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Citizens Appeal to Army Corps of Engineers, Lawmakers for Help With Les Cheneaux Channels

Dredging: From page 1
Smith, environmental chair for the
Les Cheneaux Islands Association;
Bob Dunn of Les Cheneaux Islands
Waterways Restoration, and John
Torsky of Les Cheneaux Waterways
Restoration. The meeting was
attended by members of Mackinac
County government, the township
government, state agencies, includ-
ing Waterways Commissioner Bob
Brown, private businesses, and
other groups concerned about the
waterway, including the Nature
Conservancy.

Mr. Schloop is responsible for 90

harbors in the Midwest, including
the Cedarville harbor. Maintenance
of recreational harbors, also known
as shallow-draft harbors, are within
the Corps of Engineer’s mission,
however, they are considered low
priority compared to commercial
harbors, based on the national gov-
ernment’s view of their economic
importance, he explained. Harbor
maintenance is also paid by com-
mercial shippers.

Mr. Reid called the system
“flawed” because it forces individ-
ual recreational harbors to push to
have their own projects earmarked

Chairman Says Tribe Must Bring
Spending in Line With Income

Tribe: From page 1

housing, and other services to its
members in the eastern and central
U.P. The top three tribal member-
ship priorities are health, education,
and services for elders, Mr. McCoy
has said.

Even before last week’s meeting,
the tribe cut some jobs and decided
to close two health clinics.

Approximately 50 jobs, includ-
ing 17 middle-management and
supervisory positions in Upper
Peninsula casinos, were cut by the
tribe in early August. The layoffs
represented 2% of the Tribe's 2,500
employees. In announcing the lay-
offs, Mr. McCoy reported that,
“over the years, millions in tribal
reserves has been dwindled down to
nothing. According to our financial
analysts, if changes are not made,
the tribe will not recover."

As of October 1, the tribe will
close two satellite health clinics in
DeTour Village and Kinross to cut
Costs.

The tribe recently took out a $5
million line of credit needed to meet
payroll and provide membership
services, Mr. McCoy announced
September 11, using a land claims
fund as collateral for the loan.

“This collateral arrangement is
temporary, and we are working with
the bank to replace the collateral
with approximately $6 million in
real estate,” he said. “Getting
approval from the bank to use real
estate as collateral is a lengthier
process. As soon as we are
approved, we will make the change
and replace the collateralization of

our land claims fund.”

Mr. McCoy pledged to update
tribal membership on changes that
are being made, in his September 11
news release.

“We want to stress to members
and employees, many of the
changes that are being made we
consider to be temporary in nature,”
Mr. McCoy said. “When we are
able to balance our deficit, we will
look at those services and benefits
that have been eliminated to re-
evaluate what we are able to re-
institute, based on need and avail-
able resources....There is a possibil-
ity that we may be forced to shut
down operations and services if we
do not balance our budgets, and
limit our spending to what we can
afford. We do see a light at the end
of this tunnel, and it is our intent to
get this balanced and begin our
recovery phase early next year.”

Mr. McCoy, a Sault Ste. Marie
businessman, was elected June 26
to the tribal chairmanship. He
replaced former chairman Aaron
Payment.

In early May, the tribe sold a
40% interest in its Greektown
Casino for $100 million, to reduce
its debt. The tribe remains the
majority owner of the casino in
Detroit. Greektown Casino filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy May 29. The
tribe announced plans to reorganize
under the protection at that time,
and reported its plans to seek $150
million in additional financing for
operations and to complete the con-
struction of a new 400-room hotel
and gaming floor expansion.

‘Strike Out Violence’ Youth Party Planned

A youth party called “Strike Out the Violence” will be hosted by the
Diane Peppler Resource Center at Gateway Lanes in St. Ignace Wednesday,

September 24, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

There is no charge for admission. Pizza, soda pop, and prize drawings
will be offered. The event is open to all youth of middle school and high

school age.
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for federal money, and he stressed
the economic importance of recre-
ational harbors, while providing
data to back his position.

