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A Day in the Life of the Mackinac Bridge

Mackinac briage: 195/ to 200/

Bridge Crews Operate Around the Clock

*Continued from page 2

him from the bridge deck, and
when the sanding is completed
later in the day, Mr. Goetz will
climb into the protective suit and
sky climber and begin priming
and painting in the bridge's tra-
ditional ivory color.

On the opposite side of the
bridge deck and near the south
tower, another maintenance
project isunderway. Todd Mayer
and Larry Antkoviack look like
Spacemen, too, as they sand the
steel piperail onthe outside edge
of the roadway. The rail serves
as a bumper for vehicles, and it,
too, will be primed and painted.

When the time comesto paint
the cables, the painters will wear
gloves that they dip in paint.
Wiping the cable with a paint-
soaked glove alows the paint to
soak between the cable wires.

Cables used to be painted by a
man standing in a barrel, Mr.
Sweeney said. The barrel would
betilted asthe painter leaned out
to paint the cables.

Charlie Harrington is the pot
tender this day, regulating the
sand and air pressure at the
equipment truck for the sand-
blasting.

Plywood is set up between
the pipe rail and the catwalk to
protect the outer green painted
areas from the sanding. To get
the rail completely sanded, the
two men work in unusual posi-
tions. To remove rust under-
neath, they lie down on the road.
Removing rust on the water side
of the pipe rail requires they
bend at the waist with their
heads upside-down.

Sanding also requires arm
strength to control 120 pounds of

pressure in the sanding hoses.

“That's a physically demand-
ing job, right there” said Mr.
Visnaw, “if you do that 10 hours
aday, or even for eight hours.”

On this day, the men will
work 10 hours.

“When we have good westh-
er and low traffic, we put in the
hours,” noted Mr. Johnson.

Before he begins suiting, Mr.
Mayer preparesfor the strenuous
work by stretching his leg mus-
cles. He uses techniques similar

*Please turn to page 4

At right: Steve Campbell
(left) and Stanley Wekwert,
on the Mackinac Bridge
deck, assist crew member
Greg Goetz, whoisin the spi-
der climber and preparing to
paint the north face of the
north tower.
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HAPry 50TH BIRTHDAY MACKINAC BRIDGE

Sale!

for Two_Weeks Only

Sale!

Sale!

WE ARE SWAMPED WITH A-1 USED CARS AND TRUCKS
EVERY A-1 USED CAR AND TRUCK WILL BE SOLD AT
WHOLESALE N. A. D. A. BOOK PRICE %
" NLACDLA, N. A.D. A.
Book Book
Av. Retail Av. Wholesale
1956 PLYMOUTH V-8 tudor station wagon SALE PRICE
auvtomatic transmission, heater, turrsignals ....$214Q.00 $1745.00
1955 FORD V-8 fordor station wagon,
automatic transmission, heater, radio, '
turn signals, tinted glass ........ T £1800.00 $1425.00
1955 CHEVROLET 210 fordor, V-8, power-
glide, radio, heater, turn signals ..............__. . $1520.00 $£1175.00
1955 CHEVROLET 2-ton pick-up, 2nd series
model 3200, heater, turn signals .............. ... $1190.00 $ 893.00
1954 CHEVROLET, 210 fordor, powerglide,
heater, turn signals ... ... ... $1145.00 $ 810.00
1954 FORD V-8 Crestline fordor, overdrive
radio, heater, turn signals ... . $1220.00 $ 905.00
1954 FORD V-8 Crestline Skyliner Victoria,
radio, heater, furn signals .......... .. ... . $1255.00 $ 955.00
" 1954 DODGE station wagon fudor, overdr:ve,
radio, heater, turn signals ... .. ... ........$1160.00 $ 865.00
1954 FORD V-8 Customline fordor, ('Jverdnve,
radio, heater, turn signals ... $1120.00 % 825.00
1953 FORD V-8 Victoria, overdrive, radio, :
heater, turn signals ... $1075.00 $ 800.00
1953 FORD fordor, 9 passenger V-8 station
wagon, ford-o-matic, radio, heater turn signals $1145.00 $ 875.00
1953 PLYMOUTH fordor, radio, heater,
turn signals $ 675.00 $ 495.00
1953 FORD V-8 sedan delivery, radio, heater, ’
furn signals . . $ 905.00 $ 679.00
1953 FORD V-8 Va-ton pick-up, heater,
new painf job ... $ 725.00 $ 544.00
TRADE NOW FOR THE BIGGEST BARGAINS EVER OFFERED IN THIS AREA!
BONUS--—WE WILL THROW IN 1957 LICENSE ON THE FIRST 5 CARS SOLD

West US-2

MACKINAC SALES

ST. IGNACE, MICH.
Showroom Open Until 8:00 p. m.

This was an actual advertisement that ran in the Republican News 50 years ago.

THE CARS & PRICES MAY HAVE CHANGED BUT
THE GREAT DEALS STILL CONTINUE!

Mackinac

Sales

West U.S. 2
St. Ignace

Mon. - Fri.
8 am. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 8a.m. - 12 p.m.
(906) 643-8040

Toll Free

1-877-562-7249 Www.mackinacford.com

Telephone 460

Check Out Many Other
Great Vebicles on
Our Website:
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HaprprYy 50™
ANNIVERSARY
MACKINAC BRIDGE

LICENSED
Betoregqar — -romn
PLUMBING &HEATING * Heating

* Cooling Contractor
115 Elliot Street

St. Ignace

(906) 643-9595
Monday - Friday 8 to 5

More than 60 years
combined experience

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

Master Plumber
License #6078

Happy 50" Mackinac Bridge!
\_.__"_‘ -
Mackinac
Memories

Just in time
for the
50th Anniversary
of the
Mackinac Bridge

Mackinac Bridge
Earrings

Gold plate or

- : rhodium plate.
Somewhere in Time
Gallery
bﬁ

§0™ ANNIVERSARY SALE!

Ends July 31*
Save 20-50% off Selected Jewelry and Gifts

W The

GOLD MINE

Jewelry ,g9 N, state St., St. Ignace - (906) 643-7001
www.goldminegems.com + Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Happy 50 Mackinac Bridge!

(shown actual size)
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