
and maneuverable and will travel
at more than 45 knots, or greater
than 50 miles per hour.

A raft was deployed from the
vessel Saturday afternoon that
traveled along the downtown St.
Ignace shoreline, entering the
city marina before returning to
the ship.

Specific information on the
trials taking place here is not
being released, said Petty Officer
William Mitchell, a spokesman
for the U.S. Coast Guard Ninth
District in Cleveland, Ohio. The
ship arrived in the area after
attending a ceremony in Duluth,
Minnesota, he said.

Navy Lieutenant Commander
Philip Rosi II told The St. Ignace
News Monday, November 3, the
crew was putting the ship through
her paces, testing capabilities,
and getting familiar with travel-
ing through the Soo Locks.
LCDR Rosi is with the U.S. Fleet
Forces Command for Public
Affairs in Norfolk, Virginia,
although he originally is from
Traverse City.

The last time the Navy con-

ducted Great Lakes cruises was
in 1999, he said.

Traveling into Lake Superior
provided training for the crew, he
said, who will sail the vessel
from Milwaukee through the
Great Lakes and into the lock
system on her way to Norfolk.

“Each ship has its own unique
handling characteristics,” he said,
“and you want to build crew pro-
ficiency with that ship.”

The ship will operate with a
crew of about 40, plus it can have
an aviation crew and interchange-
able mission modules, all of
which can increase its crew to
about 80. The mission packages
will allow the ship to be used for
mine warfare, anti-submarine
warfare, surface warfare, and
humanitarian relief.

After leaving St. Ignace
Saturday afternoon, November 1,
the ship was headed to
Milwaukee, where she will be
commissioned Saturday, Novem-
ber 8. From there the vessel will
head to Norfolk. From Virginia,
the USS Freedom will sail to her
homeport of San Diego,
California.
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Raber Bay
Bar ‘N’ Restaurant

Open Noon to Close • 7 days a week

Hop Out For Some 

Great Legs
We have air conditioning, too!

BASKETS • DINNERS • ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT ALL DAY
EVERYDAY

28826 S. Raber Road, Goetzville, MI 49736 • (906) 297-5701

Laser Hair Removal & Electrolysis
231.627.4300

CHEBOYGAN & ALPENA
www.laserclinic1.com

Laser: Underarms • Lip • Chin • Nape • Bathing Suit Lines • Legs • Back 
20+ years Experience in Hair Removal • Physician Affiliated

A.M., P.M. & Saturday Appointments

• Laser Hair Removal

• Electrolysis

• Microdermabrasion 
+ Infusion*

• Mineral Make-up

• Healthy Skin Care Products
* New: Microdermabrasion - This skin-resurfacing is ideal for
acne, uneven skin texture, early aging, photo damage, and
improving skin health for all ages.

Buy 3
Get 1 FREE

Microderm

231.627.4300
CHEBOYGAN & ALPENA
www.laserclinic1.com

We Also 
Carry...

Th
ank
sgiving Special!50% OFF

your first treatment 
of laser hair removal,

electrolysis or 
microdermabrasion*

Expires 
11/22/07

➧

2 LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE 

YOU
ST. IGNACE

W366 West US-2 • 643-8138 
located next to Burger King

Open Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CEDARVILLE
507 West Hwy. M-134 • 484-3099
located across from Car Wash

Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Stop In and Open a 

Personal Checking Account
with U.P. State Credit Union Today 

You will enjoy…
• No Monthly Fees • No Minimum Balance

• Overdraft Protection • Interest Bearing Accounts
• 24 Hour Night Deposit

• FREE Online Banking & Bill Pay
• No Fee Co-op Network ATMs

We have a variety of personal checks and accessories to suit you! 
We hope to be “serving you” soon!

Our offices will be
closed Tuesday, 
November 11th

in observance for
Veteran’s Day.

Land Clearing ~ Site Preparation
Foundation Excavation

Septic Tanks • Systems • Drain Fields
Water & Sewer Installations________________________________

COMMERICAL SNOWPLOWING________________________________
115 Elliott Street • St. Ignace • 906-643-9595

With Mackinac Island visible in the background, the U.S. Navy’s
new littoral combat ship anchored off the St. Ignace shore Saturday,
November 1. The ship arrived Friday evening, October 31, and will
be commissioned the USS Freedom later this week in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.

example, so we hope to head off
any problems and arrange for
needed services before winter
starts.”

People can learn about local
programs to help pay utility bills,
get commodity foods, and find and
pay for housing, as well as receive
help in writing a resume or job
application. Health screenings and
information will also be offered. A

hairdresser will be on hand to offer
free haircuts from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Child care will be available at the
site.

