adults (12-59) 7%+ Child (3-11) 5% + Seniors (60+) *5*

Courtyard Cinema

Mackinaw City - (231) 436-7890
Adults (12-59) 7% + Child (3-11) 52 + Seniors (60+) 5*
Matinées (until 4 p.m.) All Seats 5%

The Guardian PG -13
7:00 & 9:30 Nightly
also Sat. & Sun 1:00 & 3:30

Jackass 2 [}]
7:00 & 9:15 Nightly

also Sat. & Sun 1:00 & 3:15

Open Season G
7:00 & 8:45 Nightly LS
also Sat. & Sun 1:00 & 3:00

Gridiron Gang

7:00 & 9:15 Nightly
also Sat. & Sun 1:00 & 3:15

School for Scoundrels PG .13

7:00 & 9:00 Nightly
also Sat. & Sun 1:00 & 3:00

Jackass 2

7:00 & 9:15 Nightly

also Sat. & Sun 2:00 & 4:15

The Guardian

7:00 & 9:30 Nightly

also Sat. & Sun 1:45 & 4:15
Gridiron Gang

9:15 Nightly also Sat. & Sun 4:15
Everyone’s Hero

7:00 Nightly also Sat. & Sun 2:00
Open Season G
7:00 & 8:45 Nightly

also Sat. & Sun 2:00 & 4:00
School for Scoundrels
7:00 & 9:00 Nightly

also Sat. & Sun 2:00 & 4:00
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Mrs. Peterson said having a
strong, committed volunteer
Chamber of Commerce board and
having time this fall to recruit
more members are two strengths
the agency can draw on to face its
current financial difficulties. The
nine-member board of directors
has not yet discussed a strategy for
any budget cuts owing to declining
enrollment, she said.

“We still want to serve the com-
munity and the people comingin,”
Mrs. Peterson said. “We have a
positive group of people who
have, in their hearts, the wish for
St. Ignace to do well. They have a
strong concern for our community
and arewilling to donate their time
and energy.”

Despite the present financia
difficulty, it's a positive sign that
all members have said they are
interested in continuing their terms
of service in the October board
election, she said, when three seats
will expire on the board.

Serving on the Chamber of
Commerce board are President
Cheryl Schlehuber, Vice President
Jane Weiss, Treasurer Merv Wyse,
Shirley Sorrels, Julie Lipnitz, Lora
Brown, Elizabeth Brown, Rod
Nelson, and Cathie Sposito. Mrs.
Peterson serves as the board secre-
tary.

“Our members have run the
spectrum of opinions, asking
themselves, ‘ Does the chamber do
anything for my business? They
also should ask, ‘Does the cham-
ber do anything for the communi-
ty?” Mrs. Peterson said.

“If some of our business own-
ers spent a day in this office, they
would be amazed at the questions
we get,” she said. “ The communi-
ty has regarded the chamber as a
source of information for more
than just business.”

Mrs. Peterson, who has been
with the agency for 21 years, and
seasonal employee Eileen Evers
field the questions that come into
the office, which will be staffed
five days aweek from 9 am. to 5
p.m. through October, with slight-
ly reduced fall hours after that.

“What if the chamber does dis-
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1129 E. Easterday Ave.,
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

(906) 632-6661 » 1-800-635-6661

Thursday, September 28, 2006

Chamber Attributes Drop in Enrolimentsto Confusion Over Rates, Services

solve, who is going to answer
those questions?” Mrs. Peterson
said. “I can’t imagine that, in this
community.”

Chamber Member Fees

The following fee structure is
in place for membership in the
Chamber of Commerce:

General Business, $265 plus
$11 per employee. Professional,
$265. Attraction, $295. Industrial,
$350. Lodging with 10 units or
fewer, $240 plus $3 per unit.
Lodging with more than 10 units,

$310 plus $3 per unit.
Campground, $265 plus 50¢ per
campsite. Restaurant with liquor,
$310 plus $1.50 per chair.
Restaurant without liquor, $265
plus $1.50 per chair. Drive-in
Restaurant, $265 plus $1.50 per
chair/spot. Boat Line, $310 per
boat. Service Club/Nonprofit/
Church, $100.

For businesses that fall into
more than one category, such as a
restaurant with liquor and hotel on
one property, al applicable mem-
bership categories will be charged.

MSHP Sites Close for Season

All Mackinac State Historic
Parks sites will close for the sea-
son Sunday, October 8, except
Historic Mill Creek in Mackinaw

City, which closed Sunday,
September 24.
Historic Mill Creek closed

early for construction work to
replace support timbers on a
water-powered sawmill

before

cold weather intervenes. The tim-
bers, which were embedded in
Mill Creek 22 years ago to hold up
the sawmill, are rotting from expo-
sure to water and will be replaced
by metal supports encased in
wood. Historic Mill Creek will re-
open to the public in May 2007.

All sites will re-open in early
May 2007.

" YOU'LL LOVE IT!!
Maple Brew BBQ Sauce

Full Line of Maple Syrup Products
GIFTS BOXES

Tassier Sugar Bush

WE ARE OPEN YEAR-AROUND! - =1
(906) 484-3219 « 1-888-744-5024
2875 E. Swede Rd., Cedarville
www.tassiersugarbush.com

Try It
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HEY KIDS...
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EARNIE’S
HALLOWEEN
CONTEST

It’s time for
Earnie’s Halloween
Coloring Contest!
Stop into the Cedarville
or St. Ignace location
and pickup your
coloring contest picture.
% When you return your picture,
you will be registered for one of the four
$10 cash prizes and receive a
Halloween treat and trick or treat bag.

Have a Safe and
Happy Halloween!
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LENDER

2 LOCATIONS

ST. IGNACE

i

W366 West US-2 - 643-8138
located in next to Burger King
Open Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

TO SERVE
YOU

CEDARVILLE

507 West Hwy. M-134 - 484-3099
located across from Car Wash
Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“I believe my experience as a prosecutor,
husband, father and community leader,
makes me uniquely qualified to be your next
Probate & Family Court Judge.”

Clayton Graham is the only candidate with
the professional experience of maintaining
a countywide elected office AND the
personal experience of raising a family.

Visit us on the web at
www.grahamforjudge.com

Paid for by the Clayton Graham for Judge Committee 50 S. Boundary, St. Ignace, MI 49781

Clayton Graham
Probate Judge

“A Family Man for Family Court!”
Tuesday, November 7

~ CLAYTON GRAHAM

Clayton is
endorsed by:

92 District Court
Judge Beth Gibson

11" Circuit Court
Judge Charles Stark

Chippewa Probate &
Family Court
Judge Lowell Ulrich

Luce County Sheriff
Kevin Erickson

Luce County Clerk
Kathy Mahar




