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Sent

or Takes the Floor for School Reading

To help promote reading among young people, State Senator Jason Allen reads to Gros Cap School
students Friday, March 16. Pictured here (back row, front to back) are Emily Goudreau, Aaron Welch,
Fred Lounsberry, Trevor Soblaskey (hidden), and parent Tim LaJoice. In front, sitting, is Joey
Colegrove. Standing on his kneesto get a good look at the book is Steve Seccia.

Michigan Politics

By George Weeks

Michigan's Role in U.S. Attorney Firings

Mistakes were made. And I'm
not happy about them.

— President George W.

Bush on U.S. attorney firings

Seldom has northern Michigan
had such a direct link to a raging
front burner issue on Capitol Hill
as it does to the bungled dumping
of eight federal prosecutors,
including one for the western half
of the Lower Peninsula and all of
the Upper Peninsula.

Michigan's western district,
until Friday directed by former
Cass County prosecutor Margaret
M. Chiara, is one of the most
unique among the 93 districts for
U.S. attorneys nationwide. It
ranks second in population, dis-
tance spanned, and miles of coast-
line with international shipping.

It is one of the few districts —
beyond those in such states as
Arizona with large tribal reserva-
tions — that have a wide span of
Native American lands under fed-
eral jurisdiction for legal issues.

Michigan's Western District,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Write in To Share Viewpoints on EUPISD Specia Ed. Millage

To the Editor:

What to do? What to do?

The recent announcement by
the Eastern Upper Peninsula
Intermediate  School District
(EUPISD) to seek a 0.75 mill
increase from property owners
(and, indirectly affecting property
renters, too) for the purpose of
increasing monies available for the
special education of our young-
sters for the next three years has
me in a quandary.

| read and hear about the
astounding increase of diagnosed
autism (some estimates forecast
one in 165 births) and, an aware-
ness of the specia learning diffi-
culties for individuals with ADD
and ADHD, cognitively and emo-
tionally impaired students, and all
sorts of other diagnoses which
demand suitable education tailored
to students' individual needs. And,
our school systems are tasked with
the awesome responsibility of
preparing all our young folks for
productive lives.

When | read, however, that
EUPISD ranks 56th of 57 similar
intermediate districts, |1 question
whether my priority toward these
young folks is mirrored by the
school districts.

The previous millage for spe-
cial education in the intermediate
school district is, effectively, 0.77
mill, so the passage of this new
mill request will represent an
amost 100 percent increase.

That might not be bad consider-
ing the spending rank; however,
how will those monies be spent?

I'll admit that if | walked into
my boss office to request
$4,050,000 over the next three

years (assuming a stable property
valuation), my supervisor would
reasonably want to know how |
intended to spend that amount, no
matter how worthy the project.

| have been taking to several
folks about how they feel about
this proposed millage; the anec-
dotal consensus response simply
is, "I don't know."

A lovely young mother and
wife briefly discussed voting last
weekend. If | could take the liber-
ty of paraphrasing, shefelt that she
did not vote because she felt unin-
formed.

Her husband had interjected to

vote the straight party ticket; and,
while that approach has its consid-
erations, this May 8 election is not
a partisan issue.

This great young couple is
blessed with being the loving par-
ents of a growing family and they
are property owners here in
Mackinac County. What if their
next child is diagnosed autistic? Or
with another learning challenge?
How would their beloved son or
daughter receive an appropriate
education locally?

At the end of our discussion,
she, who is not registered to vote,
and |, who jealoudly protect my

right to vote on almost every occa-
sion, were ironically united in not
knowing what to do.

So | write today and presume
the liberty to invite other moms
and dads and property owners and
neighbors to share in this column
of Letters to the Editor their past
experiences with the various
school districts, particularly if
their children were qualified for
special education considerations.
And, property owners, would this
three-year increase at this time be
appropriate for special education
uses, even as the specific uses

*Please turn to page 8

Peace Movement in N. Michigan Is Growing

To the Editor:

Another milestone has been
reached, the U.S. has been
involved in Iraq for four years
now. Peace seekers/anti-war
activists around the world have
been on the streets in protest over
this occupation of Irag.

The peace movement in
Northern Michigan is growing.
This Saturday, a peace movement
was born in St. Ignace, thanks to
Jm Ramelis and Mary Nichols.
Traverse City has a huge anti-war
movement. Our neighbors in
Petoskey and Charlevoix are
extremely vocal and active. Alpena
has a young peace movement as
well. This past Saturday, eight
peace activists gathered in front of
Cheboygan’s county building
armed with an assortment of peace
signs. We were greeted by many
people honking in response to our
“honk for peace” signs. The chill
of the morning brought about our
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early departure.

