
platform on the south side of the
dock and signs noting the history of
St. Ignace and the waterfront area.

The DDA had applied for
$134,000 from the Michigan
Natural Resources Trust Fund
Development grant program. Of the
108 applications received from
around the state, the St. Ignace proj-
ect ranked 21 from the top. More
than $9 million was awarded to 34
grant applicants.

St. Ignace’s application was the
highest scoring development grant
from the Upper Peninsula, but no
Upper Peninsula projects were
funded, although seven other Upper
Peninsula development projects
scored higher than the lowest scor-
ing funded project.

Projects are scored on specific
objectives to ensure grants are not
awarded arbitrarily. The Trust Fund
staff rates communities and pro-
vides them with an interim report,
which gives the applicants an

opportunity to see how they can
increase their score before final
numbers are issued. Grant decisions
are made by the Trust Fund board.

Mrs. Evashevski said she spoke
with two Trust Fund board members
to determine why St. Ignace did not
receive the funds. They spoke of
“gray areas” in the final decision
making process, including consider-
ing communities that have not been
able to get funding in the past.

The Department of Envir-
onmental Quality (DEQ), said Mrs.
Evashevski, has committed $25,000
to the Chief Wawatam Park project.
The DEQ has agreed to hold the
funds, knowing St. Ignace is going
to reapply for the Trust Fund
Development money.

In other business, the DDA will
donate $1,500 to support the arrival
of the tall ship Pride of Baltimore II
to St. Ignace for the Fish Feast July
26. The ship will be docked at the
St. Ignace Marina and free deck
tours will be offered to the commu-

nity during the day.
Representing St. Ignace Hos-

pitality Growth, which has brought
tall ships to town in the past, Dave
Swope asked the DDA to help
defray costs. The group has commit-
ted to bring the ship to the commu-
nity for $10,000. The Tourist
Association, he said, has donated
$2,500 and the Sault Ste. Marie
Tribe of Chippewa Indians has
donated to a fireworks display to be
held that night.

The ship will sail in Moran Bay
and tickets will be sold for an
evening sail during the fireworks.

DDA already contributes to the
Fish Feast, said Mrs. Evashevski,
and asked the board to consider put-
ting a cap on the amount of money
it contributes to the event.
Discussion of funding support for
the second year of the event is

planned for a future DDA meeting.
“I’d like to see the special events

become self-supporting,” said
Mayor Paul Grondin. “In the begin-
ning, they’re going to need some
help.”

The ship is a memorial to the
original Pride of Baltimore, an
1812-era clipper ship. Owned by the
citizens of Maryland, the ship is
used to promote Maryland trade and
tourism and educates visitors about
the maritime sciences.

St. Ignace Hospitality Growth is
an organization that works to bring
events to the area, including bring-
ing the Pride of Baltimore II here
over Labor Day 2007 and docking
the tall ship Roseway in St. Ignace
in 2005. Members of the group
include David Swope, Jack Swope,
Howard Cole, Mike Doud, Tim
Harrington, Mark Sposito, David
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The quotation under the flag of The St. Ignace News on Page 1 is from the
10 triads written by Dr. Fred Newton Scott, creator and teacher of the first
continuous course in journalism in the United States at the University of
Michigan in 1890. The 10 triads are chiseled on the parapet of the Detroit
News Building at 615 Lafayette Boulevard, Detroit. They were headed “Ideals
of the Press” or “The Newspaper in a Free Society,” and serve as a reminder
of what a free press means to us.
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Northern Michigan’s three congressmen created a stir on Capitol Hill
in 2007 and are positioned for influential roles early in 2008.

With Democratic takeover of the House, Representative Bart Stupak
(D-Menominee) was an aggressive chairman of the Oversight and
Investigations Subcommittee of the Energy and Commerce Committee
chaired by his powerful mentor, House Dean John Dingell (D-Dearborn).

Eight-term Stupak was an oversight point man on such national issues
as energy prices and food safety. His subcommittee held 19 hearings this
year, more than any of Dingell’s other subcommittees.

He also was a leading voice on Great Lakes issues, and berated the
Army Corps of Engineers, which he said has “back peddled, hemmed,
hawed” on building a new lock at Sault Ste. Marie that was first author-
ized in 1986.

The omnibus budget signed by President George W. Bush last week
included $1,968,000 toward the lock, a figure that represents the amount
that was in last year’s budget but was not spent.

