
Steve Benko are in the office for
less than 30 minutes when they
receive two escort calls. 

Ms. Bielat attends Western
Michigan University and is
spending her sixth season at the
bridge. She answers a call to
escort a cargo truck carrying
paint across the bridge. The truck
is waiting in Mackinaw City.
Once across the bridge, she sig-
nals to the driver as she follows
with flashing lights. The escort
serves to alert other drivers.
While crossing the bridge, a sec-
ond call comes over the radio for

a wide load escort. Wide load
crossings are made by appoint-
ment, are not allowed to cross on
weekends, and only after 6 p.m.
during the week.

Ms. Doud and Mr. Benko will
lead and follow the transport
across in separate vehicles. 

The bridge staff also will
assist people across the bridge by
driving for them, and will trans-
port bicyclists and pedestrians.

“We try to be as accommodat-
ing as we can for each other and
for our customers,” said Ms.
Doud, who has worked at the
bridge for 21 years. Over that

period, the most
driver assists she has
had is 15 during one
shift.

The strangest
driver assist experi-
ence, she said, was
driving a woman
who was moving.
Inside the car, in
cages, were the
woman’s 58 pet rats.

They also assist
with vehicle break-
downs, Mr. Benko
said.

“We’ve got to
keep the bridge
clear,” he said. “Our
main job is on the
bridge deck.”

The crew also
performs security
checks and prepares
maintenance vehicles
for the next day by
checking the oil and
filling gas tanks.

“I can drive the
bridge 40 times a
night, for one reason
or another,” said Mr. Benko.

Ms. Bielat agrees. 
“That’s what I like about this

job,” she said. “You have an idea
of what you’re going to do for
the day and then you take it as it
comes.”

Third shift Supervisor Dan
O’Brien arrives 30 minutes
before the midnight shift begins
for preparation work for the night
staff. With traffic not expected to
increase for the season until
Thursday, one toll booth in each
direction will be open.

“We have our nights where
we say it’s busy,” he said, “but
not compared to days.” 

Mr. O’Brien, who has worked
at the bridge since 1994, is sta-
tioned in the operations room just
east of the toll booths. The room
contains computers and bridge
camera monitors and offers a
direct view of the bridge, toll
booths, and vehicles approaching
the booths from the north.

Scott Kinjorski, an employee
since 1998, provides security
patrols, covers for breaks taken
by toll collectors, and helps with
driver assists and escorts.

Security patrol includes
checking bridge signage along
US-2 and I-75 near St. Ignace
and Mackinaw City. The signs
alert motorists to bridge condi-
tions. He patrols Bridge View
Park and the bridge. Bridge View
Park remains open to vehicles all
night, although the building is
locked. Mr. Kinjorski sometimes
has to remind campers they can-
not spend the night in the parking
lot.

He patrols north and south
areas of the bridge, including the
bridge deck.

On this night, with tempera-
tures still in the 70s, the fish flies
are hatching. They are food for
seagulls. As the flies are drawn to
the bridge lights, so are the seag-
ulls seeking a meal. As the patrol
car enters the causeway, Mr.
Kinjorski slows down as the sea-
gulls take flight, heading in all
directions, narrowly avoiding the
patrol car.

For those few cars crossing
the bridge, a stop at the toll booth
serves as a chance to query toll
collector Tracey Campbell on the
reason for the number of sea-
gulls.

“There’s always something
going on that they ask about,”
she said, “it just depends on the
time of year it is.”

Mrs. Campbell has worked
at the bridge for nine years and
calls herself a night person.
Winter weather doesn’t bother
her, although mosquitos do. On
this night, she keeps the lights
down on the inside of her toll
booth to deter the bugs.

“I’d rather be here in the
wintertime,” she said. “Winter
does not bother me as long as
the heater works, and we have
good heaters.”

Throughout this day on the
Mackinac Bridge, 13,272 vehi-
cles safely crossed the struc-
ture. Of those, 6,621 vehicles
traveled from the Upper
Peninsula to the Lower
Peninsula and 6,651 traveled
north. One driver from the
north was assisted across the
span, and 34 escorts were pro-
vided by the MBA staff.
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Happy 50 th

‘Mighty Mac’

Daily Dining Specials

Breakfast • Jumbo Crabs Legs • Lobster • 
Prime Steak • Great Lakes Fish • Pizza & Pasta

BAR • GRILLE & RISTORANTE

Located in the LAKE VIEW HOTEL 
Main Street, Mackinac Island 906-847-0270

Land Clearing ~ Site Preparation
Foundation Excavation

Septic Tanks • Systems • Drain Fields
Water & Sewer Installations________________________________

COMMERICAL SNOWPLOWING________________________________
115 Elliott Street • St. Ignace • 906-643-9595

CONGRATULATIONS

ON YOUR 50TH

ANNIVERSARY

MACKINAC BRIDGE

SOO MOTORS
“On Ridge by the International Bridge”

638 Ridge, Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Toll Free: 1-800-520-9698 • 906-632-2278

Website: www.soomotors.com • E-mail: soomotors@30below.com
Open 8 to 5:30 Mon.-Fri. • Sat. 9 a.m. to Noon

Your Eastern U.P.’s A, X and Z Plan Headquarters

We shop factory auctions 
weekly for your used vehicle 
with list! Any make/model.

If you don’t see what you’re
looking for New or Used, let us
know and we’ll find it for you!

~Stop in, call or shop online~
www.soomotors.com

~You won’t be disappointed~

Happy 50th 

Anniversary
MACKINAC BRIDGE!

Fireworks Cruise
July 28th

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary

of the “Mighty Mac”

DEPARTING:
• ST. IGNACE 9:00 PM

• MACKINAW CITY 9:00 PM
• MACKINAC ISLAND 9:30 PM

• SOFT DRINKS AND SNACKS AVAILABLE

• THREE DECKS TO OBSERVE THE VIEWS

• RESTROOMS ONBOARD

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED
STAR LINE MACKINAC ISLAND FERRY

CALL 1-800-638-9892

ADULTS $15.00 EACH
CHILDREN (5-12) $7.00 EACH

WILL DEPART AS SCHEDULED
UNLESS PROHIBITED DUE TO WEATHER

A Day in the Life of the Mackinac Bridge

One Day’s Stats: 13,272 Cross Span, One Driver Assisted, 34 Escorts Provided

From the operations room, Dan
O’Brien, third shift supervisor, begins
work at 11:30 p.m. He monitors bridge
cameras and computers and watches
traffic approaching the toll plaza.

*Continued from page 12

Scott Kinjorski performs
nighttime security patrols on
the bridge and other
Mackinac Bridge Authority
property.


