
Resources, which Mr. Porter said
will give the group “an objective
outside comment” on the issue.

Park Commission’s Budget
$38,000 Less for 2009

Mackinac State Historic Parks’
budget for 2009 will be $6,361,648.
The amount is $38,000 less than last
year’s budget. Its state appropriated
general fund remained at $1.59 mil-
lion.

Mr. Porter explained that the dif-
ference in the budget from last year
is mainly owing to funds pooled for
the construction of the new
Discovery Park at Historic Mill
Creek outside Mackinaw City.

Subtracting that funding, this
year’s budget is comparable to last
year’s, said Mr. Porter, “which is
tight, as usual.”

Other than the revamped
Historic Mill Creek, which now
includes several interactive ele-
ments, such as an aerial cable ride, a
nature trail, a climbing wall, and
look-out tower, Mackinac State
Historic Parks’ other sites have
taken a hit in attendance. While
Historic Mill Creek Discovery
Parks’ attendance has improved by
31% from last year, Fort Mackinac
on Mackinac Island is down 4.5%,
Colonial Michilimackinac in
Mackinaw City is down 9.5%, and
Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse,
also in Mackinaw City, is down
12.7%.

To compensate, the Park
Commission raised admission rates
for next year.

A 25¢ increase in youth rates and
a 50¢ increase in adult rates at both
forts and Historic Mill Creek
Discovery Park was approved by
the Park Commission.

Also, a $2 increase (from $5 to
$7) for the Discovery Park
Adventure Tour was approved
because of unexpected increase in
staff and supplies needed to accom-
modate public demand at the site,
said Mr. Porter.

Mr. Porter, at Commissioner
Williams’ request, was given per-
mission by the Commission to
decrease ticket prices as he sees fit.

Twenty-five percent of the State
Parks’ budget is derived from state
appropriations. Other revenue is
drawn from grants, interest from its
trust fund, and funding from
Mackinac Associates, a local non-
profit organization that supports
park programs.

Mackinac Associates’ budget of
$212,800 will also help fund a new
“Otter Slide” at Historic Mill Creek,
geared toward younger children
who cannot participate in the cable
ride.

Mr. Porter informed the Park
Commission that his agency has
been able to secure enough money
through its own resources and
Mackinac Associates to reestablish
a Native American interpretive pro-
gram and create a new Kids
Rendezvous playground at Colonial
Michilimackinac in Mackinaw City.

The Kids Rendezvous will pro-
vide a learning playground that
focuses on the fur trading history for
younger children. It will be between
the fort and the Visitors Center.

Island resident Lorna Straus
interjected a suggestion, during the
presentation, for Mr. Porter to rec-
ognize his mother, Lornie Porter,
who she said was the person who
came up with the idea of creating
Mackinac Associates. Mrs. Porter
received a round of applause from
the audience and commissioners.

Indian Dormitory To Reopen 
as Art Center

With a donation of a little more
than $800,000 from the Jane and
Richard Manoogian Foundation, the
largest donation the Mackinac
Island State Park Commission has
received, the Indian Dormitory,
which has been closed since 2002,
will be restored and become a center
for local historic and modern art.

The Indian Dormitory in
Marquette Park, a victim of budget
cuts in 2002, was built in 1838

under the 1836 Treaty of
Washington, in which Indians sold
15 million acres to the federal gov-
ernment in exchange for money
over the course of 20 years. The dor-
mitory served as the center for these
transactions, and Henry Rowe
Schoolcraft served as an Indian
agent.

It was operated as the Thomas
W. Ferry School from the 1860s to
1962, holding classes from kinder-
garten to eighth grade. In 1966, the
dormitory was restored and opened
as a park museum.

Thomas W. Ferry was a U.S.
Congressman and Senator in the
mid-1800s and was born at the
Mission House on Mackinac Island
to Presbyterian missionaries,
Thomas M. and Amanda Ferry.

Mackinac State Historic Parks
plans to open the Indian Dormitory
art center in the spring of 2010.