Of Mr. Schloop’s 90 responsibil-
ities, about 50 are shallow-draft har-
bors that require 13 feet or less of
navigable water. In terms of how
seriously the waterway has filled in
with sediment, the Les Cheneaux
channels are about in the middle of
the priority list, he said.

This year, all of the projects
scheduled for dredging or infrastruc-
ture maintenance in his region are
commercial harbors, which require
access to water 20 feet deep or deep-
er, he said.

The Army Corps of Engineers
has little control over which harbors
are maintained, he explained. Corps
funding is part of the federal budget,
which requires its priorities to be
based on the overall economic
impact of each harbor on the U.S.
economy. The more tons of material
vessels bring through a given har-
bor, the higher the priority rating of
that facility, Mr. Schloop said.

Since recreational harbors see lit-
tle tonnage transported, they are low
priority, he told The St. Ignace
News.

“We can’t budget for recreational
or shallow-draft harbors,” he said,
even though he and the administra-
tion understand that recreational
harbors are economically valuable,
t0o.

In terms of the list of priorities
funded across the U.S., “we’ll never
get down to shallow-draft harbors,”
he said.

Legislators can push for funding
to get projects done. A short-term
way to enable the Corps to address
the needs of Les Cheneaux Islands
navigation channels would be to set
money aside in this fall’s congres-
sional Energy and Water Appro-
priations Bill.

This is known as a congressional
earmark, and they led to completion
of many projects that would not
have been funded last year.

The budget proposed by the pres-
ident for 2008 would have limited
dredging projects in Mr. Schloop’s
region to 15, all of them commercial
harbors, but congressional earmarks
raised the number to about 40,
including several recreational har-
bors. For example, U.S. Congress-
man Dave Obey of Wisconsin suc-
cessfully pushed for $1.5 million
that addressed the needs of three
Lake Superior harbors, three
Michigan harbors, and one
Minnesota harbor.

Funding seven harbors in one
package is more economical than
funding seven individual harbors, he
said.

After doing tests in the Les
Cheneaux area this year, the corps
estimated that about 85,000 cubic
yards of material should be
removed, to ensure that the entire
channel is seven feet deep. He said
he doesn’t know the composition of
the sediment to be removed, but
assumes it is contaminated, and,
therefore, estimates the cost to
dredge it and to dispose of it on land
would be $20 to $25 per cubic yard,
making the cost approximately $1.9
million.

“This is expensive, from our van-
tage point,” Mr. Schloop said.

If a Les Cheneaux earmark is
approved in October for the 2009
budget year, the Corps could do the
preparation work to dredge the
channels this fall, Mr. Schloop said.
The cost would be $75,000 to
$100,000 for sediment sampling,
completing environmental docu-
ments required by the federal gov-
ernment, and to draw up plans and
specifications for the dredging proj-
ect, he told The St. Ignace News.

The dredging itself could be
completed next summer, he added.

Rather than earmarks, Mr.
Schloop said he favors a fundamen-
tal change in the way the United
States funds maintenance of recre-
ational and commercial harbors.
Rather than basing priorities on ton-
nage, and requiring earmarks for
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is a year around home with the possibility of part of it
being a business. Close to snowmobile trails and
across from Frenchmans Lake. Half of building is cur-

HOMES AND CABINS

ST IGNACE - Views of Mackinac Bridge &
Lake Huron from 2 BR home. Family/kitchen
w/FP, storage building & extra lot. 200" from
the waters’ edge. (08-526) Reduced!
$179,000

ST IGNACE - Within walking distance to down-
town is this 3 BR, 2 bath home w/attached 2 car
garage. Partially fenced backyard. TLC need-
ed. (07-1097) Reduced! $24,900
CEDARVILLE - Wonderful year around
home w/200" of waterfrontage. Uniquely
styled w/special touches. Deck overlooking
Government Bay. Boat house. (08-799)
$725,000

