
Richard Lloyd Benson of Drum-
mond Island drove large trucks, and
formerly worked for United Parcel
Service, moving to Flint with the
company when it moved there.

Mr. Benson was 61 when he died
Saturday, December 16, 2006, at his
home.

He was born April 18, 1945, in
Harbor Beach to Lloyd Graton and
Lillian (nee Badgley) Benson. He
grew up in the thumb area of
Michigan, and was graduated from
Harbor Beach High School. He mar-
ried Karin Marie Mayes November
17, 1984, in Lapeer.

While on Drummond Island, he
was a member of the Drummond
Island Lutheran Church. He was a
HAM radio operator under the call
sign WA8HQW.  He enjoyed com-
puter work, fixing electronics, and
working on jukeboxes.

Mr. Benson is survived by his
wife, Karin; two sons and their fam-
ilies, Steve Benson of Burton and
Mark and Angie Benson of David-
son; one stepson and his family,
Russell and Denise Tarnowsky of
Waterford; one stepdaughter and her
family, Penny and Daniel Fantin of

Roseville, and nine grandchildren,
Jackie Benson, Remington Ashley
Benson, Montana Benson, Kensing-
ton Benson, Loren Tarnowsky,
Emma Tarnowsky, Leslie Fantin,
Garrett Fantin, and Darah Fantin.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, and by one stepson, Scott
Tarnowsky.

Burial was in Drummond Island
Cemetery, following a private family
service. Deacon Charles Krahnke of-
ficiated. Reamer Galer Funeral
Home of Pickford assisted the family.

The weather we are having here in
the Eastern Upper Peninsula, and
many other place, is certainly unusu-
al for the end of December. The ther-
mometer has been reading 40
degrees and above, the grass is turn-
ing green and, if it continues, I’m
sure the trees will begin to bud!  

In spite of the lack of “sleigh-
bells-ringing” weather, holiday bak-
ing and last-minute mailing is taking
place. Christmas lights are glowing,
presents are being stacked under the
tree, and children are full of anticipa-
tion, as they always are this time of
the year. The weather has not made a
difference in the excitement. College
students are also home for a nice win-
ter break during the next weeks.  

Rose Miller has expressed great
appreciation to all who baked cook-
ies and special treats for the commu-
nity Christmas party December 3.
She said the coordinated effort of
everyone made for a wonderful party. 

Carolers from First Union Church
were out last Saturday evening and I
was one of the lucky ones serenaded.
My little dog, Daisy, almost spoiled
the some of the songs with her excit-
ed barking, but finally calmed down.
She liked the music too! 

There was a very nice Christmas
party at the Mackinac Straits Hos-
pital Long Term Care facility on
Thursday. All of the hallways and the

dining rooms were decorated with
Christmas wreaths and lighted trees.
A full-course dinner was served to
the patients and many, many guests.
It was a nice time for everyone. 

Bruce Maze won $100 in the
December 14 Lions Club lottery. 

This week’s story from Bruce
Patrick is another about the ice fish-
ing for lake trout that used to take
place near Goose Island many years
ago. He says:  

“We used to fish through the ice
years ago when the ice was frozen
between the outer shore of Marquette
Island and Goose Island. On this one
day, ice was frozen to Goose Island.
Gene Mertaugh was out there with
his car (cars used to drive out from
Hessel when ice conditions were
right). 

“On this day that he drove out, a
lead was open near Goose Island. He
started to fish when all of a sudden,
the ice started to drift so he could not
drive off.  Well, he just waited, and
eventually the whole ice field swung
back to meet solid ice. Thus, Gene
drove off to a good ice field. How do
you like that, to be so lucky? 

“Some people nowadays wonder
how cars could drive way out on to
the big lake to fish for lake trout.
Every once in a while, ice conditions
were such that one could drive out
from Hessel to fish near Goose

Island. On one day in February, I had
several cars that came out from
Hessel just to stop and ask, ‘How is
the fishing?’”      

