
Grondin, Mackinaw City Village
President Robert Heilman, and
Mackinac Island Mayor Margaret
Doud. Also appearing were hon-
orary committee members William
Cochran, the only living member of
the Mackinac Bridge Authority
from 1957, Prentiss M. Brown, Jr.
and Larry Rubin, the first executive
secretary of the Authority.Don and
Carl Andress led the parade on
horseback, dressed in Native
American regalia, and marching
bands from St. Ignace, Mackinaw
City, Indian River, Traverse City,
Holland, and Boyne City joined the
festivities, as did Fort Mich-
ilimackinac soldiers, the Wheelmen
vintage bicyclists, Shriners, Portage
Players puppets from Curtis, wood-
en boats from the Les Cheneaux
Islands, St. Ignace Fire Department
clowns, Mackinac Island cheerlead-
ers, and the Cedarville boys basket-
ball state championship team.

From Friday through Sunday,
5,442 more vehicles crossed the
bridge than over the same period
last year, about an 8.5% increase,
said Bob Sweeney, executive secre-

tary for the Mackinac Bridge
Authority (MBA). The greatest
number of travelers were on Friday,
and over the three-day period,
69,510 crossed Mighty Mac, com-
pared to 64,068 vehicles in 2006.

Crowds gathered along beaches
on both the north and south shores
of the Straits to view evening fire-
works, which burst above the road
at both sides. The normally quiet
Boulevard Drive in St. Ignace was
lined with vehicles, which honked
horns in approval of each favorite
fireworks shot from the MBA prop-
erty just east of the bridge. From
Straits State Park to Lakeside
Cemetery and all the way to the
point, people filled the shoreline.

Bridge traffic was halted during
the fireworks displays, as it was for
the jet fly-over at 10:30 that morn-
ing.

Mackinac Island sent its own
fireworks salute, which ended just
as the twin Mackinac Bridge dis-
plays began.

Mackinaw City, Mackinac
Island, and St. Ignace reported
heavy visitor traffic over the week-
end.

“I saw ‘sorry’ and ‘no vacancy’
signs everywhere I went,” said
Lynne Piippo, executive director of
the St. Ignace Visitors Bureau.

Of the bridge celebration,
Cheryl Schlehuber, St. Ignace
Chamber of Commerce board pres-
ident, said, “I live here, and I got
chills. It was better than you could
possibly imagine. What a great trib-
ute to the visionaries who brought it
here, to the ironworkers who built
it, to the crews that maintain it, and
the people who cross it.”

“Anyone who was here for the
weekend, how could they not want
to come back?” Mrs. Schlehuber
asked.

Eileen Evers, administrative
assistant at the Chamber, agreed.

“The weather was gorgeous and
people were ready for a good time,”
she said. “I think we gave it to
them.”

Approximately 30 volunteers
helped with parade details in St.
Ignace Saturday, she said, and 40
additional volunteers worked at the
marina for the city’s inaugural Fish
Feast. 

“There were a lot of volunteers,
who worked very, very hard and
gave up their whole day,” said Mrs.
Evers. “The events couldn’t have
happened without their help. It was
great.”

Mackinaw City was packed with
people, reported Greg Hokans,
chief of Development and
Marketing for Mackinac State
Historic Parks, and Marilyn
McFarland, executive director for
the Mackinaw Area Visitors
Bureau.

About 1,500 people paid to
watch the fireworks  in front of
Colonial Michilimackinac and
along the beach. He estimated 10
times that number stood outside the

park area.
“It was a huge amount of people,

a very appreciative crowd, and a
safe event,” he said of the
Mackinaw City display. “It was
well organized by the MBA and
Mackinaw City police.”

The fireworks were a success
and he hopes this will develop a
relationship with out-of-town visi-
tors who now will want to return to
the area.

“Everyone was just delighted
with the display and the beautiful

night,” said Mr. Hokans. “It was a
great family event.”

Ms. McFarland agreed.
“The parade exceeded my

expectations, and the weather could
not have been prettier,” she said.

teams from Cedarville, Pickford,
Drummond Island, and Rudyard. 

“My interest in softball began on
the farm,” she recalls in her book.
“We’d play neighborhood games in
our hay field. Every summer
evening after our farm chores were
finished, we usually had a ball game
until dark.”

She and her siblings played with
their neighbors, the Johnson family,
which had 12 children. 

In addition to playing ball, Ms.
Stevenson assisted the family with
all of the chores included with their
full-scale, family farm production
and maintenance of livestock, hay,
produce, and dairy products.

