
weeks at least, the area should see
colder temperatures and more
snow.

“For all those who like snow
and cold, we should be seeing
some of that now,” he predicted.
“With the lakes as open as they
are, we should see several rounds
of lake effect snow over the next
few weeks.”

Mild Winter Tests 
Area Business Owners

The mild winter has affected
Eastern Upper Peninsula business-
es, winter events, and wildlife.

The average snowmobiler in
Michigan spends $4,128 annually
on equipment and travel, accord-
ing to the International
Snowmobile Manufacturers
Association. With 290,000 snow-
mobiles registered in the state, that
could add up to more than $1 bil-
lion in Michigan. 

This winter is testing even the
most frugal business owner.

Eighty-five percent of winter
business for Karene Kerversky’s
Cut River Inn in Naubinway is
from snowmobilers. She said her
business benefits from snowmobil-
ers even if there is no snow in
Naubinway because she attracts
snowmobilers on their way to
where the snow is.

But this year, she said, “There
just isn’t any or enough snow in
the U.P.”

Like many businesses, Cut
River Inn has been forced to cut
back on hours and staff.

“We usually will have 12 peo-
ple on staff at this time of the win-
ter,” Mrs. Kerversky said. “Right
now, we have two.”

The Cedar Pan-
try in Cedarville
would typically be
loaded with snow-
mobilers by now,
since it is right
across the street
from a popular
snowmobile trail.

“We’d have a lot
of out-of-towners
right now, but busi-
ness is just poor,”
said Pantry employee Bette Nye.

Dave Swope of Budget Host
Inn at St. Ignace remembers the
area suffering through a similar
predicament during the winter of
2001, when the EUP did not
receive snow until February.

“Our occupancy rate in January
2001 was 16.04 percent,” said Mr.
Swope. “We typically would be in
the high 30s to 40s.”

In 2001, however, February
turned out plenty of snow for busi-
nesses to rebound, at least some-
what, remembers Mr. Swope, who
said another winter like this may
force businesses to make drastic
changes, with some considering
closing for good.

“If we don’t get snow this year,
it’s going to be bad for a lot of
businesses,” he said. “With the
state economy like it is, having no
snow is like a double-whammy for

local businesses.
There just isn’t
another loop in
the belt for busi-
nesses to tight-
en.”

Mr. Swope,
who is president
of the St. Ignace
Visitors Bureau,
is still hoping for
the best for
February.

“ Ty p i c a l l y,
that is our strongest winter
month,” he said. “We’re not rolling
up the floor mats yet, but if this
becomes a trend, we won’t be the
only ones seeing the end of the
line.”

Local dealerships that sell or
rent snowmobiles and all-terrain
vehicles (ATVs) have reported that
ATVs have caught up in sales with
snowmobiles, however, business is
slow, overall.

“We’re doing a lot of things
around here that we’ve been put-
ting off for awhile, only because
we’re so slow,” said Dave Masse
of Cedarville Marine. “ATVs are
becoming more popular now that
people can equip them with snow-

plows and track systems for driv-
ing in the snow, but business right
now absolutely stinks.”

Mike Soder of Curtis Fish and
Hunt Shop said ATV sales have
risen in the last couple of years
owing to lack of snow for snow-
mobiles. The ratio of ATV sales to
snowmobile sales downstate is
near four-to-one but only about
two-to-one in the U.P. because
there are more “diehard snowmo-
bilers” in the U.P., said Mr. Soder.

The Fish and Hunt Shop, where
rentals of snowmobiles and boats
are a big part of its business, has
used the Internet to
expand, with some
success.

“We’re reaching
out further Mid-
west and south,” he
said. “But this mild
winter affects
everybody. I don’t
care what business
you’re in. It has
slowed down
everyone.”

Winter Event Planners Making
Back-up Plans

It has also forced the Soo Area
Sportsman’s Club, hosts of the
annual Walleye Jamboree near
Pickford, to move the event from
January into February. Carley Ball,
one of the coordinators said the
event, held on Munuscong Bay
near the St. Marys River, is
rescheduled for February 21 to
February 25.

