
meaning a reinforced hole in a
ships side. This one was a wooden
wheel chock from the car deck,
which Cronan used as a chopping
block when he lopped off about 80
feet of the retreating rope with a
fire ax. He still had a 30-foot spec-
imen in his rope collection half a
century later.

*This knot was tied to the top-
center spoke of a ship’s wheel so it
could be found in the dark. 

After a quick inspection, which
showed no hull damage, and refill-
ing her ballast, Vacationland
resumed service about 2:30 Friday
afternoon, relieving the congestion
on the docks. Despite a loss of
electric power in St. Ignace, which
required crews to raise and lower
the ferry apron by hand, she had
the backlog cleared by nightfall.

The storm was the last blast of
winter. By then, both forward and
after crews had begun fitting out
the steamboats to relieve the ice-
breaker. Men worked feverishly,
using plenty of elbow grease,
sugi*, and paint, giving the vessels
the appearance of a "Monday
morning fresh wash." The Va-
cationland soon headed for the
shipyard for her spring overhaul,
while the City of Cheboygan and
City of Munising took over the
spring schedule. By May, all five
boats were back on the run. 

*A "Sugi" (pronounced "soo-
gee") barrel originally contained a
boiling mixture of water, bulk
soap, and lye, into which sailors
dipped a mop or a broom, used to
scrub decks and bulkheads. In
modern terms, boat crews still
refer to "sugiing," whenever a mix-
ture of water and soap is used for
scrubbing purposes.

Another housecleaning also
became apparent April 1, when in
the hotly contested highway com-
missioner race, 36-year-old Dem-
ocrat John C. Mackie defeated
Republican Deputy Commissioner
George M. Foster in his bid to take
over management of the Highway
Department. Mackie was born
June 1, 1920, in Toronto, but
moved to Detroit with his parents
at the age of four. A graduate of
Detroit’s Southeastern High
School, he earned his degree in
civil engineering from Michigan
State University in 1942. He then
took a year of post-graduate work
at New York University before
joining the Army Air Force in
World War II, serving 18 months
as an operations officer in the
South Pacific. After the war, he
established the Flint Surveying
Company, which he owned and
operated. Prior to the election, he
was also Genesee County Sur-
veyor.

Mackie immediately began
plans to take over the Highway
Department, appointing a new
Deputy Commissioner, 46-year-
old Sidney H. Woolner, formerly
the Deputy Secretary of State, who
would take office with him July 1,
1957.

Having lost the election,
George Foster tendered his resig-
nation to accept an appointment as
executive director of the Indiana
State Highway Department.
Saying he regretted not being able
continue working with Com-
missioner Ziegler, he asked to be
relieved effective June 22 so he
could get started in his new job. 

Ziegler contemplated his own
retirement 90 days away.

He wrote, "The UAW-CIO con-
trols Governor Williams and at the
Democratic Convention. These
groups took over and nominated
John Mackie for State Highway
Commissioner. He was elected
April 1, and this means the
Highway Department will now
also be controlled by those groups
and Williams. Mackie has only
been qualified as a land surveyor
and to lay out drains in Genesee
County. He made the statement in
the press that he has never been in
on the construction of any high-
way. Neither is he experienced in
any way with Highway
Administration. He has no experi-
ence working with the Federal
Bureau of Public Roads, nor does
he have any knowledge of the use
of Federal funds allocated to our
state to be spent on the construc-
tion of Federal Highways.
Williams already has control of the
State Supreme Court and the State
Civil Service Commission, as well
as all other boards and commis-
sions in the State of Michigan. He
will really be the State Highway
Commissioner and Mackie will

only be his stooge!"
He added, "We’ve had a cottage

since 1928 at Twin Lakes north-
west of Baldwin. We have good
fishing in our lakes and there are
46 trout streams in Lake County,
and I have done very little fishing
in those streams for the last sever-
al years. … If it were not for my
love of the State of Michigan at all
times of the year, I might be
inclined to move out myself!"

