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As more than 900,000
Michigan hunters go &field this
fall in search of their favorite
quarry, the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) urges them to
hunt safely and to take necessary
precautions when handling and
processing wild game. Hunters
should know the associated risks
of various wildlife diseases aswell
as the strides taken by the DNR
and other state agencies in
Michigan to reduce the potential
problems associated with diseased
wildlife, especially as it relates to
the fall deer hunt.

Bovine Tuberculosis (TB) Has
Declined 71 Percent

In 2005, bovine TB was found
in 16 white-tailed deer from five
Michigan counties, all in the
northeast corner of the Lower
Peninsula. Statewide, 7,361 deer
were tested. Since testing began in
1995, 523 deer have been found
positive from more than 145,000
deer surveyed.

The best news isthat the preva-
lence rate shows the number of
TB-positive deer is decreasing. In
fact, the average rate of infected
animals has declined 71 percent
since first detection more than a
decade ago.

Still, every hunter, in particular
those hunting in the specia regu-
lation unit areas, should continue
to be vigilant for any signs of this
disease in deer. Deer with severe
TB may have tan or yellow lumps
lining the chest wall and in the
lung tissue. If you see a deer with
this type of infection, contact the
DNR so the carcass and viscera, in
addition to the head, can be exam-
ined.

Hunters also are urged to sub-
mit their deer for testing if it was
taken in Alcona, Alpena, Antrim,
Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Craw-
ford, Emmet, losco, Mont-
morency, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque
Isle, or Roscommon counties. See
the 2006 Michigan Hunting and
Trapping Guide for details.

Chronic Wasting Disease
(CWD) Not Found in Michigan

Chronic Wasting Disease
(CWD) has not been found in
Michigan. This state's success in
preventing and responding to the
threat of CWD is underpinned by
rigorous surveillance, strong pub-
lic education efforts, and respon-
sive scientific laboratory support.
To date, nearly 19,000 deer, ek,
and moose have been tested for
CWD in Michigan, and al have
tested negative.

Although Michigan is taking
several steps to prevent the occur-
rence of CWD in the state, it has
been discovered in states as near
asWisconsin and Illinois. Because
nine other states and two Canadian
provinces also have confirmed the
presence of CWD, huntersimport-
ing deer and elk from these areas
must follow rules that are spelled
out in the Michigan Hunting and
Trapping Guide (page 21). Testing
of deer or elk killed in those
CWD-positive locations is manda-
tory, and hunters who are notified
of a test-positive animal are

required to contact the DNR

Wildlife Disease Lab at (517) 336-

5030 within 48 hours.

Avian Influenza Has Not Been

Found in North America

Birds can carry many types of
diseases, including flu virus, but
recently a more serious type of
influenza has emerged. The tech-
nical name for this specific flu
strain is Asian H5N1, but is com-
monly known as avian influenza
(Al). It aso is known as bird flu
and emerged in Southeast Asia
where wild birds and people get
the diseases from infested birds. It
has spread to other countries, but
has not been found in North
America.

Earlier this year, the DNR
began a monitoring program to
test migratory birds for the dis-
ease. To date, more than 200 birds
have been tested, including ducks,
geese, swans, and shorebirds.
Although there have been no posi-
tives from testing for the infec-
tious type A virus, hunters should
use hygiene precautions.

Eastern Equine Encephalitis|s
Transmitted by Mosquitoes
Eastern Equine Encephalitis

(EEE) is transmitted by mosqui-
toes, much like West Nile Virus.
There is a human health risk to
EEE, as humans who are bitten by
mosquitoes carrying the disease
can become fataly ill. However,
EEE is much rarer in humans than
West Nile Virus, with the last
human cases in Michigan reported
in 2002 (six cases, no fatalities)
and the last reported fatdity in
2001. It is unlikely, but possible,
that a person could become infect-
ed with EEE by getting brain and
spinal cord matter from an infect-
ed deer in their eyes, lungs, or in
skin wounds.

The greatest EEE risk facing
hunters is exposure to mosguitoes,
not handling or consuming normal
appearing deer from infected
areas. Although other mammals
and birds have been exposed to the
EEE virus for decades, there is no
evidence that direct contact with
these species can infect humans.
Though human infection is rare,
citizens are urged to take extra
precautions against EEE by taking
action to reduce mosquito popula-
tions, using insect repellants for
personal protection from bites,
and using protective clothing.

Hunters in Kent and Montcalm
counties are again urged to use
extra caution against mosqguito
bites during this year’s hunting
seasons by observing the basic
safety measures.

Hunters Should Avoid M osquito
Bites To Guard Against West
Nile Virus

West Nile Virus (WNV) is a
potentially serious illness. Experts
believe WNV is established as a
seasonal epidemic that flaresup in
summer and continuesinto fall. As
with EEE, the best way to avoid
illness is to avoid mosquito bites.

If ahunter is bitten by an infest-
ed mosquito, symptoms generally
will develop three to 14 days after
the bite occurs. In cases with
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Michigan Hunters Urged To Hunt Safely, Have Increased Awareness of Wildlife Diseases
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milder symptoms, people experi-
ence fever and aches that pass on
their own. In more severe cases,
hospital careis required.

