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UTDOOR 

LIVE on State Street

Rock -n- Roll

Saturday, 
June 28

Stone Soup Band

Thursday, 
June 26

Open Mic Night
5-9 p.m.

Friday, 
June 27

Stone Soup Band

Village Inn
Hotel, Restaurant 

& Lounge
250 S. State Street, 

St. Ignace • (906) 643-9511

Home of the 
Planked Whitefish

Land Clearing ~ Site Preparation
Foundation Excavation

Septic Tanks • Systems • Drain Fields
Water & Sewer Installations________________________________

COMMERICAL SNOWPLOWING________________________________
115 Elliott Street • St. Ignace • 906-643-9595

Get It Fast!
Subscribe to the Online Edition

of The St. Ignace News.

Get the same
paper, in PDF
format that
looks just
like the
printed
version 

and in
HTML

format
that can be

read and
enjoyed, each

story at a time.

And the best part - it’s usually available to read on
Tuesday night, sometimes before the printed 

version is even on the press.
We’ll even let you know via e-mail when it’s ready!
Subscribe online 24/7 using your credit card.

Or phone 906-643-9150 
Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A great last minute gift, too!
Just $35 for a whole year.

www.stignacenews.com

By Ryan Schlehuber

A
proposed

wine tasting
occu-

pied much of the discussion at the

St. Ignace
City

Council
regular

meeting M
onday, December 17, in

which
Council quickly

approved

its 2008 budget, which begins Jan-

uary 1, 2008.Janet Peterson, director of the

St. Ignace Chamber of Commerce,

received
support from

Council to

work
on
holding

wine tastings in

the indoor walkway
of the Pavil-

lion M
all, which is owned by Eliz-

abeth Brown. The city has a right-

of-way
through

the
mall, which

has access from
the front on South

State
Street

to
the

back
alley,

because the city maintains a public

restroom
in the mall.

M
rs. Peterson

said
she

would

like to
hold

a wine tasting
at the

Pavillion
once

a
week

through

next summer, however, the state’s

Liquor Control Commission
will

determine
how

many
events

she

can hold. She explained she must

apply for a license for each event

held.

The Chamber can apply for up

to 12 liquor licenses, but also uses

them
for other events, such as the

Fish Feast, which was held for the

first time last August. M
rs. Peter-

son said she could also go through

the
St. Ignace

Ambassadors
pro-

gram
to
acquire

multiple
liquor

licenses.
Council

members
questioned

whether an alcoholic event should

be
promoted

at a
public

facility

and turned to its attorney, Prentiss

“M
oie” Brown, Jr., for advice.

“As
long

as
you

make
sure

you’re okay with the Liquor Com-

mission
and

with
our

insurance

carrier,” he said to M
rs. Peterson.

She
said

security
will

be
in

place to be sure patrons stay with-

in
the

walkway
with

their wine.

They
will not be allowed

outside

or in
any

of the stores with
their

wine.

M
s.
Brown

operates
a
wine

shop in the mall.

Council
adopted

Ordinance

Established in 1878
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Voters Asked To OK
New

Board for Proposed Hospital

Straits area residents, visitors

wonder: W
ho will qualify for

the M
ackinac Bridge commuter

rate? The Authority will

decide Friday.

... page 3

Video shows St. Clair River has

a rocky bed that may protect

against erosion. Researchers

will continue to study its role

in low
Great Lakes levels.

... page 3

Inside...

New
Plan Eyed for Father

M
arquette M

emorial Site

Use of Arena
Room

Debated

The cat never will catch the mouse and the mouse never will eat the cheese, yet this creative cut-

ter is capturing the attention of M
ackinac Island residents. The animals trail behind the snowmo-

bile of Island paramedic and City Treasurer Rick Linn, who designed the sled. M
r. Linn has been

building the custom
cutter since October 2006. Now

finished and running around the Island, his “cat

cutter” is drawing a lot of attention. The idea started with M
r. Linn’s girlfriend, Liz Pitts, who sug-

gested
the cat cutter, and

grew
to include the humorous display. The couple has two cats, which

served as models for his design. The ears, which he said were the hardest to make, are tilted back to

help show
the urgent pursuit of the two animals as M

r. Linn and his entourage pass by. The animals

are made from
leftover house insulation, which

he has shaped, sanded
smooth, and

painted. The

back of the cat lifts up, offering a storage area for groceries and other supplies. “If it didn’t carry

cargo,” said M
r. Linn of his creation, “it would just be silly.”