Stupak told me Friday that he is working with other Great Lakes con-
gressmen to get $50 million to $100 million in the next budget toward
the $348 million cost of the lock.

“Food and drug safety will be front and center again. …along with
nuclear safety” next year, he said in a phone interview from his car as he
and his wife, Laurie, drove from the Upper Peninsula to Detroit Metro
Airport to pick up their son, Ken, who is practicing law in California’s
entertainment industry.

Stupak also revealed that he and Dingell are discussing having hear-
ings on such “auto industry-related issues” as pollution and CAFE stan-
dards as part “of an assessment on how we meet the next challenges” fol-
lowing Bush’s signing of the compromise energy bill.

He said the two lawmakers, among other things, want to “find out
what’s happened to all the money that was set aside three or four years
ago for hydrogen research.”

Although now in the minority, longtime Republican Representatives
Dave Camp of Midland and Pete Hoekstra of Holland were prominent on
front burner issues this year and are sure to be in 2008.

Nine-term Camp, third ranking Republican on the Ways and Means
Committee and the top Republican on its Health Subcommittee (in
defending administration positions, he periodically jousted with Stupak
on health issues), has a good shot at being the top Republican on Ways
and Means.

The current top Republican, Jim McCrery of Louisiana, is retiring.
Camp is challenging No. 2 Wally Herger of California to be minority
leader on the committee.

The selection is made by a 32-member steering committee of caucus
leaders, including members of key congressional committees.

Camp, well-connected with leadership and respected in the caucus, is
favored to win, according to some Washington pundits.

It shouldn’t hurt with party pooh bahs that Camp, at a recent caucus
meeting at the Capitol Hill Club, said he was transferring $400,00 from
his campaign committee to the National Republican Congressional
Committee.

According to aide Sage Eastman, Camp said: “Merry Christmas.
…My daddy always said it is better to give than receive.” Herger, said
Eastman, pledged $250,000.

Eight-term Hoekstra, former chairman of the House Intelligence
Committee and now its ranking Republican, has over the years been a
Bush ally, which gives him all the more credibility in his current laud-
able quest. He led the charge among Republicans to have the House
probe the destruction of CIA interrogation tapes.

According to the Associated Press, he said: “We want to hold the
(intelligence) community accountable for what’s happening with these
tapes….

“You’ve got a community that’s incompetent. They are arrogant. And
they are political.”

Among them, Hoekstra, Camp and Stupak represent 56 of Michigan’s
83 counties—-Stupak 31 (including part of Bay County), Camp 14
(including parts of Saginaw and Shiawassee), and Hoekstra 11 (includ-
ing parts of Allegan and Kent). 

George Weeks retired last year after 22 years as political columnist
for The Detroit News. His weekly Michigan Politics column is syndicat-
ed by Superior Features .

Michigan 
Politics

By 
George Weeks

Northern Representatives Agitate 
in ’07, Seek More Clout in ’08

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dredging, Locks Remedy
Symptoms, But Don’t Fix Problem

To the Editor: 
Last month, Congress passed a large water projects bill. I was pleased

to see that there are Great Lakes projects included in that legislation. I
am, however, very disappointed to read what those projects are: 

1. dredging projects, and 
2. an additional lock at the Soo. 
It seems to me that those projects react to the real problem facing the

upper lakes – low water. If the water level in the upper Great Lakes con-
tinues to decline, commercial shipping will be further restricted, requir-
ing more and more dredging to a point where it is no longer effective.  

Much has been written about the work done by our neighbors in the
Georgian Bay Association to find a cause of and solution to the low
water problem. Their consultant, Baird & Associates, believes the prob-
lem is caused, in large part, by the deepening of the shipping channel
leading into Lake St. Clair. This has caused and ever-accelerating flow
out of Lake Huron. Baird also believes that by placing structures in the
shipping channel, below the dept that will restrict shipping, this outward
flow reduced to its natural rate. 

The dredging and lock projects may, in the short term, benefit com-
mercial shipping, but they do nothing for the hundreds of thousands of
people using the thousands of miles of Michigan shoreline impacted by
low water.  

Just look at the Les Cheneaux area. Here marinas are in danger of not
being able to launch and service boats, our bays are silting up and
becoming week clogged, navigation is restricted, and the natural chan-
nels between islands are disappearing, reducing the healthy flow of water
in and out of Les Cheneaux. Government Island and Big LaSalle Island,
once separated by a channel, are now one island. The Lake Huron
entrance to Bosley Channel that separates Big LaSalle from Little
LaSalle islands is almost closed. The environmental, economic, and pub-
lic health impacts of these changes are significant. This is only one small
area along the thousands of miles of the Lake Michigan and Lake Huron
shoreline. 

