
Council 
Proceedings
(Unofficial)

The regular meeting of the St. Ignace
City Council was held on Tuesday,
September 2, 2008 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building. 

The meeting was called to order at
8:04 p.m. by Mayor Grondin with the
Pledge of Allegiance. 

At this time, Mayor Grondin requested
a moment of silence in memory of Jim
Brown, the 23rd City Attorney for the
City of St. Ignace.

Councilmember Gustafson gave the
invocation.

Present: Councilmembers Della-
Moretta, Fullerton, Gustafson,
LaLonde, Tamlyn-Massaway, Wyse,
Mayor Grondin.

Absent: None.

Staff Present: Eric Dodson, City
Manager; Prentiss M. Brown, Jr., City
Attorney; Renee’ Vonderwerth, City
Clerk; Eugene Elmer, Assessor/
Treasurer; Les Therrian,
Superintendent of Utilities; Paul Sved,
Bldg.Insp; Bucky Robinson,
Fire Chief; Deb Evashevski, DDA
Director. 

Corrections of August 18, 2008: None.
Corrections of August 18, 2008
Charter Review: None.
Corrections of August 27, 2008: It
was moved by Mayor Grondin, sec-
onded by Councilmember Della-
Moretta to excuse Councilmember
Wyse from the meeting due to other
commitments.
Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of
August 18, Charter Review on August
18, and Special Meeting on August 27,
2008 were approved as written.

Additions to the Agenda:

None.

1. COMMUNITY COLLEGE
PRESENTATION:

City Manager Dodson informed
Council that a dynamic group of local
leaders has organized to fulfill a need
for continuing education. Called the
Great Waters Center for Lifelong
Learning, it encompasses St. Ignace,
Mackinac County and other outlying
areas. In addition, City Manager
Dodson stated that they requested to be
on the agenda, however, they were not
present at this time.

2. DEBIT CARD POLICY:

City Manager Dodson presented the
Debit Card Policy for review, as had
been suggested by Council for the first
meeting in September. City Manager
Dodson stated it has worked reason-
ably well, however, he requested City
Council to approve an addition to it.
The heading, “under no circumstances
should debit cards be used for,” should
include online purchases.

It was moved by Councilmember
Fullerton, seconded by
Councilmember Della-Moretta to
approve the recommendation of the
City Manager. Motion carried unani-
mously.

3. ASH BORER REPORT: 

City Manager Dodson informed
Council that in regard to the 50 percent
grant received by the City for a mana-
gerial study of the Ash trees in St.
Ignace, the evaluation and inventory of
trees is in progress. 

4. STATE REVOLVING FUND
PROJECT – SEWER PROJECT:

City Manager Dodson informed
Council that notification was received
Thursday afternoon that the State of
Michigan granted approval of the

Deficit Elimination Plan. At this
time, City Manager Dodson extended
a special thanks to all individuals
involved for their efforts in getting this
resolved. In addition, City Manager
Dodson informed Council that the
Michigan Municipal Bond Authority
would authorize the purchase or sell
the bonds for the SRF project tomor-
row. 
In addition, the closing will be on
September 22, 2008. 

At this time, Mayor Grondin returned
to item #1 and asked City Manager
Dodson to introduce the group of local
leaders representing the Great Water
Center for Lifelong Learning. City
Manager Dodson welcomed the group
who addressed the Council and asked
for their support.

After hearing comments by the group,
it was moved by Mayor Grondin and
seconded by Councilmember LaLonde
to support the theory. 

5. BUDGET SCHEDULING:

City Manager Dodson requested
Council’s input for scheduling a work
session on the 2009 budget. It was the
consensus of Council that the
CityManager present a preliminary
2009 budget at the first meeting in
October and schedule work sessions
for November, thereby, giving
Councilmembers ample time to review
the budget.

6. MANAGER EVALUATION
DISCUSSION:

Mayor Grondin presented evaluation
forms to all the Councilmembers to be
completed for evaluation of the City
Manager. Mayor Grondin requested
that they be returned on or before
September 15 after which he will com-
pile and prepare a report to be present-
ed to Council the first meeting in
October. 

