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Two Charges Dropped, Two Undecided in Lawsuit Against Thomas North

By Ellen Paquin

Two charges have been dis-
missed, and two will go to jury in a
lawsuit against Thomas North of St.
Ignace, who was charged in October
with four counts of misrepresenting
himself as the incumbent in the
November 4 election for the judge-
ship of 92nd District Court.

At issue in the case is the use of
printed campaign materials in which
Mr. North, the former judge of 6th
Probate Court, referred to himself as
“judge.”

The case began when his oppo-
nent in the election, incumbent
Judge Beth Gibson of Newberry,

filed a complaint contending Mr.
North's use of the honorary title
"judge" in his campaign materials
implied he was the incumbent.
Disputed are the words "Elect Judge
Thomas North to District Court”" on
two magnetic signs used on cars in
July 4 parades, "Judge Thomas
North Election Committee" printed
on his campaign letterhead, and
"Judge North" used on a name tag,
according to the court warrant.
Judge John Fitzgerald of Mont-
morency County, assigned to 92nd
District Court for this case, dis-
missed counts three and four, con-
cerning the name badge and sta-

tionery, January 8. Count three was
dismissed with prejudice, meaning
the charge could not be re-filed in
the future. Count four was dismissed
without prejudice, and the prosecu-
tor, James Linderman of Emmet
County, has 30 days in which he can
amend this charge by changing the
language.

Mr. Linderman was assigned to
the case when Mackinac County
Prosecutor Fred Feleppa, perceiving
a conflict of interest for his office
because the case could impact the
campaigns of two candidates for the
bench, requested another prosecutor
be called in.

Three-Vehicle Crash Results in Death

One man died and four people
were injured in a three-vehicle crash
Sunday, January 18, on US-2, west
of Pte. Aux Chenes Road in Moran
Township.

An eastbound vehicle driven by
Caitlan Grubb, 19, of White Lake,
lost control and struck a westbound
vehicle driven by Louis Giesken, 64,
of Chesaning. The Giesken vehicle
was then struck by another east-
bound vehicle driven by Kristy Burt,
29, of Marquette.

Joseph Esmer, 54, of St. Charles,
was a passenger in the Giesken vehi-

cle, and was pronounced dead at the
scene.

Occupants and drivers of all vehi-
cles were transported to Mackinac
Straits Hospital in St. Ignace. Injured
were John Schneider, 54, of St.
Charles; Joshua Burt, 34, and Parker
Burt, 3, both of Marquette, and
Louis Giesken. Mr. Burt, Mr. Gies-
ken, and Mr. Schneider were later
transferred to Northern Michigan
Regional Hospital in Petoskey for
further treatment.

The road was icy. Alcohol is not
believed to be involved in the crash.
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The quotation under the flag of The St. Ignace News on Page 1 is from the
10 triads written by Dr. Fred Newton Scott, creator and teacher of the first
continuous course in journalism in the United States at the University of
Michigan in 1890. The 10 triads are chiseled on the parapet of the Detroit
News Building at 615 Lafayette Boulevard, Detroit. They were headed “Ideals
of the Press” or “The Newspaper in a Free Society,” and serve as a reminder
of what a free press means to us.

Further investigation is planned.

Michigan State Police from the
St. Ignace Post were assisted at the
scene by the Mackinac County
Sheriff Department, St. Ignace Fire
Department, Hendricks Township
Fire and EMS, Allied EMS, and
Mackinaw City EMS.

The difference in printed lan-
guage between the car signs and the
other materials is the reason the two
counts regarding the signs were
sustained by the court, while the
others were dismissed, Judge
Fitzgerald told The St. Ignace News
Friday, January 16.

“There is case law, opinions of
the Judicial Tenure Commission,
and opinions from the Michigan
Code of Professional Responsibil-
ity, so there are a number of
resources that address this issue,”
Judge Fitzgerald said. “The out-
come is still pending.”

A good part of the day January 8
was spent arguing the legal points
of the language by all parties, the
judge said, and since then, further
motions have been filed by Mr.
North for consideration by the
court.

Mr. North is representing him-
self and has requested a jury trial,
Judge Fitzgerald said.

Does the judge anticipate a
change of venue for this case,

Michigan
Politics

By
George Weeks

owing to Mr. North’s longtime resi-
dency and former judgeship in
Mackinac County?

Under the law, he said, “you
must attempt to impanel a jury first.
This case may or may not be tried in
Mackinac County.”

If the campaign materials are
found to be in violation of the law,
these are misdemeanor charges,
each punishable by up to 90 days in
jail and a $500 fine.

Judge Gibson was the winner in
the November 4 election.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Northern 3 To Have Sway
Over Obama Agenda

Northern Michigan’s three con-
gressmen will have key roles on
the fate of the Obama administra-
tion’s agenda on Capitol Hill.