Tables will be set up in the large
room at the back of the resale store,
and lunch will be served there as
well, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
Hope Chest will not accept dona-
tions of resale items that day.

The program has two goals, to
help people in need and to bring

more community awareness to the
problems of poverty and homeless-
ness, said Ronda Engle of the
Department of Human Services.
No statistics are available, but
there is a significant local housing
problem, she said.

“Do we really have homeless
people in Mackinac County?
Maybe not living outside in a card-
board box, no, but sleeping on
Auntie’s couch, or two families liv-
ing together in crowded condi-
tions, yes,” she said. “This is a one
day, one-stop-shop event. We want
to bring awareness to the programs
that can help people, and show
what services can benefit them and
keep them in their homes if they
are struggling. Affordable housing
is a big issue in Mackinac County.”

Organizers are now accepting
donations from the community,
such as coupons for businesses,
toiletries, and hygiene items, to be
distributed at the program. For
example, dental offices have
already donated toothpaste and

toothbrushes.
People can arrange for free

transportation to the event by call-
ing Ronda Engle at 643-6115 or
Ronda Schlehuber at 643-7884. 

Donations can also be made by
calling these numbers. 

Participating agencies include
the Department of Human
Services, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of
Chippewa Indians, Salvation
Army, Legacy House, Community
Action Agency, Michigan Works,
Head Start, the Diane Peppler
Resource Center, U.P. Health
Access Coalition, Michigan State
University Extension, Hope
Chest, and Housing Opportunities
Made Equal.

Costs of the program are paid
by a $750 grant from E.U.P.
Continuum of Care in Chippewa,
Luce, and Mackinac counties.
Headquartered in Sault Ste.
Marie, the agency addresses hous-
ing and shelter needs for homeless
people, or people at risk of home-
lessness.

Mr. Dunn’s artwork, said Lyn
Drennan, director of Alumni
Relations for Greenhills Schools.

Mr. Dunn had to build the
sculpture outside his workshop on
West Dunn-Hill Road because it
was too tall to build inside. He
built makeshift walls out of old
billboards he got from the Tourist
Association and draped a blue tarp
over the top to act as a roof.

He said he had proposed the
same sculpture idea to the City of
Cheboygan several years ago for a
park sculpture, but the city decided
against purchasing it. 

Mr. Dunn hauled the sculpture

to Ann Arbor Wednesday, October
29, on a trailer. Once there, he
planned to anchor it to the ground
and make several final welds to
secure the trunks and branches in
place. 

The entire project, including
material, installation, and labor,
cost the Greenhills Class of 1987
$12,000, which was paid through
fundraising.

“It’s just been a whole lot of
work, a lot more than I anticipat-
ed,” he said. “That’s the art. The
artist part has been more the job
from the heart; the design, the
desire to accomplish it, to make a
functional piece. It’s a challenge,
and I enjoy the challenge.”

and will only be allowed two
weeks prior to and after a specific
event is advertised. 

The commission also added
new uses to the existing zoning
designation use chart, including
emergency services, art gallery,
bed and breakfast, manufacturing,
and mini-warehouse and storage.
The chart identifies primary use of
properties.

Watershed Council proposes
floodplain ordinance

Pat Carr and Hank Lotoszinski
of the Les Cheneaux Watershed
Council gave a presentation to the
planning commission to adopt a
floodplain management ordinance.
The ordinance would require new
dwellings to be built outside the
floodplain zone or incorporate
additional measures in construc-
tion already required by the State
Construction Code. 

Set back standards would
remain the same under the pro-
posed ordinance.

For property owners to obtain
flood insurance, the township must
participate in the National Flood
Insurance Program, through the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, outlined in the proposed
ordinance. New dwellings built
inside the floodplain may be sub-
ject to higher insurance rates.

“A lot of people have property
in the floodplain, want to develop
it, and, by law, you can,” Mr.
Lotoszinski said. “It essentially
makes more sense to build high
and dry. But if you don’t have an
option to build anywhere but in the
floodplain, you’ve got to go
through some hoops and you might
have to pay some flood insurance.”

The commission decided to
postpone voting on the ordinance
until its next meeting to allow more
time to research the proposed ordi-
nance. 

The planning commission next
meets Tuesday, November 11, at 7
p.m. at the Clark Township
Community Center.because the primary was earlier

than allowed by party rules. 
And what of current Governor

Jennifer Granholm? 
She was an early supporter of

Senator Clinton for the
Democratic nomination (even
before Granholm’s endorsement,
First Gentleman Dan Mulhern
raved about prospect of having a
two-for-one with Bill Clinton
back in the White House). 

