
Commercial bicycle licenses are
issued each April, and the city holds
a public hearing if new licenses are
requested. Council bases its decision
on whether the number of commer-
cial licenses meet the needs of the
public, local traffic conditions, and
the catch-all term, "health, safety,
and welfare of the general public."

Ryba Bicycle Rental, which
holds 395 licenses, just under 30%
of the total, is exempt from the cap.

Sandra and Debra Orr, owners of
Orr Kids Bicycle Shop, suggested
the ordinance stipulate rental bicycle
trailers "should not exceed manufac-
turer's recommended weight load,"
instead of limiting it to not more
than two young children.

The Orrs also would like Council

to provide more than 10 days notice
of bicycle license distribution.

City attorney Tom Evashevski
was directed by Council after the
meeting to add the weight limit rec-
ommendation to the amendment,
but was not told to extend the notice
time frame. 

Language in the amendment
about the limitations on a bicycle
trailer will include both manufactur-
er's weight limitations and a limit on
the number of children allowed in
one cart, which was already in the
amendment.

Mayor Margaret Doud assured
Tom Pfeiffelmann, co-owner with
Gwen Baker of Island Bicycle
Rental, that his company's request to
transfer 100 licenses to Arnold
Transit's Lakeside Bike Rental and

100 to Ira Green will be addressed at
Council's next meeting Monday,
December 29, which was changed
from its usual Wednesday meeting
because of New Year’s Eve. 

Council will work with the U.S.
Department of Transportation and
the U.S. Coast Guard to certify
Mackinac Island as compliant with
the requirements of the International
Ship and Port Facility Code. This
will allow the Island port to contin-
ue to welcome cruise ships in for the
2009 season, part of a new
Homeland Security requirement by
the U.S. government, Mayor Doud
explained.

A firm named Travel Dynamics
is expected to operate a cruise ship
between Duluth, Minnesota, and
Toronto, Ontario, making several
stops in between, including
Houghton and Mackinac Island.

Council filed a letter asking local
ports to meet the new standards, and
will send the information to Bob
Brown of Arnold Transit Company,
which moors incoming cruise ships
at its Island dock.

Council, at the suggestion of City
Treasurer Rick Linn, agreed to pay
off the remaining debt for the 1996
construction of the fire hall on
Market Street, with the last payment
being $75,000. 

The payment is due this June and
would have required an interest pay-
ment of $1,856 that Council now
can avoid. Mr. Linn explained the
city could pay it off now, consider-
ing collection of summer taxes is
completed.

Council's last monthly interest
payment for December will be
$309.38.

Brian and Joe Murray, property
owners on Main Street next to Ste.
Anne’s rectory, asked Council in a
letter to change the way the city
plows the area to avoid damaging
their fence.

Mayor Doud said there are only
so many places snow can be piled up
away from the street.

"Sometimes fences do get dam-
aged, but snow piles up and it comes

down to the people's health and wel-
fare" of maintaining safe and clean
streets, said Mayor Doud. 

The letter was placed on file.
Council directed its Streets and

Sidewalks Committee to review
Jack and Terri Armstrong's request
for a temporary motor vehicle per-
mit to use a lawn tractor to plow
snow at their British Landing home.
He received a permit to use the trac-
tor to mow the lawn, but the permit
expired in November and must be
renewed for use in the winter. 

Council questioned why the
Armstrongs need a motorized vehi-
cle to remove the snow, but agreed a
committee could more thoroughly
review the request.

Robin Dorman, a member of the
audience, asked the city to consider
having Santa Claus arrive at the
annual Christmas Bazaar on a horse
and sleigh, which he feels is more
suitable to the Island than a fire
truck.

Motor vehicles have been banned
from the Island since 1898, howev-
er, emergency vehicles are allowed
year-around, as are utility and con-
struction vehicles, and snowmobiles
during the winter.

"It's just a small suggestion, but
to promote the Island's horse culture,
it would seem better to bring Santa
on horse and sleigh instead of a fire
engine," said Mr. Dorman.

Aldermen Jason St. Onge, a fire-

fighter, and Armand "Smi" Horn, a
former fire chief, believe using the
fire truck honors the firefighters,
who began the tradition years ago.

Council agreed to allow Santa's
motorized mode of transportation to
continue.