“I remember one day when my
father told me I couldn’t go play
softball until I got all the hay into the
barn,” Ms. Stevenson writes in her
book. “Let me tell you – there was a
lot of hay.”

When she was 13, she joined the
Soo Michigan Lockette team (for-
merly Soo Chicks), which played in
the Canadian League in Ontario,
across the St. Marys River. She was
playing with the team in the spring
of 1954 when she was reading the
new softball rule book and saw a
professional women’s baseball
league advertisement.

“Just the thought of playing in
the league resulted in me having
dreams about the league and what it
would be like to play there,” she

wrote.
She inquired about the league

and the league wrote back, inviting
her to try out in Battle Creek. Her
coach and mentor, Jack LaPointe of
DeTour, said he would take her
downstate and pay her expenses for
the three-day tryout. 

“It was the first time I was away
from upper Michigan,” she said. 

She was one of 106 girls from the
Midwest who tried out, and one of
six who were chosen for the team.
She joined the Grand Rapids Chicks
and, to her delight, was assigned the
number three, “the same as Babe
Ruth,” she said. 

Ms. Stevenson played a year
with the Chicks until the profession-
al women’s baseball league was dis-
solved in 1954, 11 years after it was
started during World War II to fill
the void left by professional men’s
baseball, when many of its players
went to war. By the 1950s, the war
was over, male players returned to
the fields, and Americans started
losing interest in women’s baseball.

Ms. Stevenson was grateful for
her experience, and believes there
are not enough opportunities today
for women to pursue professional
careers in baseball. In addition to her
permanent status in three halls of
fame, she is featured on her own
baseball card and in several promo-
tional photographs, and was one of
several former All American Girls
Professional Baseball League play-
ers involved with the 1992 film, “A
League of Their Own.”

She returned to the Upper
Peninsula briefly, and could only
find work as a waitress, so she went
back to the Grand Rapids area. She
remained in the area, eventually
working for several years for
Michigan Bell Telephone Company,
and playing softball, teaching cate-
chism at her Catholic church, and
coaching.  

The title of her book comes from
Coach Jack LaPointe’s advice to her
about making it around all the bases:
“Don’t die on third. You must get
home.”
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#337-07-0022 - REXTON - NEW LISTING - 4 bdr, 1-1/2 bath
victorian turn of the century home. Original hardwood floors
on the lower level. Extensive remodeling throughout, bu
keeping the original era of the home. Great for B & B or get
away for large family. This home has been well cared for with
a lot of TLC. Shown by appointment only.  $149,900 

#337-07-0021 - NAUBINWAY - NEW LISTING - Three lots
on the Millecoquin River on the Hiawatha Sportsman's Club
close to Lake Michigan. Walk out the door to hunt. Located
towards the end of a year round paved road. Prior approval
required.  $99,900 

#337-07-0020 - GOULD CITY - 55 acres on North Gould City
Road with 880' of frontage. Hardwoods, cedar, hemlock
spruce & pine. Backs up to State Land and snowmobile trai
$59,900

#337-07-0017 - NAUBINWAY - Beautiful 50 x 150' lot on the
Hiawatha Sportsman's Club on the Millecoquin River to build
your cabin. Walk out the door to hunt the 36,000 acres &
watch wildlife out your window. Prior approval required.
$29,900

#337-07-0024 - NAUBINWAY - Beautiful 2 bdr, 1-3/4 bath
home with 103' of frontage on Lake Michigan on the
Hiawatha Sportsman's Club. Recently added enclosed
sun porch on the lake side of home with electric heat for
year round enjoyment. Home is like new condition.
Located on a year round maintained road. $240,000

Cherrell L. Rourke, Broker Associate
11650 US-2 West, Naubinway, MI 49762

(906) 477-0084 Business • (906) 630-0244 Cell/VM
(906) 477-6862 Fax • rourke@portup.com E-mail

www.realestate-mls.com

THE MACKINAC PROPERTIES TEAM
REAL ESTATE and VACATION HOMES 

226 N. State, St. Ignace 
Phone: (906) 643-9242

Cheryl Schlehuber, GRI, ABR, e-PRO
REALTOR®/Broker/Owner

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

emai l :  info@mackinacpropert ies.com

Visi t  us at . . .  www.mackinacpropert ies.com

Serving the Straits of Mackinac and the surrounding area.

