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Antique Tractor Clubs Enjoy the Opportunity To Be First To Cross Mackinac Bridge
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antique tractor parade.

Mr. Socolovitch, a retired iron-
worker, had helped build the
Mackinac Bridge. When the center
span was completed on the bridge in
1957, he was working on the north
tower and at the end of the day, Mr.
Socolovitch was the second person
to cross the bridge and walk home,
he recalled.

‘When they told me I was going
to be Grand Marshal and second in
the [tractor] parade,” he said, “I
said, ‘Hey, that’s two twos in a row.’
So I was very happy.”

He drove a 1951 Farmall MD
prototype tractor with a Detroit
diesel engine in the parade. Only
four of the models were made.
Another man, he said, has the other
three, and now wants his.

Mr. Socolovitch is not selling.

“I just hope they ask us back
again next year,” said Dave Hunt of
Big Rapids. “I’ve never seen so
many smiles in one day as I did
today.”

Mr. Hunt is a member of the
Greasy Fingers Two Cylinder Club,
and he drove a 1950 Model A John
Deere.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime
thing for us old boys to be the first to
take a tractor across the Mackinac
Bridge,” he said.

Leonard Schreier of Pellston had
four tractors in the parade. He drove
a 1952 Model 40 John Deere.

Mr. Schreier was joined in the
parade by his son, Lee, who traveled
from Flint, and his daughter,
Tammra Baker, who drove north
from Detroit to participate in the
parade. His neighbor, Norm Warner,
drove the fourth tractor.

“I loved every minute of it,” Mr.
Schreier said. “I looked forward to it
since February. I felt very honored
to be a part of it. It’s just something
you’ll remember for the rest of your
life.”

Mr. Schreier helped organizer
Bob Baumgras with event prepara-
tions in Mackinaw City.

“I wish that it had been my idea,”
he said. “It’s just a wonderful
thing.”

Mr. Schreier, like Mr. So-
colovitch, said he would readily join
the parade again.

“If they’re going to run it tomor-
row,” he said, “I’ll come back.”

Mr. Baumgras got the idea for
the event by looking at the
Mackinac Bridge Web site.

“My intention was to see tractors
cross the Mackinac Bridge,” he
said, following the parade. “That
was my goal.”

The parade turned into a family
event, he said, even though only one
person was allowed to ride on each
tractor.

“What those families did was
they came and watched and they
took the pictures,” he said. “They
were on the Mackinaw [City] side,

Led by the Michigan State Police from the St. Ignace Post, the antique tractors reached the Mackinac
Bridge toll plaza about 1 p.m. Friday, September 12. Gary Pollock (waving) of Howell, a retired crash
test engineer with General Motors, drove the first tractor across the bridge, a red 1940 Farmall H. He
was followed by former Mackinac Bridge ironworker Ed Socolovitch of Cheboygan, who served as
Grand Marshal of the parade. He drove a rare 1951 Farmall MD prototype tractor. Only four of the

machines were ever made.

and then they drove their vehicles
over to the St. Ignace side and
watched. They watched the parade
again. So I think in a way it did kind
of work out.”

Operating on only 20 minutes of
sleep, he was shaking hands and
gathering comments from partici-
pants Friday evening.

By Sunday, September 14, he
told The St. Ignace News, the City of
St. Ignace and Kewadin Shores
Casino already had invited the event
to return, and he plans to talk with
the Mackinac Bridge Authority and
Mackinaw City about the idea in the
next few days.

“It’s looking good,” he said of a
potential return. He already has
worked out solutions for a few prob-
lems he faced during the planning
process.

He now realizes arranging the
first tractor crossing was more work
than he had anticipated. Improving
communications between tractor
clubs and participants would be his
number one priority if the event
moves forward.

A small business owner, he owns
Owosso Tractor Parts. He credits
Operations Manager Dean Steiner at
the Mackinac Bridge for clearly
communicating what would be
required.

“Dean Steiner is a man who is
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true to his word,” said Mr.
Baumgras. “If he tells you, it hap-
pens.”

Betty Spangler of Ontario, Ohio,
drove the last tractor in the parade.
She and her husband, Jack, who also
drove a tractor, traveled 500 miles to
participate in the crossing. The cou-
ple had crossed the bridge years ago
while on vacation.

Mrs. Spangler drove an Oliver
60 and Mr. Spangler drove a Case
VAC.

Uncomfortable with shifting
gears, at first Mrs. Spangler was
unsure of making the passage over
the bridge. Her concerns were
quickly overcome, and she said
everything went smoothly.