The building needs an almost
complete overhaul, including a new
fire and security system, a new roof,
restoration of its cracked founda-
tion, and a drainage system to divert
water flowing down from the steep
hill of Fort Mackinac, directly
behind the dormitory. It will also
need a complete interior overhaul,
which will include a handicap-
accessible elevator.

Once the project is done, the
Indian Dormitory will serve as a
center for local professional and
amateur artists to learn about and
enjoy art, said Mr. Porter.

“The theme will be how
Mackinac Island inspires artistic
creation,” said Mr. Porter.

Commissioner Williams also
encouraged Mr. Porter to find a way
to incorporate the literary arts of the
Island, if not at the Indian
Dormitory, then somewhere else.
Mr. Porter suggested perhaps
Mission Church, although no con-
crete recommendations were pre-
sented at the meeting.

The new center will give
Mackinac State Historic Parks a
place to display many art collections
that it has never been able to display
before. Also, in the basement, work-
shops can be held to allow visitors
to participate in art. 

Small social gatherings and
receptions could also be held in the
basement, which could generate
even more revenue for the Park

Commission, added Mr. Porter.
The restoration and interior

redesign meets the national historic
preservation standards, said Mr.
Porter.

Increase in Airport 
Runway Project

After attending a meeting with
the Department of Transportation
Bureau of Aeronautics in Lansing
September 11, Mr. Porter said plans
to rehabilitate the Island’s airport
runway may need to be done in
phases, as he learned the project will
cost in the range of $6 million
instead of the expected $2.5 million.

The Park Commission’s efforts
in the project concerned three safety
issues:

• Remove a large hump in the
middle of the runway that impairs
pilots’ visibility from one end of the
runway to the other;

• Remove sinkholes that have
riddled the runway in recent years;

• Move the runway far enough
away from the fence on the west end
to meet Federal Aviation
Administration standards.

The Park Commission’s plan
was to complete all three projects
during the fall and early winter,
closing the runway for six to eight
weeks. This is no longer possible, as
$6 million is not available at this
time.

“The decision was made to go
back to the drawing plan,” said Mr.
Porter. “Something will happen, but
I don’t think it’s likely anything will
happen this spring.

“We know what the problems
are, we just need to know what we
have and what we can do,” said Mr.
Porter. “We’ll get information on
when the runway will close and
what kind of an impact it will have
ahead of time.”

Planes are, at times, the only
mode of transportation on and off
the Island during the winter months.
Ferry transportation is usually
stopped at the end of January. The
only other way of getting to and
from the Island is snowmobiling
across the ice, which is not sanc-
tioned by any law enforcement
authority.

Once a plan of construction is
approved, the city and park must
determine a safe area for medical
helicopters to land for emergency
evacuations, as well.
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M-129, Cedarville • 906-484-2214
Fall Hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday

~ Wood Pellets Available By the Bag or Ton! ~

3 Varieties of Spruce
(Avg. Size 2.5 ft.)

3/$22

Harvest These Savings!

We have 20lb.
Blue Rhino 
LP tanks for 

exchange

Protection 
by Liquid
Fence Deer 

Repellant

Evergreen
Shrubs $20

Seasonal Gifts Including
• “Coconuts” Floor/Doormats

• Applique Flags/Banners & Poles

Perennials/Trees/Mums/Asters

Cornstalk Bundles
and Pumpkins are in!
We have Halloween
and Thanksgiving 

decorations!

Qualified • Experienced • Proven Leader

X Elect Rob
WINKELMAN

Treasurer
of Mackinac County

Member Michigan Association of Certified Public Accountants
(M.A.C.P.A.)