In addition, Mayor Grondin informed
Council that the negotiation committee
met and agreed to
follow the same process as last year.

7. RESOLUTION FOR MAR-
ITIME GRANT COLLABORA-
TION:

RESOLUTION
CENTERS FOR REGIONAL

EXCELLENCE GRANT
The Eastern Upper Peninsula
Maritime Experience Initiative

The following Resolution was offered
by Councilmember Gustafson, sup-
ported by Councilmember LaLonde:

A resolution supporting participation
in the Governor’s Centers for Regional
Excellence Program along with the
City of St. Ignace, the Downtown
Development Authorities of St. Ignace
and Sault Ste. Marie, the Great Lakes
Shipwreck Historical Society, the
DeTour Reef Lighthouse Preservation
Society and the St. Ignace Convention
and Visitor’s Bureau. 

WHEREAS the City of St. Ignace
recognizes that the maritime facilities
and services available in the City are
essential to the well-being of the com-
munity and important in attracting
people to the community, and

WHEREAS regional collaboration
may be one avenue to pursue to main-
tain or enhance some of the maritime
services and facilities we now offer,
and
WHEREAS regional collaboration
may afford us flexibility in our budget-
ing without diminishing the way of life
in our community, and 

WHEREAS regional collaboration
may help us save money as well as
providing effective and efficient serv-
ices, and

WHEREAS regional collaboration
has proved in many areas to be an

effective land use tool, and

WHEREAS regional collaboration
may help both our region and our own
community be more economically
competitive,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED that the City of St. Ignace
agrees to participate in the Centers for
Regional Excellence Program to
achieve collaboration in “Eastern
Upper Peninsula Maritime Experience
Initiative,”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that the City of St. Ignace will send a
representative to participate in these
discussions, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that the citizens of the City of St.
Ignace will be kept fully informed and
provided opportunities for input into
the process.

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Councilmember Fullerton,
Gustafson, LaLonde, Tamlyn-
Massaway, Wyse, Mayor Grondin,
Councilmember Della-Moretta.

No: None.

Absent: None.

Resolution declared Adopted.

8. CHARTER REVIEW
UPDATE:

City Manager Dodson informed
Council that he has been in contact
with the Michigan Municipal League
and they are lining up the City with an
expert in the charter review process to
review the suggestions compiled by
the City Council and will keep Council
updated as he receives the information.

9. DISASTER OPERATION –
DIRE STRAITS:

City Manager Dodson informed
Council that a multi-day maritime dis-
aster operation drill will be held in the
Straits next week, adding that he will
represent the City as the liaison officer
to communicate events with concerned
citizens.

10. SANITARY SEWER BID
OPENING – MURRAY STREET:

City Manager Dodson updated the
Council on the project stating that the
scope of the project has been changed
to include additions to the contract, so
the bid opening has been moved to the
September 15th Council Meeting.

Consideration of Bills:

Councilmember Gustafson inquired on
the bill from F&F Tree Trimming and
asked where the work was done and
why the DPW didn’t do it. Les
Therrian stated the work was done on
Truckey and Medora Streets and that
the DPW is not equipped to take down
trees with certain conditions, however,
they did haul away the debris. 

Councilmember Gustafson also
inquired about the bill from Mackinac
County Treasurer for delinquent taxes
for Fort deBuade, asking where it
would be expensed and if there will be
further taxes paid. City Manager
Dodson informed him that it was
expensed out of the funds from the
Sault Tribe, and there will not be a
2008 property tax bill.

Councilmember LaLonde inquired on
the bill from A& I for Red Hacker
expenses and asked if 
this is reimbursed through the rev-

enues generated by the event. Les
Therrian stated that it is reimbursed.
In addition, Councilmember LaLonde
inquired on the bill from Great
Outdoor Movies in the amount of
$4200.00. City Manager Dodson stat-
ed that it is the bill from the outdoor
movie event last year, adding that the
fund raising was excellent but the fol-
low up for receiving the sponsorships
has been poor. Councilmember
Wyse inquired if the obligations by the
sponsors will be recovered. City
Manager Dodson informed him that
they would definitely be recovered.

