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Mackinac Island Businesses Bracing for Projected 3% to 4% Slower Summer Season

Island: From page 9

Mrs. Slevin said between 1990
and 1999, the Island’s average num-
ber of visitors was 770,000, accord-
ing to estimates derived from ferry
franchise fee figures. From 2000 to
2008, that average dropped 5%, to
740,000.

“We’ve taken a hit in this last
decade from the Wall Street crash in
1999 and the terrorist attacks in
2001, but we aren’t down 200,000
people that some believe we are,”
she noted.

Mackinac State Historic Parks,
which operates historic sites on
Mackinac Island and in Mackinaw
City, is as short-staffed as it can be
and is behind in reservations from
last year, but is optimistic in draw-
ing more people to its new pro-
grams.

Sites such as  Colonial
Michilimackinac and Mill Creek
Discovery Park in Mackinaw City
will have new interactive and recre-
ational activities.

This year, an otter slide will be

included in the Discovery Park's
Forest Friends area for smaller chil-
dren, and an interpretive playground
will be installed between Colonial
Michilimackinac and the Visitors
Center near the Mackinac Bridge.

Colonial Michilimackinac will
also reintroduce a Native American
program, with demonstrations of
woodland Indian cultural and crafts,
and a shipwreck video will debut at
Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse,
said Greg Hokans, MSHP's chief of
development and marketing.

"We hoping these new things
will attract more visitors," he said.

Mackinac State Historic Parks
has 50,000 reservations for all of its
sites, which, Mr. Hokans said is "a
bit behind last year, but still in strik-
ing range."

"There's still quite a bit of uncer-
tainty," he said, "but we feel what
we can control on our end is the
quality of experience at Mackinac
State Historic Parks and make it as
enjoyable and accessible as possi-
ble. We are encouraged with the
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U.P. Regional Jail
Concept Would Be Difficult,
Study Says

An Upper Peninsula regional
jail to save money would be diffi-
cult to develop, a study has found.
Camp Manistique in Manistique
and Mangum Farm in Marquette
County were studied as possible
sites, but a company called CRS
has determined that it wouldn’t
necessarily offer savings to the
counties involved. The company
will continue to look into U.P. jail
data to see whether such a propos-
al is feasible.

More feasible options may
include smaller partnerships
between neighboring counties,
which will allow for shared servic-
es, the company suggested.

Their report was discussed at
the annual Michigan Sheriffs'
Association District 1 meeting
Tuesday, April 7, in Escanaba.
Sheriffs from around the Upper
Peninsula attended.

"I think there could be a lot
more coordination between coun-
ties," said Ron Miller of CRS.
"There may be two, three counties
working with each other ... one
[county] may say, 'you do the infir-
mary, we'll do the substance
abuse.' I think it will be very effec-
tive in providing ways to work
together to ... get more for their
money and improve on the end
product.”

Counties will learn about these
opportunities to work together as
the study moves forward, and Mr.
Miller said he will set up a second
set of one-on-one meetings with
each of the U.P. counties. From
those meetings he will develop
reports identifying types of
inmates, trends, operation,
staffing, and other items at each of
the jails.

— Escanaba Daily Press

City Wants To Turn

Inefficient Power Plant

Over to Private Company
In a search for a reliable and
economical  energy  supply,
Escanaba is seeking companies
that would like to operate the city
power plant if it’s put up for sale.
One company has already present-
ed a pitch for buying the facility
and converting it to biomass ener-
gy at a meeting Wednesday, April
8, and two other companies have

been invited to submit proposals.
Officials are considering selling
the plant and buy power whole-
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sale. The existing plant is 50 years
old, inefficient, and fueled by coal
which is costly, said city officials.

Biomass fuels would include
wood residues such as tree tops
and bark, grasses grown locally,
building debris, railroad ties, paper
mill residue, and fuel derived from
tires.

Goals for the company's invest-
ment here would be retention of
jobs, job creation with biomass
crops, agriculture opportunities,
temporary construction jobs, and
$25 million in capital spending
resulting in increased tax revenues
for the city.

Conversion of the facility to
biomass would offer private devel-
opers tax credit incentives that are
not available to the city because it
does not pay taxes. A biomass
plant must be operational by 2013
to receive the benefits of the tax
credits, officials said.

Before officials can sell the
plant, residents must give them the
authority. Escanaba voters will be
asked May 5 to grant the city the
authority to sell, lease, or dispose
of the power plant, and the League
of Women Voters will host a public
forum on the issue April 30.

— Escanaba Daily Press

number of bookings we have now.
We're still thankful to have numbers
in the book in the same range as last
year."

One harbinger of a good season
is the rise in lake levels, which are
higher than in recent years. That’s
good for the ferry businesses as well
as for hydroelectric generation at
Sault Ste. Marie, which could mean
lower electricity costs.

"It's the highest I've seen it in a
while, and the run-off [from Lake
Superior] hasn't even come yet,"
said Mr. Shepler of the lake levels.
"That's great news because that
means no more dredging."