“I wish more people from our
club could have come,” said Mrs.
Spangler. “I think they would have
enjoyed it.”

The event intrigued him, Mr.
Spangler said, so he signed up for
the parade.

“We’re 77 years old,” said Mr.
Spangler. “We might not ever get to
do this again. It’s just fantastic when
you go up that bridge. It just over-
whelms you, the bridge, because
we’re not from here. We don’t go
over it daily.”

Roger McCarthy of Blanchard
drove a 1954 John Deere 70 said he
was “smiling all the way across.”
He wished his grandson, Ryan, 8,
could have joined him. Participants
were required to be at least 18 years
old. He hopes that in 10 years, if the
event takes place again, when Ryan
is old enough to participate in an
antique tractor parade across the
bridge, he will remember his grand-
father was in the first one.
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Al Class Reunion Thank You

The St. Ignace Community Foundation would like to
thank the following businesses and individuals for
financial contribution to the All Class Reunion held

Community Foundation
endowment as a result of this activity. On behalf of

the Reunion Committee and the Foundation Board,
a special thanks to those listed below:

St. Ignace Chamber of Commerce - Ambassadors
The Locker Room - Dorene Ingalls

The Grand Hotel - The Musser Family

Mackinac Bridge Authority - Bob Sweeney

St. Ignace Golf and Country Club

Fund of the St. Ignace
received a  $9,000

Swope

Richard Crane Memorial Big
Rig Truck Show

Ed Reavie of Nostalgia
Productions in St. Ignace said this
year’s truck show was among the
best. Mr. Reavie is the organizer of
the 13th annual truck show, which is
part of the Truck-lite Trophy Series
hosted by the National Association
of Show Trucks. The trucks are
judged and the top three are recog-
nized in each category.

“This was one of our better
shows,” Mr. Reavie told The St.
Ignace News Sunday. Ninety-seven
trucks were registered in the show.

Bo Trout, president of the associ-
ation, agreed. Trucks, drivers, and
the visitors made for a successful
show, he said.

“I think it was one of our best
shows,” he said. “The crowds were
the best they’ve ever been.”

Brian Hitchcock of Webberville
has been a truck driver for 32 years,
has driven more than two million
miles, and now owns MBH
Trucking, which has 20 employees.
He has been coming to the St.
Ignace show since 1997. His com-
pany has a fleet of 13 trucks, which
primarily haul agriculture supplies
to Ontario and Ohio.

Trucking, he said, is a hard pro-
fession, requiring days and weeks
away from family and working
around delivery schedules that are
not your own.

His son, Rick, also drove a truck
to the show and both father and son
made deliveries on their way to St.
Ignace. They plan to be back on the
road working by Monday.

Mr. Hitchcock was showing a
rebuilt 1996 Peterbilt. He put
750,000 miles on the truck,
although he now spends most of his

time in the office. His three sons,
Rick, Jordan, and Ryan, rebuilt the
truck giving it a lower, slick look,
which included eliminating door
handles, unnecessary lights, and
outside horns.

Inside is a leather cab that
includes a flat screen television,
refrigerator, and sink. From the dri-
ver’s seat, gauges can be seen lining
the length of the dashboard, with a
row of unlabeled switches.

About two years ago, one of
trucks rebuilt by his sons was filmed
on the cable television show “Trick
My Truck.” During the opening
credits, the crew is shown riding in
on the Hitchcock truck. The scene,
said Rick Hitchcock, is on-air for
about 20 seconds, yet it took the
crew more than four hours to shoot
it.

Rick Hitchcock, who drove the
2005 Peterbilt to St. Ignace, has
been driving since 2001, when he
turned 18. He likes being out on the
road and seeing new things.

He and his brothers rebuilt the
truck to include eight-inch straight
pipes, fenders, and lowered the cab
six inches. With the air ride, it lifts
up during travel and he has had no
problems driving in the winter.

The interior includes a wood
floor and dyed leather interior to
match the outside paint.

The trailer the Mitchell family
has attached to their cab will head to
Texas after the show to carry need-
ed items for Hurricane lke sur-
vivors. The trailer is part of an
organization called Hope and
Encouragement for Humanity,
which helps people in need.

Trucking is a family occupation
for the Mitchells, including Dennis
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Zellar Old Time Museum

- » Liquidation

uction

Saturday, Sept. 20th «10am Eastern«9am Preview
Germfask, Ml

From U.S. 2 take M-77 north through Blaney Park 10 miles to Germfask. Go 2 12 miles
east of Germfask on 10 Curves Road. Go south one mile on Zellar Road to Museum.
John and Hilda Zellar, deceased, created this museum in 1977 from their lifetime
collection. Most items were acquired locally--much area history--like going back in
fime 100 years. Auction provides an opportunity for a nostalgic view of the past.