Public Comment:

Mary Nichols inquired if there will be
compensation taken by Council for
their attendance at the special meeting
regarding the deficit elimination plan
approval, and if there has been any
consideration of not receiving it.
Mayor Grondin informed her that all
seven members are within their rights
to claim the meeting, if they so choose.

Mary encouraged the City Council to
consider foregoing compensation for
this meeting in the better interest of the
City.

The following bills were presented to
Council for payment:

A & I Midwest Printing Co. 1920.60
Airgas North Central . . . . . . . .138.85
Alltel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .l63.60
AT&T Long Distance  . . . . . . . .79.07
AT&T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .927.26
AT&T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .169.64
AT & T Mobility  . . . . . . . . . . . .49.83
Barnich, Kavanaugh, & Cooper, Inc.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .793.00
Belonga’s Plumbing and Heating

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .104.25
Biological Research Solutions

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .325.00
Blarney Castle Oil Co. . . . .78,170.30
Buck Sales, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . .58.78
Cheboygan Cement Products, Inc.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .659.40
Cintas-729  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69.24
Edison Sault Electric Company

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .755.66
F & F Tree Trimming  . . . . . . .800.00
Feed Station  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37.50
GBS, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .213.06
Glashaw Electric  . . . . . . . . . . .177.58
Great Outdoor Movies  . . . . .4200.00
Hyde Equipment Co.  . . . . . . .424.66
Idexx Distribution Corp.  . . . . .125.38
Ink & Toner Alternative  . . . . . .99.98
Inverness Dairy  . . . . . . . . . . . .409.40
KSS Enterprises – Petoskey  . .825.34
Lipnitz True Value/Moran Lumber

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .346.99
Mackinac County Treasurer  .1775.94
Mackinac Plumbing and Heating Co.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .192.28
Maxwell Medals & Awards  . .569.39
Merle’s Lock and Trophy Shop  . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .140.00
Northern Fire & Safety  . . . . . .301.00
Office Depot  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .90.10
Rescue Equipment Sales & Service

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .103.50
Sport Supply Group, Inc  . . . ..319.84
St. Ignace News  . . . . . . . . . . .153.60
State of Michigan Corrections

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4873.32
Michigan Dept. of Environmental
Quality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .300.00
Straits Building Center  . . . . . .533.21
Valley Truck Parts . . . . . . . . . . .37.61
ETNA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4201.65
Grand Total  . . . . . . . . . .$105,535.81

There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 

Mayor Paul Grondin
Renee’ Vonderwerth, City Clerk
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Proposal for a New Fire Hall for 

Brevort Township
Moran, Michigan

Sealed proposals for the New Brevort Township Fire Hall located at
N4019 Church Street, Moran, Michigan, 49760 will be received at the
Offices of R.S. Scott Associates, Inc., 396 N. State Street, St. Ignace,
Michigan, 49781 until 2:00 p.m., local time, October 1, 2008.
Mark outside of envelope with “Brevort Township Fire Hall Bid”.
Bids will be publicly open and read aloud at 7:00 p.m., local time,
October 1, 2008, by the Brevort Township Board at the Brevort
Township Hall, N4020 Church Street, Moran, MI 49760.
Proposals will include Site work, General, Mechanical and Electrical
Trades.
Contractors are encouraged to visit the site prior to bidding.
Copies of the Contract Documents, Plans and Specifications may be
obtained at the offices of: R.S. Scott Associates, Inc., 369 N. State
Street, St. Ignace, MI 49781 (tel: 906-643-9584) upon payment of a
non-refundable deposit of $45.00 per set. Persons desiring copies to
be mailed shall include an additional $10.00 per set to cover the cost
of mailing. Call ahead for plan availability.
Bidder will be required to comply with various Federal, State and Local
Laws. 
All proposals shall be made in accordance with Information for
Bidders, Plans and Specifications. The right is reserved by the Brevort
Township Board to accept any proposal and to waive informalities in
bidding when it is deemed to be in the interest of the project.
Each bidder must deposit with his bid: Bank Draft, Certified Check, or
Bid Bond executed by the bidder and acceptable sureties, in an
amount equal to five percent (5%) of the bid and payable to The
Brevort Township Board. The successful bidder will be required to fur-
nish Performance Bonds, Labor and Material Bonds each in the
amount of 100% of the contract amount or 20% of the contract
amount, in a cash escrow account naming the Owner, or a 25% of the
contract amount, irrevocable letter of credit from a financial institution.

