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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The LMAS District Health Department will be conducting a Public
Hearing on August 20, 2009 at 3:00 p.m. for the purpose of dis-
cussing a proposed amendment to the Superior Environmental
Health Code to include commercial sewage systems discharging less
than 1000 gallons per day and a proposed new Technical Guidance
Manual for the design of alternative sewage systems.  The hearing
will be held in the basement of the LMAS District Health Department
Luce County Office, 14150 Hamilton Lake Road, Newberry, MI.  After
July 5, 2009 copies of the proposed changes, in draft format, can be
obtained by stopping by any of our four district offices or can be print-
ed off our website at www.lmasdhd.org under the news portion on the
left-hand side of our homepage.

MACKINAC ISLAND 
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Bids Wanted
Bids are being accepted for vinyl siding and repairs to the school’s
storage building. Bids are due by 3 p.m. Friday, July 17, 2009. Work
is to be completed by Friday, August 28, 2009. Call 906-847-3376 for
details. Mail bids to Dr. Roger S. Schrock, Supt., MIPS, P.O. Box
340, Mackinac Island, MI 49757.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The City of St. Ignace is accepting bids for the painting of the St.

Ignace Golf and Country Club. Sealed bids will be accepted at the
Golf Course, located at W223 US-2, St. Ignace, Michigan, until 4:00
p.m. on July 1, 2009. The bid opening will be held on July 3, 2009 at
8:00 a.m. at the St. Ignace Golf and Country Club. Bidders must be
insured. The City reserves the right to accept or reject any and all
bids. ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

St. Ignace, Michigan
Wastewater System Improvements

Contract: 11929.00002   MDEQ SRF #5292-01
Division C - Portage Ave.

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of St. Ignace at the office of
the City Clerk up to 2:00 p.m., prevailing time on July 22nd 2009, and
then publicly opened and read aloud, for the construction of Contract
11929.00002.
The work consists of the following general work items along with relat-
ed appurtenances and restoration work:

Construction of approximately 5,000 feet of 8” sanitary gravity
sewer on Portage Avenue, Central Hill, First Street and 

Truckey Avenue.

The Drawings and Project Manual under which the work is to be done
are on file and may be examined at the St. Ignace City Hall, 296 North
State Street, St. Ignace, MI 49781 (OWNER); at the Construction
Association of Michigan in Bloomfield Hills; Reed Construction Data in
Norcross, GA, F.W. Dodge in Lansing, MI, at Contractors Exchange in
Milwaukee, WI, and at the Builder’s Exchanges in Escanaba,
Marquette, Menominee, Grand Rapids, Traverse City, Sault Ste. Marie
and Iron Mountain, Michigan, and Green Bay, and Appleton, Wisconsin;
and at the office of the Engineer, Wilcox Professional Services, LLC,
3500 Ludington Street, Suite 310, Escanaba, Michigan 49829.
Bidding Documents may be obtained after June 22nd, 2009 from the
ENGINEER (Wilcox Professional Services, LLC) by purchase for the
non-refundable price of $85 plus $20 UPS ground shipping ($105 total).
Priority Overnight UPS shipping is an additional $40 ($125 total).

Please direct request for documents via fax to Engineer at (906) 789-
0100. Send payment to Wilcox Professional Services, LLC at 3500
Ludington Street, Suite 310, Escanaba, Michigan 49829, (906) 789-
7800, fax (906) 789-0100. The purchaser must supply the telephone
and facsimile numbers along with street address of the individual or firm
to whom addenda (if any) can be directed. There will be no refunds or
return of Bidding Documents.
Bid security in the form of a certified check, bank check, or a Bid Bond
for a sum not less than five percent (5%) of the amount of the Bid will
be required with each Bid. The right is reserved by OWNER to accept
any Bid, to reject any Bid, and to waive irregularities in Bids.
The project will be financed with assistance from the State of Michigan
Revolving Funds using federal assistance authorized by the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). The funding require-
ments applicable to this project are detailed in Section 00670. Wage
Rates (ARRA Section 1606) are applicable to this contract. ARRA
requires compliance with the Davis Bacon Act and adherence to the
current U.S. Department of Labor Wage Decision. Attention is called to
the fact that not less than the minimum salaries and wages as set forth
in the Contract Documents must be paid on this project. Buy American
(ARRA Section 1605) requires that all iron, steel and manufactured
goods used for the construction of this contract be produced in the
United States.
No Bids may be withdrawn after the above date and time for receiving
Bids for a period of ninety (90) days.

