Thursday, November 13, 2008

By MSU Extension

Michigan’s firearm deer sea-
son is important to those who
make their way into the woods to
score that trophy buck and fill
their freezers with meat, but it is
also a contributor to Michigan’s
economy.

“Michigan has more than
725,000 deer hunters who har-
vest an average of 450,000 deer
annually, and they’ve done this
consistently over the past dec-
ade,” said Jordan Pusateri

Burroughs, wildlife outreach
specialist in the Michigan State
University (MSU) Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife. “Total
retail spending by deer hunters
contributes more than $700 mil-
lion annually to the state’s econ-
omy, and the deer hunting indus-
try all total accounts for almost
12,000 jobs.”

Michigan ranks fourth nation-
ally in the amount of annual
retail sales to all resident
hunters, at just over $1.3 billion,
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Hotel rooms available...
Call (906) 643-9511 to book!

Ladles:

Doe Camp/P]J Party
Saturday, November 15

9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Village Inn

(Well Behaved Bucks Welcome) |
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Cut the way

* Summer
Sausage

* Jerky

VENISON PROCGESSING

and Other Varieties
* Pepper Sticks

Downtown Meats & Deli
647-2471

190 Church Street, Pickford « M-F 9-5 - Sat. 9-6

YOU want it!
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Jenny Leach
Owner

2008 FORD TAURUS X
FWD, SEL

$4000 Rebate
or 1.9%

72 MONTHS!

2008 FORD SPORT TRAG
XIT, 4x4

$4000 Rebate
or 1.9%

2008 MERGURY MOUNTAINEER
Premier, 4x4, Moonroof

$4000 Rebate
or 1.9%

2008 FORD EDGE
AWD, Limited, Moonroof

$3750 Rebate
or 5750 & 1.9%

2008 FORD F-150

$7500 Rebate

Supercab, 4x4, XLT, Chrome Pkg. i

2008 FORD RANGER
4-cylinder, 5-speed, A/C, Cruise

$257/Month

Includes
Tax, Title, Transfer Fee

2007 MUSTANG GT COUPE
Premium, V-8, 5-speed, Shelby GT Pkg.

wass38.650 Now $29,995

West U.S. 2
St. Ignace

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

(906) 643-8040

Toll Free
1-877-562-7249

Check Out These and Many Other Vehicles on Our Website:
www.mackinacford.com
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2008 Hunting Season at a Glance

THE ST. IGNACE NEWS

Deer Hunting Feeds Michigan Tradition, Familes, and Economy

and its hunters contribute more
than $94 million in state and
local tax revenues, according to
the Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies.

Healthy deer are not only
important to wildlife watchers,
hunters and biologists, they are
also important to a wide variety
of businesses that support
hunters, including restaurants,
gas stations, hardware stores,
sporting goods outlets, meat
processors and even department
stores.

This year, hunters in Mich-
igan’s Lower Peninsula will face
more challenges than the weather

and wiles of their prey. One case
of chronic wasting disease
(CWD), a fatal neurological dis-
ease of deer and elk, was con-
firmed in a privately-owned deer
breeding facility in Kent County
this past August, ultimately
resulting in a peninsula-wide ban
on feeding or baiting elk and
deer.

While some hunters have tra-
ditionally placed corn, sugar
beets, apples or carrots to entice
deer to their favorite hunting
spot, it’s a practice that con-
tributes to unnatural congrega-
tion of animals that can acceler-
ate the spread of CWD or bovine
tuberculosis (TB), another dis-
ease that has been found in parts
of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula.

“These diseases can be trans-
mitted when deer come to eat at a
deer hunter’s bait site or back-
yard feeder where homeowners
may watch deer. An infected deer

* Hunting license and
identification used to pur-
chase the license (Michigan
driver’s license, identifica-
tion card, or DNR sport card)
must be carried at all times
while hunting.

* All hunters must wear an
item of clothing (hat, cap,
vest, jacket, or rain gear) in
“hunter orange.” It should be
the outermost garment, and
must be visible from all sides.
If it is camouflage, at least
50% of the garment must be
orange.

* Hunting hours are
approximately one half hour
before sunrise, through
approximately one half hour
after sunset.

* Safety zones are all areas
within 150 yards (450 feet) of
an occupied building, house,
cabin, barn, or other farm
building. One may not hunt in
this area, or shoot at any ani-
mal within this area without
written permission of the

Hunting Safety Tips

property owner.

e It is illegal to drink alco-
hol or use intoxicating drugs
before hunting.

e Hunters should familiar-
ize themselves with the area
in which they will be hunting,
and should leave specific
information about the hunting
location and what time they
plan to return.

* No one should assume
they are alone in the woods,
and don’t assume other
hunters will act responsibly.

e If sitting against a rock
or a tree, make sure it is
wider than one’s shoulders,
so as not to be mistaken for a
target.

