
By Ryan Schlehuber
Three simple rules apply when

competing in a radio-control race
car tournament: Go fast, turn left,
and don’t wreck. For more than 50
racers from across the state, one
more rule applied during a tourna-
ment at Kewadin Shores Casino in
St. Ignace Saturday, May 3 – have
fun.

Casey Brake of St. Ignace,
owner of KC Hobbies and
Raceway, who has coordinated
weekend tournaments in St. Ignace
throughout the winter, hopes this
tournament will become an annual
event and that more people, of all
ages, will get involved.

“We had racers ranging in age
from six to 63 years old,” he said.
“There were over 100 people here
at the event and in town, and a lot
of them brought their families and
enjoyed a weekend vacation and a
day of racing.”

Sixteen classes of radio-con-
trolled cars were represented in 18
heats. Each car had its own design
and style by its owner. The fastest
class, the hypodrive modified pan
car class, a mini version of
NASCAR racing, featured cars
that run as fast as 60 miles per
hour.

The oval track, inside the “tent”
section of the casino, was a little
more than 320 feet in circumfer-
ence, providing racers with two
sides, 130 feet long, of straight-
away track to speed down.

There was a second track with
obstacles that racers enjoyed, as
well.

Each racer had his own “pit sta-
tion” to prepare the cars for racing.
Many racers, like Jon Rohn of
Carson City, who travel through-
out the state to race in tourna-
ments, brought three cars to the
tournament. Mr. Rohnsaid he
enjoyed the event.

“Overall, it went pretty good,”
said Mr. Brake. “I was really
happy with it.”

Casey Morningstar of St.
Ignace, a self-proclaimed radio-
controlled racer “gearhead,” said
many tournaments like Mr.
Brake’s are started by fellow gear-
heads and are supported, like a
club, by those who enjoy the
hobby.

Mr. Brake is raising money to
upgrade the tournament’s comput-
er system to be able to include
more racers and more races next
year.

“I’m expecting to bring in twice
the number of racers for next
year,” said Mr. Brake, who plans to
hold a similar tournament next
May.

Mr. Brake will continue week-
end racing in St. Ignace this
October, holding it in the small
gymnasium of St. Ignace
Elementary School.

If he receives enough interest,
he may also hold a tournament at
the end of June, during the annual
Antique Auto Show in St. Ignace.

Local racers at Saturday’s tour-
nament included Mr. Morningstar,
Josh Colegrove, Mr. Brake’s six-
year-old son, Casey III, and Lance
DeKeyser with his two children,
Chase and Logan.

Contact KC Hobbies and
Raceway at (231) 445-0958 for
information about future events.
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“Drawing on decades of 
research, Brian Dunnigan presents 
a STUNNING COLLECTION of 
pre-photographic images of 
Mackinac that includes maps, 
plans, drawings, engravings, 
and paintings complemented by 
a comprehensive, thoroughly 
researched and eminently 
readable text.  NO COLLECTION 
OF MICHIGAN HISTORY IS 
COMPLETE without a copy of this 
superb volume.”
—PHIL PORTER, DIRECTOR, MACKINAC STATE 
HISTORIC PARKS

“Brian Dunnigan’s AMAZING 
COLLECTION of images of 
Mackinac takes his readers on a 
fascinating tour, a magic carpet 
experience, of Mackinac before 
1860. Anyone interested in the 
history of Mackinac and the Great 
Lakes will find this work to be an 

INDISPENSABLE RESOURCE. And, A Picturesque Situation is a ‘good read’ besides.”
—KEITH R. WIDDER, RETIRED CURATOR OF HISTORY, MACKINAC STATE HISTORIC PARKS, AND AUTHOR OF BATTLE FOR THE SOUL: MÉTIS 
CHILDREN ENCOUNTER EVANGELICAL PROTESTANTS AT MACKINAW MISSION, 1823–1837

“This collection of RARE IMAGES and comprehensive text allows the reader privileged 
glimpses into the fascinating past of the Straits area. ESSENTIAL READING for all those 
who love Mackinac Island.”
—R. D. MUSSER III, PRESIDENT OF GRAND HOTEL, MACKINAC ISLAND

A PICTURESQUE SITUATION
MACKINAC BEFORE PHOTOGRAPHY, 1615–1860

Brian Leigh Dunnigan

9.5 X 11, 396 PAGES, 330 ILLUSTRATIONS, $75.00 CLOTH
A publication in the Great Lakes Book Series

Although much has been written about the history of the Straits of Mackinac, most works focus on relatively 
narrow aspects of its history. Michigan historians and those interested in life in the pre–Civil War United 
States will appreciate the broad and striking picture of the Straits that A Picturesque Situation paints.

SEE THE ISLAND BOOKSTORE TO PICK UP YOUR COPY TODAY!

ISLAND BOOK SIGNING 
MEET AUTHOR BRIAN DUNNIGAN AT THE ISLAND BOOKSTORE 

JUNE 28 FROM 1:30 TO 3:00 PM

Hessel 
HOME 

BAKERY

NOW OPENNOW OPEN
Tuesday - Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

2928 M-134,
Hessel, MI

(906) 484-3412

BAKING BY BUD LOWERS 

More Than 50 RC Racers Gather To Enjoy Kewadin Track at St. Ignace

More than 50 people participated in KC Hobbies and Raceway’s radio-controlled car racing tourna-
ment at St. Ignace’s Kewadin Shores Casino Saturday, May 3. Racers enjoyed competing on a 320-foot
oval track.

St. Ignace’s Casey Morningstar (right) has been competitively
racing radio-controlled cars for five years. Robert McMurphy of
Cheboygan said he has been doing so for 10 years, but also remem-
bers getting into the hobby years before when small, battery-pow-
ered, palm-sized “stompers” were the trend.

Jon Rohn of Carson City performs final maintenance on one of
his three radio-controlled cars at his “pit station” before races begin.

Event Draws
Racers From

Around Michigan Above: Race event coordina-
tor Casey Brake of St. Ignace
readies to announce the next
race. On the right, a line of rac-
ers with controllers in hand
stand on a raised platform for a
better look at the track.

Deni Mahlmeister of
Mackinaw City is selecting
families for exchange students
in 2008-09. A host family need
not have teens of its own, nor
provide the student with a pri-
vate bedroom. Ms. Mahl-
meister is a community coordi-
nator with Program of
Academic Exchange (PAX).

For more information, con-
tact Ms. Mahlmeister at (231)
436-7003.

Host Families
Sought for Youth


