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Brown Bats Are Making Their Presence Known Again in Straits Area

By Patricia Martin
Mackinac Island Town Crier

To quote from “Alice in
Wonderland” - “Twinkle, twinkle
little bat. How I wonder where
you’re at. Up above the world so
high, like a tea tray in the sky.
Twinkle, twinkle little bat, how I
wonder where you’re at.”

I’ve been worried about our lit-
tle furry, flying “mice.” I had seen
a few flying around in the spring
on Mackinac Island but until
recently, I hadn’t been aware of
many out and about. The middle of
July is usually the time they
appear in abundance, and locals
had been looking for them to help
with the overabundance of mos-
quitoes that we’ve experienced
this year, owing to all the rain
we’ve had. Another reason I was
concerned is because of the
decline in bat population, which
has been occurring in eastern
North America. Anyway, I was
delighted yesterday, when stop-
ping in at the city hall, a young
boy came running into the stair-
well yelling, “There are four bats,
no five, no six bats!”” in Mackinac
Island’s Community Hall.

It turned out that there were
seven bats altogether. A friend of
mine commented at the time that
she had been in a restaurant the
other evening, when some visitors
were complaining because a bat
flew in. My friend explained to
them that she was happy to finally
see them flying about.

By the way, in China, bats are a

symbol of happiness, and are often
woven into or embroidered onto
fabric or painted onto porcelain.
Frankly, I rather like these mam-
mals, although not in my house.

Bats are the only true flying
mammals. Worldwide, there are
more than 950 species of bats, and
they make up more than one quar-
ter of the species of mammals. On
Mackinac Island, bats are the most
common mammal.

The most frequently seen bat at
Mackinac is the little brown bat or
little brown myotis (Myotis lucifu-
gus). This small bat is only three to
four inches long and weighs in at
only 0.2 to 0.4 ounces. The coat of
this bat is olive brown to dark yel-
lowish brown on the back and a bit
paler underneath. It also has black
ears. These bats occur across most
of North America, and live as far
north as any bat species. In the
winter, they hibernate in caverns
and abandoned mines, where the
air temperature is between 36 and
40 degrees Fahrenheit, and the
humidity is between 80% and
100%. These bats can go into true
hibernation because they have the
ability to raise and lower their
body temperature. By lowering the
body temperature, they can lower
their metabolism, reducing their
need for energy and food, and
therefore they can go into hiberna-
tion. Some mines have been found
to house more than 300,000 little
brown bats, though most have
fewer. This bat will form loose
clusters with other bats during

Little Brown Bat

hibernation, unlike many of the
other northern bats. They usually
leave their caves in April, and will
fly up to 210 miles to their sum-
mer homes.

After winter hibernation, the
male little brown bats are found
solitary roosting in hollow trees (I
found one in a hole made by a
pileated woodpecker), and behind
shutters and awnings.

Females, on the other hand,
form maternal colonies that are
often found in barns, houses,
churches (“bats in the belfry”),
and can consist of up to 300 or
more adults. This species of bat
can tolerate much warmer temper-
atures (up to 100 degrees
Fahrenheit) than some of the other
northern species, which is why

they’re often found in attics
around here.

These bats forage for food any-
time during the night, but are most
active during the two or three
hours after sunset, and eat a vari-
ety of insects. Their favorites are
the larval stages of aquatic insects.
Therefore, they 're often found for-
aging over ponds, lakes, and
streams. A little brown eats thou-
sands of insects each night, and a
lactating female can eat more than
her own weight in one evening.