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES TO CHRIS GREEN, THE NEW
OWNER OF THE COLONIAL HOUSE INN.

STOP IN AND INTRODUCE YOURSELF TO CHRIS, 
SHE'S LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING THE COMMUNITY.

NEW LISTING!
W5122 W. U.S. #2 - Well maintained and well insu-
lated 3-bedroom brick ranch home just 5 miles west
of the Mackinac Bridge. On an acre of land, features
include beautiful hardwood floor and custom wood
trim throughout, 2 bathrooms, kitchen and rear bay
window, heated breezeway to 2-car garage, mature
vegetable and garden area and a hidden private
bonfire pit area in the woods.Low utility bill. #252250 $138,000
FOR RENT: St. Ignace - Nice 2 Bedroom upstairs flat near boat lines. Views of
bay, hardwood floors. $750 /mo. inc. utilities. No Pets, No Smoking.

Reinette P. Murray 
Sales Associate

906-430-0309
or

906-430-0308

Stonecliffe Manor #3  Lot #28
Secluded scenic building lot for
those who prefer a private setting
for their new home!  Walk to the
lake from this unique building site!
REDUCED! $68,900

Stonecliffe Manor Lot #10
Beautiful lot overlooking Grand
Hotel, Woods Golf Course. $79,900

Fully furnished with partial
water view. Perfect family
home or as investment for
bed and breakfast. $285,000

Dazzling view of the Straits of
Mackinac from this unique 4
BD, 2.5 BA home with extra
large garage with work area, in
small, quiet subdivision. 260
Hillcrest Blvd. Motivated Seller
Price Reduced to $165,000

murrayrealtylc.com
e-mail: lucy48154@yahoo.com

"Murray Realty offers not only excellent service 
but the highest level of honesty and integrity."

Contact Murray Realty

MACKINAC ISLAND

ST. IGNACE

Fantastic Opportunity!
Newly listed home. Just past the
Grand Hotel. Wonderful three-bed-
room family home with 150x155 ft.
lot, with an out-building. $530,000

US-2 LOT - MORE THAN
A HOMESITE! - Your own
acre of peace & tranquility on
the beautiful treed lot, a short
distance from Lake Michigan,
ski/tubing hill. A bonus is
Gros Cap Elementary School.
ONLY $28,000

HOMES AND CABINS
ST IGNACE - 3 BR, 1.5 bath immacu-
late home has too many attributes to
mention. Deck, beautifully landscaped
yard. Perfect for entertaining. (07-640)
$198,000 
MORAN - Country living in this 3 BR, 1
bath farm house. Outbuildings consist
of a 2 car garage, barn, storage building
& kennel...all on 79 acres. (07-644)
$150,000 
MORAN - 100’ of frontage on Brevort
Lake, one of the UP’s most popular all
sports lakes, from the privacy of this
custom built 2 BR home. (06-1112)
Reduced! $219,000
SAULT STE MARIE – Enjoy peaceful
living on the lower part of St. Mary’s
River. Watch the freighters from the
back deck of this 4 BR home. TLC
needed. (07-649) $144,900
CEDARVILLE – Almost new custom
built home w/beautiful woodwork, 3
spacious BR, kitchen w/island, deck
facing south, utility room, attached
garage.  (07-635) $149,500 

CEDARVILLE - Special 4 BR w/nice
remodeled kitchen for Mom, really big
garage & heated work shop for Dad.
Many updates inside & out. (07-641)
$159,000
CEDARVILLE – Really nice Fifth Wheel
on waterfront lot. Beautiful condition,
attractive sun deck, 2 tipouts. Located
in Cedarville RV Park Condos. Lot #30.
(07-646) $47,000
CEDARVILLE – Charming custom built
3 BR, 2 bath home in great Cedarville
location, close to town & boat ramp on a
heavily treed lot. (07-651) $134,000 
HESSEL - Secluded 3 BR, 2 bath home
on 1 acre of hardwoods. Attached
garage w/workshop, wood stove, deck,
plus newly updated walls & carpet. (07-
652) $69,900
SAULT STE MARIE – 2 story, 3 BR
ranch w/seasonal views of International
Bridge & St Mary’s River. Close to Lake
State University, shopping & restau-
rants. (07-660) $99,500

St. Ignace 
643-8525

Cedarville  
484-3945

Naubinway 
477-6221

www.cbschmidt.com

COMMERCIAL

BREVORT - Year-around 8 unit motel &
attached 3BR, 2 bath house located on
one of the busiest highways in the UP.
Great recreational area. (07-288)
$210,000