At the Straits, there was another
problem. Early one morning, just
before the Vacationland returned
from the shipyard in early May, a
power cable shorted out and
burned through at St. Ignace Dock
3, cutting electricity to the ferry
aprons. To continue service, the
steamboats switched to Dock 2 for
several hours as workmen dug up
the cable and patched it. The new
dock was back in service by mid-
afternoon.

Also in early May, tourism offi-
cials launched a campaign to edu-
cate workers who served visitors
on the finer points of the Mackinac
Bridge. Local chambers of com-
merce sponsored "Bridge Edu-
cation Days," providing waitress-
es, gas station attendants, motel
clerks, and others with a boat tour
to inspect and learn about the
bridge up close. The Mackinac
Bridge Authority even provided
individual "information kits" with
answers to tourists possible ques-
tions about the structure.

To celebrate the bridge, the
Upper Peninsula Development
Bureau scheduled a meeting in St.
Ignace, for the first time. To be
held at the end of October, the
bureau’s 47th Annual Convention
would feature Governor Williams
as keynote speaker. Bureau mem-
bers hoped they could cross the
new bridge the day before it
opened to the public. Governor
Williams, of course, would also be
part of that occasion.

On May 26, crowds gathered in
nearby Cedarville to witness
another ceremony, the re-christen-

ing of the Great Lakes limestone
carrier Cedarville, owned by the
Bradley Transportation Company.
Several ferry warehouse workers
joined in the celebration, as shore
engineer Lee Specht’s son, Arnold,
was chief engineer of the vessel.
The ship would be the pride of the
region, until May 7, 1965, when
she collided with the Topdalsfjord,
a Norwegian merchant ship, ironi-
cally while trying to navigate the
Straits of Mackinac in a heavy fog.
Mortally wounded, the 603-foot
carrier sank with the loss of 12
lives.

While Michigan was about to
lose its ferry service, it didn’t want
to accidentally lose its fleet. In late
May, the state senate killed a bill
that would have set up a study
committee to determine the fate of
the ferry boats after the bridge
opened. First budgeted for
$25,000, and later reduced to only
$15,000, the committee was reject-
ed after Hillman Republican
Senator Frank Andrews said, "I
don’t favor such a committee, but
we better give instructions to sell
the boats as quickly as possible
after the bridge opens." He
revealed there would be an addi-
tional insurance bill of $198,000 to
protect the laid up vessels, and that
to put the boats in service across
Lake Michigan would cost $1.5
million for the operation and as
much as $7 million to $9 million to
build docks and facilities. Andrews
said he compiled the statistics in
the interest of working out
employment plans for displaced
ferry workers.

Those workers were also begin-
ning to get backlash over the sever-
ance pay Democrats were asking
for them, over and above the "sev-
erance" already granted by the
Civil Service Commission. In a
response to a letter in the
Republican-News, Employee Com-
mittee Chairman Richard Hankin
countered that most of the sever-
ance the men would receive was
just back pay they were already

entitled to, such as banked time
and unused sick leave. 

"Our accumulated annual leave
and longevity pay are not sever-
ance pay," he noted. "All state
workers receive these benefits, and
their jobs will not end with the
completion of the new bridge."

Hankin added, "It is true that in
1956 we were included in the state
unemployment compensation.
Prior to 1956, many state ferry
employees were forced to spend
their savings and even go into debt
to exist through the winters. To
you people who say you have a
certain obligation toward we state
ferry employees, we say this: We
are desperately in need of immedi-
ate employment at termination of
the state ferries. Also, we need
training for types of work other
than sailing. It these two things are
not available, then you can plainly
see we are in need of substantial
severance pay, one that will benefit
not only a few, but every individ-
ual state ferry employee who loses
his means of livelihood at the ter-
mination of the state ferry system."

The Civil Service Commission
was unmoved, instead mailing a
press release to papers statewide
citing all the benefits they’d
already offered to the soon-to-be-
displaced ferry workers. The men
were adamant, and rabble-rousers

among them began talking of
another strike, possibly to tie up
traffic during the peak Indep-
endence Day rush.