One, Representative Bart Stu-
pak (D-Menominee), revealed
Saturday that he recently dis-
cussed with ex-Representative
Rahm Emanuel of Illinois, a long-
time ally on Great Lakes issues
and incoming White House chief
of staff, about ways to shape the
new administration’s agenda for
the lakes.

One proposal being drafted by
Stupak is creation of a Great
Lakes Trust Fund.

As newly-selected ranking
Republican on the powerful
House Ways and Means Com-
mittee, 10-term 4th District
Representative Dave Camp of
Midland will be an influential
voice on domestic affairs.

He is among four GOP con-
gressmen working to develop
what he calls “constructive ideas
to help revitalize the nation’s
economy’ in response to an earli-
er request by President-elect
Barack Obama for Republican
ideas.

As ranking Republican on the
House Intelligence Committee —
and its chairman when his party
ruled the House — nine-term 2nd
District Representative Peter
Hoekstra of Holland retains his
prominent voice on security and
foreign affairs.

Hoekstra, who’s not going to
seek reelection in 2010 and is
exploring running then for gover-
nor, has been a go-to guy for the
national media, and not timid
about occasional criticism of the
Bush administration.

But among the Northern Three,
the most critical in congressional
relations for Obama will be nine-
term 1st District Congressman
Stupak, who last week was unani-
mously picked by all other 35
Democrats on the House Energy
and Commerce Committee to
retain chairmanship of its Over-
sight and Investigations Commit-
tee.

Stupak, who held 36 hearings
over the past two years, said: “I
expect an equally aggressive
agenda in the new Congress” on
“food and drug safety, FDA (drug
agency) reform, security of gov-
ernment laboratories, energy
costs, and abuses in our nation’s
health care system.”

Last week, Stupak was among
Democrats quoted by The Hill
daily newspaper in a story that
began: “Senior House Democrats
have a message for their Speaker:
We’re mad as hell, and we’re only
taking it this one last time.”

The publication said that as
“congressional Democrats take
the lead in responding to the sink-
ing economy, subcommittee and
even some full-committee chair-
men” who normally wield signifi-
cant influence in writing legisla-
tion “have been forced to wait on

the sidelines as monumental bills
are written” by Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s office.

Stupak said of the snub: “This
is really set to come to a head
soon. The question is: Are we
actually going to get a chance to
legislate? There’s an opportunity
to turn this corner, but we have not
done that yet.”

But Stupak, who Saturday
returned my phone call as he was
aboard a plane for a return trip to
Washington, disputed the “mad as
hell” characterization. He said
Pelosi is sensitive to the issue and
is now reaching out to the panel
chairs. The Energy and Commerce
Committee scheduled hearings
this week on the economic stimu-
lus package.

When I asked Stupak about
what he expects on the Great
Lakes from the new administra-
tion, especially from the new
chiefs of the Interior Department
and the Environmental Protection
Agency, he predicted there will be
“a greater response,” likely led by
EPA, than there has been from the
Bush administration, which leaves
undelivered pledges.

Secretary of State McManus?

Term-limited state Senator
Michelle McManus (R-Lake Lee-
lanau), who was the GOP nominee
against Stupak in 1998, looked
last week as a serious 2010 candi-
date to replace term-limited
Secretary of State Terri Lynn
Land, who then may seek the
Republican nomination for gover-
nor.

In a very long Friday Q & A
with rightmichigan.com, the for-
mer state representative and
Governor Engler’s northern rep
said: “I am proud of my years of
service to the state Legislature and
stand ready to put my experience
and vision to work as our next
Secretary of State.”

One welcome comment was
that she wants to put “rows of
sharp teeth into our campaign
finance and election laws.” Fi-
nance reporting laws especially
need sharpening.

Also on Friday, McManus was
on hand at Detroit’s Cobo Hall to
witness Governor Jennifer Gran-
holm’s signing of two McManus
bills that were in a package
designed to facilitate badly need-
ed expansion of that facility.

“When people think of the
North American International
Auto Show, they think of Detroit,
and when they think of Detroit,
they think of Cobo Hall,” said
McManus, who now wants voters
to think of her when they think
about Land’s replacement. “I’'m
glad I could help this icon regain
its former glory and remain a vital
part of our state’s heritage.”

George Weeks retired in 2006
after 22 years as political colum-
nist for The Detroit News. His
weekly Michigan Politics column
is syndicated by Superior Fea-
tures.

Will City Officials Ever Get Around
To Complying With Charter?

To the Editor:

Help me count the ways the mayor and city administration are beating a
dead horse.

The City Charter, as enacted in 1970, is fine as it is. No revisions need-
ed. No updates. No additional tax dollars need to be spent.

The four areas which confound the council and mayor are simply
explained because the city has failed to comply with the charter in the past.