Little brown bats mate in late
summer, but the female stores the
sperm until April, after she has
woken from her winter nap. The
gestation period is about 60 days,
but may vary. If the temperatures
are cold, and it’s rainy, and few

4-H Summer Campers Enjoy Cedar Campus Near Cedarville

A 4-H Summer Camp took place Tuesday, June 24, through Thursday, June 26, at Cedar Campus near Cedarville, drawing 64 youth,
teens, and adults from Mackinac and Luce counties. Activities included swimming, kayaking, archery, puppetry, skits, games, cooking,
campfires, and a beach party. (Photograph by Joyce Belonga, Mackinac County 4-H)

Shipping Confirmations a Problem for Licensees

Liquor Control: From page 3
Commissioner Gagliardi echoed
her statements.

“I am disappointed,” he said,
adding that problems with service
and distribution will only hamper
the business northern Michigan
licensees need in the summer.

Distribution itself wasn’t the
only problem licensees voiced.
Another concern, expressed by
Mary Callewaert of Mary’s Bistro
and The Island House hotel, was
the inaccuracy of shipping confir-
mations. Although licensees
receive e-mail confirmations of
their orders, she said, the delivery
dates are often wrong by two or
three days. Sometimes, she said,
orders don’t show up at all.

“I always get my shipment two
days after I am supposed to,” she
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said. “Every Wednesday and
Friday is a surprise. It’s hard to
know what to order, because I
might get last week’s order, or
this week’s, or both at the same
time.”

James Larocca, beverage man-
ager for Grand Hotel, added that
he once received confirmation for
delivery May 28 after placing an
order on June 5.

“When I get a delivery date,”
he said, “it’s off.”

Mr. Moskwa said his orders are
always two days late, arriving on
Thursday instead of Tuesday, as
promised.

Both Mr. Larocca and Ms.
Callewaert said they had no prob-
lems with ordering last year.

Another problem with the
ordering system, Mr. Larocca

said, is the lack of customer serv-
ice on weekends. While licensees
are supposed to order on Sunday,
they cannot call anyone with
questions until Monday.

“I try to get our order in by the
deadline, but since the deadline is
on the weekend, there’s no emer-
gency call-in number,” Mr.
Larocca said.

Mr. Pizzuti said he hopes to
have most of the kinks of the
merger ironed out as soon as pos-
sible.

“We view the Island as so
important,” he said. “We want to
have good service.”

The commission will take all
comments into account for a
future discussion with Great
Lakes Wine and Spirits, Mr.
Gagliardi said.
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insects are flying, the females may
go into torpor, which lessens the
demand for energy but also slows
fetal growth. This may explain the
slightly late appearance of bats
this summer. With the cold and
rainy spring that we had, things
may have slowed down. It takes
about a month after the single pup
is born before it can forage on its
own. This is why it always seems
that we have a lot of bats sudden-
ly appearing in mid-July, when the
young leave their moms and go
out on their own.

This is also when I get hit with
bats while biking around the
Island in the evenings. I always
figure it’s like giving car keys to
teenagers; young bats, like kids,
haven’t had a ton of practice, and
may make some miscalculations
in flight.

These bats live longer than
most bat species; in fact, one book
I read called them the Methuselahs
of the bat world, as they live up to
33 years in the wild (males live
longer than females). Birds like
hawks, owls, gulls, and other
predators may occasionally eat
these mammals. Exterminators
sometimes  kill ~ populations,
instead of just sealing up entrances
into attics when the bats are out. In
addition, if bats haven’t stored up
enough fat to get them through a
long winter, which is more com-
mon in the young, they will some-
times run out of fat stores in
February or March, and starve to
death during hibernation.

Now we’re beginning to see
massive die-offs of bats in caves
in five East Coast states, and little
browns are among the bats affect-
ed. No one knows exactly why
these bats are dying, but many of
them have a white fungus on their
faces, giving it the name “white-
nose syndrome.” Thousands of
bats are dying. Caves that once
housed thousands of bats are now
being found with only a few hun-
dred.