With the coming bridge,
Memorial Day ferry traffic no
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By Ryan Schlehuber

A
proposed

wine tasting
occu-

pied much of the discussion at the

St. Ignace
City

Council
regular

meeting M
onday, December 17, in

which
Council quickly

approved

its 2008 budget, which begins Jan-

uary 1, 2008.Janet Peterson, director of the

St. Ignace Chamber of Commerce,

received
support from

Council to

work
on
holding

wine tastings in

the indoor walkway
of the Pavil-

lion M
all, which is owned by Eliz-

abeth Brown. The city has a right-

of-way
through

the
mall, which

has access from
the front on South

State
Street

to
the

back
alley,

because the city maintains a public

restroom
in the mall.

M
rs. Peterson

said
she

would

like to
hold

a wine tasting
at the

Pavillion
once

a
week

through

next summer, however, the state’s

Liquor Control Commission
will

determine
how

many
events

she

can hold. She explained she must

apply for a license for each event

held.

The Chamber can apply for up

to 12 liquor licenses, but also uses

them
for other events, such as the

Fish Feast, which was held for the

first time last August. M
rs. Peter-

son said she could also go through

the
St. Ignace Ambassadors pro-

gram
to
acquire

multiple
liquor

licenses.
Council

members
questioned

whether an alcoholic event should

be
promoted

at a
public

facility

and turned to its attorney, Prentiss

“M
oie” Brown, Jr., for advice.

“As
long

as
you

make
sure

you’re okay with the Liquor Com-

mission
and

with
our

insurance

carrier,” he said to M
rs. Peterson.

She
said

security
will

be
in

place to be sure patrons stay with-

in
the

walkway
with

their wine.

They
will not be allowed

outside

or in
any

of the stores with
their

wine.

M
s.
Brown

operates
a
wine

shop in the mall.

Council
adopted

Ordinance

Established in 1878
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Voters Asked To OK
New

Board for Proposed Hospital

Straits area residents, visitors

wonder: W
ho will qualify for

the M
ackinac Bridge commuter

rate? The Authority will

decide Friday.

... page 3

Video shows St. Clair River has

a rocky bed that may protect

against erosion. Researchers

will continue to study its role

in low
Great Lakes levels.

... page 3

Inside...

New
Plan Eyed for Father

M
arquette M

emorial Site

Use of Arena
Room

Debated

The cat never will catch the mouse and the mouse never will eat the cheese, yet this creative cut-

ter is capturing the attention of M
ackinac Island residents. The animals trail behind the snowmo-

bile of Island paramedic and City Treasurer Rick Linn, who designed the sled. M
r. Linn has been

building the custom
cutter since October 2006. Now

finished and running around the Island, his “cat

cutter” is drawing a lot of attention. The idea started with M
r. Linn’s girlfriend, Liz Pitts, who sug-

gested
the cat cutter, and

grew
to include the humorous display. The couple has two cats, which

served as models for his design. The ears, which he said were the hardest to make, are tilted back to

help show
the urgent pursuit of the two animals as M

r. Linn and his entourage pass by. The animals

are made from
leftover house insulation, which

he has shaped, sanded
smooth, and

painted. The

back of the cat lifts up, offering a storage area for groceries and other supplies. “If it didn’t
carry

cargo,” said M
r. Linn of his creation, “it would just be silly.”

By Ryan Schlehuber

For
the

next
six

months, the

M
ackinac

Straits
Hospital

Board

will be
focused

on
establishing

a

new
nonprofit board

and
commit-

tees that will oversee the proposed

new
hospital facility and functions,

while the current board will main-

tain
the current building, much

of

the staffing, and the ability to collect

a county-wide millage. The hospital

board will ask voters to transfer hos-

pital operations
from

the
current

Mackinac Straits HospitalAuthority

to the new
corporation in the May 6,

2008, election. If
approved, the

move will finalize requirements to

acquire federal funding for the con-

struction of the new
hospital at St.