Tens of thousands gathered in
Washington D.C. over the week-
end. They held a candlelight vigil
Friday night and 220 or so of these
peaceful people were arrested.
Many were Christians representing
an assortment of churches. On
Saturday, they faced an angry pro-
war (anti-anti-war  activists)
crowd. Some of these were hig,
brutish men who pushed 60-year-
old women around for simply car-
rying a peace sign. There was a
large contingent of Iragi Veterans
Against the War leading the march
to the Pentagon.

Our Congress continues to
debate what should be done. This
is an important week, if you are
against the war, if you are ready to
see some action in bringing an end
to this quagmire; this is the week
you need to contact your congress-
man. Most people reading this
paper are in Bart Stupak’s district,
so he is the man to contact.
Personal visits to any one of his
seven offices are recommended.

As|l writethis, the latest casual-

ty count for our troopsis at 3,210.
Please take action to stop this
number from growing. The num-
ber of wounded is a more than
23,000. Did you know that about
one-third of al returning service-
men are facing mental health
issues? Did you know that since
this war began, 60,000 active duty
personnel have divorced? Have
you heard of the neglectful treat-
ment of some of our wounded?
How many more have to suffer to
“save face”? How many more
have to die before it will be"okay”
to say, “bring 'em home’? How
many more have to die for thiswar
of choice? These are not just num-
bers, these are precious sons,
daughters, husbands, wives, broth-
ers, and sisters. When will enough
be enough for those who support
thiswar?

| say, no more lives for George
Bush’'s war.

Karen Martin

Straits Area Concerned
Citizens for Peace and Justice
Cheboygan
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headquartered in Grand Rapids
with offices in Lansing and
Marquette, also is unique in lack-
ing a central dominating metro
area, as does Michigan's Eastern
District with Detroit.

U.S. attorneys serve at the
pleasure of the president — and
usually get replaced when a new
president takes office, as was the
case when Bill Clinton broomed
all 93 after he took office in 1993.

Clinton's choice for Michigan's
Western District was Traverse
City attorney Mike Dettmer, who
won high marks for his seven
years of public service.

Dettmer replaced Bush |
appointee John Smietanka, who
was retained many months into
the Clinton administration while
serving as a special prosecutor in
Chicago dispatching assorted
crooks to prison. He was the 1994
and 1998 Republican candidate
for Michigan attorney general.

In my chats with Dettmer and
Smietanka last week about what
Bush agrees was mishandling of
announcement of the prosecutor
firings, they declined comment on
the job performance of Chiara,
Michigan's first female U.S. attor-
ney.

But Democrat Dettmer and
Republican Smietanka agreed that
the administration's ever-shifting
public rationale for the firings
was, in Dettmer's words, "poorly
handled." He's right.

Indeed, Kyle Sampson, top
aide to Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales, resigned under fire over
the Justice Department's handling
of the firings and misleading
Congress about the process.

Dettmer and Smietanka served
through the second terms of their
presidents. Why was Chiara dis-
missed at the beginning of Bush
Il's second term?

According to the Associated
Press, she was cited by Sampson
in an e-mail to the White House
among "weak" prosecutors, an
ineffectual manager who "chafed
against administration initiatives"
— not among "loyal Bushies."

She told the Grand Rapids
Press. "I am considered a very
strong manager."

While U. S. attorneys are pres-
idential appointees, and agents of
carrying out Justice Department
initiatives, their role is not to be
presidential spear carriers.

Smietanka, in March 6 testimo-
ny before a House subcommittee,
said: "The position of United
States Attorney has aways been
and should continue to be a politi-
cal position, that is a 'policy' or
non-career appointment.”

He said, "It guarantees some
sensitivity for the district culture
and history of the people in the
district when making discre-
tionary legal decisions."

Dettmer puts it this way: while
U.S. attorneys are representatives
of the federal government, they
have an "understanding of the
local territory — basically a check
on the federal government.”

In short, not loyalists to the
appointing authority.

George Weeks retired last year
after 22 years as political colum-
nist for The Detroit News. His
weekly Michigan Palitics column
is syndicated by Superior
Features.

Park Commission Meeting March 28

The seven-member Mackinac Island State Park Commission will
meet Wednesday, March 28, at 1:30 p.m. in Lansing.

The commission was formed in 1895 and is responsible for all aspects
of managing Mackinac State Historic Parks, which includes Fort
Mackinac, Mackinac Island State Park, and several downtown museums
on Mackinac Island, and Colonia Michilimackinac, Historic Mill Creek,
and Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse in Mackinaw City.

The meeting will take place on the fifth floor boardroom of the
Michigan Historical Center and Library.
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