HESSEL - Harbor view restaurant, open
deck bar, gift shop, 4 BR home.
Fantastic view of Hessel Bay & Islands.
Downtown, across from Hessel Marina.
(07-171) $525,000

WE PROVIDE TRAINING AND MARKETING FOR YOUR REAL ESTATE CAREER. 
CALL LYNNE BATCHELDER AT (906) 477-6221

COLDWELL BANKER

VACANT LAND

DETOUR – Vacant land, used as camp.
12x16 mobiles w/permanent roofs,
screen house. Electric & drive in place.
100x200. Private, close to Detour. (07-
661) $22,000
DETOUR – (2) 200’ vacant waterfront
lots. Wooded w/scenic view of Lake
Huron. Enjoy lakeside living on a private
road. (06-612&06-613) $200,000 each

PICKFORD - 10 acres off Gogomain &
S. Fairview Rd. (07-614) $17,500

ST IGNACE – (2) Pine River parcels on
a 157x320 lot w/157’ frontage. Pine
River offers direct access to Lake
Huron. Snowmobile trails & Federal
Forest nearby. (07-636) $60,000 

Beautiful Lk Huron
Mackinac Island 

5 BR, 3.5 BA home. 
$1,100,000 251184

Charming extensively
remodeled home with

fantastic views of Lk MI.
$194,000 237951

Tranquility like new home
with 157' frtg Trout Lk. 

Seller Licensed Realtor. 
$259,900 249083

NORTHERN LAKES

MACKINAW CITY
115 N. HURON AVE.

231-436-4151
888-202-9322

www.cbnorthernlakes.com

Joanne Sutton
Broker/Owner

Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

Clearwater Condo-Lk MI
1200+ sq ft; 2 BD 
comes furnished. 
$162,500 247124

Landmark Bldg with 
retro style Restaurant & 

2 BD Apartment. 
$299,000 249408

Warm & Charming 
3 BDR, 2 BA home with 

good location. 
$283,500 251892

Associates: Karen Petrimoulx  •  Mary Reynolds  •  Bud Dexel  
Sam Cadwell • Geno D’Angelo  •  Larry Gillion  •  Michael Cormier

Discover what Real Estate should be...Discover
the  Coldwell Banker Northern Lakes Advantage

SAULT STE. MARIE OFFICE: 3291 I-75 Business Spur 
(906) 632-9696 • 1-800-554-0511

STRONGS OFFICE: 29775 W. M-28 • (906) 274-5263  
www.smith-company.com  • Email:  info@smith-company.com

Robbie Simonsen
484-2852

Peggy Hill
647-3391

Sandra Coady
484-4040

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Carol Johnson
274-5263

Alicia Laford
274-5263

“For All of Your Real Estate Needs Across the Eastern Upper Peninsula”

106 W. M-134, CEDARVILLE - Excellent
regional Hotel! Outstanding 50 unit hotel
with a large swimming pool in high traffic
resort area. Includes a conference area and
lobby for breakfast buffet. This is a great
candidate for a national flag to be added to.
#07-282

18256 E. M-48, GOETZVILLE - Unique! Here
is a Stone English Tudor home with a cottage,
small barn, toolshed, woodshed and workshop
of stone all on 25 acres of hardwoods. Three
separate fenced areas for farm animals.
Definitely a must see! $250,000 #06-1073

RUE DES ROCHE, NEEBISH ISLAND -Neebish Island waterfront! 374 ft. of river
frontage on a protected cove, just a couple of minutes from the Ferry landing.
Gently sloping land offers excellent building site and panoramic  view of freighters
plying the river. Stake your claim to this today! $109,500 # 91340

Above the Straits, winds would
be two or three times stronger on the
catwalk than they were in St.
Ignace, he said. 

“At this time of the year, I had to
put as many clothes on as I could,”
he said. “It was so cold up there, you
couldn’t believe it.”

The challenge was to make sure
clothing was not loose. To help the
men avoid tripping, falling, or get-
ting caught on something, clothes
had to be tight fitting, he said.

Safety measures were handled
differently in the 1950s, he said. The
men each had a four- to five-foot
rope they called a lanyard. The lan-
yard was attached to each worker’s
belt and the other end tied to an
object, when crew members felt it
necessary.

“It was the only lifeline we had,”
he said. “And we attached it when
we were in a position we thought we
might need it.”

Mr. Miller has made Cheboygan
his home since 1940.
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