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Veterans Mark Memoria Day at County Courthouse

Soldiers and veterans assembled in front of the War
Veterans Memorid at the Mackinac County Courthouse
in observance of Memorial Day Monday, May 28,
where student Abigail Chambers sang the National
Anthem and Emily Springsteen sang “ ThisLand isYour
Land” to a solemn, respectful public.

Billie Clark of the Disabled American Veterans
served as master of ceremonies for the service, during
which the sacrifices and suffering of soldiers from the
Revolutionary War to the War in Iraq were acknow!-
edged.

Pastor Michael Lane of Glen Memoriad Baptist
Church spoke of the sacrifices of soldiers, called upon
survivors to learn from their endeavors, and asked lis-
teners to remember the sacrifice of Jesus.

Mike Lehto, a Vietham veteran, gave the keynote
speech. Mr. Lehto personalized the word “soldier,”
reminding listeners that fallen, wounded, and surviving
veterans include their “neighbors, sons, and cousins.”

Their sacrifices are an integral part of the continuing
qudity of lifein the United States, he added.

“The sounds of battle come down through the ages,”
he said, and so does the crying of wounded and dying
soldiers, and the mourning of family members who
have been informed that their loved oneswill not return.

Mr. Lehto read the death count and the number of
wounded in every American conflict since the
Revolutionary War, ending with details regarding the
number of Michigan soldiers killed in the current con-
flicts in Irag and Afghanistan. From Michigan, 26
between the ages of 19 and 20 have died in combat; 68
between the ages of 21 and 25; 26 between the ages of
26 and 30; 17 between the ages of 31 and 35; 13
between the ages of 36 and 40, and 10 soldiers age 41
and older.

A long line of veterans faced the public at the cere-
mony, but one chair remained empty, symbolizing
American prisoners of war.
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ans assemble to pay tribute at the War Memorial at the Mackinac County
Courthouse, on Memorial Day Monday, May 28. Pictured (from left) are U.S. Coast Guard Fireman
Samuel Wilson, Coast Guard Seaman Nick Trojanek, Operation Enduring Freedom veteran Pat Char go,
Gulf War veteran Tom Paquin, Vietham War veteran Rick Litzner, Korean War veteran Gary Olsen,
World War 11 veteran Marv Winkelman, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 5114 Quarter Master Gerry
Reilly, Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Chapter 93 Senior Vice Commander Christopher Stearns,
American Legion Post 62 Member Don McKinnon, U.S. Coast Guard Senior Chief Jeff Mallory,
Vietnam veteran Mike L ehto, Past DAV State Commander Billie Clark, St. Ignace Mayor Paul Grondin,
Glen Memorial Baptist Church Pastor Mike Lane, soloist Emily Springsteen, and World War 11 WAVE
veteran Shirley Bentgen. The empty chair at the far right symbolizes American prisoners of war.

At left: Members of the Law-
White Veterans of Foreign
Wars, American Legion, and
current serviceman Aaron
Bright bow their heads during
prayersat Memorial Day servic-
es at Cedar Cemetery in
Cedarville Monday, May 28. To
commemorate fallen service-
men, the veterans and Law-
White Ladies Auxiliary placed
wreaths, flags, and symbolic
flowers at memorials in
Cedarville and Pickford that
day.
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Ayden Ross of Pickford, 3,
shows his patriotic spirit at the
Cedarville Memorial Day serv-
ice Monday, May 28, at Cedar
Cemetery. He attended the
service with his mother, Amy
Fireck, to watch his grand-
mother, Christine Ross, presi-
dent of the Law-White Ladies
Auxiliary, participate in servic-
es. His father, Chad Fireck,
serves in the United States
Navy on the USS Princeton.
Both of his great-grandfathers
served in the United States mil-
itary, as well.

American Legion Post 323 (left)
addresses the crowd assembled
at Glen Gough Memorial Park
in Pickford Monday, May 28,
during Memorial Day obser-
vances there. The Law-White
Veterans of Foreign Wars and
Ladies Auxiliary, and Pickford
Middle and High School Band
also participated in the ceremo-
ny. “Once again we are assem-
bled to honor our glorious
dead,” Mr. Kennedy said. “A
thousand battles of land, sea,
and air echo their valiant
deeds.”
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Nokia 6085
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2-year agreement required
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nationwide anytime minutes

free nights & weekends
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