Richard Coates was given a tem-
porary motor vehicle permit for use
of a backhoe at his Sandalwood
home to remove a tree that blew
down during a recent storm.

Council scheduled a Zoning
Board of Appeals meeting for 4:30
p.m. January 28, to review Craig and
Paula Starkweather's request for
alterations to their Spring Street
home, as the project calls for
reassessment of lot coverage.

million.
Three major improvements in-

clude removing a hump in the mid-
dle of the paved runway and build-
ing up each end of the airport to
improve pilots' line of sight, moving
the runway 65 feet from the west
side of a fence to comply with fed-
eral aviation safety standards, and
repairing sinkholes from the run-
way.

A sinkhole was repaired Wed-
nesday, December 10. It was the
second one discovered in the past
five years.

The last time the runway was
repaved was in 1988.

"The runway is deteriorating
badly," said Phil Porter, director at
Mackinac State Historic Parks.

The Commission's layout plan,
which is supposed to be updated

every five years  but hasn't been
updated since 1988, allows the
Commission to comply with
Federal Aviation Administration
standards and be eligible for federal
grants.

The Park Commission initially
thought the cost would be around $2
million to resurface the runway, but
safety issues escalated that to $6
million, which put the project on
hold until all of the funding can be
secured.

A December 18 public hearing at
the Island airport terminal was
attended by about a dozen people,
whose main concerns were safety
issues regarding the runway that the
proposed repairs would resolve and
the closing of the airport while con-
struction is underway.

Mr. Porter said that a September
and October closing will be the qui-

etest time of the year and the boats
will still be running then.

People flying to Mackinac
Island will have to land in St.
Ignace or Mackinaw City during
the time Island facility is closed.

Great Lakes Air, which operates
from the Mackinac County Airport
in St. Ignace, attributes more than
90% of its business to serving
Mackinac Island, with between
8,500 to 10,000 trips taken
between St. Ignace and Mackinac
Island each year. 

Great Lakes Air operator Paul
Fullerton said his business will do
its best to accommodate Island
travelers and offer shuttle service
between the airport and boat docks
in St. Ignace.

“It’s still going to be a loss of
business, but how else are you sup-
posed to do it?” asked Mr.
Fullerton. “It’ll be a better airport
when it’s done, and safer for
everybody.”

Plans for emergency medical
evacuation via helicopter or by
escort using the services of the
U.S. Coast Guard are underway.

URS Corporation, an engineer-
ing and planning company based
in Grand Rapids, will be oversee-
ing the enginnering plans, said Mr.
Porter. 

The Commission's airport lay-
out plan is not a blueprint for con-
struction but merely suggestions
proposed by the Commission as to
how to improve the runway, said
Mr. Porter. Actual construction
plans will be drawn once funding
is secured.

Plans for construction in 2010
may be altered, depending whether
the Commission can secure
enough funding in time, a feat that
may prove challenging, consider-
ing the national recession.

"There's a lot of ifs out there
about the availability of federal
money," said Mr. Porter, "but we
need to proceed this way with the
expectation that the money will be
there, as it has been in the past."

Men gather around a single-engine plane, which was the first to land at the newly opened Mackinac
Island airstrip June 29, 1934. The grass runway was paved in the early 1960s. It was repaved in 1978 and
then again in 1988. (Photograph courtesy of Mackinac State Historic Parks)
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As we look forward to 
the new year, we thank you

for your business last year
and wish you a most
prosperous new year.

Happy New Year!

We will be closed all day
Thursday, January 1

Remember… 
Our ATMs Are Always Open

Happy New Year
Begin Again, It’s a New Year

Happy New Year
Begin Again, It’s a New Year

Open your account today by stopping 
at one of our 7 local banking offices!

Member FDIC

132 N. State St. • Ph. (906) 643-6800
P.O. Box 187  •  St. Ignace, MI 49781

“We’re Right Here 
at Home”

Branch Offices at:
NORTH BAY & MORAN TOWNSHIP, ST. IGNACE

CEDARVILLE • MACKINAC ISLAND 
NAUBINWAY • NEWBERRY

Member FDIC

Trust the Eastern Upper Peninsula’s 
oldest community bank, 
celebrating 120 years of 

continuous service to the area.