By Ryan Schlehuber

For
the

next
six

months, the

M
ackinac

Straits
Hospital

Board

will be
focused

on
establishing

a

new
nonprofit board

and
commit-

tees that will oversee the proposed

new
hospital facility and functions,

while the current board
will main-

tain
the

current building, much
of

the staffing, and the ability to collect

a county-wide millage. The hospital

board will ask voters to transfer hos-

pital
operations

from
the

current

M
ackinac Straits HospitalAuthority

to the new
corporation in theM

ay 6,

2008, election. If
approved, the

move will finalize requirements to

acquire federal funding for the con-

struction of the new
hospital at St.

Ignace.
Federal Public

Act 47
requires

that
such

a
transfer

must
have

approval
by

authority
members

before it is official, said
Rod

Nel-

son, hospital CEO. M
embers of the

Authority include voters in the City

of St. Ignace and in the townships of

M
oran, St. Ignace, and

Brevort,

explained
M
r. Nelson

at a hospital

board
meeting

M
onday, December

10.

Hospital board members want to

be sure the ballot language stresses

to
voters that funding

for the con-

struction, maintenance, and
opera-

tion of the new
facility will not use

local tax dollars.
Because a new

hospital structure,

called Health Care Systems, Incor-

porated, is nonprofit and is eligible

to
receive

more
federal and

state

funding than the structure currently

in place, taxpayers will not have to

contribute
to
the

new
facility’s

debts, saidAuthority Chairman Ron

M
itchell.
“If [the voters] recognize what’s

happening here, they will jump on it

because it will get the taxpayers off

completely,” M
r. M

itchell said. “We

are going to really have to make an

effort to go out there and make sure

everyone understands it.”

The
new

corporate
structure

being
formed

to
operate

the
new

hospital will be able to receive fed-

eral financing benefits not available

to the old Hospital Authority.

The
M
ackinac

Straits
Hospital

Authority will continue to exist, said

board
Chairman

Ron
M
itchell. It’s

main purpose will be to continue to

oversee
operations

of
the

Long

Term
Care facility.

Cat and M
ouse Chase Turning Heads on Island

By Paul Gingras

A
plan

to
augment

the

economies of the Straits region by

developing
the

Father M
arquette

National M
emorial site under the

auspices
of the

M
ackinac

Island

State
Park

Commission
was dis-

cussed
by

State
Representative

Gary
M
cDowell, members of St.

Ignace city government, city resi-

dents, the M
oran Township Board

of
Trustees,

and
the

Sault
Ste.

M
arie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

M
onday, December 3, at city hall

in St. Ignace.M
r.
M
cDowell

told
The

St.

Ignace
News

he
is
planning

to

gather public input at a hearing in

St. Ignace this January, and if the

community
is
agreeable, he

will

introduce
three

bills
designed

to

draw
tourists

to
the

Straits
of

M
ackinac. No

date
has

been
set

for the hearing.
The

56-acre
site

is
in

St.

Ignace, on
the bluff directly

west

of I-75 near the M
ackinac Bridge.

It is part of Straits State Park and

is
jointly

administered
by

the

Department of Natural Resources

(DNR) and the Department of His-

tory, Arts and Libraries (HAL). An

interpretive native heritage muse-

um
was proposed for the site last

summer by some of the same plan-

ners who attended the December 3

meeting.
The

first
bill

is
designed

to

transfer ownership of Father M
ar-

quette
National

M
emorial

from

the
Department

of
Natural

Resources (DNR) to the M
ackinac

Island
State

Park
Commission,

which is an agency within HAL.

The second
bill would

expand

the commission by two members,

adding
one

from
the

St. Ignace

area and another from
a federally

ByAmy Polk

Dave Simpson
of Hessel is the

2007
Clark

Township
Ambulance

Corps
Volunteer

of
the

Year. He

received
a plaque commemorating

the
honor at the

volunteer corps’

annual meeting and dinner Saturday

night, December 8, and was nomi-

nated for the award by fellow
vol-

unteers.
“One

of the
best things

about

Dave is he’ll fill in wherever possi-

ble, wherever
it’s

needed
most,”

said
Ambulance

Corps
Captain

Kathy Kasper.
M
r.
Simpson

is
a
three-year

ambulance
corps

member.
M
rs.

