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Autos Across Mackinac: Bids Are Taken for Causeway Construction

*Continued from page 10

ferries carried nearly 4,500 cars, a
record for a non-holiday weekend.
With the increase in tourism, resort
and cabin operators rushed new
accommodations to completion and
hurriedly modernized older facili-
ties.

The state, meanwhile, rushed to
take bidsfor causeway construction.
Governor Van Wagoner, Com-
missioner Kennedy and most
Highway Department division
heads met with the Straits Bridge
Authority at St. Ignace in early
August, and mapped out final spec-
ifications for the bidding. The first
of two requests for bids was to be
published August 20. Part one of the
project would involve construction
of the 44-foot-wide, 12-foot-high
causeway, extending 4,000 feet out
into the Straits between Graham
Shoals and Green Idand. Officials
believed the causaway construction
would cost in the range of $1.7 mil-
lion. The second phase of construc-
tion, to be bid later, would be for
congtruction of the actual ferry dips
at theend of the causeway. That part
of the project was projected as being
till two years away. The conferees
also discussed the possibility of
building a bypass to route north-
bound traffic from the causeway
around St. Ignace. That project was
referred to engineers for further
study.

The bypass proposal immediate-
ly raised red flags for St. Ignace
business people. The Mackinac
County Board of Supervisors met
immediately and over the next two

drove guests carsto Mackinaw City so they would have a way home. The only snag was that too many
people took advantage of the invitation, and planners had to quickly “uninvited” some guests. Thelocal
Boy Scout color guard had to give up theride, but later got a private trip aboard when the Petoskey
sailed to the River Rouge shipyard. (Author's collection)

days discussed city plans to annex
part of Moran Township, where the
causaway would be built, into the
city. Moran Township protested the
plan and the supervisors tabled the
matter until later in the year, when
more information might be avail-
able.

As St. Ignace merchants contem-
plated what a bypass might do to

To sign up call
Fred Strich at
‘906—643—0063
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// 12th Annual Michigan State Police N\
Mackinac Project D.A_R.E. Golf Outing

August 4, 2007 9:00am shotgun start
Four Person Scramble
Maple Ridge Golf course
3459 US Highway 31
Brutus, Ml

$60.00 per person
$240.00 per team
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All proceeds go to the D.A.R.E. Program
in Mackinac County.
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‘02 Ford Focus Wagon #3254

‘01 Dodge Caravan ssa . .
‘99 Ford F-250 Work Truck «ises

‘00 Ford Explorer XLT #1304

~Many more to choose from~

~Stop in, call or shop online~
www.soomotors.com

~You won'’t be disappointed~
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If you don’t see what you’re
looking for New or Used, let us know
and we’ll find it for you!

We shop factory auctions
weekly for your used vehicle

with list! Any make/model.

SO0 MOTORS

“On Ridge by the International Bridge”

638 Ridge, Sault Ste. Marie, Mi
Toll Free: 1-800-520-9698 * 906-632-2278
Website: www.soomotors.com ¢ E-mail: soomotors@30below.com
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their community, the community
band, dressed smartly in their new
uniforms, performed an exchange
concert series with the band from
Cedarville, which came to St
Ignace to appear at the Nicolet
Hotel. Chester Wing looked into
providing “feeder” airline service to
Mackinac Idand from existing air-
line routes, and the output of
American arcraft factories in the
first six months of 1941 eclipsed the
entire 1940 output by over 1,000
planes.

The City of Munising's master,
Ben Houle, got eclipsed aswell. An
avid cribbage player, Houle was
leading a Friday night tournament
by 10 points and going home when
his opponent, Munising seaman
Willard L'Amiotte, laid down a per-
fect hand and counted out on him.
There was no word on what hap-
pened on their next watch together,
but cribbage was apparently becom-
ing an important pastime for many
ferry workers.

The St. Ignace City Council had
not tabled the causeway/by-pass
dilemma. To protect their mer-
chants “vital economic interests,”
the council adopted a daring plan to
purchase both the ferry docks in
town and the site of the causeway
from the State Highway De-
partment. Councilmen admitted
State Street had become too crowd-
ed, and that the bypass would
relieve the congestion to the detri-
ment of downtown businesses. To
thwart the bypass, the council
offered to widen State Street and
pay to build the causeway and new
docks from city funds. That money
would be derived from revenue
bonds sold on both old and new

ferry docks and causeway, which
would then be leased back to the
Highway Department. The council-
men hoped the lease revenues
would repay the initial investment
for purchase and construction.

City businessmen enthusiastical-
ly endorsed the proposal, and in a
Republican-News editoria entitled,
“At the Crossroads,” the editor also
backed the plan, saying, “It is a
good plan and a progressive means
of solving our problem and securing
our position asthe northern termina
of al Straits traffic.” Mayor
Glashaw appointed a “traffic com-
mittee” of five loca businessmen to
confer with the state on the propos-
al, and state officials agreed to con-
Sider the matter. The officials aso
continued with their plans to open
causeway construction bids August
20.

