
By Jeannette Doud
“This little light of mine, I’m

gonna let it shine. Ev’ry where I go,
I’m gonna let it shine.” 

Olivia Ann Chambers’ light
touched the hearts of everyone she
met in her short life of 11 years. She
was born January 3, 1997, one of six
children of Jody and Mark Cham-
bers. Early in her childhood, she suf-
fered from an undiagnosed rare neu-
romuscular disease, which never
hindered her radiant smile, precious
personality, and courageous will to
live. She was truly an inspiration. On
Thursday, January 10, she died at
her home on Mackinac Island, sur-
rounded by her loving family. The
care and devotion that Olivia
received from her parents, brothers,
sisters, and two faithful friends,
Annabelle and Charlie, was excep-
tional. The entire community gave
wonderful support to this very spe-
cial little girl.

She attended the Mackinac Island
Public School, where she arrived
each day in her special wheelchair
and was greeted warmly by her
friend, Mike Bradley, head custodi-
an. She loved school and being with

all of her friends. 
Father Rey Garcia, pastor at Ste.

Anne’s, was a shining star in
Olivia’s life. He would often visit
her beside, playing his guitar and
singing to her. Olivia could not
speak, but she was able to call him
“Pa.”

One year at Christmas Eve
Mass, Fr. Jim Williams invited
Olivia to carry the Christ Child to
the manager. She was escorted by
her brother, Robert, in her wheel-
chair. Rest assured there was not a

dry eye in the church on that holy
night.

Let us not forget Olivia’s con-
stant companion, her 11-year-old
tiger cat named “Tigger” that sel-
dom left her side. Her little hand
would always pat his head and he
gave her much comfort.

On Monday, January 14, family
and friends gathered at the Cham-
bers home at Stonecliffe, where a
wake service was held for Olivia,
who was surrounded by beautiful
flowers. At 7 p.m., Fr. Jim Williams
offered prayers. Outside the home,
in remembrance of Olivia, the fami-
ly built a beautiful snow angel,
which sparkled in the sunlight.

Fr. Williams, assisted by Deacon
Don Olmstead of St. Ignace, was
celebrant of the Mass offered for
Olivia Tuesday, January 15. The
church was overflowing with family
and friends who came from far and
near to pay their last respects. Pianist
John Kissane and choir members
provided beautiful music. Olivia
was eulogized by her sister, Emma,
her aunt, Linda McKee, and Fr.
Williams as a teacher who loved the
simple things in life and taught
everyone patience, love, and
courage. In the spring, she was
thrilled to hold a dandelion, to go for
a bicycle ride with her parents, and
to watch a movie with her little sis-
ter, Clara. As the family left the
church, the choir concluded the serv-
ice by singing “On Eagle’s Wings.” 

Mackinac was never so magnifi-
cent with the first big snowfall of the
season. 

Riding through the wooded area,
we saw the tree branches hung low
under the weight of the fresh snow
and the sky was a brilliant blue as
Olivia was taken to her final resting
place by a Mackinac horse and sled,
escorted by her pallbearers, her
brothers, Richard and Robert, her
cousin, David Johnson, and a special
friend, Mike Bradley. She was
placed in Ste. Anne’s cemetery next
to her beloved grandfather, Patrick
W. Chambers, as more than 75 peo-
ple attended Fr. Jim’s final blessing.
May she rest in peace. 

Olivia is survived by her parents,
Mark and Jody, two brothers,
Richard and Robert, three sisters,
Emma, Maggie, and Clara, a grand-
mother, Joyce Chambers, a grandfa-
ther, Richard Johnson, other mem-
bers of the Johnson and Chambers
families, and Aunt Jeannette and
Margaret Doud.

A luncheon followed in the
Community Hall.

Memorials may be made to the
Olivia Chambers Fund at the Mac-
kinac Island Community Foun-
dation.

To Olivia,
There are those whose lives

remind us
Of the sunset’s warming glow.
They leave a touch of glory
Lingering after they go.

birthday. They enjoyed swimming
and bowling.

Happy birthday to Kitty Horn
January 19. 

Euchre fans enjoy playing their
favorite game every Monday
night.

Happy wedding anniversary to
Bruce and Carolyn Dodson of St.
Ignace January 24. Best wishes
from Island friends.

On Friday, January 25, the
Mackinac Island Lakers will host
the girls and boys basketball teams
from Paradise. Go Lakers!

This year, the preschool class
was fortunate to have Lake Sweet,
alumni of Mackinac Island Public
School, come and give a helping
hand with the children from
Monday, December 17, through
Friday, January 18. Lake is a stu-
dent at Albion College, where she
is majoring in psychology. She will
be graduated in the spring and has
applied to graduate school, where
she plans to study experimental
developmental psychology. Nice
to have Lake back on Mackinac.

