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West Nile Virus Threatens Bird Populations

Stuart Spencer (right) distributes life vests he donated t Cedarwlle Middle School sixth grade stu-

dents in May, following the students’ completion of a boating safety course at the school. (Photograph
courtesy of Les Cheneaux Community Schools)

Spencers Donate Life Jackets to Students

* Continued from page 19

of our safety campaign,” Mr.
Crockett said. “I think the Spencers
PFD donétion is the grestest thing
that was ever done for the boating
safety program here. These kids
have no excuse now not to use
them.”

Each year as the Spencers pres-
ent the life vests, Mr. Spencer tells
the students of his experiences, and
asks them to aways wear their life
vests on the water.

“We never want a child to drown
because he or she didn't have a
PFD,” Mr. Spencer said.

Using Life Vests, Flotation
Devices|sthe Law

As loca residents take to the
water this spring, summer, and fal,

the Depatment of Natural
Resourcesand Coast Guard offer the
following laws for using persona
flotation devices. When preparing to
go out on avessd, the operator must
check that the legally required
equipment ison board. All US Coast
Guard requirements must be met on
the Gresat Lakes.

*All vessels must be equipped
with a personal flotation device for
each person on board.

*The U.S. Coast Guard requires
that al vessls have a least one
Coast Guard-approved wearable
flotation device for each person,
such as a vest or full-deeved flota-
tion jacket. They must be the proper
sizefor each person on board. Sizing
for flotation devices is based on
body weight and chest size.

*Michigan law permits a vessdl
that is less than 16 feet long, or isa
canoe or kayak, to have either a
wearable or a throwable flotation
device for each person on board.
Throwable devicesincludeliferings
and buoyant, marine seat cushions.

*Michigan law requires al chil-
dren under six years of agetowear a
Coast Guard approved Type | or Il
PFD when riding on the open deck
of any vessd.

Each person riding on or towed
behind a personal watercraft must
wear a Coast Guard approved Type
[, 11, or 111 persona flotation device.
Inflatable devices are not allowed on
personal watercraft.

*All flotation devices must be in
good, serviceable condition and
must be readily accessible.

$2,500 Paid to Council Members for May

Total pay to members of the St.
Ignace City Council for attending
meetings and events during May
was $2,500.

Council members are paid $70
for regular meetings and $60 for
committee meetings or gatherings
at which the person is representing
the city.

The mayor receives $80 per
council meeting and $70 for any
other event at which the mayor is
representing the city.

Council held two regular meet-
ings during May, Monday, May 7,
and Monday, May 21.

RAEF Sponsors
Writing Contest

A creative writing competition
for Rudyard Middle School stu-
dents included participants
Amanda Baldwin, Ashlee Bonnee,
Katie Carr, Kayla Coffey, Rita
DeVoy, Hannah  Gravelle,
Brandon Mason, Caroline Neal,
llsa Salo, Cris Tolliver, and Alex
Traynor. The competition was
sponsored by the Rudyard Area
Education Fund.

First, second, and third places
for fiction went to llsa Salo, Alex
Traynor, and Katie Carr, respec-
tively. Amanda Baldwin was rec-
ognized for her poetry.

Each writer received a compli-
mentary copy of “Alive and Free
in the EUR” a book by Larry
Flanders, an Education Fund
board member. There were aso
cash awards for the winners in
prose and poetry categories.

Funding for the project was
provided by the sale of Mr.
Flanders' book.

Grind More. Hear Less.

Announcing the arrival of the world's most
advanced line of food waste disposers.

Evolution PRO Excel”

The ultimate in performance,

There are no rules to govern
what events are eligible for pay-
ment. Council meetings are held
twice monthly. Members attended
the following events and received
the following pay:

Mayor Paul Grondin

$580 - Council, May 7 and
May 21; Fort de Buade committee,
May 3; library committee, May 8;
Downtown Development
Authority, May 11; negotiating
committee, May 14 and May 21;
Planning Commission, May 23.