In the Cheboygan Observer, Al
Weber wrote, “While this [bridge
and causeway] development is tak-
ing place, it will throw into St
Ignace millions of dollars for sup-
plies and labor, al of which will
make our neighboring city a very
busy center for a least a five year
period. But after that work is all
done, the causeway completed, and
the bridge built and in use, what will
happen to St. Ignace? Will it have
grown out to meet the proposed new
terminus or will it cling to its old
environs and attempt to bring this
new artery of travel into town
instead of having them pass the
town? ... The question persists: Will
the proposed Straits bridge con-
tribute to northern Michigan mag-
netism as does the ferries? ... To
most summer visitors that hour on
the boat is one of the shortest hours

<} Raber Bay

BASKETS - DINNERS - ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT

Bar ‘N’ Restaurant
Open at 11 a.m. 7 days a week

(906) 297-5701

Hop Out For Some
Great Legs

We have air conditioning too!

ALL DAY
EVERYDAY
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Extra High-Etficlency
90+ Gas Furnace

High-Efficiency
80+ Gas Furnace

WHEN IT COMES T0 FURNAGES,
ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL.

Ultra-Efflclent
93+ Gas Furnace

Just as houses come in all sizes, so
do furnaces. Therefore, it's important
to know exactly how much furnace
you need to maximize your comfort
and return on investment. We carry a
full line of Philco furnaces with effi-
ciencies ranging from 80% to 93%.
And, we’ll help you select the one
that’s just right for your home. Give
us a call today, and enjoy the best in
home comfort from Philco.

N

PHILCO &3

Heating and Cooling Products

NORDYNE

115 Elllott, 5t. Iy

“Trademark Philco used under license,

Belorngea

PLUMBING & HEATING

Open Monday - Friday & a.m. to 5 p.m.

nace * (306) 643-0505

of their whole trip. It is a new,
thrilling and lovely experience.”

For some Michigan ferry riders,
that experience ended that summer.
The Blue Water Bridge at Port
Huron had been completed for sev-
era years, and with bus service for
pedestrians finally in place,
Michigan discontinued the passen-
ger ferry service it had provided.
The ferries the Highway De
partment operated there were no
longer needed, and in mid-August,
two boats, the City of Sarnia and the
former Straits ferry Ariel were sold
at auction. The ships were both sold
to the Refining Metal Company of
Detroit, which intended to scrap
them for their available metal. The
Ariel was sold by Michigan for a
final time, for abid of $70,000.

The bids for causeway construc-
tion came in below the dtate's edti-
mates, a $616,000 for the rockwork
and another $700,000 estimated for
building the docks later. Johnson
and Greene of Whitmore Lake beat
out Alpine Excavating Company of
St. Ignace, which bid in conjunction
with the Meagher firm, aready
dredging near the ferry docks. The
winning bid was $100,000 lower
than the next lowest, and the
Highway Department moved to

144,000 tons more of rock in vari-
ous sizes for fill and other uses.
None of the regiona quarries was
cutting stone in the larger sizes the
project needed, and some rock
might have to be imported from
Indiana. But most people felt that if
someone ordered it, at least one of
the quarries would probably try to
provide the material.

Rock or not, the Army Corps of
Engineers abruptly delayed the start
of causeway construction, announc-
ing public hearingswould beheld in
late September. Nearly two dozen
potentially “interested parties’ and
the public were invited to express
views on the location and the suit-
ability of the state's plans, as they
might affect navigation. The
Highway Department waited to start
construction, but property acquisi-
tion continued anyway.

In late Augudt, the St. Ignace
traffic committee met with Highway
Commissioner Kennedy and his
department heads in Cadillac to out-
line the city's $2.4 million harbor
and causeway purchase ded. The
department didn't turn down the
proposal, but it didn't accept it,
either. Kennedy assured the com-
mittee he would consider their plan,
and further said his department was

Seventeen-year-old Shirley Lou Walker

award contracts and get the work
started as quickly as possible, in the
hope the causeway could be com-
pleted before the end of the 1942
tourist season. Right-of-way buyers
had already begun contacting prop-
ety owners a the ste, and the
department made plans to buy up to
a square mile of land, giving the
agency virtually all developmental
control of the soon-to-be gateway to
the Upper Peninsula.

There was one problem. More
than 81,000 tons of giant 10-ton
stones would be needed to face the
sides of the causeway, in addition to
8,200 tons of 5-ton stones, and

was chosen as
“Sweetheart of Michigan State Ferries’ and photographed by a pho-
tographer from the Saturday Evening Post, before representing the
ferries at the “Great Lakes Sailors Sweetheart” competition. She
would later marry a state ferry engineer. Shirley Walker Bentgen
il livesin St. I gnace today. (Photograph courtesy of Shirley Bentgen)

not presently contemplating a
bypass highway.

Ultimately, the  Highway
Department rejected St. Ignace's
offer to buy the ferry docks and
build the causeway. Deputy
Commissioner L. B. Reid told the
city council his preliminary investi-
gations showed that plans for arev-
enue bond issue just weren't feas-
ble.

“1 really believe the 250 miles
between historic St. Ignace and
Lansing are responsible for the dis-
cussion which has developed over
this causeway project,” Reid said.
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