
Christopher Bradford, grandson
of Joan and the late Clyde “Bo”
Bradford of Moran,recently was
graduated from De Vry’s Keller
Graduate School of Management
in Chicago, with a master’s degree
in Business Administration with

an accounting emphasis. 
Mr. Bradford has accepted a

senior accountant position in
Battle Creek with the U.S.
Department of Defense – Defense
Logistics Agency. He will be
responsible for asset management,
financial statement presentation
and analysis, and other accounting
functions.

By Paul Gingras
Film maker Michael Moore

wears a “Java Joe’s” restaurant hat
in one scene of his new movie,
“Sicko,” highlighting his interest in
the Straits of Mackinac and his
friendship with Joe and Sandy
Durm of St. Ignace. 

Mr. Moore became friends with
the Durms when celebrating his
birthday in the area four years ago. 

Celebrating his birthday in the
Straits area, complete with Sunday
breakfast at Java Joe’s, has become
a tradition for Mr. Moore, who is
known for his politically charged
documentaries such as “Roger and
Me” and “Fahrenheit 9/11,” which
reference Michigan and focus on
corporate and governmental irre-
sponsibility.

Mr. Durm is impressed that
Roger Moore thought to include the
plug for the St. Ignace restaurant in
“Sicko.” There is a similar reference
in the movie to the University of
Michigan, where Mr. Moore went
to school, Mr. Durm said. 

A former Mackinac County

Democratic Party chairman, Mr.
Durm has hosted meals at his
restaurant for the Antrim County
Democratic Party, through which he
met Mr. Moore. Two years ago, Mr.
Durm gave him the hat that appears
in “Sicko,” a film that compares
health care in the United States to
other industrial nations.

The movie points out that mil-
lions of Americans lack health care
coverage and that the federal gov-
ernment has resisted reforming the
health care system.

The Durms attended the premier
of the film in Bellaire Saturday,
June 16, which Mr. Moore hosted as
a fundraiser for the Antrim County
Democratic Party.

St. Ignace City Police Officer
Ryan Diehl returned to the
department after a one-year hia-
tus, having participated in a
United Nations police training
program in Kosovo. 

With his return, Officer Bruce
Bigger plans to retire from the
department in August.

Officer Diehl returned to work
Thursday, June 21.

The department staff includes
officers Diehl and Bigger, Police
Chief Tim Matelski, and officers
Mark Wilk, Tom Tarnutzer, and
Allan Mitchell. Lori Strich is the
department secretary and Nick
Pavloski is the meter officer.

including inventory for the build-
ings two gift shops (a storefront
resale shop and a museum store),
but not the museum collection.

The city would be responsible
for the loan payments to First
National Bank if the tribe stops its
$118,000 annual payments. In that
event, said Mr. Brown, St. Ignace
would likely call for a tax levy, but
“I don’t think we need to worry
about that at all.”

Tribal board member Keith
Massaway assured Council that the
tribe will honor its funding agree-
ment.

“We’ve entered into a contract
and we’ve never backed out of one
yet,” he said. “We just completed a
10-year agreement with the city to
fund the construction and opera-
tion of the Little Bear East recre-
ation facility. I don’t think you
have anything to worry about.”

The next agreement will be
with the Michilimackinac
Historical Society, to make the
local nonprofit organization the
operator of the museum and its
shops.

The Michilimackinac Historical
Society promoted the efforts to
keep Dr. Benson’s collection in St.
Ignace. Mrs. Benson had told the
group that she and her husband
wanted it to remain here, but she
planned to sell it at auction if she
could not find a way to do that.

The society intends to reopen
the museum as soon as it can, how-
ever, the building will first need
some interior work to meet certain
fire safety codes, City Manager
Eric Dodson told The St. Ignace

News. Electrical wiring will have
to be upgraded and new fire exit
doors will have to be installed, for
example.

An environmental assessment
of the property, which used to be
the site of Wing’s Garage, was
conducted by Mackinac Envir-
onmental in St. Ignace and the
property has been cleared.

Historical Society President
Judy Engle said she intends to
open the museum from noon to 8
p.m. each day throughout the sum-
mer.

She is continuing to establish an
arts and culture center where peo-
ple can learn about the area’s histo-
ry and family genealogy.

“I’m ready to open,” said Ms.
Engle excitedly.

The museum has been closed
since spring, which is when a lease
the historical society had with the
Benson family expired.

Water Tank Repairs
With one more coat of paint and

completion of the instrumentation
system, the city will be able to fill
the Evergreen Shores water tank
with water, in about a week,
Department of Public Works
Director Les Therrian told The St.
Ignace News. The empty tower
cracked in a February blizzard and
has been undergoing structural
repairs.

Mr. Dodson told Council
Monday that Pittsburgh Tank &
Tower (PT&T), the company hired
to install a 26-foot stem extension
last summer, did not follow project
plans and that workers also failed
to tighten the bolts to the new sec-

tion, which allowed the tower to
rock back and forth and weaken
the older steel section of the tower
during the storm.

The water tank is used as a
back-up system for the city and St.
Ignace Township, which includes
the tribe’s Kewadin Casino and
Hotel.

Council directed Mr. Dodson to
pursue a 5- to 10-year warranty on
the repairs with PT&T, considering
the initial stem extension project
failed and concerns about the safe-
ty of the water tank will more than
likely linger, especially with resi-
dents who live near it.

The city’s initial warranty was
for two years.

Resident Argues City’s
Readiness to Serve Charges

St. Ignace resident and property
owner Don Lawson continued his
challenge against Council on its
readiness-to-serve utilities
charges, demanding to see proof
that the city has been in contact
with the federal government on his
request to lift readiness-to-serve
charges for water from his three
lots. 