Meetings attended but received
no pay: Fort de Buade committee,
May 7; Chamber of Commerce,
May 9; Chamber of Commerce
dinner, May 17; presenting key to
the city to Mike Rowe of the
Discovery Channel, May 23;
Memorial Day ceremony, May 28.

Don Gustafson

$500 - Council, May 7 and
May 21; audit committee, May 2;
Fort de Buade committee, May 7;
Recreation Advisory Board, May
9; ambulance committee, May 10;
negotiating committee, May 14

and May 21.

Willie LaL onde

$440 - Council, May 7 and
May 21; Fort de Buade committee,
May 7; ambulance committee,
May 10; negotiating committee,
May 14; rea estate committee,
May 16; negotiating committee,
May 21.

Meetings attended but received
no pay: Fort de Buade committee,

May 3.
Susan Tamlyn-M assaway
$320 - Council, May 7 and

May 21; audit committee, May 2;
H.O.M.E., May 16; Planning
Commission, May 23.

Paul Fullerton

$260 - Council, May 7 and
May 21; audit committee, May 2;
Fort de Buade committee, May 7.

Merv Wyse

$200 - Council, May 7 and
May 21; rea estate committee,
May 16.

Tom Della-Moretta

$200 - Council, May 7 and
May 21; rea estate committee,
May 16.

Because you want it done right!
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Import or Domestic Repair

TRI-COUNTY MOTORS

(next to Post Office in Rudyard)
-59331

Car * Truck
SUV ¢ Mini Van

OPEN: Mon. - Thurs. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m

Mothing grinds more with less noise.

+ Jam-Sensor Circuit™

Evolution PRO Evoiutlon PRO

By Patricia Martin
Mackinac Island Town Crier

Every morning during the
spring, summer, and fall, | get up
not long after the sun rises (some-
times before), and walk up the
stairs behind my house up to the
East Bluff on Mackinac Island to
feed my horse. One of the wonder-
ful things about this practice is the
chance to hear the birds singing.
From cardinals to pileated wood-
peckers, from black-throated green
warblers to American crows, from
blue jays to wrens, they all have a
song, or at least make some kind of
noise.

The songs haven't always been
so prevalent. In the 1960s, people
began to notice a reduction in the
number of song hirds, as docu-
mented in Rachel Carson’s classic
book, “ Silent Spring,” publishedin
1962. It brought awareness to the
problems created by the misuse of
DDT and other pesticides.

DDT and other pesticides were
sprayed on Mackinac |sland begin-
ning after World War |1, and con-
tinuing into the 1960s, as a way to
control the fly and mosquito popu-
lations and, of course, it did more
than that. In Michigan it was also
used extensively in the 1950s to
control the beetlesthat carry Dutch
elm disease. The result was a
slaughter of American robins
through the contamination of the
earthworms that they eat, and par-
ticularly in predatory birds, athin-
ning of the eggshells, which
caused a decline in populations.
Amphibians were also greatly
affected by DDT. The use of DDT
was discontinued on Mackinac
Island in the 1960s, and in 1972,
DDT was amost totally banned in
the United States. It is still being
used in Africa and many Central
and South American countries,
among other places.

Since the DDT ban, bird popu-
lations have recovered to a large
extent in our area, and it's wonder-
ful to hear them singing again.

Pesticides are not the only
threat to hbird populations.

Recently anew threat has raised its
ugly head. It's West Nile virus. In
1999 West Nile, a mosqguito-borne
virus, first appeared in North
America in New York, quickly
spread across the country over the
next five years, and is now consid-
ered permanently established.
Many of us became aware of this
disease in relationship to our hors-
es. Over the last few years, many
horse owners have routinely vacci-
nated their horses against this
deadly disease. Besides affecting
horses, it aso can infect birds,
other animals, and people (thereis
no vaccine for humans). It's usual-
ly transmitted by the bite of amos-
quito.