* Be 100% sure of the tar-
get before shooting.

* Reacquaint yourself with
Michigan’s hunting laws, and
follow safety tips to prevent
tragedies from happening.

Information provided by
Mackinac County Sheriff’s
Department.

Good Luck
Hunters!

Propane Filled While You Wait!

FURNACE REPALR AND PARTS

Complete Line of Parts and Accessories
For Your RV and Appliances

 FULL SERVICE REPAIR -

After the Fact RV

5229 W. M-80, Kincheloe, MI
906-495-7242

EEEEED (.} 9-5:30 - Sat. 9-2
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Great Food!
Great Service!!
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FRIDAY - Fish Fry All-You-Can-Eat
Whitefish & Perch

6TH ANNUAL

. HUNTER’S BALL
Saturday, Nov. 1§*

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

ol

Last Call

10 p.m. -2 a.m.

Dinner & Drink Specials

FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE AVAILABLE
CALL For DETAILS

M-123, Moran
Open 11 a.m. -2 a.m.

.ah‘.l i
Book Now for Christmas Parties

* 906-643-1156

+ We accept all major credit cards

can transmit the disease by direct
contact with another deer, or con-
taminate food items or soil with
infected saliva, feces or urine,”
said Mrs. Burroughs.

As far as hunting and feeding
bans by the state in the Lower
Peninsula, Mr. Burroughs said
this year may require more scout-
ing ahead of time to better under-
stand deer travel routes and iden-
tify habitat that can support deer
during the hunting season.

While Mrs. Burroughs notes
that the locations many Michigan
hunters choose are rooted in fam-
ily traditions, participation in the
sport does not require a trip to
the far north.

“There are plenty of opportu-
nities in southern Michigan to
hunt deer,” she says. “Southern
Michigan has an abundant deer
population, many antlerless
licenses available, and been the
location in the last few years
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where several of the big bucks
have been harvested.”

Those hunters who are suc-
cessful can get tips for safely
handling their deer through two
products available from MSU
Extension.

“Field Dressing & Butchering
Your Venison” is a 94-minute
presentation focused on food
safety and preservation. It is
available for $25.

“Michigan Venison” is a 46-
page bulletin that includes tips
on everything, from butchering
to handling various cuts of veni-
son, processing, and cooking the
meat. It is available free online
or as a booklet for $2.25.

Both products can be obtained
from the Mackinac County MSU
Extension office by calling 643-
7307, or online at the MSU
Extension Educational Materials
Distribution Center at www.
emdc.msue.msu.edu.

Bag Limits Set for Fall,
Winter Hunting Seasons

Fall and winter hunting seasons for the Upper Peninsula (Zone 1) are

as follows:

DEER
Archery - October 1 to November 14; December 1 to January 1 (one

per kill tag)

Firearm - November 15 to November 30 (one per kill tag)

Muzzleloading -

December 5 to December 14 (one per kill tag)

Late firearm - December 22 to January 1 Antlerless deer on private

land only. (one per kill tag)

RABBIT
September 15 to March 31 (five per day, 10 combined possession)

CROW

February 1 to March 31 (no bag limit)
Crows may be taken outside the open season during hunting hours, in
compliance with federal regulations, if these birds are causing a nuisance

or creating a health hazard.

RUFFED GROUSE
September 15 to November 15; December 1 to January 1 (five per

day, 10 in possession)

SQUIRREL, FOX
and GRAY
September 15 to March 1 (five per day, 10 in possession)
Information provided by Department of Natural Resources.

MSP Investigate Breaking and Entering

The Michigan State Police are
investigating a breaking and enter-
ing at the Superior Township Hall
in Brimley Thursday, October 23.
A safe was forced open and an
undisclosed amount of money was

taken.

Anyone with information may
call Crime Stoppers at (800) 465-
7867. Callers may remain anony-
mous and tips leading to an arrest
could earn a $1,000 reward.
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Good Luck Hunters!

Tell all your buck tails
on alltel wireless
We’re your alltel source!

TV, Inc.
Located next to Chamber of Commerce
Mon. 9-5:30 - Tues.-Fri. 9-7 - Sat. 10-4

2650 I-5 Bus. Spur
Sault Ste. Marie, Mi

\'§

(906) 635-5183

Good Luck
Hunters!

CEDARVILLE
Taylor Lumber Company
(906) 484-2204

PICKFORD
Pickford Building Center
(906) 647-3101

www.tricountybuildingcenters.com

Complete Building Supplies

Pole Barn & Garage Packages

TRI
COUNTY

Building Centers

4 locations to serve you throughout
Central and Eastern Upper Peninsula

Lumber & Home Center
Kitchen Designs

Hardware
Job Site Delivery

ST. IGNACE
Straits Building Center
(906) 643-7141

DeTOUR
DeTour-Drummond
Building Center
(906) 297-5011