DETOUR - 1 BR cottage w/view of DeTour
Passage. DeTour RiverView Association.
Includes a 1/5 interest in dock, land & com-
mon elements. (08-703) Reduced! $69,900
DETOUR - Secluded 83 acres virgin hard-
woods mix close to town & lake w/blacktop
access. 36x56 bldg. has 4 car garage &
36x18 living area, sleeps 6+. (08-415)
Reduced! $250,000

KINROSS - 2 BR on corner lot in Arbor Ridge
Estates. Wooded, country setting w/paved
drive, 2 car garage & deck. Association dues
approx $82 yr per lot. (08-621) Reduced!
$59,900

VACANT/COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

BREVORT LAKE - Vacant lot on 4300 acre
“all sports” Brevort Lake. Sparsely populat-
ed. U.S. government owns approximately
80% of surrounding land.  (08-563)
Reduced! $165,000

TROUT LAKE - 2.18+/- acres waterfront
vacant land. 200’ of frontage w/gravel drive &
building site has been cleared on the shores of
beautiful Wegwas Lake. (07-901) $92,500
CEDARVILLE - Heavily wooded waterfront
lot w/southern exposure & deep water. Very
private & pristine area near east entrance in
Les Cheneaux Islands. (08-255) $209,900

DETOUR - 10 acres close to Caribou Lake,
year-round recreation area w/public boat
launch. Easy access, 330’ on blacktop road,
nice mix of trees. (08-346) $19,000
HESSEL - Deeded access to Lake Huron
included w/150 x 240 wooded property. Short
distance from I-75, perfect location. (08-732)
$40,000

HESSEL - Beautiful sunset views from heav-
ily wooded Marquette Island property in low
density bay w/sandy beach & vast hard
packed sand bay. (07-994) $200,000

Visit cbgreatlakes.com for all our property listings

rently being used as a laundromat. #08-801 $67,500

231 M-129, PICKFORD - This large 4 bedroom, 2 [%
bath home with beautiful woodwork throughout, a | -
unique home with lots of room to roam. Large family
room with cathedral ceilings. 30x30 garage with [%
upstairs, separate entrance, also spiral staircase

going up. Could be an apartment or guest room.

Sunroom to enjoy, just off kitchen. You must see this home!! #07-204 $149,900

9561 N. WHITEFISH POINT, PARADISE - Looking for

a weekend get-a-way or a nice retirement home? Have

a look at this house. 2 bedroom, 1 bath home with a 1
| car attached garage. Located on a sandy lot just north
of Paradise. Call us to take a look! #08-529 $54,500

128 S. HILLTOP DRIVE, CEDARVILLE - New great
price with great location in Cedarville on a corner lot in
a nice subdivision. Close to school, shopping, doctor,
and dentist. 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath, quality built brick
home, fireplace, large windows that face Cedarville |
Bay, and full basement. #08-69 $139,900

Robbie Simonsen
484-2852

Peggy Hill
647-3391

Sandra Coady
484-4040

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Carol Johnson {:E[M
274-5263

shallow-draft projects, a mainte-
nance schedule spread across all
harbors would work better, he said,
just as it did for the seven harbors
dredged this year.

The Corps estimates that $5 mil-
lion a year would be enough to
dredge and maintain 20 to 25 har-
bors across the Great Lakes region
each year.

With that amount of funding, the
Corps could do a credible job of
maintaining all harbors over time,
he said.

This could only happen through
legislative action. Congress would
have to build the $5 million into the
Water Resources Development Act,
a bill that is passed every two years,
he said.

If this occurs, the Les Cheneaux
project would take a large share of
the $5 million appropriation the first
time around, compared to other
Great Lakes projects, Mr. Schloop
said, but once dredged, the channels
would be in good shape for many
years and maintenance would not
require as much funding.

While residents proposed using
the dredged material to expand the
launch ramp, enlarge parking areas,
and possibly augment the airport
grounds, Mr. Schloop said that
would not be a feasible plan.

“My opinion is that we could not
place [the material] on the shore-
line,” Mr. Schloop told The St.
Ignace News.