MORE INFORMATION AND PICTURES AT www.dansamson.com

RARE, UNUSUAL, HARD-TO-FIND ITEMS
1923 Model 'T" Ford Touring Car; 1891 McShane 20 in. Brass
School Bell w/yoke from Germfask School; Ajax Bicycle w/wood
wheels, wood & string chain guard & fender, net basket; “Ice
Cream Chair Style” Shoe Shine Stand; 15 Section Store Counter
Display Cabinet, orig. hardware; Star Floor Model Coffee Mill;
Oak Wall Telephone; Chicago Police Phone; Mission Floor Clock;
Coin-op. Riding Horse; 5 cent Slot Machine; Mich. Porcelain
License Plate Collection 1910 & up; Brass & Iron Charcoal Irons;
16 in. Cannon; Cast Iron Toys; Wicker Swan Baby Bugyy & Others;
Cast Iron & Glass Ink Well w/Pen Holder; Oil Lamp w/Elk on Glass
Base; Wood & Glass Churns; Moonshine Still; Gold Dust Washing
Powder Box w/2 Black Boys; Child’s Wooden Wheel Waygon;
Miner’'s Candle Holder; Copper & Wood Washing Machines;
Many Scales; Ly. Coke Sign;
RAILROAD "Cat’s Eye” Crossing Sign; Pullman Conductor’s Step;
Switch Lanterns; Inspection Lanterns; Caboose Stove; Teleyraph
Sign; Padlocks;
BLACKSMITH 36 in. Bellows; Farrier’s Kit; Tongs; Blower; Anvil; Vise;
Post Mount Drill;
LOGGING Over 20 Broad Axes; Cross Cuts; Peavey; Cant Hooks;
Skidding Tongs; 2-Man Loy Carrier; Tree Oddities; Ox Yoke; Pike
Pole; Ly. Wood Wheel Water Wagon; Lunch Boxes;
FARMING Horse Drawn 1902 Buggy: Buckboard; Cutter;
McCormick 1831 Reaper; Corn Stock Chopper, Fanning Mill;
Corn Sheller; Silver King & Fordson Tractors; Thresher; Horse Drawn
Ice Block Cutter; Wagon Wheels; Cream Separator; Huge amt.
primitive farm tools & oddities;
STONEWARE & GLASS 5 & 8 yal. 2-handle Juys; (2) 12 in. Salt
Glaze Juys & More; Oil Lamps; Planter’s Peanut Jar; Milk, Cream,
Medicine, Poison, Bitters, Beer, Over 1,000 Bottles in All;
FURNITURE Sellers Hoosier Style Oak Cabinet; Round Oak Table
w/5-Barley Twist Leys; Victorian Walnut Bed; Ice Cream Table &
(4) Chairs; Oak Lion’s Head Arm Chair; Empire Round Oak Table;
Bird’s Eye Bench; Treadle Sewiny Machines; Possum Belly Baker’s
Cabinet;
MISCELLANEOUS Over Ten Wood Stoves including Settlers
Elevator, Caboose, Nickel & Black Majestic Range w/warming
ovens, Round Oak Parlor, Laundry, & Others; U.S. 1855 Sword;
Black Powder Rifles; Cast Iron Mail Box; Snow Shoes; Many
Porcelain Coffee Pots; Berry Pickers; Sausage Stuffer; Bob Sled;
Carpenter’s Tool Boxes; Fish Spear; Woodworking Tools; Glass
Street Light Globes; Tobacco Cutter; Arrowheads; Fossils; Violin;
Carbide Lamps; Post Office Window; Traps; 6 hp Fairbanks Hit or
Miss Engine; v. Iy. School Bell; Thousands of Ifems Noft Listed!!
TERMS Cash, Check, Visa, Master, Discover Card Lunch on
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MACKINAC STRAITS HospiTAL & HEALTH CENTER

Dr.
John
Hall

| NORTHERN MICHIGAN

UROLOGY

| For An Appointment

231-487-2270

The Aealthcare hwel of the Seeaits

INTRODUCING OUR GEMS

Dr. Grant Hyatt

DisaBILITY PHYSICIAN
~ Visiting Twice A Month -

For An Appointment 887-624-4463

For Other Visiting Physicians Call 906-643-0466

Dr.
Michael H.
Topley

NORTHERN MICHIGAN
UROLOGY

For An Appointment

231-487-2270