Brevort Township Board
Ed Serwach, Supervisor

NOTICE
CLARK TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION
will hold a

PUBLIC HEARING
To Hear Comments on the

DRAFT MASTER PLAN & SELECTED
ZONING ORDINANCE REVISIONS

Visit our website at www.clarktwp.org to view Draft Master Plan and
Zoning Ordinances.

Also available to view at Clark Township Hall & Les Cheneaux Com-
munity Library.

Written comments may be mailed to Clark Township Clerk, P.O. Box
367, Cedarville, MI 49719, faxed to 906-484-3119 or sent by email to
clerk@cedarville.net

From 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 30, 2008

at
Clark Township Community Center

M-134, Cedarville

NOTICE OF INTENT 
To File Application For Federal Assistance
The Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians intends to apply
for grant funding assistance for a water system improvement
project.  The project will include replacing watermains and serv-
ice lines within the Tribal Housing – St. Ignace Subdivision. The
application for federal assistance will be filed, within sixty (60)
days, with the United States Department of Agriculture – Rural
Development office.

All comments and inquiries should be directed to:

Ms. Joni Talentino, Acting Director
Tribal Housing Authority
154 Parkside
Kincheloe, MI 49788
(906) 495-5598

One Toss From
The Poorhouse

Dear Mark: The casino I play in
offers 100X odds, and I figure that
by taking them I am offering
myself the best opportunity to win.
So what are your thoughts on a sole
$2 pass line wager backed up with
100X odds? I feel I have a better
chance of coming out ahead than
by betting $2 and double odds and
trying to grind it out. 

Tim H.

I am going to apply, Tim, the
Woody Hayes axiom of football to
your gambling question: There are
three things that can happen when
you throw the ball, and two are nega-
tive; an incompletion or an intercep-
tion. The same holds true when tak-
ing 100X odds on a solitary wager.
You could lose, and simultaneously,
get wiped out, all in one throw of the
dice.

Taking odds, Tim, can be an expen-
sive proposition, especially when
dealing in multiples of 100X odds.

True, with the house edge on this
bet a puny 0.09%, you are getting one
of the best bets the casino has to offer,
but, as minuscule as 0.09% is, you are
exposing your entire bankroll ($202)
to embrace this wager.

It takes just one seven wielding its
ugly face and you’ll be begging for
badly needed free drinks in the keno
lounge. Oops, many casinos don’t
even have keno lounges anymore
where you can score complimentary
cocktails; instead you’ll be waiting
down at the bus lobby waiting for
them to call your departure.

I’ll be the first to agree that the sug-
gestion in your question is a sound
gambling strategy, and I especially
like your pursuit of a $2 table. But let
us all not forget one important thing:
All craps bets come at a cost. Craps is

a negative expectation game, mean-
ing that, no matter how you bet, even
a $2 wager with 100X odds, the
house has an edge on your action.

Acrap game that offers 100X odds
is for players who typically wager
between $25-$50 per hand, not a $2
player. It takes more than nerve to
put your entire $202 bankroll on the
line and wait for a 4 to roll. Capiche?
Your reply, Tim, should be, Capisco!

Dear Mark: When playing Deuces
Wild, I occasionally do hit four
deuces, but have yet to ever hit a
royal flush. Are the odds similar in
hitting them?

Jenny R.
Using proper basic strategy, you
should hit four deuces once in
approximately 5,000 hands.
Certainly, that makes four deuces
fairly rare, but still eight times more
frequent than a royal flush, which
occurs once every 40,000 hands.

Gambling Wisdom of the Week:
“Deception is what you do to others.
Delusion is what you do to yourself.” 

~John Vorhaus,
Killer Poker

Got a question about gambling?
Write to: Deal Me In, P.O. Box 1234,
Traverse City, Michigan 49685 -e-
mail: pilarski@markpilarski.com •
To order Mark Pilarski’s “Hooked
on Winning” audio cassettes-lami-
nated win cards package ($12.95
plus $2 S&H) call 1-800-WIN-
NERS.