Winter festival is fast approach-
ing. Mark your calendar for
Saturday, February 2, and Sunday,
February 3, and come and join in
the fun!

Bruce Lapine and Tony Frazier
celebrated their birthdays January
20. Hope you had a great day.

The Junior Class will sell carna-
tions to raise money for their sen-
ior trip. They will be selling them
from Monday, January 21, through
Friday, February 8. The carnations
are $2 for one or $20 for a dozen.

You many contact the Mackinac
Island Public School or any class
member for information.

Our good friend, Nancy Clifton
Cripe of Indianapolis, celebrated
her birthday January 20. Island
friends send best wishes.

The very popular sport of cross
country skiing is at its peak on
Mackinac. The wooded trails are
picture-perfect for all to enjoy.

Harold Jones, director of securi-
ty at Mission Point Resort, will
celebrate his birthday January 21.
Enjoy your day.

Margaret McIntire left Friday,
January 18, to visit her daughter,
Becki in Austin, Texas, before con-
tinuing on to California, Florida,
and New York. She returns to
Mackinac in April.

Happy birthday to Brian Blo-
swick January 24, Janice Green
January 25, and Carol Ruddle
January 27. Have a great day.

Mellie and Gene Hagenbaugh
are spending a few days in Lapeer
visiting their son, Jim.

We send best wishes to Rosie
Charnes of Indianapolis, who has
not been feeling her best. Island
friends sent special greetings.

Saturday, a freighter went
through the Straits of Mackinac
eastbound down Lake Huron.

Ray and Nancy Kriss are enjoy-
ing their cottage in Trillium
Heights for two weeks. Nice to
have you back on Mackinac.

A Valentine’s Day concert fea-
turing John Kissane will be Thurs-
day, February 14, at Ste. Anne’s
Church at 7 p.m. Refreshments
will follow in Ste. Anne’s Hall.

Enjoy winter on Mackinac!
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What Can We Do For You?

• Homeowners
• Personal Automobile
• Yachts & Boats
• Farmowners & Country Estates
• Home Business
• Businessowners
• Commercial

• Commercial Automobile
• Bed & Breakfast
• Mobilowners
• Renters & Rentals
• Workers’ Compensation
• Equipment Breakdown
• Umbrellas

LARGE ENOUGH TO SERVE
small enough to care

933 E. Main Street, Freemont MI 49412
www.fmic.com

D. Beacom Insurance
1-800-635-1218 • (906) 647-6435

7772 M-129, Pickford, MI
beacom@beacominsurance.com

Don Wilson Insurance Agency 
1-877-286-9250 • (906) 635-5600
110 Dawson, Sault Ste. Marie, MI

don@wilson-ins-agency.com

~ Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ~

Representing

CHEBOYGAN AUTO
BROKERS, INC.
Inventory Reduction

The ‘Best of the Best’ for Less…

(800) 627-4801

5390 Kincheloe Dr.
Kincheloe, MI 49788

906 495-2803

Car Bodies w/Title & No Fluids, No Batteries  . . . . . . .$180*/net ton
Sheet Iron/Tin/Appliances  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$180*/net ton
Long Steel (pending inspection) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$200*/gross ton
2’x2’ Short/Foundry Steel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$230*/gross ton
2’x2’ Auto Cast  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$215*/gross ton
#1 Clean Copper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2.70*/pound
#2 Clean Cooper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2.50*/pound
Yellow Brass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.70*/pound
Clean Brass Radiators  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.65*/pound

(BROUGHT TO OUR FACILITY)

Contact John Higley or Cheryl for Current Pricing. *Prices Subject To Market Change

Call For Prices on Vehicle Pick-Up • Phone: 906-495-2803 or 495-2704

Yard Hours:
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WE ARE BUYING:

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

ALL CASH CANDY
ROUTE. Do you earn up to
$800/day? Your own local
candy route.  Includes 30
machines and Candy.  All
for $9,995. Call 1-888-744-
4651.
CEO INCOME WORKING
FROM HOME. Don’t be-
lieve it, Don’t call. 1-800-
995-0783. Investment
starts at $49.95. Journey to
Freedom.