Granholm subsequently
became part of Team Obama and
had a high-profile gig playing the

role of Sarah Palin in helping
Obama running mate Joe Biden
prep for the Veep debate. 

But McCain’s abrupt surrender
by pulling out of Michigan ended
its status as a battleground state –
and opportunity for Granholm to
be a heralded pivotal player in her
home state.  

George Weeks retired in 2006
after 22 years as political colum-
nist for The Detroit News. His
weekly Michigan Politics column
is syndicated by Superior
Features. 

Weeks: From page 2

Sculpture: From page 1

Signs: From page 3

Get It Fast!
Subscribe to the Online Edition

of The St. Ignace News.

Get the same
paper, in PDF
format that
looks just
like the
printed
version 

and in
HTML

format
that can be

read and
enjoyed, each

story at a time.

And the best part - it’s usually available to read on
Tuesday night, sometimes before the printed 

version is even on the press.
We’ll even let you know via e-mail when it’s ready!
Subscribe online 24/7 using your credit card.

Or phone 906-643-9150 
Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A great last minute gift, too!
Just $35 for a whole year.

www.stignacenews.com

By Paul Gingras

In 1956, a young motorhead

named Ed Reavie pulled up to

LaSalle High School in his first car,

a red, 1953 Ford Sunliner convert-

ible, a vehicle, he recalls, that stood

right “at the top of the food chain”

in the automobile world.

“I felt like a pretty cool kid in

high school driving that, let me tell

you,” he said. 

Convertibles have always been

prized highly by car enthusiasts, so

this weekend, as organizer of the

12th Annual Antiques on the Bay

show in St. Ignace, M
r. Reavie

chose to feature them.

As many as 60 are expected to

be displayed at the St. Ignace M
ari-

na, where they will be admired

along with all manner of cars and

trucks 1983 and older, against the

blue backdrop of M
oran Bay and

the boats in the harbor.

“It’s the perfect setting for an

antiques show,” M
r. Reavie said.

Antique car owner J.R. Hostetler
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Prized Convertibles To Lead Antiques on the Bay

•  A
new movie by M

ackinac

Island filmmakers shows the

summer resort area as few

tourists have seen it.

... page 3

• Yacht racers at Hessel are

preparing to host a regatta for

sailors from several states.

... page 3

• USCG
Station St. Ignace 

welcomes Decker in Change 

of Command ceremony.

... page 13

Inside... Hughey Is Lilac Parade M
arshal

Questions Linger; City

Delays Claiming Tower

Quilters’Art Is Focus at Pickford

Heckman To
Lead Road

Commission

First Car Show of Summer Is This W
eekend at St. Ignace

John Hillock (right) sells raffle tickets to Bev Nayback at the

entrance to the Pickford Historical Society Quilt Show Saturday,

June 14. Arliss Fountain is seated in the background. All are Pickford

residents. The winning ticket holder will receive the quilt pictured

between M
rs. Nayback and M

r. Hillock, a sampler quilt stitched by

volunteers as a fundraiser for the Historical Society. Each square

represents an individual quilt pattern, and is named and auto-

graphed by the maker. 

At left: In his 36th

consecutive year of lead-

ing M
ackinac Island’s

annual Lilac Festival

Parade Sunday, June 15,

Donald “Duck” Andress

proudly displays his

Native American regalia

and American flag.

Behind him are fellow

tribal members Carl

Andress, Tony M
iron,

and John Perrault, who

finished the parade on

foot after his horse

became skittish.

By Ryan Schlehuber

It was at least 30 years since

Bob Hughey last enjoyed M
ack-

inac 
Island’s 

Lilac 
Festival

parade, but last Sunday, June 15,

he was featured in it as the grand

marshal.
M

r. Hughey, who now resides

in St. Ignace with his wife, Pat,

has a storied past on M
ackinac

Island, beginning in 1943, when,

at 17, he arrived from Boyne City

with only $7 in his pocket and

high hopes of finding a job. He

was soon the night watchman at

Grand Hotel, and the hotel pro-

vided him with a room at the

W
illiam Backhouse Astor cottage

on Cadotte Avenue.

“It was the most beautiful

room I’ve ever stayed in,” said

M
r. Hughey, now 82. “I thought

they made a mistake, that’s how

nice it was.”

He 
opened 

Little 
Bob’s

Restaurant on Astor Street in

October 1948. It boasted dollar

dinners, fast service, and “W
orld

Famous Key Lime Pies.”

The restaurant was a landmark

on M
ackinac Island for nearly 50

years, closing in 1994.