Kasper
said

she
was

actually

recruiting
his wife, Claudia, when

he also decided to join. M
rs. Kasper

By Ryan Schlehuber

Disagreement
between

fitness

center users and
members of the

St. Ignace
Hockey

Association
is

brewing over the issue of convert-

ing the Little Bear East fitness cen-

ter’s
cardiovascular

room
in
St.

Ignace
into

a
temporary

locker

room
for visiting hockey teams for

the remainder of the season.

The
St.

Ignace
Recreation

Advisory Committee, which over-

sees the St. Ignace City Recreation

Department programs and
opera-

tion
of
Little

Bear
East, agreed

during
its

meeting
W
ednesday,

December 12, that it wants to see

plans
before

it allows
a
visiting

team
to
use

the
room

for locker

space during tournaments with the

St. Ignace
Firehawks M

idget AA

team.

Adding
a
temporary

locker

room
for

visiting
players

would

allow
Firehawks

players
to
keep

their equipment in one of four per-

manent locker rooms, instead
of

having to pack it up during tourna-

ment
play,

which
the

team
has

been doing since it was formed last

year.

There are five remaining Satur-

days that the room
would be used

as a temporary locker room
if the

plan is approved, said Erica M
att-

son
of the

St. Ignace
Recreation

Department. The
hockey

season

goes through February.

The request by the hockey asso-

ciation was brought to the commit-

tee
at its last meeting

November

28, at which time it formed a sub-

committee
to
study

the
idea

of

moving
heavy

cardiovascular

equipment,
like

treadmills,
up

against
a
wall

and
installing

a

mobile curtain or wall for protec-

tion. W
ooden benches would then

be
put in

when
a
visiting

team

occupies the room.

This
would

allow
the

Fire-

hawks team
to
have a permanent

locker room, said Paula Goudreau,

manager of the team.

The
subcommittee

brought no

recommendation to the December

meeting, other than to suggest the

city
building

inspector
approve

any
construction

plans,
which

have yet to be created.

Both
M
rs. Goudreau

and
Fire-

hawks Head Coach Joe Esson have

said they would be responsible for

upkeep and any expenses incurred

to
create

the
temporary

locker

room. The team
would be respon-

Would Be Developed Under Park Commission

Rebekah Valloric of Tecumseh, 6, tells Santa Claus what she

wants for Christmas during the Law-W
hite Veterans of Foreign

W
ars and Ladies Auxiliary Children’s Party in Cedarville Satur-

day, December 15. W
hile in

town
visiting

family, she enjoyed

attending the party, where children watched the movie “TheYear

W
ithout Santa Claus,” visited the jolly old elf, and received can-

dy and a toy. This year, volunteers served more than 60 children.

Countdown to Christmas Eve

Youth Hockey Team

Seeking M
ore Space

City OKs W
ine Tasting Event, Adopts Budget

Dave Simpson Is Ambulance

Corps Volunteer of the Year

Chet Kasper Jr. (left) received
a longtime service award, Dave

Simpson
(center) was named

Clark
Township

Ambulance Corps’

Volunteer of the Year for 2007, and
M
ark

M
erchberger received

a

plaque to commemorate his many years of service as the Ambulance

Corps Captain before he turned the position over to Kathy Kasper

this year. (Photographs by Ken Drenth)

Clark Township
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The St. Ignace News Office will close at 1 p.m.

M
onday, Dec. 24, and will be closed

Tuesday, Dec. 25 and Tuesday, Jan. 1 for the

Christmas and New
Year holidays.

Deadlines for December 27 Issue:

D
ISPLAY A

DS:

Wednesday, Dec. 19, at 5 p.m.

C
LASSIFIED A

DS:

Thursday, Dec. 20, at 1 p.m.

Deadlines for January 3 Issue:

D
ISPLAY A

DS:

Wednesday, Dec. 26, at 5 p.m.

C
LASSIFIED A

DS:

Thursday, Dec. 27, at 1 p.m.

Bonnie Leach, of Pickford, enter-
tained her sisters and cousins at a
luncheon June 6. Those who attend-
ed were Beverly (Rye) Waybrant of
St. Ignace, Avis (Rye) Davis from
North Carolina, Emily Hamilton,
and Linda Horton from Sault Ste.
Marie, and Fern Schouten and
Nancy Cornwell of Pickford. Ms.
Leach reported that they reminisced,
caught up to date on the latest news,
and all had a fun time. 