Mark Pilarski

DEAL ME IN

Get It Fast!
Subscribe to the Online Edition

of The St. Ignace News.

Get the same
paper, in PDF
format that
looks just
like the
printed
version 

and in
HTML

format
that can be

read and
enjoyed, each

story at a time.

And the best part - it’s usually available to read on
Tuesday night, sometimes before the printed 

version is even on the press.
We’ll even let you know via e-mail when it’s ready!
Subscribe online 24/7 using your credit card.

Or phone 906-643-9150 
Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A great last minute gift, too!
Just $35 for a whole year.

www.stignacenews.com

By Paul Gingras

In 1956, a young motorhead

named Ed Reavie pulled up to

LaSalle High School in his first car,

a red, 1953 Ford Sunliner convert-

ible, a vehicle, he recalls, that stood

right “at the top of the food chain”

in the automobile world.

“I felt like a pretty cool kid in

high school driving that, let me tell

you,” he said. 

Convertibles have always been

prized highly by car enthusiasts, so

this weekend, as organizer of the

12th Annual Antiques on the Bay

show in St. Ignace, M
r. Reavie

chose to feature them.

As many as 60 are expected to

be displayed at the St. Ignace M
ari-

na, where they will be admired

along with all manner of cars and

trucks 1983 and older, against the

blue backdrop of M
oran Bay and

the boats in the harbor.

“It’s the perfect setting for an

antiques show,” M
r. Reavie said.

Antique car owner J.R. Hostetler
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Prized Convertibles To Lead Antiques on the Bay

•  A
new movie by M

ackinac

Island filmmakers shows the

summer resort area as few

tourists have seen it.

... page 3

• Yacht racers at Hessel are

preparing to host a regatta for

sailors from several states.

... page 3

• USCG
Station St. Ignace 

welcomes Decker in Change 

of Command ceremony.

... page 13

Inside... Hughey Is Lilac Parade M
arshal

Questions Linger; City

Delays Claiming Tower

Quilters’Art Is Focus at Pickford

Heckman To
Lead Road

Commission

First Car Show of Summer Is This W
eekend at St. Ignace

John Hillock (right) sells raffle tickets to Bev Nayback at the

entrance to the Pickford Historical Society Quilt Show Saturday,

June 14. Arliss Fountain is seated in the background. All are Pickford

residents. The winning ticket holder will receive the quilt pictured

between M
rs. Nayback and M

r. Hillock, a sampler quilt stitched by

volunteers as a fundraiser for the Historical Society. Each square

represents an individual quilt pattern, and is named and auto-

graphed by the maker. 

At left: In his 36th

consecutive year of lead-

ing M
ackinac Island’s

annual Lilac Festival

Parade Sunday, June 15,

Donald “Duck” Andress

proudly displays his

Native American regalia

and American flag.

Behind him are fellow

tribal members Carl

Andress, Tony M
iron,

and John Perrault, who

finished the parade on

foot after his horse

became skittish.

By Ryan Schlehuber

It was at least 30 years since

Bob Hughey last enjoyed M
ack-

inac 
Island’s 

Lilac 
Festival

parade, but last Sunday, June 15,

he was featured in it as the grand

marshal.
M

r. Hughey, who now resides

in St. Ignace with his wife, Pat,

has a storied past on M
ackinac

Island, beginning in 1943, when,

at 17, he arrived from Boyne City

with only $7 in his pocket and

high hopes of finding a job. He

was soon the night watchman at

Grand Hotel, and the hotel pro-

vided him with a room at the

W
illiam Backhouse Astor cottage

on Cadotte Avenue.

“It was the most beautiful

room I’ve ever stayed in,” said

M
r. Hughey, now 82. “I thought

they made a mistake, that’s how

nice it was.”

He 
opened 

Little 
Bob’s

Restaurant on Astor Street in

October 1948. It boasted dollar

dinners, fast service, and “World

Famous Key Lime Pies.”