The popular International 500
snowmobile race in Sault Ste.
Marie, scheduled for February 3,
could be canceled or moved to
March, said Jan Bailey, the event’s

coordinator.
“We didn’t put water down on

the track until January 14 last year,
so we’re not that far off, but we
don’t have any snow that the city
can bring in,” she said. “We’ll have
to make a decision by January 22
or 23 as to whether we cancel it or
reschedule it for March 10.”

She said March 10 would be the
earliest reschedule date because
the big snowmobile racing circuit
dates this winter already are filled.

“We’re still thinking positive,”
she said.

Cedarville’s annual Snowsfest
will go on as
planned, said event
coordinator Dana
Torsky. The event,
to be held February
16 to 18, will have
some changes,
however. 

The tent that
holds a dog show
and chili cook-off
each year will
probably be set up
at the township

park next to Cedarville Bay instead
at its traditional location on the
frozen lake. Mrs. Torsky said the
high school will probably house
the event’s craft show.

“There was a lot of talk that
Snowsfest was going to be can-
celed,” she said, “but we’re going
to hold the event, no matter what.”

The annual Curtis Winter
Carnival Saturday, February 17,
will most likely be relocated off
the frozen lake onto the mainland,

said event coordinator Sue
Fleischmann. She said the event’s
popular fishing contest will proba-
bly be moved to nearby Portage
Creek.

“We will have some kind of
carnival,” she said, “but this win-
ter is ridiculous. Our
family has three
rental cabins, and
right now, they’re
just sitting there
empty.”

Mark Sposito is
already designing
an alternative plan
for a pond hockey
tournament, sched-
uled for Moran Bay
in St. Ignace
February 24 and 25. He expects to
bring in 96 six-man teams.

In case Moran Bay does not
produce good ice, the event could
be moved to Chain Lake on
Cheeseman Road or, if need be, to
a frozen parking lot.

Mr. Swope said Moran Bay’s
shoreline has never not had ice
during the winter, however, he
said, this year may be the first
time it does not freeze.

“We’re still hoping for snow,”
said Mr. Sposito. “We still have
some time before the event.”

A broom ball tournament
scheduled for Saturday, January
20, at the Driftwood Bar in St.
Ignace will continue with or with-
out snow, just as long as teams
show up.

Warm Winter and Wildlife

For most of the EUP’s wildlife,
the stress of winter will be mini-
mal, said Rex Ainslie, a wildlife
biologist for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources in
Newberry.

Deer, he said, will fare pretty
well, as will preda-
tors like coyotes and
wolves.

“If the winter con-
tinues like it has,
you’ll probably see a
high survival rate for
fawns and a high
production rate for
does in the spring,”
he said.

Black bear, and
small-game animals

like snowshoe hare and grouse,
however, are more likely to strug-
gle in a mild-climate winter, he
said.

“Snowshoe hare are highly vul-
nerable because there is no snow
for their white coats to blend in
with, which is resulting in a high
success rate for both predators and
hunters,” said Mr. Ainslie.
“Grouse are struggling too,
because they bury themselves in
snow to protect themselves from
predators and to preserve heat.”

The warmer temperatures may
also interrupt hibernation for black
bears, which would increase ener-
gy demands and force them to
burn fat reserves which otherwise
would allow them to rest through-
out the winter months, said Mr.
Ainslie.

Alban to collect donations for the
medical care of a female beagle
found injured and emaciated on
Hiawatha Trail in Mackinac
County. Mrs. Frosland estimates
the dog had been outside without
food for at least two weeks. The
dog had somehow gotten its front
leg stuck through its collar, and suf-
fers from skin injuries as a result, as
well as from porcupine quills. The
one-year-old beagle, now named
“Minnie” by Dr. Alban’s staff, is
not yet healthy enough to be
offered for adoption, and is being
cared for at Dr. Alban’s office in St.
Ignace. 

“She has a sweet disposition,
and is a real lap dog who will put
her head in your lap,” Dr. Alban
said. “She’s not afraid of people,
and is very affectionate. This one
will make it.”

Donations toward the dog’s
medical expenses can be sent to
Mackinac Straits Veterinary Clinic
at 104 High Street in St. Ignace.