He has argued that he is not
using water or sewer on any of the
properties and, therefore, should
not be charged for the services,
which he said amounts to $200 a
month.

“I’m not happy,” he said. “I
think the city’s collection of prop-
erty tax and what it collects with
its water rate is unreal. I’m getting
by, but it’s truly difficult to keep

putting out chunks of money and
not getting anything for return.”

Several council members point-
ed out that providing water and
sewer services to residents is cost-
ly and the readiness to serve charge
is required by the bond holders to
insure the city can repay the bonds
it sold to build the system.

“I’m going to carry this to the
full limit,” Mr. Lawson threatened
Council. “The next time I see you I
will likely be with my attorney or
in court with you.”

Mr. Dodson said he will provide
Mr. Lawson with proof that he has
been in contact with the federal
government about Mr. Lawson’s
request.

Zoning Amendments
Council was introduced to lan-

guage changes to its zoning ordi-
nance that were recommended for
approval by the city’s Planning
Commission. Council approved
the introduction by Mr. Dodson
without discussion. They pertained
to variance time limits and housing
density.

The amendments will be voted
on by Council at its next regular
meeting August 6.

Councilman Willie LaLonde
was assured that the dilapidated
benches at the city’s park at Dock
Three will be replaced with new
ones. 

Light fixtures at the park will
also be replaced with sturdier ones
and the shrubs that run along the
fence that outlines the city’s park
will be trimmed, as well.
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Artist of the Week
at the Les Cheneaux Historical Museum in Cedarville

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25

Noon to 3 p.m.

Elda Nye and Jeri Griffin

Basket-Making

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18

Noon to 3 p.m.

Kate Otstot

Bead-Making
Sponsored in part by a grant
from Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs.

Linda and Charlie use our ATM’s
because they’re conveniently
located where they shop. 

Sherry uses our MasterMoney
DEBIT CARDS because she can get
in and out fast at the gas station. 

Gary writes a CHECK for pet sup-
plies for Bob – Bob’s his dog. 

Mike whips out his CREDIT CARD
when he needs  motorcycle parts.

Whether for convenience,
speed, habit or need, 

YOU can enjoy any of the servic-
es we offer because we’re local.
We’re your neighbors. No matter
who YOU are or what YOU do with
us, It’s all about YOU.

It’s your choiceIt’s your choice

Open your account today by stopping 
at one of our 7 local banking offices!

Member FDIC

132 N. State St. • Ph. (906) 643-6800
P.O. Box 187  •  St. Ignace, MI 49781

“We’re Right Here 
at Home”

Branch Offices at:
NORTH BAY & MORAN TOWNSHIP, ST. IGNACE

CEDARVILLE • MACKINAC ISLAND 
NAUBINWAY • NEWBERRY

Member FDIC

Trust the Eastern Upper Peninsula’s 
oldest community bank, 
celebrating 119 years of 

continuous service to the area.

Online banking is now available. 
Visit us online at www.fnbsi.com.

Jewelry

The
GOLD MINE

280 N. State St., St. Ignace • (906) 643-7001
www.goldminegems.com • Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.

City Park (By The State Garage) in St. Ignace

Saturday, July 28th

11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Please Bring A Dish To Pass • B.Y.O.D.
Hot Dogs & Hamburgers Provided

K A R A O K E
More Info Call 643-9851 or 643-6752

GRONDIN FAMILY REUNION

Agreement To Be Finalized When City Is Sole Owner of Artifacts
*Continued from page 1

Micah and Lindsay (nee Lamb) Brindley of Sault Ste. Marie are the
parents of a son, Isaac David Brindley, born June 26, 2007, at Northern
Michigan Hospital in Petoskey. He weighed 6 pounds, 1 ounce at birth.

Grandparents are Dennis and Ruth Ann Brindley of Sault Ste. Marie
and Matthew and Alison Lamb of York, Pennsylvania. Great-grandpar-
ents are Irene Brindley of Ohio, Harlan and Ruth Lamb of Pickford,
and John and Audrey McDonald of Pickford.

Paul and Yvonne (nee Izzard) McConkey of Pickford are the parents
of a son, Owen Riley McConkey, born June 15, 2007, at War Memorial
Hospital in Sault Ste. Marie. He weighed 7 pounds, 13 ounces at birth
and measured 19-1/2 inches long. He joins his sisters, Sophie, 7, and
Hannah, 4, at home.

Grandparents are Geraldine Izzard of Cedarville and Richard and
Kathleen McConkey of Pickford. Great-grandmother is Bertha
McConkey of Pickford.

Peter and Paulette (nee McDonald) Sporte of Shreveport, Louisiana,
are the parents of a son, Colton Forbes, born July 10, 2007. He weighed
7 pounds, 3 ounces at birth.

Grandparents are Douglas and Laurie Sporte of Grand Rapids and
Forbes McDonald of Dafter. Great-grandparents are John and Audrey
McDonald of Pickford.

Births
Isaac Brindley

Owen McConkey

Colton Sporte

New Michael Moore Film Gives
Nod to Durms of St. Ignace

Filmmaker Michael Moore (left) poses with Joe and Sandy Durm
of St. Ignace at Lulu’s Restaurant in Bellaire Saturday, June 16,
prior to the premiere of Mr. Moore’s newest film, “Sicko,” which the
Durms attended.

Diehl Returns
to City Police 

Bradford Earns Master’s Degree

Caitlin Rukat of Canton
holds an 11-pound, 31-inch pike
she caught on Brevort Lake
Tuesday, July 3, while fishing
with her uncle, Wes Harland of
New Hudson, and her father,
Kevin Rukat. She was accompa-
nied by her brother, Justin, on a
trip to visit their grandparents,
Barb and Phil Rukat of Moran.

Rukat Takes
11-pound Pike