“That 
restaurant 

is 
badly

missed,” said Jeannette Doud,

local historian and correspondent

for The St. Ignace News. “M
any

families still come to the Island

and look for it. It was such a won-

derful place.”Bob Hughey also owned the

Captain’s Table restaurant, on the

corner of Astor and M
ain, now

the site of M
ay’s Fudge, and

operated the Fort M
ackinac Tea

Room.
He was one of the few spon-

sors of the inaugural Lilac Day

Parade in 1949, when there were

only a few floats, two bands, and

no more than 200 visitors to

watch it. His float included his

brother, Donald, dressed in loin-

cloth, moccasins, and a western

Indian chief’s headdress, accom-

panied by three Indians on a blan-

ket, and a deer hide fastened to

poles. The float received first

place, he said.
He attributes the Island’s tradi-

tional event to Evangilene “Ling”

Horn, a childhood friend.

“She lived her whole life on

M
ackinac Island and conceived

the idea [of a celebration of

lilacs] when she was a very

young girl,” M
r. Hughey wrote

in a Letter to the Editor in the

Town Crier last July.

Because of family responsi-

bilities, M
rs. Horn appealed to

This 1929 Hudson Dual Cowl Phaeton convertible will be one of

the featured convertibles on display for the 12th Annual Antiques on

the Bay show in St. Ignace Saturday, June 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission to the show is free of charge. The display will follow an

antique car procession over the M
ackinac Bridge from M

ackinaw

City to St. Ignace Friday at 4:30 p.m. (Photograph courtesy of Nostal-

gia Productions)

By Karen Gould

W
ith no warranty agreement and

lingering questions over the Ever-

green Shores water tower, the St.

Ignace City Council unanimously

agreed to postpone accepting own-

ership of the structure during its

M
onday, June 16, meeting. Any

decision regarding the structure now

will wait until Council meets again

July 7. Council members say they

will seek a five-year warranty for

the tower and may require a surety

bond.

The tower cracked in a M
arch

2007 storm, after it had been raised

26 feet by Pittsburgh Tank and Tow-

er.

The city's consultant in the mat-

ter, Dixon Engineering of Lake

Odessa, gave its report M
onday

night on why the tower failed, stat-

ing that stiffeners were improperly

installed. The tower has since been

repaired, but since Pittsburgh’s ele-

vated tank division has since been

purchased by Phoenix Fabricators

and Erectors, the city should be

careful about which company it

wants to warrant the extension, said

Dixon Engineering’s president, Bill

Dixon, who attended the meeting

M
onday.

City attorney Prentiss  Brown, Jr.

was asked to clarify which company

should provide the warranty.

The $80,000 extension to the

city’s water tower was paid for by

the Sault Ste. M
arie Tribe of

Chippewa Indians so as to provide

service to its M
ackinac Trail hotel,

casino, and housing development.

Les Therrian, director of the

Department of Public W
orks, told

council he had expected to receive a

warranty agreement as late as M
on-

day 
afternoon, 

but 
none 

was

received.
Council 

briefly 
considered

accepting the tower contingent on

the receipt of a three-year to five-

year warranty. Councilmen Paul

Fullerton and W
illie LaLonde

questioned accepting the tower

without seeing the warranty.

A
one-year warranty would nor-

mally be acceptable, but M
r. Dixon

said this is an extraordinary situa-

tion and an extended warranty is a

reasonable request under the cir-

cumstances. A
warranty usually

begins when a tank is operational,

which would have been in M
arch

when the tank was filled with water.

At left: One of the exhibitions

at the Pickford Historical Soci-

ety’s June 13 and June 14 quilt

show was this creation by Verna

Zwolinski of Pickford, a self-

taught quilter who never took a

quilting class, and drew her

own, freehand pattern tem-

plates on cardboard and plastic

lids from food containers. Fami-

ly members estimate she made

more than 200 quilts between

the ages of 57 and 65. 

By Amy Polk

Dirk Heckman was selected as

the new engineer/manager at the

M
ackinac County Road Commis-

sion Tuesday, June 10. He will

replace Karrie Abbitt, who held the

position less than a year, and his

start date is undetermined at this

time. M
r. Heckman now works in a

similar position at the Chippewa

County Road Commission, and the

M
ackinac 

County 
board 

was

unsure when his contract would

release him. Commissioner Lester

Livermore estimated it could be a

month or more before he can start

working for the M
ackinac County

Road Commission. 

M
r. Heckman was one of four

people who submitted applications,

and one of only two qualified for

the position by applying for the

engineer/manager 
job. 

Of 
the

remaining two candidates, one

applied as an engineer only and one

applied as a manager only. M
r.

Heckman is a LaSalle High School

graduate and now lives in St.