EMPLOYMENT
CHEVROLET DEALER-
SHIP IN SUNNY rural Ari-
zona seeking motivated
trained drivability techni-
cian. Medical insurance,
401k, vacation pay. Wages
flat rate, skilled based. Call
Bill Ferguson 928-428-1684
DRIVER: DON’T JUST
START your career, start it
right! Company sponsored
CDL training in 3 weeks.
Must be 21. Have CDL?
Tuition reimbursement!
CRST. 866-917-2778.
REACH 3.1 MILLION
Michigan readers with a 2
x 2 display ad for only $999
- Contact this newspaper
for details.
DRIVERS: CALL TODAY!
BONUS & paid orientation.
36-43cpm. Earn over
$1000 weekly. Excellent

benefits. Class A and 3
mos recent OTR required.
800-635-8669
DRIVE THE BIG RIGS!
Truck driver training. Pre-
hire program. Tuition reim-
bursement. No
employment contracts. Big
Bucks driving Big Trucks!
Call HRCD today. 1-888-
750-6200. www.DriveThe-
BigRigs.com
DRIVER - KNIGHT
TRANSPORTATION - Indi-
anapolis Division - 4 months
OTR required. No gim-
micks, just goals. 2500
miles/week. Weekly home
time. Med/Vision/Dental.
888-346-4639. Owner ops:
800-437-5907. www.knight-
trans.com
DRIVERS - WE PAY
MORE! Reefer average
$954-$1,492/week. Excel-
lent network. Late model
equipment, 401K, Blue
Cross Insurance. 800-771-
6318. www.primeinc.com
HEAVY EQUIPMENT
TRAINING. Cranes-Dozers-
Loaders. Huge job demand.
National certification. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Oklahoma
College of Construction. 280
Quadrom, OKC, OK.
www.heavy9.com. 1-888-
827-3971
INTERNATIONAL TRUCK-
ING SCHOOL, INC. Now
in Okemos (Lansing area).
Paid training if qualified.

Job placement assistance.
Michigan Works assistance
available. 1-800-448-7101.
www.internationaltruck-
ingschool.net
POST OFFICE NOW HIR-
ING! Ave. pay $20/hour or
$57K annually including
federal benefits and OT.
Paid training, vacations,
PT/FT. 1-866-616-7015
USWA. Exam/Fee Req.
TRAVEL THE USA FOR
PAY! Use your pick up truck
to deliver “new”  RV’s na-
tionwide. Motorhomes too!
Get paid to see the country.
www.horizontransport.com

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

****ALL MORTGAGE
LOANS**** Refinance &
use your home’s equity for
any purpose: Land Contract
& Mortgage Payoffs, Home
Improvements, Debt Con-
solidation, Property Taxes.
Cash available for Good,
Bad, or Ugly Credit! 1-800-
246-8100 Anytime! United
Mortgage Services.
www.umsmortgage.com.
CHANGING JOBS? What
to do with the funds in your
401(k)? Call for a free copy
of “Keep the IRS out of Your
IRA” (800) 741-3379
DR. DANIELS AND SON
Real Estate Loans. Cash for
land contracts. $10,000 to
$500,000 - Fast funding,

free consultation. 800-837-
6166. 248-335-6166.
allan@drdanielsandson.com

FOR SALE
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY
$2,990.00 Convert your
logs to valuable lumber
with your own Norwood
Portable band sawmill. Log
skidders also available.
www.norwoodindustries.co
m/300N -  Free information:
1-800-578-1363 ext. 300N
PLACE YOUR
STATEWIDE AD HERE!
$299 buys a 25-word clas-
sified ad offering over 1.6
million circulation and 3.6
million readers. Contact
this newspaper for details.

MISCELANEOUS
AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for high paying Avia-
tion Maintenance Career.
FAA approved program. Fi-
nancial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute Mainte-
nance (888) 349-5387.
ATTEND COLLEGE ON-
LINE from home. Medical,
business, paralegal, com-
puters, criminal justice. Job
placement assistance. Fi-
nancial aid and computer
provided if qualified. Call
866-858-2121, www.online-
TidewaterTech.com.

MICH-CAN STATEWIDE AD NETWORK

WEIR CARPET MART
Located across from Weir Furniture Center

531 Gros Cap, Sault Ste. Marie, MI
906-635-1026

MON. 9:30-4:30   TUE.-FRI. 9:30-5:00    SAT 9:00-3:00

Before You Buy Price & Compare
INSTOCK LAMINATE

$1.49 sq. ft. WITH FREE PAD

Congoleum & Armstrong Vinyl Sheet Goods

✰✰✰✰✰
Quality

✰✰✰✰✰
Quality

✰✰✰
Quality

MSRP $5400sq. yd.

Exclusive . . . . . . . .NOW $1600
sq. yd.

MSRP $3900sq. yd.

Ultima . . . . . . . . . . .NOW $1100
sq. yd.

MSRP $2400sq. yd.

Canyon Creek  . . . . .NOW $600
sq. yd.