Visit us online at 
www.fnbsi.com

Tis the Season to be Thankful! 
The Community Health Access Coalition 

(CHAC) would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Mackinac Straits Hospital, Mackinac

Straits Naubinway Clinic and the volunteer
health care providers, staff and partners for 

all of their kindness and support.  It is 
through their generosity we are one step 

closer to a healthier community.
Cynthia Butcher, CFNP

Carl Hawkins, MD
Alice Lindsey, MD

Jesus Neri, MD
Carol Norman, CFNP

Richard Hodgeman, MD
Kathy Rollinger, DO

Jonathon Schumaker, MD
We would also like to send a special thank you
to Mackinac Straits Hospital Board of Directors
and all the others who have been instrumental in 

maintaining the program in Mackinac County.

Together we can get our community covered!

www.upchac.org

Thank you for your 
business and your 

loyalty.

Merry
Christmas

200 N. Pleasant St.
Pickford, MI (906) 647-3251

Special Orders Welcome

Get It Fast!
Subscribe to the Online Edition

of The St. Ignace News.

Get the same
paper, in PDF
format that
looks just
like the
printed
version 

and in
HTML

format
that can be

read and
enjoyed, each

story at a time.

And the best part - it’s usually available to read on
Tuesday night, sometimes before the printed 

version is even on the press.
We’ll even let you know via e-mail when it’s ready!
Subscribe online 24/7 using your credit card.

Or phone 906-643-9150 
Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A great last minute gift, too!
Just $35 for a whole year.

www.stignacenews.com

By Paul Gingras

In 1956, a young motorhead

named Ed Reavie pulled up to

LaSalle High School in his first car,

a red, 1953 Ford Sunliner convert-

ible, a vehicle, he recalls, that stood

right “at the top of the food chain”

in the automobile world.

“I felt like a pretty cool kid in

high school driving that, let me tell

you,” he said. 

Convertibles have always been

prized highly by car enthusiasts, so

this weekend, as organizer of the

12th Annual Antiques on the Bay

show in St. Ignace, Mr. Reavie

chose to feature them.

As many as 60 are expected to

be displayed at the St. Ignace Mari-

na, where they will be admired

along with all manner of cars and

trucks 1983 and older, against the

blue backdrop of Moran Bay and

the boats in the harbor.
“It’s the perfect setting for an

antiques show,” Mr. Reavie said.

Antique car owner J.R. Hostetler
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Prized Convertibles To Lead Antiques on the Bay

•  A new movie by Mackinac

Island filmmakers shows the

summer resort area as few

tourists have seen it.

... page 3

• Yacht racers at Hessel are

preparing to host a regatta for

sailors from several states.
... page 3

• USCG Station St. Ignace 

welcomes Decker in Change 

of Command ceremony.
... page 13

Inside... Hughey Is Lilac Parade Marshal

Questions Linger; City

Delays Claiming Tower

Quilters’Art Is Focus at Pickford

Heckman ToLead RoadCommission

First Car Show of Summer Is This Weekend at St. Ignace

John Hillock (right) sells raffle tickets to Bev Nayback at the

entrance to the Pickford Historical Society Quilt Show Saturday,

June 14. Arliss Fountain is seated in the background. All are Pickford

residents. The winning ticket holder will receive the quilt pictured

between Mrs. Nayback and Mr. Hillock, a sampler quilt stitched by

volunteers as a fundraiser for the Historical Society. Each square

represents an individual quilt pattern, and is named and auto-

graphed by the maker. 

At left: In his 36th

consecutive year of lead-

ing Mackinac Island’s

annual Lilac Festival

Parade Sunday, June 15,

Donald “Duck” Andress

proudly displays his
Native American regalia

and American flag.
Behind him are fellow

tribal members Carl

Andress, Tony Miron,

and John Perrault, who

finished the parade on

foot after his horse
became skittish.

By Ryan Schlehuber

It was at least 30 years since

Bob Hughey last enjoyed Mack-

inac Island’s Lilac Festival

parade, but last Sunday, June 15,

he was featured in it as the grand

marshal.Mr. Hughey, who now resides

in St. Ignace with his wife, Pat,

has a storied past on Mackinac

Island, beginning in 1943, when,

at 17, he arrived from Boyne City

with only $7 in his pocket and

high hopes of finding a job. He

was soon the night watchman at

Grand Hotel, and the hotel pro-

vided him with a room at the

William Backhouse Astor cottage

on Cadotte Avenue.
“It was the most beautiful

room I’ve ever stayed in,” said

Mr. Hughey, now 82. “I thought

they made a mistake, that’s how

nice it was.”