The restaurant was a landmark

on M
ackinac Island for nearly 50

years, closing in 1994.

“That 
restaurant 

is 
badly

missed,” said Jeannette Doud,

local historian and correspondent

for The St. Ignace News. “M
any

families still come to the Island

and look for it. It was such a won-

derful place.”Bob Hughey also owned the

Captain’s Table restaurant, on the

corner of Astor and M
ain, now

the site of M
ay’s Fudge, and

operated the Fort M
ackinac Tea

Room.
He was one of the few spon-

sors of the inaugural Lilac Day

Parade in 1949, when there were

only a few floats, two bands, and

no more than 200 visitors to

watch it. His float included his

brother, Donald, dressed in loin-

cloth, moccasins, and a western

Indian chief’s headdress, accom-

panied by three Indians on a blan-

ket, and a deer hide fastened to

poles. The float received first

place, he said.
He attributes the Island’s tradi-

tional event to Evangilene “Ling”

Horn, a childhood friend.

“She lived her whole life on

M
ackinac Island and conceived

the idea [of a celebration of

lilacs] when she was a very

young girl,” M
r. Hughey wrote

in a Letter to the Editor in the

Town Crier last July.

Because of family responsi-

bilities, M
rs. Horn appealed to

This 1929 Hudson Dual Cowl Phaeton convertible will be one of

the featured convertibles on display for the 12th Annual Antiques on

the Bay show in St. Ignace Saturday, June 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission to the show is free of charge. The display will follow an

antique car procession over the M
ackinac Bridge from M

ackinaw

City to St. Ignace Friday at 4:30 p.m. (Photograph courtesy of Nostal-

gia Productions)

By Karen Gould

W
ith no warranty agreement and

lingering questions over the Ever-

green Shores water tower, the St.

Ignace City Council unanimously

agreed to postpone accepting own-

ership of the structure during its

M
onday, June 16, meeting. Any

decision regarding the structure now

will wait until Council meets again

July 7. Council members say they

will seek a five-year warranty for

the tower and may require a surety

bond.

The tower cracked in a M
arch

2007 storm, after it had been raised

26 feet by Pittsburgh Tank and Tow-

er.

The city's consultant in the mat-

ter, Dixon Engineering of Lake

Odessa, gave its report M
onday

night on why the tower failed, stat-

ing that stiffeners were improperly

installed. The tower has since been

repaired, but since Pittsburgh’s ele-

vated tank division has since been

purchased by Phoenix Fabricators

and Erectors, the city should be

careful about which company it

wants to warrant the extension, said

Dixon Engineering’s president, Bill

Dixon, who attended the meeting

M
onday.

City attorney Prentiss  Brown, Jr.

was asked to clarify which company

should provide the warranty.

The $80,000 extension to the

city’s water tower was paid for by

the Sault Ste. M
arie Tribe of

Chippewa Indians so as to provide

service to its M
ackinac Trail hotel,

casino, and housing development.

Les Therrian, director of the

Department of Public W
orks, told

council he had expected to receive a

warranty agreement as late as M
on-

day 
afternoon, 

but 
none 

was

received.
Council 

briefly 
considered

accepting the tower contingent on

the receipt of a three-year to five-

year warranty. Councilmen Paul

Fullerton and W
illie LaLonde

questioned accepting the tower

without seeing the warranty.

A
one-year warranty would nor-

mally be acceptable, but M
r. Dixon

said this is an extraordinary situa-

tion and an extended warranty is a

reasonable request under the cir-

cumstances. A
warranty usually

begins when a tank is operational,

which would have been in M
arch

when the tank was filled with water.

At left: One of the exhibitions

at the Pickford Historical Soci-

ety’s June 13 and June 14 quilt

show was this creation by Verna

Zwolinski of Pickford, a self-

taught quilter who never took a

quilting class, and drew her

own, freehand pattern tem-

plates on cardboard and plastic

lids from food containers. Fami-

ly members estimate she made

more than 200 quilts between

the ages of 57 and 65. 