Several years ago, peoplein our
area were asked to keep a lookout
for dead crows, a bird that seems
to be infected fairly commonly.
Dead birds were collected and
checked to see if they were killed
by the West Nile virus, to deter-
mine how far the disease had
spread. In 2003, which was the
worst year so far for West Nile, the
Centers for Disease Control
reported that more than 9,862 peo-
ple had become infected, and 264
of them had died. Last year, there
were 4,268 reported cases, and 177
people were killed by the disease.

Recently several studies have
come out on the effect of West Nile
on bird populations. According to
a paper published in the journa
Nature, West Nile virus has dra-
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matically reduced populations of
several common bird species,
including robins and chickadees.
In some regions, there has been a
population decline of almost 50%
in crows. Researchers from the
Consortium for Conservation
Medicine at the Wildlife Trust, a
New York-based research group,
examined the populations of 20
different species of birds. There
are between 300 to 400 other
species of birds on our continent
that were not included in the studly,
and it's not unreasonable to
assume they a so have been affect-
ed.

Researchers used 26 years of
data from North American
Breeding Bird Survey sites across
10 states to predict the size of pop-
ulations of common bird species.
They compared the predictions
with what was seen in the bird sur-
vey in the years after the arrival of
West Nile. Once the disease had
arrived in a region, they discov-
ered that there was a steep and
sometimes progressive decline in
populations of crows, robins,
chickadees, and Eastern bluebirds
(before the arrival of West Nile,
their populations had been increas-
ing). Population declines were also
seen in tufted titmice, house
wrens, and blue jays.

After the worst year for West
Nile virus so far, which was 2003,
13 of the 20 species studied hit a
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203 Townline Rd., St. Ignace

Call Anytime Mon. -
FREE ESTIMATE
906) 643-9348
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Top Soil » Sand « Gravel «
Backhoe « Dozer Work
Trucking « Septic System
Demolition « Lot Clearing
Art Huskey & Sons

Exc Av AT I N G Contractor for Over 30 Yrs.

Sun. for a

Homesites (complete) )

Your Complete Excavating

Our home improvement loans
revolve around you. If you want
tfo remodel your whole house,
add an extra bedroom, update
your kitchen then stop by First

National
today.

Bank of St.

lgnace

We will help improve the quaili-
ty of your home and the quality

of your life.

We're an equal housing lender.

It's all

Member
FDIC

about>/ OU

Open your account today by stopping
at one of our 7 local banking offices! FENOTR

Online banking is now available. Visit us online at www.fnbsi.com.

+ Stainless Steel Grind Components Essential C act The New
i ;2 hp Du_l:-l)rl\re' Inductions mator The ideal choice fora  Perfect fDr small househaolds Evol t p RO S .
+ Tear In-Home Warranty wide range of kitchens.  or restricted cabinet space. voiution eries
. The most innovative line of food
MultiGrind Plus” waste disposers we've ever created,
Technology the Evolution PRO Series disposers are
engineered to grind even the most
TSog.lndSeal Plus challenging foods. For complete details
echnology on all of the breakthrough features and
technologies, visit www.insinkerator.com.
Euolution PRO_Evoluion ln®erator
{ Septic Assis

Created SDEI:IfIEa”\f for
homes with septic systems.

The extra assurance of

covered operation. PLUMB'NG

Be&ltqﬂ & HEATING

115 ELLIOTT ST IGNACE - (906) 643-9595

2006 InSinkErstor,

wision of Emerson Electri

“We’re Right Here
at Home”

Branch Offices at:
NORTH BAY & MORAN TOWNSHIP, ST. IGNACE
CEDARVILLE « MACKINAC ISLAND
NAUBINWAY « NEWBERRY

Member FDIC

NATIONAL

132 N. State St. »
P.O. Box 187 -

4
i

h. (906) 643- 6800
St. Ignace, Ml 49781

ST. IGNACE

SUMMER HOURS
Moran Township West US-2
Branch will be
OPEN 8:30to 5 p.m.
Monday thru Friday
9:00 to Noon Saturday

Trust the Eastern Upper Peninsula’s
oldest community bank,
celebrating 119 years of

continuous service to the area.