Time for someone with broad 
business, accounting, investment

and management experience.
• Long-time business owner in St. Ignace

• Bachelor’s degree in Accounting from Michigan State University
• Former Chairperson St. Ignace Downtown Development 

Authority, St. Ignace Chamber of Commerce, and 
St. Ignace Kiwanis Club

• Member Mackinac Straits Hospital Finance Committee.
• Resident of Mackinac County for over 50 years

• St. Ignace Citizen of the Year 1986

Vote Winkelman on Tuesday, November 4th • G.O.P. Ballot
Paid for by Citizens for Rob Winkelman, P.O. Box 494, St. Ignace, MI 49781

TIME FOR A CHANGE
“ELECT”

BAMBI ROBINSON
Mackinac County Register of Deeds
A Candidate who has the Dedication and
Dependability to Make a Difference

30 years experience of abstract and title work (10 years
research work in the Register’s office, 20 years title ex-
aminer); licensed by the State of Michigan to underwrite
title insurance since 2006; 16 years computer experi-
ence; knowledge of property descriptions, recording re-
quirements, microfiling, typing, bookkeeping.

Paid for by the committee to elect Bambi Robinson.

Welcome Hunters!
We have all your
hunting needs!

Hunting 
and Fishing

Licenses

Bait’s Here!
Cob Corn, Carrots, 

Sugar Beets 

3/$1350 or $500 each

Shelled Corn
$650 Lots of In-store 

Beer Specials!

Cedar Pantry
M-134, Cedarville • 484-2275

Sun thru Thurs. Open until 10 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. Open until 11 p.m.

Express Markets

Apples
$600

/ Marine Center
188 N. State St., St. Ignace • 643-6650

HOURS: Mon. thru Fri. 10 a.m. to  6 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

DEALER STORE

Robosapien 2 Red Robot
(Reg. $199.99) SALE $50.00 Each

In-store Toy Special of  the Week
Buy 1 ‘67 Ford Mustang

Get 1 ‘69 Pontiac GTO FREE
(Reg. $29.99 Each)

‘69 Hot Rod Camaro
(Reg. $99.99) SALE $40.00 Each

HydroFly-Land, Sea, & Air Remote
(Reg. $99.99) SALE $40.00 Each

While Supplies Last! Good LuckSaints!

Open Sun. - Thurs. 7 a.m. - 1 p.m. • Fri. - Sat. 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
441 N. State Street, St. Ignace • 643-0056  

BAKERY & DELI 

All-You-Can-Eat Thursday Brunch

THIS WEEK’S DONUT WINNER: CONNIE LITZNER
(Pick up donuts on Sunday, October 12 between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m.)

Featuring... Scrambled Eggs, 
Hashbrowns, Bacon and Sausage, Donuts
and Baked Goods, Deli Tray, & Hot Soup

$5.25

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

(906) 632-6661 • 1-800-635-6661

FREEFREE Tire Tire andand

Air CheckAir Check

1129 E. Easterday Ave., 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

www.uptire.com 

Straits Area Promotion, Maples Among Topics for Park Commission
Triangle: From page 9

While several local pet owners
have been concerned about a strain
of canine parvovirus found in dogs
in Michigan this year, St. Ignace
veterinarian Dr. Mary Alban wants
to reassure people that all dogs that
are up to date with vaccinations
are already protected against this
illness.

“This particular strain of parvo
has been around for a little while,
but there’s no reason to panic,” Dr.
Alban told The St. Ignace News
Wednesday, October 1. “Just

remember to keep vaccinations up
to date, and remember all puppies
need to start vaccinations at eight
weeks of age.”

Dr. Alban has seen some local
cases of parvo in unvaccinated
puppies, she said, but has not test-
ed to determine which strain of the
illness was present.

The contagious virus affects
unvaccinated dogs and causes
severe diarrhea, vomiting, and
dehydration; in some cases, it can
be fatal.

Vaccinated Dogs Protected Against
Parvo, St. Ignace Veterinarian Says

Taylor Severance, 12, of St. Ignace shot her first deer, a four-point
buck, September 29 in Ionia County during the youth hunt. She is
the daughter of Ray and Vickie Severance. (Severance family photo-
graph)

Severance Takes 4-point Buck