Reneé Vonderwerth
St. Ignace City Clerk
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By Paul Gingras

In 1956, a young motorhead

named Ed Reavie pulled up to

LaSalle High School in his first car,

a red, 1953 Ford Sunliner convert-

ible, a vehicle, he recalls, that stood

right “at the top of the food chain”

in the automobile world.

“I felt like a pretty cool kid in

high school driving that, let me tell

you,” he said. 

Convertibles have always been

prized highly by car enthusiasts, so

this weekend, as organizer of the

12th Annual Antiques on the Bay

show in St. Ignace, M
r. Reavie

chose to feature them.

As many as 60 are expected to

be displayed at the St. Ignace M
ari-

na, where they will be admired

along with all manner of cars and

trucks 1983 and older, against the

blue backdrop of M
oran Bay and

the boats in the harbor.

“It’s the perfect setting for an

antiques show,” M
r. Reavie said.

Antique car owner J.R. Hostetler
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Prized Convertibles To Lead Antiques on the Bay
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new movie by M

ackinac

Island filmmakers shows the

summer resort area as few

tourists have seen it.
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• Yacht racers at Hessel are

preparing to host a regatta for

sailors from several states.
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Station St. Ignace 

welcomes Decker in Change 

of Command ceremony.
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Inside... Hughey Is Lilac Parade M
arshal

Questions Linger; City

Delays Claiming Tower

Quilters’Art Is Focus at Pickford

Heckman To
Lead Road

Commission

First Car Show of Summer Is This W
eekend at St. Ignace

John Hillock (right) sells raffle tickets to Bev Nayback at the

entrance to the Pickford Historical Society Quilt Show Saturday,

June 14. Arliss Fountain is seated in the background. All are Pickford

residents. The winning ticket holder will receive the quilt pictured

between M
rs. Nayback and M

r. Hillock, a sampler quilt stitched by

volunteers as a fundraiser for the Historical Society. Each square

represents an individual quilt pattern, and is named and auto-

graphed by the maker. 

At left: In his 36th

consecutive year of lead-

ing M
ackinac Island’s

annual Lilac Festival

Parade Sunday, June 15,

Donald “Duck” Andress

proudly displays his

Native American regalia

and American flag.

Behind him are fellow

tribal members Carl

Andress, Tony M
iron,

and John Perrault, who

finished the parade on

foot after his horse

became skittish.

By Ryan Schlehuber

It was at least 30 years since

Bob Hughey last enjoyed M
ack-

inac 
Island’s 

Lilac 
Festival

parade, but last Sunday, June 15,

he was featured in it as the grand

marshal.
M

r. Hughey, who now resides

in St. Ignace with his wife, Pat,

has a storied past on M
ackinac

Island, beginning in 1943, when,

at 17, he arrived from Boyne City

with only $7 in his pocket and

high hopes of finding a job. He

was soon the night watchman at

Grand Hotel, and the hotel pro-

vided him with a room at the

W
illiam Backhouse Astor cottage

on Cadotte Avenue.

“It was the most beautiful

room I’ve ever stayed in,” said

M
r. Hughey, now 82. “I thought

they made a mistake, that’s how

nice it was.”

He 
opened 

Little 
Bob’s

Restaurant on Astor Street in

October 1948. It boasted dollar

dinners, fast service, and “W
orld

Famous Key Lime Pies.”

The restaurant was a landmark

on M
ackinac Island for nearly 50

years, closing in 1994.

“That 
restaurant 

is 
badly

missed,” said Jeannette Doud,

local historian and correspondent

for The St. Ignace News. “M
any

families still come to the Island

and look for it. It was such a won-

derful place.”Bob Hughey also owned the

Captain’s Table restaurant, on the

corner of Astor and M
ain, now

the site of M
ay’s Fudge, and

operated the Fort M
ackinac Tea

Room.
He was one of the few spon-

sors of the inaugural Lilac Day

Parade in 1949, when there were

only a few floats, two bands, and

no more than 200 visitors to

watch it. His float included his

brother, Donald, dressed in loin-

cloth, moccasins, and a western

Indian chief’s headdress, accom-

panied by three Indians on a blan-

ket, and a deer hide fastened to

poles. The float received first

place, he said.
He attributes the Island’s tradi-

tional event to Evangilene “Ling”

Horn, a childhood friend.

“She lived her whole life on

M
ackinac Island and conceived

the idea [of a celebration of

lilacs] when she was a very

young girl,” M
r. Hughey wrote

in a Letter to the Editor in the

Town Crier last July.