Another landmark is gone after
approximately 104 years. The old
John Rye farmhouse burned in the
early hours June 14, on Townline in
Pickford. Wava Leach and Margeen
Wise reported that their grandfather,
Albert Rye, built the homestead in
approximately 1904. Mr. Rye lived
there, as well as his daughter, Wava
(nee Rye) Leach, who still lives next
door. Mr. Rye had a sister, Sarah, and
a brother, Oscar. 

Wava sold the old Rye homestead
to the Ewer family, who are the pres-
ent owners. The Ewer family was
uninjured. 

The Community Garage sale was
a great success. The old Touch of
Mexico Building on the corner of
129 and Townline has been used for
storage for years, and the Templeton
brothers, Blake, Dean, and Scott,
and sons held a fabulous yard sale to
clean out the building. 

Kip Cline of Weston Road in
Pickford is a junior at Michigan
Technological University studying
ecology and environmental science.
His was one of the Pickford garage
sales listed on the  map, where I had
the opportunity to take a picture of
him holding the copper ore that he
has been working with this past year. 

A group of 4-H members took

At right:
Kip Cline, a

Pickford
High School

Class of 2006
graduate and

junior at
Michigan

Technological
University in

Houghton,
holds copper
nuggets from

the western
Upper

Peninsula.

A group of 4-H members who worked at a car wash fundraiser Saturday, June 14, includes (back row,
from left) Christy Papin, Kimmie Papin, Victoria Portice, Grace DeYoung, Bobby Rye, Bill DeYoung,
Austin Beamish, Paula DeGreif, Alicia Portice; (front row) Cassie Beamish, and Steven Batho.

At right:
Blake

Templeton
stands in front

of the old
“Touch of

Mexico” build-
ing on the cor-

ner of M-129
and Townline

Road in
Pickford during

Pickford’s
Community
Garage Sale

Saturday, June
14.

Engadine High School senior
graduation was a positive event.
Many seniors took it upon them-
selves to hug me and our board
president after receiving their
diplomas. It added a nice note of
appreciation to the ceremony.
Scholarships awarded to select
seniors at graduation totaled close
to $45,000, with the largest schol-
arship going to John Troyer from
St. Norbert's College for $28,000.
Congratulations to John and his
family. Other scholarship recipi-
ents included Tristina Browning,
Samantha Dunne, Cody Mischel,
Michael Bennett, Jamie Maison,
Shauni Rutledge, Carrie Sadler,
Leann Gribbell, and Joel Vanhise.
A report and photographs of the
commencement ceremony was
published in The St. Ignace News
June 12.

State mandated year-end assess-
ments for all ninth grade students
were administered last week, with
most students performing well on
these new assessments. For those
students who did not meet the
minimum criteria, they will be
required next fall to retake those
test items failed. All students must
show mastery in all core area
classes (English/ Language Arts,
mathematics, science, and social
studies). Next year, freshmen and
sophomores will be taking quar-
terly assessments instead of an
end-of-year assessment. It makes
no sense to wait until the end of
the semester or school year to
provide remedial assistance to
students who do poorly on the var-
ious core area tests.

Last week most of our teachers
(K-12) participated in a three-day
training on improving student
written language skills. This in-
service focused on sentence/para-
graph construction and theme
development. Engadine, like most
schools, has had relatively weak
test scores on written language,
and this in-service is an attempt to
counter this trend.

We said goodbye to Lil
Grabowsky and Nancy Fulton last
week. They were recognized for
their long-term professional com-
mitment to meeting the needs of
exceptional students. In their
place, we recently hired Jessica
Winsor for the elementary
resource position, Julie Wileman
for the secondary resource posi-
tion, and Diane Selinger for the
multiply-impaired classroom. All
of these candidates are highly
skilled and experienced in special
education programming.

Engadine Schools is in the ini-
tial stages of a major building ren-
ovation and repair program. Work
has begun on renovating a num-
ber of classrooms that include
dropping the ceiling, rewiring,
and updating the heater units.
Most of these rooms have not
been renovated since the 1967-68
school year. This week, our build-
ings will be re-keyed to improve
security. All work is to be com-
pleted before school resumes
September 2. I anticipate that the
building will be closed for most
of the summer, especially during
August.

Have a great summer.

HOME OF THE EAGLES•KNOWLEDGE LETS YOU SOAR

Engadine Consolidated Schools
by Stu Hobbs

Superintendent

The Great Start Parent
Coalition is interested in starting
new parent support groups
including a special needs group,
and play groups in Sault Ste.
Marie, Goetzville, Drummond

Island, DeTour, Paradise, and
Strongs. 