Ignace.
Federal Public Act 47

requires

that
such

a
transfer

must
have

approval
by

authority
members

before it is official, said
Rod

Nel-

son, hospital CEO. Members of the

Authority include voters in the City

of St. Ignace and in the townships of

M
oran, St. Ignace, and

Brevort,

explained Mr. Nelson at a hospital

board
meeting

Monday, December

10.

Hospital board members want to

be sure the ballot language stresses

to
voters that funding

for the con-

struction, maintenance, and
opera-

tion of the new
facility will not use

local tax dollars.
Because a new

hospital structure,

called Health Care Systems, Incor-

porated, is nonprofit and is eligible

to
receive

more
federal and

state

funding than the structure currently

in place, taxpayers will not have to

contribute
to
the

new
facility’s

debts, saidAuthority Chairman Ron

Mitchell.
“If [the voters] recognize what’s

happening here, they will jump on it

because it will get the taxpayers off

completely,” Mr. Mitchell said. “We

are going to really have to make an

effort to go out there and make sure

everyone understands it.”

The
new

corporate
structure

being
formed

to
operate

the
new

hospital will be able to receive fed-

eral financing benefits not available

to the old Hospital Authority.

The
Mackinac

Straits
Hospital

Authority will continue to exist, said

board Chairman Ron Mitchell. It’s

main purpose will be to continue to

oversee
operations

of
the

Long

Term
Care facility.

Cat and Mouse Chase Turning Heads on Island

By Paul Gingras

A
plan

to
augment

the

economies of the Straits region by

developing
the

Father M
arquette

National M
emorial site under the

auspices
of the

M
ackinac

Island

State
Park

Commission
was dis-

cussed
by

State
Representative

Gary
M
cDowell, members of St.

Ignace city government, city resi-

dents, the M
oran Township Board

of
Trustees, and

the
Sault

Ste.

M
arie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

M
onday, December 3, at city hall

in St. Ignace.M
r.
M
cDowell

told
The

St.

Ignace
News

he
is
planning

to

gather public input at a hearing in

St. Ignace this January, and if the

community
is
agreeable, he

will

introduce
three

bills
designed

to

draw
tourists

to
the

Straits
of

M
ackinac. No

date
has been

set

for the hearing.
The

56-acre
site

is
in

St.

Ignace, on the bluff directly west

of I-75 near the M
ackinac Bridge.

It is part of Straits State Park and

is
jointly

administered
by

the

Department of Natural Resources

(DNR) and the Department of His-

tory, Arts and Libraries (HAL). An

interpretive native heritage muse-

um
was proposed for the site last

summer by some of the same plan-

ners who attended the December 3

meeting.
The

first
bill

is
designed

to

transfer ownership of Father M
ar-

quette
National

M
emorial

from

the
Department

of
Natural

Resources (DNR) to the M
ackinac

Island
State

Park
Commission,

which is an agency within HAL.

The second
bill would

expand

the commission by two members,

adding
one

from
the

St. Ignace

area and another from
a federally

ByAmy Polk

Dave Simpson
of Hessel is the

2007
Clark

Township
Ambulance

Corps
Volunteer of the

Year. He

received a plaque commemorating

the
honor at the

volunteer corps’

annual meeting and dinner Saturday

night, December 8, and was nomi-

nated for the award by fellow
vol-

unteers.
“One

of the
best things

about

Dave is he’ll fill in wherever possi-

ble, wherever
it’s

needed
most,”

said
Ambulance

Corps
Captain

Kathy Kasper.
M
r. Simpson

is
a
three-year

ambulance
corps

member.
M
rs.

Kasper
said

she
was

actually

recruiting
his wife, Claudia, when

he also decided to join. Mrs. Kasper

By Ryan Schlehuber

Disagreement
between

fitness

center users and
members of the

St. Ignace Hockey Association
is

brewing over the issue of convert-

ing the Little Bear East fitness cen-

ter’s
cardiovascular

room
in
St.

Ignace
into

a
temporary

locker

room
for visiting hockey teams for

the remainder of the season.

The
St.