He opened Little Bob’s

Restaurant on Astor Street in

October 1948. It boasted dollar

dinners, fast service, and “World

Famous Key Lime Pies.”

The restaurant was a landmark

on Mackinac Island for nearly 50

years, closing in 1994.
“That restaurant is badly

missed,” said Jeannette Doud,

local historian and correspondent

for The St. Ignace News. “Many

families still come to the Island

and look for it. It was such a won-

derful place.”Bob Hughey also owned the

Captain’s Table restaurant, on the

corner of Astor and Main, now

the site of May’s Fudge, and

operated the Fort Mackinac Tea

Room.He was one of the few spon-

sors of the inaugural Lilac Day

Parade in 1949, when there were

only a few floats, two bands, and

no more than 200 visitors to

watch it. His float included his

brother, Donald, dressed in loin-

cloth, moccasins, and a western

Indian chief’s headdress, accom-

panied by three Indians on a blan-

ket, and a deer hide fastened to

poles. The float received first

place, he said.He attributes the Island’s tradi-

tional event to Evangilene “Ling”

Horn, a childhood friend.

“She lived her whole life on

Mackinac Island and conceived

the idea [of a celebration of

lilacs] when she was a very

young girl,” Mr. Hughey wrote

in a Letter to the Editor in the

Town Crier last July.
Because of family responsi-

bilities, Mrs. Horn appealed to

This 1929 Hudson Dual Cowl Phaeton convertible will be one of

the featured convertibles on display for the 12th Annual Antiques on

the Bay show in St. Ignace Saturday, June 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission to the show is free of charge. The display will follow an

antique car procession over the Mackinac Bridge from Mackinaw

City to St. Ignace Friday at 4:30 p.m. (Photograph courtesy of Nostal-

gia Productions)

By Karen Gould

With no warranty agreement and

lingering questions over the Ever-

green Shores water tower, the St.

Ignace City Council unanimously

agreed to postpone accepting own-

ership of the structure during its

Monday, June 16, meeting. Any

decision regarding the structure now

will wait until Council meets again

July 7. Council members say they

will seek a five-year warranty for

the tower and may require a surety

bond.
The tower cracked in a March

2007 storm, after it had been raised

26 feet by Pittsburgh Tank and Tow-

er.
The city's consultant in the mat-

ter, Dixon Engineering of Lake

Odessa, gave its report Monday

night on why the tower failed, stat-

ing that stiffeners were improperly

installed. The tower has since been

repaired, but since Pittsburgh’s ele-

vated tank division has since been

purchased by Phoenix Fabricators

and Erectors, the city should be

careful about which company it

wants to warrant the extension, said

Dixon Engineering’s president, Bill

Dixon, who attended the meeting

Monday.

City attorney Prentiss  Brown, Jr.

was asked to clarify which company

should provide the warranty.

The $80,000 extension to the

city’s water tower was paid for by

the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of

Chippewa Indians so as to provide

service to its Mackinac Trail hotel,

casino, and housing development.

Les Therrian, director of the

Department of Public Works, told

council he had expected to receive a

warranty agreement as late as Mon-

day afternoon, but none was

received.Council briefly considered

accepting the tower contingent on

the receipt of a three-year to five-

year warranty. Councilmen Paul

Fullerton and Willie LaLonde

questioned accepting the tower

without seeing the warranty.

A one-year warranty would nor-

mally be acceptable, but Mr. Dixon

said this is an extraordinary situa-

tion and an extended warranty is a

reasonable request under the cir-

cumstances. A warranty usually

begins when a tank is operational,

which would have been in March

when the tank was filled with water.

At left: One of the exhibitions

at the Pickford Historical Soci-

ety’s June 13 and June 14 quilt

show was this creation by Verna

Zwolinski of Pickford, a self-

taught quilter who never took a

quilting class, and drew her

own, freehand pattern tem-

plates on cardboard and plastic

lids from food containers. Fami-

ly members estimate she made

more than 200 quilts between

the ages of 57 and 65. 