In another matter, Mrs. Frosland
said that the spate of missing cats
reported to her in early fall seems to
have abated in the past two months,
although the investigation of these
cases remains open. More than 45
pet cats had been reported missing
by St. Ignace, Cedarville, and
Hessel residents in August and
early September, she told The St.
Ignace News in reports published in
September, while a typical number
of missing cat reports would be
about one per week. At that time,
the department did not note an

unusual number of complaints
about missing dogs, and did not
receive missing cat reports from the
west end of the county. 

Reports about missing cats have
returned to normal levels, Mrs.
Frosland said January 5.
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2 LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE 

YOU

Your savings federally insured to $100,000

NCUA
National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

ST. IGNACE
W366 West US-2 • 643-8138 

located next to Burger King
Open Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CEDARVILLE
507 Hwy. M-134 • 484-3099

located across from Car Wash
Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

U.P. STATE CREDIT UNION IS

NOW
A COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION

Anyone
THAT WORKS, RESIDES

OR WORSHIPS IN THE

UPPER PENINSULA

May Join
The Credit

Union

• No Monthly Fees on Any Accounts
• No Minimum Balance Checking Account
• Free Internet Banking and Online Bill Pay
• Fixed Rate Mortgages • Construction Mortgages • MSHDA Lender
• Night Deposit • Drive Thru Windows • ATM Cards 
• Debit Cards • Vehicle Loans as Low as 5.75% 
• Service Center Outlet

Join Today 
and Start 

Reaping the
Benefits

Take Advantage of our
Many Services…

Live, Work or Worship in the U.P.?
Join U.P. State Credit Union

We Will Be Closed 
Mon., Jan. 15 for Staff Training

TRI-COUNTY MOTORS
(next to Post Office in Rudyard)

478-5331
Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Is Your Car
Ready For Winter?

See the pros for...

✔ Snow Tires
✔ Anti-Freeze
✔ Mufflers

✔ Engine Heaters
✔ Tune-up
✔ Batteries

American Amish 
Heirlooms

Sale up to 50% Off
on selected items including Christmas

Melissa & Doug Toys
15% Off

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
210 E. Main Street, Pickford (906) 647-2045

THURS., JAN. 11 Swiss Steak, mashed potatoes and vegetable
$595 

FRI., JAN. 12 Prime Rib, choice of potato
$795 

MON., JAN. 15 Macaroni & Cheese, Smoked Chop, and vegetable
$595 

TUES., JAN. 16 Pork Steak, mashed potatoes and vegetable
$595

WED., JAN. 17 NY Strip, choice of potato
$795

Bentley’s 

B-n-L 
Cafe

OPEN Mon.-Sat. at 7 a.m.
Closed on Sundays

Hand Dipped Ice Cream
Malts & Shakes

Call for take-out orders
643-7910

Downtown St. Ignace
Gift Certificates Available

Businesses, Events Across EUP Facing Challenges of Mild Winter Weather
*Continued from page 1

*Continued from page 1

A group of idle snowmobiles sits on the lawn in bright sunshine as late in the season as Sunday after-
noon, January 7, at Cedarville Inn in Cedarville. The rental vehicles were set out late last year, when a
week of heavy snowfalls in December looked promising for the local snowmobile season. All of the snow
melted or was washed away by rains, and it will take awhile to rebuild the trail base, even though the
weather seemed to turn a corner Monday, January 8.

New Homes Sought for Dogs

“We’re not rolling up
the floor mats yet, but
if this becomes a
trend, we won’t be the
only ones seeing the
end of the line.”

– David Swope,
Budget Host Inn

“There was a lot of
talk that Snowsfest
was going to be
canceled, but 
we’re going 
to hold the event, 
no matter what.”

– Dana Torsky,
coordinator

“We usually will
have 12 people on
staff at this time 
of the winter. Right
now, we have two.”

– Karene Kerversky,
Cut River Inn

WATSON’S SHOE STORE
At the blinking light. Corner of Main & M-129, Pickford

Mon.- Sat. 8:30 - 5:30 
(906) 647-5255

SALE
NOW IN PROGRESS

January Clearance


