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News Correspon

Thisisonein a series of articles
to introduce readers to correspon-
dents covering their communities
within The K. Ignace News reader-
ship area.

By Ryan Schlehuber

When Linda Livermore began
writing for The &. Ignace News in
1984, the Rexton-Garnet telephone
numbers were only three-digits
long. That was 23 years ago, and
she hastrouble believing it has been
that long.

“1 gtill remember Mrs. Browning
had the crank [on her telephone],
which she had to wind whenever
she wanted to cal out,” said Mrs.
Livermore.

Being a socia correspondent is
only a part-time job for Mrs.
Livermore, who is employed full
time at 92nd District Court in
Mackinac County. She enjoys writ-
ing for the News, something she
considers a hobby rather than work,
however, she said, “It's hard some-
times to find enough news in a
small town.”

Mrs. Livermore was born and
reared in Moran, but the family
moved to Rexton early in her life
when her stepfather, David
Beaudoin, who worked for the
Michigan Highway Department,
was transferred from the Michigan
State Ferries operation in St. Ignace
to the state highway garage in
Rexton.

She attended elementary school
in the St. Ignace Third Ward, took
seventh and eighth grade at Rexton,
and was graduated from Engadine
High School in 1963.

She married David Livermore
shortly after graduation and they
moved to Pontiac. Their wedding
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Linda Livermore, who works for 92nd District Court in St.
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Ignace, has been the The St. Ignace News correspondent for the

Rexton-Garnet area for 23 years.

was held in December because it
was the only time Mr. Livermore
could get leave from the Army, into
which he had been drafted that
summer.

The couple, who celebrate their
44th anniversary this year, returned
to the Eastern Upper Peninsula in
1976 and reside in Garnet.

They have four children, Sheila,
who lives in Engadine, Scott of
Garnet, David, who is stationed
with the Army at Fort Polk,
Louisiana, and Andy of Grand
Rapids. The Livermores also have
six grandchildren.

While living in Pontiac, Mrs.
Livermore would cal then-Enga
dine correspondent Julie Sanborne
(now deceased) to find out who was
visiting in the area. When she
moved back here, the job became
hers and, at first, she was not sure
how to begin.
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Special Olympics and other pro-
grams for the mentally-impaired in
Luce, Mackinac, Schoolcraft, and
Chippewa counties. The snowmo-
bile ride will be January 18 through
20. Fish dinners will be Friday at
Whitefish Inn, Kim's Tally Ho,
Loehr's Café, and Stamper's
Northern Lakes in Curtis, and Jolly
Inn in Germfask. Breakfast will be
sold Saturday at Stamper’s
Northern Lakes. Music a Whitefish
Inn begins at 9 p.m. The Lions will
host a brunch Sunday at the Curtis
Community Building from 9 a.m. to
noon.

That evening don’t miss the auc-
tion a Whitefish Inn starting at 7
p.m. Cash donations or itemsfor the
auction can be delivered to the
Whitefish Inn or call Ron Wiegand
a 586-9507. Make checks payable
to Mentally Impaired Programs and
mail to Ron Weigand, PO. Box 517,
Curtis, M1 49820.

The Newberry Senior Citizens
dinner will be at the Elks Tuesday,
February 12, at 5 p.m. Cost is $5.
Anyone attending should be signed
up by Tuesday, February 5, at the
Senior Building.

Volunteer opportunities are
available at Helen Newberry Joy
Hospital and Healthcare Center. If
interested, call Mdlissa Ronquist at
293-9157.

The Cancer Support Group
meets on the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month from 7
p.m. to 8 p.m. The meetingsare held

at the Webber and Dever officesin
the basement of the Pathways build-
ing in Newberry.

Happy birthday to Father Tim
Huskra, Kathy and Matt Ocko, and
Helen Hauser January 18, Kaleb
Kerbersky, Mary Miller Ocko, and
Sarah Burton January 19, Dorothy
Perkins January 20, in memory of
my mom, Edna Rushford, January
21, Lonnie Wyse January 22, Kathy
and Jessica Miller and my wonder-
ful niece, Deanna L oebock, January
23, and Brad Butkovich, Levi
Wagner, and my wonderful niece,
Marcia Beaudoin, January 24.

Happy anniversary to Jerry and
Robin Oven January 19 and
Clarence and Shirley Brown Jan-
uary 23.

Until next time, take care.
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“1 just started calling everybody
intown,” she said. “Fortunately, the
town issmall.”

Rexton was once the headquar-
ters for the D.N. McLeod Lumber
Company and its white pine opera-
tions, and Canadian bankers
financed the building of therailroad
through Rexton.

Garnet is known for its historic
Browning shingle mill, which has
been out of business for about six
years, said Mrs. Livermore. Hey-
ward Browning operated the mill
up until his death in 2002. Today,
she said, there are many new resi-
dents from the Lower Peninsulain
Garnet and Rexton.
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Heyward Browning stands next to

dent Livermore in 23rd Year Covering Hometown Rexton-Garnet
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a stack of cut timber at his Browning shingle mill in Garnet. He

operated the mill until hisdeath in 2002. The mill and sawdust remain at the site today. (Photograph cour-

tesy of John Browning)

Rexton and Garnet residents
consider themselves one communi-
ty, since only three miles separate
the two smal towns, sad Mrs.
Livermore.