By Amy Polk

Dirk Heckman was selected as

the new engineer/manager at the

M
ackinac County Road Commis-

sion Tuesday, June 10. He will

replace Karrie Abbitt, who held the

position less than a year, and his

start date is undetermined at this

time. M
r. Heckman now works in a

similar position at the Chippewa

County Road Commission, and the

M
ackinac 

County 
board 

was

unsure when his contract would

release him. Commissioner Lester

Livermore estimated it could be a

month or more before he can start

working for the M
ackinac County

Road Commission. 

M
r. Heckman was one of four

people who submitted applications,

and one of only two qualified for

the position by applying for the

engineer/manager 
job. 

Of 
the

remaining two candidates, one

applied as an engineer only and one

applied as a manager only. M
r.

Heckman is a LaSalle High School

graduate and now lives in St.

Ignace Township. Commissioners

are working on a contract and

salary to offer M
r. Heckman.

M
ichigan Department of Trans-

portation (M
DOT) has slashed its

summer 
maintenance 

budget,

blaming what it calls a severe win-

ter and higher snow removal costs

for less available money for sum-

mer 
maintenance. 

M
DOT

cut

$11,800 from the maintenance

budget and will not clean ditches

this year. M
DOT

will mow only

once along state routes this year,

since the grass cutting and weed

control fund was cut by more than

half, from $7,565 to $3,565.

County 
Road 

Commission

Chairman Frank Luepnitz read the

list of changes aloud during the

meeting, including a $2,100 reduc-

tion in tree and shrub removal

funding and a $446 reduction (from

$500) for preventive maintenance.

There is no funding for several oth-

er areas like drainage and backs-

lope work, bridge structure mainte-

nance, bridge signs, traffic signal

maintenance, and pavement mark-

ing.

Tree and shrub removal has

been reduced to downed trees and

stumps only, and only when they

By Amy Polk

Clark Township Planning Com-

mission gave Andrew M
cM

illan

permission to build an oversized

boat shelter on his M
arquette

Island lot Tuesday, June 10. Illus-

trating why some property owners

seek larger boathouses in the Les

Cheneaux Islands, M
r. M

cM
illan

said the 1,030-foot, open-sided

structure is necessary to provide

shelter for two antique Chris Craft

boats that should not be exposed to

the elements. One is an all-origi-

nal, 26-foot, 1930 Chris Craft run-

about. 
The project includes placing

the shelter inside a large, existing

boat slip on the property, removing

an 85-foot section of dock along-

side the slip, leaving a 25-foot sec-

tion, and rebuilding a crib dock,

angled to protect the slip.  

M
r. M

cM
illan said historic

accounts of the property describe a

100-foot-long boathouse at the site

before it was destroyed by a fire,

so the structure he wants to build

“is much less square footage than

the original.”The boathouse will be 30.6 feet

by 32 feet in size and 14 feet tall

from the dock. The zoning ordi-

nance allows only 1,000 square

feet for properties with 201 to 500

feet of water frontage. M
r. M

cM
il-

lan believes his property has about

350 to 400 feet of frontage, but

measurement turned in with the

project differed from that, noted

Zoning and Building Administra-

tor Frank Sims, prompting com-

missioners to ask for a verified fig-

ure.

The planning commission also

asked that the boat shelter be fitted

with decorative elements and be

more appealing and required M
r.

M
cM

illan to turn in elevation

drawings for a site plan review.

Three commissioners will review

the plans, which are a stipulation

for issuing the building permit. 

Contractor 
M

ike 
M

cM
aken

said he and M
r. M

cM
illan had

already discussed design enhance-

ments for the boathouse, which he

said will have shingles and a

gabled roof and will match the

house in color. 
Commissioner John Grenier’s

motion to approve the boathouse

included the rationale that the

structure is not intruding into the

waterway because it will be

behind a breakwall, that it is close

to the shore, and that there will be

no habitation in the structure.

Commissioners M
ike M

iller

and Steve Honnila will represent

the planning commission at the

Saturday, June 28, annual meeting

at 10 a.m., where they will explain

the master plan and zoning ordi-

nance revision process. 

Hired To Replace Abbitt

Bob Hughey, grand

marshal for the 59th

annual Lilac Festival

Parade.

Oversized Boathouse Gets OK at Clark Twp.
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