Average water levels in March in
Lake Superior, lakes Michigan and
Huron, and Lake St. Clair are all
above last year, though slightly
below their historical averages,
according to the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

Technology will also help, noted
Mrs. Slevin. Visitors will increase,
she said, as more Island hotels pro-
vide online reservations.

“Alot of consumers now do their
own bookings, whereas before they
had to drive to the mall or speak to a
travel agent,” said Mrs. Slevin. “I
think also that businesses are taking
advantage of the great resource in
consumer feedback that the Internet
provides. They can see more quick-
ly a pattern of what consumers want
and don’t want and adjust that
accordingly.”

Engadine School Plans Spring Fling

The second annual Engadine
Consolidated Schools Spring
Fling and Green and Gold Revue
will be Saturday, May 9, starting at
3 p.m. at Engadine Schools. The
grand finale will be the Green and
Gold Revue, a variety show, at 7
p-m.

Sportsmen Will
Meet Monday

Straits Area Sportsmen’s Club
will meet Monday, April 20, at
7:30 p.m. at the Masonic Lodge in
St. Ignace. Members are asked to
use the back entrance.

Ostomy Group
Gathers Sunday

The Straits Area Ostomy
Association will meet Sunday,
April 19, at 2 p.m. in the cafeteria
of Cheboygan Memorial Hospital
in Cheboygan.
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10815 W. M-48, RUDYARD - Home in excellent condi-
tion, well maintained, large rooms, & enclosed porch,

(23%6)),

deck (14'x6),

2 car garage with 2 lots

(200'x108"). Quiet neighborhood, within walking distance

$99,000

of stores & schools. #09-188 $75,000

449 E. 22 MILE ROAD, PICKFORD - Country [
living on a beautiful golf course! Have the best §
of both worlds, country living and run a busi-
ness right out of your backyard. Home situated
on 3.7 acres with newer heated 30'x60’ garage [¥
and a 30'x60’ garage and a 33'x42’ storage |
building. New siding and windows. #08-1151

2979 W. HILL TRAIL, HESSEL - This home has just
been updated inside with new appliances, kitchen cabi-
nets, walls, flooring, interior and exterior doors and a
new porch. A Must See! Close to casino and Hessel
Ridge Golf Course. #09-28 $85,000

Robbie Simonsen
484-2852

"~ Peggy Hil
647-3391

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Sandra Coady
484-4040

Preparing for the season...With the Straits of Mackinac and the Mackinac Bridge as a back-
ground, painters Kirk Smith (left) and Jason St. Onge, standing on a lift 80 feet above the ground,
scrape paint near Grand Hotel’s cupola on Mackinac Island Tuesday, April 7. Grand Hotel will open
for a Rotary conference Friday, April 24. The visitors will get a peek at work needed each spring to
open the hotel. Painters will use more than 200 gallons of paint for the hotel’s front porch, balconies,
ceilings, and flagpoles.

Do YoU QUALIFY? NEW $8,000 TAX CREDIT!

www.MackinacProperties.com
Cowe Talk To Us At The Home Show!

Find Out About the Housing Tax Credit, Low Down Payments and Historic
Low Interest Rates. See Why Now is the Best Time Ever to Buy or Trade-up!

=% _THE MACKINAC PROPERTIES TEAM
\ REAL ESTATE and VACATION HOMES
226 N. State, St. Ignace
Phone: (906) 643-9242

Cheryl Schlehuber, GRI, ABR, e-PRO
REALTOR®/Broker/Owner
Serving the Straits of Mackinac and the surrounding area.

The day will include games,
Mother's Day crafts, entertain-
ment from local musicians and a
ventriloquist and magician, carni-
val food, homemade strawberry
shortcake, and old fashioned root
beer. There will be raffles for chil-
dren and adults.

Proceeds will benefit the
schools academics and athletic
programs.

It is sponsored by the
Education Foundation and Sports
Boosters.
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You can reach for the American
dream of owninyg your own home
by getting a home mortgage from
us.

Today there are many more options
for financing a home purchase than
when your grandparents or your
parents bought their home.

With rates at all-fime lows these
days, now is the time to come see
us and find out what works for YOU.
You might find yourself in your own
home sooner than YOU dreamed!
We're an equal housing lender.
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INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY
Barkins of Amirica

Open your account today by stopping
at one of our 7 local banking offices!

Visit us online at
www.fnbsi.com

“We’re Right Here
at Home”

Branch Offices at:
NORTH BAY & MORAN TOWNSHIP, ST. IGNACE
CEDARVILLE + MACKINAC ISLAND
NAUBINWAY « NEWBERRY

Member FDIC - .1%_ f-}
g N
I} X -‘q ‘ﬂﬁ*‘fﬁﬁ
132 N. State St. « Ph. (906) 643-6800
P.O. Box 187 - St. Ignace, Ml 49781

Trust the Eastern Upper Peninsula’s
oldest community bank,
celebrating 120 years of

continuous service to the area.

MAlITMAL
BANK

T IGHACE

Member FDIC