I believe it would cost far less money to implement the Baird recom-
mendations than to fund the projects in the recent Federal water projects
legislation, and the result would address the problem, not remedy the
symptoms. 

Jack Edwards
Cedarville 

insisted that independent studies must be completed before a sulfide mine
is allowed in Michigan. 

“Once permitted, I am fearful as many as six additional sulfide mines
will be allowed to operate on the shores of the Great Lakes, jeopardizing the
world’s largest body of fresh water,” he added.  

According to the DEQ, rules governing the mine are among the most
stringent in the nation and were drafted and agreed to by a work group that
included representatives from environmental, business, and mining organi-
zations. Mr. Chester contends that public concerns collected at hearings
have been addressed. 

“We must now remain vigilant in ensuring that Kennecott complies with
its permits and lives up to its end of the bargain in keeping Michigan’s envi-
ronment safe,” he said. 

“The DEQ has allowed their permits without requiring an
Environmental Impact Statement to be completed,” Mr. Stupak said. “I also
believe comprehensive baseline hydrological and geological studies should
be conducted by an independent third party.”

The DEQ has required Kennecott to provide a financial assurance bond,
but Mr. Stupak said it is not adequate to address potential contamination. 

“Environmental damages often do not surface until years after a mine is
out of operation and can be costly for local and state governments to clean
up,” he said. “Contaminated sites cost significantly more to clean up than
the $17 million set aside for this project.”

Mr. Stupak cited seepage of old kiln dust into Lake Michigan at the Bay
Harbor housing development near Petoskey, which may cost $93 million to
abate.

“I also have significant concerns, given the state of Michigan’s budget-
ary situation, the DEQ will not have adequate resources to ensure
Kennecott is complying with all safety and environmental standards that it
has promised to meet. The proposed sulfide mine will require well trained
inspectors to enforce area and water pollution control standards established
in the permits. The Kennecott Company, rather than the taxpayers, should
be responsible for providing the state with the funding needed for the
inspectors.” 

Responding to public comment made at hearings, the DEQ altered the
permits to limit mining activities to below 327.5 meters, to address con-
cerns about the stability of the mine. Mining will only be allowed above that
level when approved in writing by the DEQ, based on further field investi-
gations and analysis to be conducted by Kennecott, the DEQ reported.

Also in response to public concern, the department reported that it will
require annual certification of the rock stability and require Kennecott to
stop work and report to the DEQ if stability is questionable. The company
will have to provide a filter system in the mine shaft ventilation stack that
will result in a significant decrease in particulate matter emissions. Further,
the company must come up with a plan to control hazardous dust produced
by the mine, the department reported.

Michelle Halley, an attorney for the National Wildlife Federation, ques-
tioned whether the DEQ adequately considered the expert testimony that
concludes the mine poses an unacceptable risk to the state’s water resources
and safety of mine workers. 

“NWF and key allies that share our concerns are prepared to challenge
these permits because they do not meet legal standards. We cannot stand
idly by while the DEQ permits fatally flawed projects,” she said. “The DEQ
has always said they would make the decision based on science, and yet
they have ignored the technical information submitted by leading mining
industry experts.”

“Technical analysis was submitted by people who specialize in ground-
water, subsidence, air pollution, and a myriad of other specialties and all
pointed to egregious errors in the permit application. For the DEQ to turn a
blind eye indicates that something other than science is prevailing in
Lansing,” she added.

*Continued from page 1

*Continued from page 1

DEQ Approves U.P. Sulfide Mine 

Proposed Wawatam Park Will Have To Wait a Little Longer; DDA To Reapply for Funds
Goldthrope, Robert Goldthorpe,
and Larry Belonga.

The DDA next meets January 11
at 8 a.m. in City Hall.

Karissa Schlosser, 17, of Cedarville and Derrick Bouma, 18, of
Drummond Island both bagged eight-point bucks on the opening
day of the firearm deer season November 15, while hunting
together from the same deer stand on Drummond Island. Miss
Schlosser took her buck at 8:05 a.m., and it had a spread of 10.5
inches. It was her first hunting season. Hours after she shot her
buck, Mr. Bouma followed with his deer at 3:45 p.m. His had a
14-inch spread. (Schlosser family photograph)

‘His and Hers’ Opening Day Bucks