Hunters, especially those older
than 50, should take precautionsto
prevent mosquito bites by using
repellants, keeping skin covered,
and treating insect bites with anti-
septic.

All Tick-Borne IlInesses Can Be
Treated With Antibiotics

Tick-borne illnesses, which are
a potential threat in Michigan,
include Lyme Disease, Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever,
Tularemia, and Ehrlichiosis. Ticks
are significant carriers  of
pathogens that can cause human
illness. In Michigan, these dis-

eases are rare, but they do occur
and can be serious if not properly
diagnosed and treated. All illness
that originates with a tick bite can
be treated with antibiotics.
Patients and domestic animals
treated in the early stages with
short courses of antibiotics usualy
recover rapidly and completely.

Small mammals are a preferred
host for ticks; but birds, reptiles,
and large mammals also can har-
bor the various stages of the tick.
Check hunting dogs regularly and
if cleaning a deer or other game,
always wear gloves and check
your clothing and hair after pro-
cessing is done.

Ticks can attach to any part of
the human body, but prefer body

creases and areas with hair. Ticks
should be removed using fine-
tipped tweezers. Grasp the tick by
the head as close to the skin as
possible, then gently but firmly
pull it straight out. Wash the bite
right away with soap and water,
then apply an antiseptic to the
wound.

Expert tick identification is
available at a number of state
agencies. For testing for most tick-
related diseases, contact your local
health department for a tick sub-
mission Kit.

Do Not Handle or Consume
Animals That Appear To Be Sick

Hunters should not handle or
consume wild animals that appear
sick or act abnormally, regardless
of the cause. Always wear heavy
rubber or latex gloves when field
dressing wild game. If intestinal
contents contact meat, consider
that meat contaminated and cut it
off, then discard.

Proper carcass care in the field
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is vital to preserving wild game.
Big-game animals should be field
dressed immediately to cool the
carcass and then hung by the head
to allow the body cavity to drain
thoroughly. In warm weather, car-
cass cooling can be hastened and
maintained by bags of ice placed
directly into the body cavity.
Protect the carcass from flies.

Wash hands with soap and
water before and after handling
meat. Sanitize equipment and
work surfaces thoroughly.

Always cook venison and other
wild meat until it is no longer pink
and the juices run clear. If cooked
in this manner, the likelihood of
any disease transmission to indi-
viduals consuming the meat is
extremely small.

Wildlife disease is something
we al must be aware of and work
together to prevent. For more
information, visit the DNR Web
site a www.michigan.gov/emerg-
ingdiseases.

By George Weeks

Michigan Politics

i

Governor Granholm Eats Pasties, Talks Tourism

Michigan, after sadly lagging
in its tourist promotion budget in
recent years, tripled efforts this
year to $20 million. Governor
Jennifer Granholm says another
$10 million is needed.

Whenever | encounter gover-
nors and their challengers on
northern trails, | ask about such
economic matters. So it was last
week in joining Granholm at
Cousin Jenny's Gourmet Cornish
Pasties in Traverse City.
(Governor Jenny is a pasty fan but
has no tie to the establishment,
founded 27 years ago by Jerilyn
DeBoer of Iron Mountain.)

It was, in fact, on a northern
trip last year that Granholm
revealed that she was shuffling
funds to boost tourist promotion
funds in order to advertise in
southern Ontario, Milwaukee, and
Cincinnati  beyond  existing
Midwest efforts. She said last
week:

"We have $15 million from the
21st Century Fund, and another
$5 million from our general fund.
It really should be about $30 mil-
lion. We should (have) a nation-
wide investment. We just need to
broaden the appeal ."

With just about a month to go
before the election, Granholm and
challenger Dick DeVos are spend-
ing most of their campaign timein
downstate population centers.

But their unprecedented TV
advertising is statewide, already
totaling nearly $26 million,
including nearly $3 million in
northern Michigan.

According to figures compiled
by the nonpartisan Michigan
Campaign Finance Network,
DeVos has spent $1,432,080 on
stations covering the northern
Lower Peninsula and the eastern
Upper Peninsula, and $465,086 in
the western U.P. Totals in the two
markets for combined spending
by Granholm and the Michigan

Democratic Party are $629,025
and $332,851.
Debate Agreements

Granholm and DeVos agreed
last week to three live, prime-time
TV debates in October as well as
the traditional joint luncheon
appearance before the Detroit
Economic Club. But as of this
writing, a public TV prime time
appearance at a date to be deter-
mined was the only televised
debate agreed upon by Senator
Debbie Stabenow and challenger
Mike Bouchard.

Stabenow and Bouchard,
Oakland County sheriff, also will
do an Economic Club forum.
Before their agreement for a
WGVU-TV debate in Grand
Rapids, there was some fowl play.
Bouchard's camp called Stabenow
“chicken" in a letter delivered by
someone dressed as one. Also,
GOP State Chairman Saul Anuzis
appeared at Stabenow's headquar-
ters with alive duck.

Stunts aside, there should be
more than one televised debate in
a race that so far has had little
media attention.