Because of family responsi-

bilities, M
rs. Horn appealed to

This 1929 Hudson Dual Cowl Phaeton convertible will be one of

the featured convertibles on display for the 12th Annual Antiques on

the Bay show in St. Ignace Saturday, June 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission to the show is free of charge. The display will follow an

antique car procession over the M
ackinac Bridge from M

ackinaw

City to St. Ignace Friday at 4:30 p.m. (Photograph courtesy of Nostal-

gia Productions)

By Karen Gould

W
ith no warranty agreement and

lingering questions over the Ever-

green Shores water tower, the St.

Ignace City Council unanimously

agreed to postpone accepting own-

ership of the structure during its

M
onday, June 16, meeting. Any

decision regarding the structure now

will wait until Council meets again

July 7. Council members say they

will seek a five-year warranty for

the tower and may require a surety

bond.

The tower cracked in a M
arch

2007 storm, after it had been raised

26 feet by Pittsburgh Tank and Tow-

er.

The city's consultant in the mat-

ter, Dixon Engineering of Lake

Odessa, gave its report M
onday

night on why the tower failed, stat-

ing that stiffeners were improperly

installed. The tower has since been

repaired, but since Pittsburgh’s ele-

vated tank division has since been

purchased by Phoenix Fabricators

and Erectors, the city should be

careful about which company it

wants to warrant the extension, said

Dixon Engineering’s president, Bill

Dixon, who attended the meeting

M
onday.

City attorney Prentiss  Brown, Jr.

was asked to clarify which company

should provide the warranty.

The $80,000 extension to the

city’s water tower was paid for by

the Sault Ste. M
arie Tribe of

Chippewa Indians so as to provide

service to its M
ackinac Trail hotel,

casino, and housing development.

Les Therrian, director of the

Department of Public W
orks, told

council he had expected to receive a

warranty agreement as late as M
on-

day 
afternoon, 

but 
none 

was

received.
Council 

briefly 
considered

accepting the tower contingent on

the receipt of a three-year to five-

year warranty. Councilmen Paul

Fullerton and W
illie LaLonde

questioned accepting the tower

without seeing the warranty.

A
one-year warranty would nor-

mally be acceptable, but M
r. Dixon

said this is an extraordinary situa-

tion and an extended warranty is a

reasonable request under the cir-

cumstances. A
warranty usually

begins when a tank is operational,

which would have been in M
arch

when the tank was filled with water.

At left: One of the exhibitions

at the Pickford Historical Soci-

ety’s June 13 and June 14 quilt

show was this creation by Verna

Zwolinski of Pickford, a self-

taught quilter who never took a

quilting class, and drew her

own, freehand pattern tem-

plates on cardboard and plastic

lids from food containers. Fami-

ly members estimate she made

more than 200 quilts between

the ages of 57 and 65. 

By Amy Polk

Dirk Heckman was selected as

the new engineer/manager at the

M
ackinac County Road Commis-

sion Tuesday, June 10. He will

replace Karrie Abbitt, who held the

position less than a year, and his

start date is undetermined at this

time. M
r. Heckman now works in a

similar position at the Chippewa

County Road Commission, and the

M
ackinac 

County 
board 

was

unsure when his contract would

release him. Commissioner Lester

Livermore estimated it could be a

month or more before he can start

working for the M
ackinac County

Road Commission. 

M
r. Heckman was one of four

people who submitted applications,

and one of only two qualified for

the position by applying for the

engineer/manager 
job. 

Of 
the

remaining two candidates, one

applied as an engineer only and one

applied as a manager only. M
r.

Heckman is a LaSalle High School

graduate and now lives in St.

Ignace Township. Commissioners

are working on a contract and

salary to offer M
r. Heckman.

M
ichigan Department of Trans-

portation (M
DOT) has slashed its

summer 
maintenance 

budget,

blaming what it calls a severe win-

ter and higher snow removal costs

for less available money for sum-

mer 
maintenance. 

M
DOT

cut

$11,800 from the maintenance

budget and will not clean ditches

this year. M
DOT

will mow only

once along state routes this year,

since the grass cutting and weed

control fund was cut by more than

half, from $7,565 to $3,565.

County 
Road 

Commission

Chairman Frank Luepnitz read the

list of changes aloud during the

meeting, including a $2,100 reduc-

tion in tree and shrub removal

funding and a $446 reduction (from

$500) for preventive maintenance.

