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St. Ignace Second Grade Students Become ‘Berenstain Bears’™ Experts

Carrying baking sheets filled with biscuits to kitchen ovens at the school are Laci Sobaskey (from left)

Ryan North, Jacob Fenlon, and Angel Hutchins.

By Karen Gould

Ask a second grade St. Ignace
Elementary student about the
Berenstain Bears, and he or she
will be able to name the bears, tell
about stories in the books, and
share each bear’s likes and dis-
likes.

school’s two classrooms led by
Shepard have been studying the

family of Papa and Momma Bear,
Brother Bear, Sister Bear, and

weeks.
Classroom

All of the 46 students in the

lessons  have

Mixing honey with butter, Tucker Shepard (right) and Saylor
Sorenson say it is hard work and the combination of the two ingre-
dients creates a very sticky topping for the biscuits.
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teachers Amy Metz and Helena

adventures of the fictional bear

Honey Bear for the last four

Reading their favorite Berenstain Bears book, St. Ignace Elementary School second grade students
take a seat on the edge of the cafeteria stage Wednesday, March 18, while they await their turn at mak-

focused on comparing and con-
trasting details. Students have
looked at similarities and differ-
ences between stories and charac-
ter traits, and a few select books
have been compared to videos on
the same stories.

Jones.

They even are keeping a class-
room list of character traits on
each bear, which is often updated

Friends Andy Metz (left) and Josh Arthur say they are having
fun even if the butter sticks to their spoon and mixing it with honey
is a challenge.

e

Top Soil * Sand * Gravel « Homesites (complete) A
Backhoe « Dozer Work

Trucking « Septic System

: Demolition « Lot Clearing

Art Huskey & Sons Your Complete Excavating

Exc Av AT I N G Contractor for Over 30 Yrs.
£
/

AT 2

203 Townline Rd., St. Ignace

Call Anytime Mon. - Sun. for a
FREE ESTIMATE
. (906) 643-9348

J
S 3 B 3 3 3 3 B 3 3 3 0
s e
o b
o b
o e
b HESSEL MICHIGAN b
2 . °*Standing Timber M
W@ BM' » Sawlogs (both roadside and Fob mill)
& MVZ T~ o
& ! !. « Sawdust for livestock bedding &
Iwe S * . Bark & whole chips
& / for landscaping and muich @,
MEMBER: - Michigan Association of Timberman
s . National Hardwood Lumber Association « Lake States Lumber Association b
“Trees -- Our renewable resource” 4
office: 906- 484-3926 - Fax 906-484-3844
E-mail: maples@cedarville.net &
LUKE JAROCHE - OWNER « PERRY GROOVER - FORESTER
i % % % d R dd R B

as they read new stories.

A classroom lesson had stu-
dents pretending to be one of the
bears. Then, while in character,
each student wrote a letter to
another bear.

Using the school’s computers,
the young readers have gathered
information about the bears and
participated in online activities.
Each student even has sent an e-
mail message to their favorite
bear, said Mrs. Metz.

The books fit the reading skills
level of the students, she said.
The children also can relate to
story topics that include baby-sit-
ters, sleepovers, pets, playing
sports, and going on adventures.

“We like them because they’re
easy to read,” said student Ryan
North.

Tucker Shepard likes reading
about the bears and their adven-
tures.

“The Berenstain Bears help
each other out,” he said.

Class of 2009

Graduation

ing and eating honey butter and biscuits. Pictured are Josh Arthur (front row, from left) A.J. Ellison,
Emily Coveyou, Tucker Shepard, Andy Metz; (back) Halley Halberg, Saylor Sorenson, and Joycelyn

In the classroom, said Mrs.
Metz, the focus has been on six of
the Berenstain Bears books,
although most of the students
now are reading other books out-
side the classroom.

“They are just going crazy
over these books,” she said.
“They are the perfect books for
them.”

Last week, the students picked
their favorite character, drew a
mask likeness of the bear, and
made a costume out of a paper
bag. Dressed in their creations,
the students gathered in the cafe-
teria to enjoy reading and taking
turns making and then eating
honey butter and biscuits.

“We chopped it up and then we
stirred it,” said Kayla Smith of
the honey and butter mixture. “It
tastes good. The butter tastes real-
ly good.”

The month-long lesson is part
of the classroom’s celebration of
March into Reading.
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Full line of cards, souvenirs, and
graduation accessories at competitive prices

~ No Early Deadlines ~
~ No Package Requirements ~ Helpful Service

Please allow 3-4 weeks order time for special printed items
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Spring is finally here,
The sidewalks are now clear.
Enjoy dining and shopping by
Taking a walk through downtown Sault Ste. Marie!
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