The city has had a charter-mandated legal department every year so that
any areas of confusion could be unraveled by the attorney. Yet, they weren't.

Even something as basic as elections being held in years inconsistent
with the dictates of the charter inspires the logical question: Who was in
charge when this went haywire?

One amusing council member frets and worries about how to publish the
annual audit. What about the cost! It must be that you and I are the only
ones who've heard about "desktop publishing" or other fun modern technol-
ogy.

I am one citizen who did request a copy of the auditor's summary sever-
al years ago, and I received it without delay or hassle. I'll go out on a limb
to suggest that this civility would be available to others.

The funny part of this adventure in wanting to learn more about how my
local government works is this: The auditor specifically drew attention to
expenditures the city had made to private corporations. The certified public
accountant and staff advised that this practice was in violation of Michigan
law.

Years have passed. These questionable expenditures of public funds are
now being made to many, many more private corporations by decision of
the City Council. No compliance or mere concern here.

You know that it's our dollars being spent in ways which may or may not
be in violation of Michigan law, and it will be our tax dollars spent to defend
this practice.

So, whether access is provided to information, things here won't be
changing until an appreciation for compliance is demonstrated by our city's
elected officials. And we don't need to spend additional thousands of tax
dollars to hire consultants or to conduct studies about how to revise the
charter! All the city has to do is to comply with the charter as it is written.

Our mayor has adamantly resisted following the charter provisions of
Chapter II-Municipal Powers as he attempts to convene a regular meeting
of the City Council outside city limits. This prohibition is spelled out in
Public Act 215 of 1895 and is cited in Section 2.1 of our city's current char-
ter. Anyone can read it. Anyone can understand. The mayor could comply
with it, but simply doesn't.

And, if there had been compliance with the City Charter concerning
Budget Control, Section 8.5, the city would never had had to endure the
painful consequences of "discovering" the apparently-unexpected shortages
in the water and sewer budgets. Water users locally are still paying for this
administrative "oooooops!"

The well-crafted 1970 City of Saint Ignace Charter requires that "the
City Manager shall each month submit to the Council data showing the
relation between the estimated and actual revenues and expenditures to
date; and, if it shall appear the revenues are less than anticipated, the
Council shall endeavor to reduce the appropriations, except amounts
required for debt and interest charges, to such a degree as may be necessary
to keep expenditures within the revenues."

That's clear. That's simple. And that remains undone.

Last year, tax dollars in the amount of $2,000 went into the pockets of
the elected officials "to study the Charter." The previous year, we paid the
council and mayor an additional $500 for the special meeting where the
newly re-elected three council members swore an oath to uphold the
Charter, which may or may not have been read at that time.

Last year, something else was done at City Hall, which is noteworthy, as
well.

It seems that the job description of Deputy Clerk over the years had
become a job position represented by AFSCME, Local 25, the collective
bargaining labor union. A vacancy occurred. Our current City Clerk, who is
very knowledgeable about the City Charter as it is written, citing Section
4.15 — Deputy Administrative Officers — realized the conflict in the job
being filled solely on the basis of seniority considerations with termination
subject to labor contract considerations.

So, our clerk did the absolute right thing by asserting the precedence of
the City Charter over tradition. She "shouldered" the entire burden of the
office while this impasse eventually went to the formal arbitration hearings,
and in the end the City Charter, defended by our remarkable clerk, pre-
vailed.

I'm left to wonder whether elected officials will ever get around to just
complying with the charter. I don't think simply doing the job is much of a
photo opportunity, but I've observed the real heroes at City Hall aren't pic-
tured much.

Mary Elizabeth Nichols
St. Ignace

With Inauguration, Americans Join
Hands for Brighter Future

To the Editor:

At this most historic time, hope has electrified America and it has
electrified nations around the world. Clearly, change is in the air and
Americans are joining hands to grasp a brighter future, as is reflected in
President Obama’s approval rating having soared well beyond that of
former incoming Presidents.

Telling numbers such as these reveal that President Obama is a trans-
formative figure, a true and rare personage who emerges every genera-
tion or so onto the national scene. Such people inspire America to reach
deep into her founding principles to help perfect our young evolving
union that we hold so dear.

Already, one can feel harsh edges softening and sense that America’s
shattered moral standing is on the mend. As a people, we seem to be
looking at each other differently and for the better, and seeing ourselves
reflected in each other.

President Obama leaves no doubt that we as Americans, when acting
at our best, can overcome difficult challenges which lay before us. And
the fact is his words resonate as though they belong to one nation after
another.

Barack Obama is America’s President, although as a transformative
figure he is so much more than that. He understands that people at home
and around the world are standing up for greater justice, for peace and an
end to needless war, for a healthier planet and for increased liberty. He
has helped us to see ourselves in each other, which is key to the brighter
future which all mankind aspires to.

Ronald E. Wallin
Mackinaw City