There is no funding for several oth-

er areas like drainage and backs-

lope work, bridge structure mainte-

nance, bridge signs, traffic signal

maintenance, and pavement mark-

ing.

Tree and shrub removal has

been reduced to downed trees and

stumps only, and only when they

By Amy Polk

Clark Township Planning Com-

mission gave Andrew M
cM

illan

permission to build an oversized

boat shelter on his M
arquette

Island lot Tuesday, June 10. Illus-

trating why some property owners

seek larger boathouses in the Les

Cheneaux Islands, M
r. M

cM
illan

said the 1,030-foot, open-sided

structure is necessary to provide

shelter for two antique Chris Craft

boats that should not be exposed to

the elements. One is an all-origi-

nal, 26-foot, 1930 Chris Craft run-

about. 
The project includes placing

the shelter inside a large, existing

boat slip on the property, removing

an 85-foot section of dock along-

side the slip, leaving a 25-foot sec-

tion, and rebuilding a crib dock,

angled to protect the slip.  

M
r. M

cM
illan said historic

accounts of the property describe a

100-foot-long boathouse at the site

before it was destroyed by a fire,

so the structure he wants to build

“is much less square footage than

the original.”The boathouse will be 30.6 feet

by 32 feet in size and 14 feet tall

from the dock. The zoning ordi-

nance allows only 1,000 square

feet for properties with 201 to 500

feet of water frontage. M
r. M

cM
il-

lan believes his property has about

350 to 400 feet of frontage, but

measurement turned in with the

project differed from that, noted

Zoning and Building Administra-

tor Frank Sims, prompting com-

missioners to ask for a verified fig-

ure.

The planning commission also

asked that the boat shelter be fitted

with decorative elements and be

more appealing and required M
r.

M
cM

illan to turn in elevation

drawings for a site plan review.

Three commissioners will review

the plans, which are a stipulation

for issuing the building permit. 

Contractor 
M

ike 
M

cM
aken

said he and M
r. M

cM
illan had

already discussed design enhance-

ments for the boathouse, which he

said will have shingles and a

gabled roof and will match the

house in color. 
Commissioner John Grenier’s

motion to approve the boathouse

included the rationale that the

structure is not intruding into the

waterway because it will be

behind a breakwall, that it is close

to the shore, and that there will be

no habitation in the structure.

Commissioners M
ike M

iller

and Steve Honnila will represent

the planning commission at the

Saturday, June 28, annual meeting

at 10 a.m., where they will explain

the master plan and zoning ordi-

nance revision process. 

Hired To Replace Abbitt

Bob Hughey, grand

marshal for the 59th

annual Lilac Festival

Parade.

Oversized Boathouse Gets OK at Clark Twp.

Turn to page 10: Car Show

Turn to page 10: Tower

Turn to page 9: Roads

Turn to page 9: Lilac 

Nominate Your
Candidate For

The Ten Best Bets
In The Casino

Dear Mark: A column of yours in
the past mentioned some of the best
bets in the casino. One such bet was
the six or eight in craps. Although I
have never played the game of
craps before, it seems like fun and
would be interested giving it a try,
especially since some of the group I
go gambling with weekly do play it.
How do I go about making that bet
without looking like a beginner? 

Jayne M.  
Yes, Jayne, craps can be richly

enjoyable entertainment, and based
on your wanting to stick with one of
the best bets the game offers, that
being Placing either the six or eight,
let’s make you look like an expert
amongst your gambling associates.

Placing the six or eight, or grab-
bing a Pass line bet for those so
inclined, are really the only wagers
you want to make on a crap table.
They have a casino edge of 1.5% or
lower. Most players who belly up to
the crap table are greener than the felt
on the table, but by exploiting only
the best bet(s) the game offers, you
join the less than one percent of play-
ers who truly understand dice.

You could ask your friendly dealer
how to Place the six or eight, but all
you really have to do is walk up to the
table, set down $6 ($12 if you’re bet-
ting both numbers) on the layout and
state your preference: "Six (or eight)
for six dollars," then cheer on the six
or eight to appear before the seven,
and you’re off to the races. You’ll get
paid $7 if the six or eight hits, but
you’ll lose, if the seven appears. 

Craps 101 isn’t over yet, Jayne.
We’ll revisit in the future another best
bet in the casino, the Pass Line wager,
then move you into odds after that, all
of which nudges you ever closer to
your Winners University diploma.  

Dear Mark: I've noticed that cer-
tain machines I play on pay out
jackpots often, while others never
seem to pay. Why is that? 