“1 redly like writing because |
like to know the more persona
thingsthat people are doing, such as
who is visiting, and what family
event they are celebrating,” said
Mrs. Livermore.

“You could say | like to be
nosey,” she laughed, “but 1 like it
because people are so neighborly.
I've aways been impressed with

their willingness to be so neighbor-
ly, to help others out whenever they
need it.”

Mrs. Livermore has learned that
to be a correspondent for a local
newspaper and for a community,
especially a small community, get-
ting dl of the newsis necessary.

“If | miss someone’s hirthday, |
get called onto the carpet,” she said.

She enjoys passing along local
news to readers, and once helped a
caller who asked her for genealogy
information.

“I remember a man in town

Digital T.V. To Fully Replace Analog by February 2009

All television broadcast stations
will switch to digital, rather than
analog, broadcast signals next year,
February 17, 2009, under federal
law.

Viewers who receive free over-
the-air television signals through
antennas or "rabbit ears' will be
affected, reported WCMU public
broadcasting station. Television
sets connected to cable or satellite
may or may not be affected, and
cable or satellite providers will be
able to provide specific informa-
tion.

Viewerswill be ableto buy con-
verter boxes to use with their old
televisions, or subscribe to cable or
satellite services. Some televisions,
if purchased fairly recently, may

have a built-in digital tuner, and
viewers may check their owner's
manual for more information.

A federal program set up to
assist in the transition to digital
broadcasting will make some dis-
counted converter boxes available,
WCMU reported January 9.
Converter boxes are estimated to
cost $50 to $75. People can apply
for up to two coupons per house-
hold. Limited coupons will be
available.

"WCMU is encouraging view-
ers to take action immediately,
before the limited supply of cou-
pons runs out," said Rick Schu-
diske of WCMU.

Viewers can visit www.DTV
2009.gov or call (888) 388-2009 to

Ready For Winter?

“::_-t/ Snow Tires
v’ Anti-Freeze

v/ Mufflers v/ Batteries
TRI-COUNTY MOTORS
(nextto Post Ofice in Rudyard)
| — 478-5331
—le Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Is Your Car

See the pros for...

v’ Engine Heaters
v’ Tune-up

You've got to
admit it, we

love our teams.

uﬁu'l]u'r they hit home runs. scare

teuchdowns or slam dunk the ball, we

apply for a $40 coupon to help
defray the cost of the converter
box.

Those who would like more
information about the change may
cal WCMU at (800) 727-9268 to
receive a fact sheet on the transi-
tion.

wanted meto put in my column that
his ‘cat’ was for sae” Mrs.
Livermore chuckled. “When |
asked what color it was, he was
kind of perplexed. It wasn't until
further into the conversation that |
realized he was talking about his
[Caterpillar] bulldozer.”

With many years of writing
experience, Mrs. Livermore said
she has learned to relax with her
writing style, and she adds a little
humor whenever she can.

“I like to write how | talk,” she
said. “When you get to know peo-
ple out there in the community, you
get used to writing like you talk,
because you know these people so
well.

“My punctuation, however, has-
n’'t improved much over the years,”
she laughed, “but thanks to a great
news staff, it looks pretty good in
the newspaper.”

News can be submitted to Mrs.
Livermore at (906) 595-7283.
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soft water.
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DEMAND REGENERATION
AUTOMATIC WATER SOFTENER
Saves Water and Salt

The FPeerless FM model elimi=
nates waste by initating the

For an endless supply of sparkling

» Personal grooming is more pleasant.
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regeneranon cycle only
when waler usage
reguires if

» Housekeeping Is less of a chore.
+ Laundering clothes is simplified and improved,
+ Better results in cooking and dishwashing.

+ Plumbing equipment and home appliances last
longer and function better.

We're your one-stop center for
PLUMBING - HEATING - COOLING

Valentine Cookic Basketo
Sweets for
' Your Sweeties!

give them our support and loyaley.

I'heres a team in your homerown
that tums ir around and gives you
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Aurto-Crwners Insurance Company.
As a neighborhood agent we work
on your team o provide the best
coverage ar the right price.

Beautifully
Decorated
Cream Cheese
Sugar Cookie
Hearts

We've got it all!

Ask us abour Safe, Seund, Secure” coverage from
Auto-Uwners Insurance l'.nr'np.nu'.

Auto-Owners Insurance

D. Beacom Insurance

Beloreger
PLUMBING
HEATING & COOLING

Great Turtle Cake Company

Reserve Yours

Today!

243 Hodeck St., Cedarville - Delivery Available

906.484.2855

www.cedarville.net/greatturtlecakecompany

1-800-635-1218 » (906) 647-6435
7772 M-129, Pickford, M1
beacom@beacominsurance.com

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

Don Wilson Insurance Agency
1-877-286-9250 ¢ (906) 635-5600
110 Dawson, Sault Ste. Marie, MI

don@wilson-ins-agency.com

115 Elliott, St. Ignace ¢ (906) 643-9595
Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

\

_