Not only are scientists finding
white fungus, but also odd behav-

ior patterns. Clusters of hibernat-
ing bats have been migrating
oddly close to cave entrances, and
starving bats have been seen leav-
ing the cave during the winter.
Some of the bats are dying of star-
vation during hibernation, their fat
stores depleted. It is not known if
the fungus is killing the bats, or if
it is merely affecting bats whose
immune system is already com-
promised by something else.
Hibernation naturally lowers the
body’s immune response, and may
make them more vulnerable to
cold-resistant pathogens. The
caves are usually between 36 and
40 degrees Fahrenheit in the win-
ter. Most fungi don’t grow well in
these types of conditions, even
though they like the high humidity
of the caves. This white fungus
may be able to survive and grow,
despite the cold temperatures, or it
could be some other environmen-
tal factor affecting the bats, per-
haps an off-shoot of environmen-
tal development or farming.

It is interesting to note that all
six species of bats that have been
affected so far (Eastern Pipistrell,
little brown, big brown, northern
long-eared, small footed, and
Indiana) are all nocturnal, insect-
eating bats that hibernate in caves
during the winter and slowly burn
body fat, staying only marginally
warmer than the cave or mine.
Several of the bats affected are of
the species that live on Mackinac.
While research is continuing, we
have to hope that this “white-
nosed syndrome” doesn’t spread
out of the Northeast and reach our
furry little friends.

Keep an eye out for the bats.
Thank them for eating insects, and
remember, they represent happi-
ness, so I hope they bring some to
you.

Trish Martin is a year-around
resident of Mackinac Island, has
earned a master’s degree in
botany from Central Michigan
University, and owns Bogan Lane
Inn. She writes weekly for the
Mackinac Island Town Crier.

Movies Playing August 8-15

Kingston Theatre
Cheboygan - (231) 627-5376
Adutts (12-59) 57+ Child (3-11) 5% + Seniors (60+) 5%

Courtyard Cinema
Mackinaw City « (231) 436-7890
Adults (12-59) 57% + Child (3-11) 5% + Seniors (60+) *5°
Matinées (until 4 p.m.) All Seats 5%

The Mummy PG-13]

Tomb of the Dragon Emperor

Daily at 1:00, 3:00, 7:00, & 9:00

The Dark Knight PG-13]

Daily at 1:00, 3:45, & 7:00, & 9:30

Pineapple Express [R]
Dalily at 1:00, 3:15, 7:00, & 9:15

Tropic Thunder [R]
Wednesday & Thursday at 1:00, 3:00, 7:00, & 9:00
Step Brothers R]

Friday-Tuesday at 1:00, 3:00, 7:00, & 9:00

The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 2
Daily at 1:00, 3:15, 7:00, & 9:15

The Dark Knight

Daily at 1:30, 4:00, 7:00, & 9:30

Journey to the Center of the Earth
Daily at 2:15, 4:15, 7:00, & 9:00

The Mummy PG-13
Tomb of the Dragon Emperor

Daily at 2:00, 4:00, 7:00, & 9:00

Step Brothers

Daily at 2:15, 4:15, 7:15, & 9:15

Mamma Mia PG-13

Daily at 2:00, 4:15, 7:00, & 9:15

"NORRIS CONTRACTING INC.
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* PAVING

+ GRADING

* SITE WORK

- SAND & GRAVEL

FULLY INSURED

& BONDED

FREE Estimates
Residential «+ Commercial
Driveways * Parking Lots

.

Mackinac Trail, Sault Ste. Marie

906-632-1200

“Work Done Today With Tomorrow In Mind”

Ken Norris, Owner

CONCRETE

Colored, Stamped Designs

Many Colors & Designs to Choose From!

Let us help you enhance the beauty and
value of your business or residence. We can
show you what we have done in the area -

Licensed & Insured 20 Years Experience

Call Norris Contracting

Curb, Gutter &
Flatwork

we believe you will be impressed!

All the accessories you need!

Cellular

conneciion

288 State St.,
St. Ignace
643-8058

2637 Ashmun St.

Sault Ste. Marie, MI

906-253-2500
Behind Taco Bell