Molly F.  

Regrettably, Molly, your letter did-
n’t mention the specific machines you
play, so all I can give you is a gener-
alized answer.

Yes, Molly, you are observing cor-
rectly; certain machines do seem to
pay more jackpots than others. That’s
because some machines are designed
to pay less frequent, though larger
hits, (in gamblese they’re called low
hit frequency machines), while others
are specifically designed to pay
numerous, but relatively smaller hits.
Appropriately those would be high
hit frequency machines. 

There’s also the possibility of
skewed observation. Might you be
selectively eyeballing your favorite
machine(s) more than the others,
making you more aware of what hap-
pens on them, and possibly missing
the jackpots on the other slots? If you
observe long enough, you might find
that those other machines pay off just
as often.

When all’s said and done, Molly,
because some players like lots of
small hits, while others prefer fewer,
larger hits, what your research will
eventually identify as normal, is that
casinos have machines at many dif-
ferent hit frequencies, some even
side-by-side.

Gambling Wisdom of the Week:
"Ever since I bought those two huge
Doyle Brunson Super System books,
I’ve become a much stronger player.
Each morning before breakfast, I put
one in each hand and do curls with
them." 

VP Pappy

Got a question about gambling?
Write to: Deal Me In, P.O. Box 1234,
Traverse City, Michigan 49685 -e-
mail: pilarski@markpilarski.com ¥
To order Mark Pilarski�s �Hooked on
Winning� audio cassettes-laminated
win cards package ($12.95 plus $2
S&H) call 1-800-WINNERS.

Mark Pilarski

DEAL ME IN

The St. Ignace News

Print Shop Advantage

Friendly Service

Expert Design & Editing

Quick Turn-around

Economical Pricing
The St. Ignace News

359 Reagon Street
Saint Ignace, Michigan 49781

(906) 643-9150
sales@stignacenews.com

Vernon “Micky” Lee, 90,
Gulliver, died June 27, 2009, at
Marquette General Hospital in
Marquette. 

He was born August 21, 1918,
in Bryon in Newton Township, to
Neil and Gertrude (nee Moe) Lee. 

Mr. Lee attended Blaney Park
Elementary School and Gould
City School. 

He married Dorothy Hastings
in Manistique December 28, 1940. 

He was self-employed and
enjoyed working and facing the
challenges of the day. Over the
years, Mr. Lee was a cattle and
horse buyer, a timber buyer, a
builder, a woodworker, a lumber-
man, and he also bought and sold
real estate. He also worked as a
bus driver for the Manistique area
schools for a number of years. 

Mr. Lee was a great story teller,
always enjoying a good laugh and
the company of others. He also
enjoyed trout fishing and hunting. 

Mr. Lee is survived by his wife,
Dorothy Lee of Gulliver; three
daughters and their families, Lois
and David LaRose of Manistique;
Jane and John Kopecky, and Sally
and Don Hughson, all of Gulliver;
eight grandchildren; 15 great-
grandchildren; four great-great
grandchildren, and nieces and
nephews. 

In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by an infant
son in 1942, and his brothers,
Arnold “Junior” Lee, Quentin
“Bob” Lee, Kenneth Lee, and Don
Lee. 

Visitation was Tuesday, June
30, from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at
Messier-Broullire Funeral Home
in Manistique. Services followed
at 1:30 p.m. at the funeral home
with the Reverend Jay Martin offi-
ciating. Burial was in the Fairview
Cemetery at Manistique. 

Memorial donations may be
directed to Bay Cliff Health Camp. 

Vernon ‘Micky’ Lee

Michael Belonga Lyle Krause
Michael J. Belonga, 58, of St.

Ignace, died unexpectedly early
Saturday morning, June 27, 2009,
at Northern Michigan Regional
Hospital after collapsing in a park-
ing lot Friday evening. 

Mr. Belonga was born June 25,
1951, in St. Ignace to Phillip B.
and Esther (nee Becker) Belonga.
He was graduated from high
school and finished a year of col-
lege and had worked at several
restaurants in St. Ignace as a cook.
He also worked for a plastics fac-
tory in Petoskey the past six years. 

He was a member of St.
Ignatius Loyola Catholic Church.

Mr. Belonga is survived by a
daughter, Stacie Belonga of
Traverse City; a son, Justin
Belonga of East Jordan; a grand-

daughter, Makenna Rae; five sis-
ters and their families, Nedra
Hough of St Ignace, Phillis and
Don King of Colon, Patty Martin
of St. Ignace, Janice and Alan
Werkheiser of St. Ignace, Judy and
John Winandy of Cedarville, and a
brother and his family, Dale and
Delina of St. Ignace and Rexton.