Owing to the likelihood that
about 50% of the material dredged
will be organic, namely weeds such
as invasive Eurasian watermilfoil,
the material would have to be
moved upland, he said.

The material may be able to be
used at the shore if a steel sheet pile
wall were built and the material

were placed behind it, he added.

If no dredging is done, the corps
will continue to monitor the condi-
tion of the channels and place the
results on its Web site, so that
mariners will know navigating con-
ditions.

Citizens at the meeting said a
growing reputation for shallow
water in Cedarville already has
deterred much marine business from
the community, and they said they
are making an effort to do what can
be done without federal help, but are
not allowed by law to dredge the
channels.

They highlighted the efforts of
organizations to improve the area,
including controlling the watermil-
foil with weevils and mechanical
harvesting of weeds.

“We are not a community that

sits on its hands,” said Clark
Township  Supervisor  Linda
Hudson.

The local population understands
what has gone wrong with the
waterway and has done what it can
to help, she said.

“We are the people on the
ground. We are the people with the
most to lose. We ask for your help
now to restore our waterways, to
restore our way of life, and our
livelihood. We ask that you help us
now, not in five or 10 years, when it
may be too late,” she added.

Despite the limits to what the
Corps can do now, Ms. Davie of
Senator Stabenow’s office said the
meeting in Cedarville was a great
start for the restoration project.
Noting the sizable turnout by local,
county, state, and federal representa-
tives, she said they will be working
together for the restoration project of
Les Cheneaux Islands navigation
channels.
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LOOKING FOR A SMALL BUSINESS VENTURE?

Business Loop |-75-Evergreen Shores-High viability loca-
tion just outside the St. Ignace city limits in route to casino,
offers several retail opportunities. Currently operating as a
weekly auction site where estate inventories and misc. flea

market type items are sold, any
current inventory is also avail-
able. The building can be used

Pine River Road

and improved or removed for other ventures. Walk 300 ft. to to Lake
Huron public access. Nice parking area on 12,600 sg. ft. commercial

lot. All utilities available. $75,000
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REAL ESTATE and VACATION HOMES
226 N. State, St. Ignace - Phone: (906) 643-9242
Cheryl Schiehuber, GRI, ABR, e-PRO

. REALTOR®/Broker/Owner
Servmg the Straits of Mackinac and the surrounding area.
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507A W. M-134,
Cedarville,
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lifestyle. $199,500 07-120
118 S. Holland Drive, Cedarville -

$235,000 08-742

125 ft. of sandy beach, §
large crib dock and warm southern exposure are yours to
enjoy with this 3 bedroom, 2 bath home in the Les Cheneaux
Islands. Beautiful mainland home is in move-in condition with

751 N. State Street, St. Ignace -
Location! Great opportunity to own your own business. 19 unit

- motel complete with 3 bedroom owners home within walking
=SS distance to ferry docks, restaurants, boat launch and down-
town. High traffic location with good visibility. Call today!

1912 Dutcher Lane, DeTour Village - Magnificent Arrow full
log home, quiet and secluded lot, on Lake Huron’s deep water I
Seymour Bay. 2 bedroom, 2 bath with loft and sunset views.
Two story gas log fireplace. Relax in the waterfront hot tub
and enjoy the sights and sounds of the four season wonder-
land of the U.P. Includes appliances, wardrobes and kitchen updates. Seller is very
motivated and will look at all offers! Adjacent lot available. $375,000 08-695

1540 Lakeside Road, Cedarville - Beautiful sunsets over the
Les Cheneaux Islands. Completely remodeled and winterized
cottage on quiet and serene Moscoe Bay, Lake Huron. Fish,
boat and swim from your own dock. The area abounds with
wildlife. Nicely wooded lot and garage to store your toys. This
cottage is turn key with immediate occupancy. What a great spot to enjoy a carefree

fresh paint, new roof and other updates. Protected bay is great for family sports or
canoe up McKay Creek and enjoy the wildlife. Includes 2+ acre adjacent building lot.
$459,000 08-383

Location! Location!

Contact Doug Sheckler

about these or other area listings.