Ignace
Recreation

Advisory Committee, which over-

sees the St. Ignace City Recreation

Department programs and
opera-

tion
of
Little

Bear
East, agreed

during
its

meeting
W
ednesday,

December 12, that it wants to see

plans
before

it allows
a
visiting

team
to
use

the
room

for locker

space during tournaments with the

St.
Ignace Firehawks M

idget AA

team.

Adding
a
temporary

locker

room
for

visiting
players

would

allow
Firehawks

players
to
keep

their equipment in one of four per-

manent locker rooms, instead
of

having to pack it up during tourna-

ment
play, which

the
team

has

been doing since it was formed last

year.

There are five remaining Satur-

days that the room
would be used

as a temporary locker room
if the

plan is approved, said Erica M
att-

son
of the

St. Ignace
Recreation

Department. The
hockey

season

goes through February.

The request by the hockey asso-

ciation was brought to the commit-

tee
at its last meeting

November

28, at which time it formed a sub-

committee
to
study

the
idea

of

moving
heavy

cardiovascular

equipment,
like

treadmills,
up

against
a
wall

and
installing

a

mobile curtain or wall for protec-

tion. Wooden benches would then

be
put in

when
a
visiting

team

occupies the room.

This
would

allow
the

Fire-

hawks team
to
have a permanent

locker room, said Paula Goudreau,

manager of the team.

The
subcommittee

brought no

recommendation to the December

meeting, other than to suggest the

city
building

inspector
approve

any
construction

plans,
which

have yet to be created.

Both
M
rs. Goudreau

and
Fire-

hawks Head Coach Joe Esson have

said they would be responsible for

upkeep and any expenses incurred

to
create

the
temporary

locker

room. The team
would be respon-

Would Be Developed Under Park Commission

Rebekah Valloric of Tecumseh, 6, tells Santa Claus what she

wants for Christmas during the Law-W
hite Veterans of Foreign

W
ars and Ladies Auxiliary Children’s Party in Cedarville Satur-

day, December 15. W
hile in

town
visiting

family, she enjoyed

attending the party, where children watched the movie “TheYear

W
ithout Santa Claus,” visited the jolly old elf, and received can-

dy and a toy. This year, volunteers served more than 60 children.

Countdown to Christmas Eve

Youth Hockey Team

Seeking More Space

City OKs W
ine Tasting Event, Adopts Budget

Dave Simpson Is Ambulance

Corps Volunteer of the Year

Chet Kasper Jr. (left) received
a longtime service award, Dave

Simpson
(center) was named

Clark
Township

Ambulance Corps’

Volunteer of the Year for 2007, and M
ark M

erchberger received a

plaque to commemorate his many years of service as the Ambulance

Corps Captain before he turned the position over to Kathy Kasper

this year. (Photographs by Ken Drenth)

Clark Township
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The St. Ignace News Office will close at 1 p.m.

M
onday, Dec. 24, and will be closed

Tuesday, Dec. 25 and Tuesday, Jan. 1 for the

Christmas and New
Year holidays.
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D
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C
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DS:
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FACING 
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WILLIAM L. KEOGH, P.C.

Former Cheboygan & Presque Isle
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• All Felonies and Misdemeanors
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(231) 625-2100

Autos Across Mackinac: John Mackie Is Elected Highway Commissioner
*Continued from page 9

Republican Commissioner Ziegler was replaced by Democrat John C. Mackie, who took his oath of
office on July 1, 1957 and immediately set about helping ferry workers find new employment. Mackie
would be in charge of the Michigan State Ferry operations for only four months, but would also have to
try to dispose of the boats and docks, once the Mackinac Bridge opened and the ferry service came to an
end. (Michigan Department of Transportation)

At his retirement party June 10, 1957, Michigan State Highway
Commissioner Charles Ziegler received a new television set, a
vibrating reclining chair, a camera, and a slide projector, along with
other "parting gifts."  Here he enjoys the recliner onstage, at the
party, while his wife looks on. (Michigan Department of
Transportation)

*Please turn to page 11