By Amy Polk
Dirk Heckman was selected as

the new engineer/manager at the

Mackinac County Road Commis-

sion Tuesday, June 10. He will

replace Karrie Abbitt, who held the

position less than a year, and his

start date is undetermined at this

time. Mr. Heckman now works in a

similar position at the Chippewa

County Road Commission, and the

Mackinac County board was

unsure when his contract would

release him. Commissioner Lester

Livermore estimated it could be a

month or more before he can start

working for the Mackinac County

Road Commission. 
Mr. Heckman was one of four

people who submitted applications,

and one of only two qualified for

the position by applying for the

engineer/manager job. Of the

remaining two candidates, one

applied as an engineer only and one

applied as a manager only. Mr.

Heckman is a LaSalle High School

graduate and now lives in St.

Ignace Township. Commissioners

are working on a contract and

salary to offer Mr. Heckman.

Michigan Department of Trans-

portation (MDOT) has slashed its

summer maintenance budget,

blaming what it calls a severe win-

ter and higher snow removal costs

for less available money for sum-

mer maintenance. MDOT cut

$11,800 from the maintenance

budget and will not clean ditches

this year. MDOT will mow only

once along state routes this year,

since the grass cutting and weed

control fund was cut by more than

half, from $7,565 to $3,565.

County Road Commission

Chairman Frank Luepnitz read the

list of changes aloud during the

meeting, including a $2,100 reduc-

tion in tree and shrub removal

funding and a $446 reduction (from

$500) for preventive maintenance.

There is no funding for several oth-

er areas like drainage and backs-

lope work, bridge structure mainte-

nance, bridge signs, traffic signal

maintenance, and pavement mark-

ing.
Tree and shrub removal has

been reduced to downed trees and

stumps only, and only when they

By Amy Polk

Clark Township Planning Com-

mission gave Andrew McMillan

permission to build an oversized

boat shelter on his Marquette

Island lot Tuesday, June 10. Illus-

trating why some property owners

seek larger boathouses in the Les

Cheneaux Islands, Mr. McMillan

said the 1,030-foot, open-sided

structure is necessary to provide

shelter for two antique Chris Craft

boats that should not be exposed to

the elements. One is an all-origi-

nal, 26-foot, 1930 Chris Craft run-

about. The project includes placing

the shelter inside a large, existing

boat slip on the property, removing

an 85-foot section of dock along-

side the slip, leaving a 25-foot sec-

tion, and rebuilding a crib dock,

angled to protect the slip.  

Mr. McMillan said historic

accounts of the property describe a

100-foot-long boathouse at the site

before it was destroyed by a fire,

so the structure he wants to build

“is much less square footage than

the original.”The boathouse will be 30.6 feet

by 32 feet in size and 14 feet tall

from the dock. The zoning ordi-

nance allows only 1,000 square

feet for properties with 201 to 500

feet of water frontage. Mr. McMil-

lan believes his property has about

350 to 400 feet of frontage, but

measurement turned in with the

project differed from that, noted

Zoning and Building Administra-

tor Frank Sims, prompting com-

missioners to ask for a verified fig-

ure.
The planning commission also

asked that the boat shelter be fitted

with decorative elements and be

more appealing and required Mr.

McMillan to turn in elevation

drawings for a site plan review.

Three commissioners will review

the plans, which are a stipulation

for issuing the building permit. 

Contractor Mike McMaken

said he and Mr. McMillan had

already discussed design enhance-

ments for the boathouse, which he

said will have shingles and a

gabled roof and will match the

house in color. Commissioner John Grenier’s

motion to approve the boathouse

included the rationale that the

structure is not intruding into the

waterway because it will be

behind a breakwall, that it is close

to the shore, and that there will be

no habitation in the structure.

Commissioners Mike Miller

and Steve Honnila will represent

the planning commission at the

Saturday, June 28, annual meeting

at 10 a.m., where they will explain

the master plan and zoning ordi-

nance revision process. 

Hired To Replace Abbitt

Bob Hughey, grand

marshal for the 59th

annual Lilac Festival

Parade.

Oversized Boathouse Gets OK at Clark Twp.
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City of Mackinac Island Caps Percentage of Bike Rental Business Each Owner Can Have
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Plan Will Allow Grants To Be Sought for Airport Project