Ignace Township. Commissioners

are working on a contract and

salary to offer M
r. Heckman.

M
ichigan Department of Trans-

portation (M
DOT) has slashed its

summer 
maintenance 

budget,

blaming what it calls a severe win-

ter and higher snow removal costs

for less available money for sum-

mer 
maintenance. 

M
DOT

cut

$11,800 from the maintenance

budget and will not clean ditches

this year. M
DOT

will mow only

once along state routes this year,

since the grass cutting and weed

control fund was cut by more than

half, from $7,565 to $3,565.

County 
Road 

Commission

Chairman Frank Luepnitz read the

list of changes aloud during the

meeting, including a $2,100 reduc-

tion in tree and shrub removal

funding and a $446 reduction (from

$500) for preventive maintenance.

There is no funding for several oth-

er areas like drainage and backs-

lope work, bridge structure mainte-

nance, bridge signs, traffic signal

maintenance, and pavement mark-

ing.

Tree and shrub removal has

been reduced to downed trees and

stumps only, and only when they

By Amy Polk

Clark Township Planning Com-

mission gave Andrew M
cM

illan

permission to build an oversized

boat shelter on his M
arquette

Island lot Tuesday, June 10. Illus-

trating why some property owners

seek larger boathouses in the Les

Cheneaux Islands, M
r. M

cM
illan

said the 1,030-foot, open-sided

structure is necessary to provide

shelter for two antique Chris Craft

boats that should not be exposed to

the elements. One is an all-origi-

nal, 26-foot, 1930 Chris Craft run-

about. 
The project includes placing

the shelter inside a large, existing

boat slip on the property, removing

an 85-foot section of dock along-

side the slip, leaving a 25-foot sec-

tion, and rebuilding a crib dock,

angled to protect the slip.  

M
r. M

cM
illan said historic

accounts of the property describe a

100-foot-long boathouse at the site

before it was destroyed by a fire,

so the structure he wants to build

“is much less square footage than

the original.”The boathouse will be 30.6 feet

by 32 feet in size and 14 feet tall

from the dock. The zoning ordi-

nance allows only 1,000 square

feet for properties with 201 to 500

feet of water frontage. M
r. M

cM
il-

lan believes his property has about

350 to 400 feet of frontage, but

measurement turned in with the

project differed from that, noted

Zoning and Building Administra-

tor Frank Sims, prompting com-

missioners to ask for a verified fig-

ure.

The planning commission also

asked that the boat shelter be fitted

with decorative elements and be

more appealing and required M
r.

M
cM

illan to turn in elevation

drawings for a site plan review.

Three commissioners will review

the plans, which are a stipulation

for issuing the building permit. 

Contractor 
M

ike 
M

cM
aken

said he and M
r. M

cM
illan had

already discussed design enhance-

ments for the boathouse, which he

said will have shingles and a

gabled roof and will match the

house in color. 
Commissioner John Grenier’s

motion to approve the boathouse

included the rationale that the

structure is not intruding into the

waterway because it will be

behind a breakwall, that it is close

to the shore, and that there will be

no habitation in the structure.

Commissioners M
ike M

iller

and Steve Honnila will represent

the planning commission at the

Saturday, June 28, annual meeting

at 10 a.m., where they will explain

the master plan and zoning ordi-

nance revision process. 

Hired To Replace Abbitt

Bob Hughey, grand

marshal for the 59th

annual Lilac Festival

Parade.

Oversized Boathouse Gets OK at Clark Twp.
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Guvs’ National Roles Diminishing

Clark Twp. Moving To Finish Plan

Sculpture Goes to Ann Arbor School

Dinner To Benefit Christmas Charities

Rent, Food, Utilities Help Among Services To Be Showcased Monday
Services: From page 1

Ship: From page 1

USS Freedom Visits Straits for Trials

On State Street, from Goudreau to Spring streets, white
lights were strung on downtown St. Ignace trees Wednesday,
October 29. The lights use 80% less electricity than standard
miniature tree lights, said Tom Kladzyk (pictured), owner of
Holiday Lighting Service of Manchester. The lights will remain
in place year around and are funded by the Downtown
Development Authority, which approved the $2,815 light
expenditure and installation at its August meeting.

Downtown Trees Get Lights

A lasagna dinner will be
Sunday, November 16, at 5:30
p.m. at Moose Lodge 999 in St.
Ignace to benefit the Mackinac
County Children’s Toy Drive and
Moose Lodge Christmas food bas-
kets. 

Bring a toy for a chance to win
a door prize. The evening will also
include a silent auction and a
50/50 raffle.

Hunters and the general public
are welcome.