Mr. Belonga was preceded in
death by his parents and two
brothers, Ronald "Tuffy" in 1990
and Billy in 1947.

Cremation has taken place and
a memorial mass will be sched-
uled later at St. Ignatius Loyola
Church. Burial will be in St.
Ignatius Cemetery.

Dodson Funeral Home is
assisting the family with arrange-
ments. 

Lyle W. Krause, 85, of St.
Ignace, died Thursday June 25,
2009, at Mackinac Straits Hospital
Long Term Care following a lin-
gering illness. 

Mr. Krause was born in St.
Ignace March 1, 1924, to Paul and
Thelma (nee McGregor) Krause. 

The family owned the OK
Hotel since 1900 and apartments
for more than 25 years. His father
was a barber in the hotel and his
mother ran the family business
many years with the help of Lyle
Krause. 

He spent four years in the
Merchant Marines during World
War II.

Mr. Krause is survived by two
brothers and their families, Ernest

and MaryLou of St. Ignace and
Bert and Sally of Fresno,
California, and St. Ignace; a sister
and her family, Carolyn and Jim
McGlone of Lafayette, Indiana,
and St. Ignace; a special friend,
Helen Laakso of St. Ignace, and
many nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by a sister,
Florence Sims, June 2, 2009, and
by three brothers Ed, Dick, and
Jim.

Cremation has taken place. 
A graveside service for family

and friends will be held at
Lakeside Cemetery at a later date.

Dodson Funeral Home is
assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

OBITUARIES

Law Enforcement Plan Extra
Patrols During July 4 Holiday

Police in Mackinac, Chippewa,
Delta, Marquette, and Menominee
counties are participating in a
drunk driving crackdown through
Sunday, July 5.

The effort of nearly 300 law
enforcement agencies began July
26.

These extra patrols are funded
by the Michigan Office of
Highway Safety Planning through
federal traffic safety dollars.

"Whether you've had way too
many or just one too many, it's not
worth the risk," said Michael
Prince, agency director. "There is
no justification for driving drunk
and Michigan law enforcement
won't be accepting any excuses.
Get caught driving drunk, and
you'll be going to jail." 

Motorists face severe penalties
for driving drunk. Those convicted
of a first drunk driving offense
face up to 93 days in jail, up to a

$500 fine, up to 360 hours of com-
munity service, six points on a dri-
ver’s license, and up to 180 days’
license suspension.

In addition, convicted drunk
drivers will be subject to a $1,000
fee for two consecutive years, for a
total of $2,000 in additional costs.
Anyone who refuses a breath test
the first time is given an automatic
one-year driver’s license suspen-
sion.

Last year, 14 motorists died in
Michigan over the July 4 holiday,
with five of those deaths involving
alcohol and three of those
motorists being unbuckled.

In 2008, there were 317 alco-
hol-related traffic deaths, a
decrease of 8.2% from 2007.
Although the number of alcohol
and/or drug-related traffic deaths
declined last year, crashes involv-
ing alcohol are eight times more
likely to be fatal. MDOT Suspends Majority of Road

Work Over Holiday Weekend
The Michigan Department of

Transportation (MDOT) is remov-
ing more than 65% of lane restric-
tions on state routes this weekend to
accommodate July 4 holiday traffic.
Beginning at 3 p.m. Thursday, July
2, and continuing until 6 a.m.
Monday, July 6, 111 out of 164 proj-
ects statewide will be free of lane
restrictions. 

Following is a list of the  work
zones in the Upper Peninsula that
will remain active, or have some
lane restrictions, during the week-
end:

• US-2 Cut River Bridge, Mac-
kinac County, will remain closed
with traffic detoured on Cut River

Road and Prater Boulevard.
• M-64 in Ontonagon County

will have temporary signals at the
Townline Creek and Floodwater
River bridges.

• US-2 in Iron Mountain, Dick-
inson County, will have lane re-
ductions and a traffic shift.

• US-41/Shelden Avenue in
downtown Houghton and US-41
through the Michigan Technological
University campus, Houghton
County, will be closed to through-
traffic. Northbound US-41 traffic
will be detoured to Montezuma
Avenue. Southbound US-41 traffic
will be detoured on M-26, Sharon
Avenue, and MacInnes Drive.