LOWEST VINYL PRICES YOU WILL EVER SEE

MAHINDRA TRACTORS
Let Us Help you Enjoy 

All the Seasons of the U.P.

Gaylor Trucking
Rudyard, MI • (906) 478-3026

Come & See What’s New at

Gaylor Trucking!
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My Sister, My Angel
By Emma Chambers

The first thing I did when I chose to write this talk was I
made a list of all the words that reminded me of Olivia.
Honestly, this list went on and on. I actually had to cut
myself off because I could have gone on forever. After I fin-
ished, I looked at my long list and laughed to myself. How
can someone so simple like my sister, Olivia, have so many
words to describe her?

We all know Olivia never said too much. Actually the
only words I have heard her say in the past two years was “pa”
when referring to Father Rey, and “momma” is what she would
scream out at night when she needed to be readjusted while
lying in her bed. So I looked at my list and I went through each
word and thought about why I saw this trait in her. I picked out
three words that I felt represented my sister the best – happy, inspiring, and strong.

So I first chose happy, and that word can mean so many different things.
Someone could be happy they bought a new car, or happy they did well on a test,
but when I think of Olivia and happy, it means so much more. She wasn’t just
happy about a material thing, she was happy to be in this world. Not one of us in
this entire church has experienced what Olivia has. Honestly, if I had to go
through some of the things she did, I don’t think I could have been as happy as
she always was. No matter how many trips to the doctors or how many times she
was poked with needles, this child was never unhappy. And who couldn’t tell,
because her amazing smile never went away.

I was remembering all the times that Livvy had to go to the doctors, and there
was one specific time that really stood out in my memory. I was a senior in high
school, and it was about 7:00 in the evening, when my mom decided that the flu
Olivia had at the time was serious enough to take her to the hospital. So we packed
all of our things and called up pilot Paul Fullerton, who was always willing to do
anything for Olivia and my family, and we flew over right away. Then Olivia, my
mom, and I drove to Traverse City. I sat in the back seat with her as she went in
and out of sleep, and when we finally arrived, the doctors ushered her in. They did
what they had to do, and right when Olivia started to regain consciousness, I
walked into the hospital room and you know the first thing I saw was? Olivia’s
huge smile. Even at near death experiences, and up until the day she went to the
Lord, this child was never unhappy. She was just so grateful to be part of this
world. She loved her life, and anyone who looked at her could tell.

The second word I saw in Olivia was inspiring. Olivia makes an impact on
everyone she meets. She inspires people and changes lives. People will look at this
beautiful girl, hear her story, and they will never forget her. She inspired this com-
munity in ways I am just now realizing. Like when Jim Pettit screams “Olivia”
from his big dray as she passes him on her carriage to school everyday, or when she
pointed to her forehead, Mike Bradley would give her a kiss in that exact spot. For
my sister, who never says a word or asks for anything, she inspires people to show
their love and kindness. As I reflected last night, I was overjoyed with the love that
filled our home all day yesterday. With all of our differences, we became one fam-
ily. Olivia did that. A girl with no words. Even now that she is gone, she will still
inspire our community every day.

The last word is strong. I have learned so much in the 11 years Olivia was alive,
and this is something I think about all the time. How could someone who could-
n’t speak, couldn’t walk, or who couldn’t even eat, teach me so much? I realized I
learned it all from watching her be strong, since she was first diagnosed until the
day she passed.

Livvy loved to scare us. When she had the flu, she had it the worst, or when
she broke her leg, of course, she was put in a full-leg cast, but no matter how sick
she was, or how close she came to dying, she always pulled through. As soon as
she felt better, she acted as if nothing happened. She went back to school; she
played on her computer, and just continued on with her very simple life. Nothing
affected her. For someone so small and fragile, she is the strongest individual I have
ever seen, or ever will see.

I am so blessed to be one of many who have experienced life with Olivia in
it. My life would not be the same; I would not be the same person. For 11
amazing years, she has taught me things I could never have learned at school.
She showed me how wonderful life is. She made me see that there are many
worse problems one could have than the small petty ones that I sometimes
dwell on. Olivia was put on this earth to teach me, all of you, and anyone who
she encountered, that life is way too important and meaningful to ever take it
for granted. And she never once did. She was just happy to be alive. I couldn’t
really understand why God would choose this beautiful young girl to go
through all the things she had to, and I see now exactly why. She was born to
teach all of us, and she did an amazing job at it. I am so thankful to be touched
by this angel, and that is exactly what she is. If anyone deserves that position in
heaven, it is my happy, inspiring, strong sister, Olivia.

Eulogy – Olivia Chambers

Olivia Chambers