Fly-In for Bouchard

Could it be the biggest two-
day airlift of U.S. Senators in

Michigan campaign history?
Eight of them are scheduled to
campaign this month for

Bouchard's uphill challenge of
Stabenow.

Senator John McCain of
Arizona, who won Michigan's
2000 Republican presidential pri-
mary and is gearing for a possible
White House bid in 2008, plans an
October 10 fundraiser in Grand
Rapids for Bouchard, as well as
events for state  House
Republicans and for Secretary of
State Terri Lynn Land.

On October 11, seven fresh-
men senators are to campaign
with Bouchard: Senators Mel
Martinez of Florida, Johnny
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Isakson of Georgia, David Vitter
of Louisiana, Richard Burr of
North Carolina, Tom Coburn of
Oklahoma, Jim DeMint of South
Carolina, and John Thune of
South Dakota.

McCain, meanwhile, has
announced that 10 Republican
state senators have signed on to
help run his Straight Talk America
political action committee in
Michigan. Among them are Jason
Allen of Traverse City and
Michelle McManus of Lake
L eelanau.

Timber Industry Gets Help

Granholm last week signed six
GOP-sponsored hills that she said
"will continue the state's efforts to
modernize management policies
for the state's forestland, help cre-
ate jobsin the timber industry, and
protect and keep access available
to the state's natural resources
enjoyed by hunters, fishermen,
and outdoor enthusiasts.”

Among the sponsors were
Senators Allen of Traverse City
and Tony Stamas of Midland, and
Representative Kevin
Elsenheimer of Bellaire. A driving
force behind the package was
Representative Tom Casperson of
Escanaba, who had long prodded
the Granholm Administration on
timber issues and called the pack-
age "avictory."

Casperson, who met with
Department of Natural Resources
Director Rebecca Humphries, said
the DNR "has certainly made
strides” toward helping the indus-
try. As an "olive branch,” he with-
drew legislation that would have
mandated some actions now being
taken.

George Weeks retired this year
after 22 years as political colum-
nist for The Detroit News. His
weekly Michigan Palitics column
is syndicated by Superior
Features.

Upper Peninsula Veterans Memoria Time
Capsule Dedicated to Those Who Served

The deadline has been extend-
ed to Sunday, October 15, for
veterans to submit information to
a time capsule dedicated to mili-
tary veterans from the Upper
Peninsula.

The Marine Corps League
Iron Mountain Detachment 1239
has placed a 100-year time cap-
sule at the base of the Upper
Peninsula Veterans Memorial on
top of the Pine Mountain Ski Hill
in Iron Mountain. The time cap-
sule will be dedicated to all vet-
erans born in the Upper
Peninsula who enlisted or were
drafted and served honorably in
the Armed Forces of the United
States.

The memorial was officially
dedicated July 1 to all veterans of
the Upper Peninsula, starting
with the Vietnam era veterans.
Monuments to veterans of other
eras will be added later.

Information required includes
name, rank, branch of service,
and dates served. Medals and
information such as Missing in
Action, Prisoner of War, Killed in
Action may be included. If the
veteran is a Native American,
that may be noted, also.

Names will be sealed into the

time capsule and interred
November 11 (Veterans Day),
2006. The time capsule will be
opened July 4, 2106, when the
names of the veterans of the
Upper Peninsula will be viewed.
The list of names will then be
returned to the counties from
which they were submitted.

For inclusion, a veteran need
only to verify that he or she was
honorably discharged with a copy
of the DD214 or a certificate of
Honorable Discharge. If the vet-
eran belongs to a veterans organ-
ization, he or she can have all
information required verified by
the Post Commander. To include
a deceased veteran’'s name, fami-
lies will be required to verify an
Honorable Discharge along with
the other information required.

All copies of a DD214 or
Honorable Discharge Certificate
submitted will be destroyed in
view of four witnesses November
1.

To submit names, mail the
required information before
October 1 to the following
address:. MCL Iron Mountain
Detachment 1239, Adjutant /
Paymaster, 1045 Cox Street,
Quinnesec, Michigan 49876.

U.P. Businesses Invited to Fall Forum

A Fal Forum in human
resources, training, and wellness
isplanned for all Upper Peninsula
businesses and organizations
Friday, October 20, in Marquette.
The forum will take place from
8:15 am. to 4 p.m. at the Don H.
Bottum University Center on
Northern Michigan University’s
campus.

The workshop is sponsored by
the Upper Peninsula Human
Resources Association, Superior-
land Chapter of Human Resource
Professionals, U.P. Training
Network, and the Wellness
Council of the Upper Peninsula.

Registration fees of $60, or
$50 for members of the sponsor-
ing organizations, will be collect-
ed at the door. For more informa-

tion, call Susan MacGregor at
(906) 228-0001.

The keynote speaker will be
Steven Aldana, Ph.D., author,
special advisor to the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, and
regular consultant to the Centers
for Disease Control and Nationa
Institute on Health. In addition to
the keynote address, 11 other
seminars are planned.

For the Record...

In last’s week’s story on the
new hospital in St. Ignace, a
fundraising reception on Mac-
kinac Island was said to be
October 18, when, in fact, it will
be Friday, October 13.