Those interested in forming a
support group are asked to con-
tact Chasidy Keyser by e-mail at
chasidykeyser@yahoo.com.

Great Start Interested in Parent Support

part in a car wash to raise money for
the Pickford 4-H Club. Rob Rye
hoped for a nice crowd of people to
help serve that cause. 

Pickford
By Audrey Hutchison

484-7825

There are several positive sides
to the recent rainfalls: The flowers in
bloom are more beautiful than ever,
the grass and trees are a healthy
green, and the rainbows have been
spectacular, as well as the lightning.
The downside to all this is mowing
the grass more often, and more bug
bites than usual. 

Activities in the village continue.
Sunday, June 22, the Community
Choir will perform the “Kick Off the
Summer” concert at Sacred Heart
Church in DeTour at 3 p.m. The
choir will also perform at
Drummond Island Lutheran Church
Tuesday, June 24, at 7:15 p.m.
Tickets are not required for either
performance. Donations are accept-
ed, as the money is put toward schol-
arships for DeTour High music and
art students for summer camp. The
concerts are sponsored by the E.U.P.
Fine Arts Council.

The DeTour Village Fine Arts
Festival will be Saturday, June 28,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Ontario
Street. The day will be filled with
music, art, and food. For more infor-
mation, contact Nancy Mordecai at
(906) 297-8082. Nancy has been
chairperson each year since the first,
three years ago. 

Members of the Botanical
Gardens will have a booth at the fes-
tival selling plants and more infor-
mation concerning the annual gar-

den walk scheduled for Saturday,
July 19. Garden membership forms
will also be available.

The summer reading program for
young children sponsored by
Friends of the Library will be
Tuesday mornings in July. The
theme for this year’s program is
“Catch the Reading Bug.” 

The DeTour Reef Light Pre-
servation Society has scheduled the
ninth annual Evening Under the
Stars to be Saturday, July 12. The
evening includes cocktails, hors
d’oeuvres, a gourmet dinner,  des-
sert, music, and a silent auction. The
affair will be  on the shore of Lake
Huron, at Bayside Dining on
Drummond Island.

The DeTour Passage Historical
Museum opened Memorial Day
weekend with a new look. Thanks to
the work of several of the board
members and others from the com-
munity, cabinets have been moved,
new displays have been hung, and
old displays have been rearranged.
Those who spent time creating the
new look, include Elna VanHouten,
Ruth Ann Hudak, Judy Jones, Red
Adams, George Leonard, Alan
Grevel, and Jerry Warner. There is
still much work to be done, such as
labeling many of the pictures and
other artifacts, and finishing some
displays. Members are still awaiting
completion of the restoration of the

bell and its cradle from the old
DeTour School, to create a display
of school memories.

Hosts at the museum this year
are: Elna VanHouten, Sunday;
Dorothy Pudelko, Monday; Bill
Scott, Tuesday; Julie Rucker,
Wednesday; Ruth Ann Hudak,
Thursday; Norma Cross Landreville,
Friday; Vesta Knuth, Saturday.
Alternates include: Rosie Felser,
Mary Rogers, George Leonard, Barb
Boerger, Albert and Joanne
Fountain, and Judy Jones. The
museum is now open through Labor
Day, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Contact
any board member if you would like

to plan special
visits. If you
would like to
offer your help in
any way, call board secretary  Judy
Jones at (906) 297-3231.

A mention in last week’s col-
umn regarding Sandy Wytiaz’s role
in “On Golden Pond” was inadver-
tently omitted.  Sandy, not a new-
comer to the stage, perfectly por-
trayed the character Ethel Thayer,
and has been involved with other
productions.

A thought: A good neighbor is
one who lets his grass grow as high
as yours.

August 5th Primary

VOTEVOTE DAWN L. NELSONDAWN L. NELSON
For Third Term Commissioner District 3

Mackinac County
What has happened in three and one half years?

• Elected Chairperson of County Board for Four Years by her fellow Commissioners
• Initiated razing the “Old” Community Action building
• Saved taxpayers approximately $400,000 by operating without the Administrator’s Office
• Elected to represent Mackinac County on the “Michigan Counties Workers Compensation Board

I will need the help of all my supporters in the Primary Election!

Paid For By Team One, 
The Committee to Elect Dawn Nelson

DeTour By Barbara Buschbacher
297-8075 • bbann@sault.com