It certainly seems that Gene
Mertaugh was one lucky fisherman
on that day so long ago, but I’m sure
he must have had some very bad
moments as he watched that ice

break away, wondering how he was
going to get back to Hessel. It’s hard
to imagine anything more frighten-
ing. 

The First Union Church choir,
under the direction of Alan Jacobus,
will present its Christmas cantata
during the regular service Sunday
morning, December 24, at 10:30 a.m. 
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At Bryant, we’re all about making every dollar work harder. Especially
when it comes to your heating bill. That’s why we developed the 

90% furnace, our highest efficiency furnace. So now you can feel
confident that you’re getting the most heat from your heating 

dollar. Whatever it takes.SM

RAISE
THE TEMPERATURE.
NOT YOUR BILL.

PLUMBING & HEATING

115 ELLIOTT, ST. IGNACE
(906) 643-9595

Come Join Us for

New Year’s Eve with 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

and DANCING
New Year’s Eve Drink Specials!

The Driftwood will be closed on 
Christmas Day to allow our employees 
to enjoy the holidays with their families

Downtown St. Ignace • 643-9133

SEASON’S GREETINGS

During this holiday season and every day of the year,
we wish you all the best.  

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

IR Name

Investment Representative

IR Street Address
IR City, State, ZIP
IR Phone

BRANDON POSTMA

594 N. State Street 
St. Ignace, MI 49781
(906) 643-6282

Happy Holidays 

From your Friends at 

Central Savings Bank.  

We appreciate your  

loyalty and patronage.  

We wish all of you a 

safe & happy holiday 

season. 

R & R Auto Parts
Bill

26 Meridian Street, 
Cedarville

(906) 484-3149
1-800-631-7891

from

At the Holiday Season, 
our thoughts turn gratefully to those 
who have made our progress possible.

It is in this spirit that we say,
thank you to our employees.

Best wishes to all for 
a joyous Christmas  

and a happy New Year!

17499 South Dolan, Kincheloe

Get Your Storm
Windows Ready

for Winter! 
Stop By or Call Us Today.

10994 N. Straits Hwy. • Cheboygan, MI 49721
(231) 627-4426 • 1-800-624-0027
Straits Area Glass Inc.

Serving the Straits Area
Since 1966

• Store Fronts
• Mirrors
• Auto Glass
• Stained Glass

A Division of Lanoga Corporation

To All Our Friends
and Customers

11020 West Kipling Drive
P.O. Box 428 • Rudyard, MI 49780

906-478-6201 • rudyard.mi@ubc.bz

New Year's Eve!
CELEBRATE

Food, Fun and Music! 
Ring in the New Year with 

Mainstreet Band
Champagne Toast 

at Midnight

Starts at 9:30

ATTENTION SAULT TRIBE MEMBERS

Unit III Board of Directors
Fred Paquin & Keith Massaway 

would like to let the 
TRIBAL MEMBERS IN UNIT III 

know that there will not be a Unit III Meeting for 
December in observance of the holidays.

If you have any questions or concerns you wish to discuss with
your tribal board representatives please contact them directly.

Fred and Keith would like to wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and it is their hope 
that you enjoy the holidays with your families and friends!

ATTENTION SAULT TRIBE MEMBERS

Les Cheneaux      By Helen Shoberg 
484-2626 mink1@cedarville.net

Richard Benson
OBITUARY

Santa Claus (Clark O’Brien of Cedarville) made an appearance
at the Cedarville High School and Cedarville Middle School Winter
Music Concert Thursday, December 14, and greeted guests includ-
ing Sue Rye of Hessel, while her husband, Glenn, watches.

First Union Church of Cedarville carolers, (back row, from left) Joe
Forrester, Jim Berryhill, Pastor Jeff Meyers, Robert W. Smith; (center)
Becky Meyers, Lynn Forrester, Betty Struble; (front) Pat Feldhake,
and Madge Berryhill, traveled around Clark Township this week to
sing Christmas songs to residents, particularly those who cannot leave
their homes. Jim Struble is in the group, but not visible in the picture.

Richard Benson


