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The Too-Good-To-
Be-True Electronic
IHTD (Impending
Hit Tip-off Device)

Is Still A Work
In Progress

Dear Mark: Is there a way you can
you tell if a slot machine is going to
hit? Should I stay on my favorite
machine if it's not paying? 

Anna P.
If only we knew which slot was

going to hit when, then we’d all be
rolling in dough  -- for one day; on
the morrow, there’d be no more casi-
nos.

Sorry, Anna, there’s no way to
know when a slot machine is going to
hit. The computer within chooses the
results of each spin without regard for
what has happened in the past or will
happen in the future. It’s all random,
Anna, so there’s nothing you can do
to improve your chances of winning
outside of carrying the foot of an
unlucky rabbit.

As to how long you should stay on
any particular machine, stay as long
as you are having fun playing it. If
you’re getting discouraged because a
machine’s not coughing up enough
money, get up and move along. There
is just no way of knowing whether
the machine is going to be tight or
charitable.  

Nonetheless, even though each
spin is random, if you’re not having
fun, there’s no sense chaining your-
self to a cold machine, even if it’s
your favorite. Reason being, the
longer you stay on any slot, the more
time the machine’s built-in mathe-
matical advantage has to work you
over. Time always works on their
side, and they have a mathematical
edge on every slot. If you’re taking a
breather, or just moving from one
machine to another, there is no way
for the casino to eat away at your
bankroll.

Oh, and don’t forget to use your
slot club card every time you play.
Casinos offer you the ability to
"comp yourself" by using one of their
player’s club slot cards. It is generally
based on the number of coins you
cycle through a machine, so you
might as well get credit for all those
nickels, quarters or dollars you’re
inserting. Shop the casinos for comp
value and just see how much you are

worth to them.

Dear Mark: With the large selec-
tion of machines the casino offers,
which is the best video poker game
or games to learn? 

Carol G.
The straightforward answer is sim-

ple, Carol. At the casino you frequent,
play on the machine that has the high-
est paybacks, and use the correct
playing strategy on that game.

Your favorite casino, Carol, actual-
ly gives you the opportunity when
playing perfect basic strategy with a
decent pay schedule, to reduce the
house advantage to well under one
percent.

In video poker, about 21% of the
hands dealt are sure winning hands,
so 79% are going to need help to
develop into winners. It’s what you
do with those 79% of the hands that
makes the difference between win-
ning and losing.

As to the video poker offerings,
you’ll find a supermarket selection at
all casinos, all having different payta-
bles needing separate playing strate-
gies. I recommend learning and limit-
ing your play to two, maximum, such
as any two of Jacks-or-Better, Deuces
Wild, or Joker Poker. 

There’s no need to become a con-
noisseur of Louisiana Jacks or Gator
Poker if it’s not offered at  the casinos
where you play. Focus on but two
games, but stay alert . You don’t want
to forget which machine you’re play-
ing and start using the strategy
intended for the other.

Gambling Wisdom of the Week:
"If you must play, decide upon three
things at the start: the rules of the
game, the stakes, and the quitting
time."  

~Chinese Proverb

Got a question about gambling?
Write to: Deal Me In, P.O. Box 1234,
Traverse City, Michigan 49685 -e-
mail: pilarski@markpilarski.com ¥
To order Mark Pilarski�s �Hooked on
Winning� audio cassettes-laminated
win cards package ($12.95 plus $2
S&H) call 1-800-WINNERS.

Mark Pilarski

DEAL ME IN
It certainly was a busy weekend

in Cedarville and Hessel over the
Fourth of July. A memorial service,
weddings, special dinners, parades,
and numerous other activities were
topped off with a grand display of
fireworks. After a week of cold,
wind, and rain, the weather cleared
and it was a beautiful weekend with
sunshine and warm temperatures. 

The memorial service for Ken
Horsburgh was attended by the
many people who knew him. Ken
was always an outstanding figure in
the Les Cheneaux Islands. He, along

with Chuck Letts, began the now
famous Les Cheneaux Antique
Wooden Boat Show. With Ken’s
endless energy and enthusiasm, he
kept all of those around him busy.
The number of people who attended
the service certainly spoke of the
local admiration felt for this excep-
tional man. 

Word from Debbie St. Onge
announced a concert to be held at
First Union Church Friday, July 31,
at 7 p.m. featuring Randy and Marli
Brown. There will be refreshments
and a social hour following the con-

cert. Everyone is welcome. 
The Les Cheneaux Arts Council

is having an exhibition of some of
the work of its artists in the Library
Reading room and a quilt display
for the month of July. 

An organization called the
Northern Connection Basket Guild
is having its July meeting Thursday,
July 16, at the Township Hall in
DeTour Village. According to
Gillian Bickham, this organization
was organized in 1991 and has nine
members. Dedicated to preserving
the traditions of basket making, the

group meets
the third Thurs-
day of each
month from 2
p.m. to 7:30 p.m., alternating meet-
ings between the Hessel Pres-
byterian Church and the Township
Hall in DeTour.  

Several members of this group
belong to the Association of
Michigan Basket-makers, which
holds a convention annually, offer-
ing basket classes and a chance to
learn new and varied techniques of
weaving. New members are wel-
come, and any questions may be
directed to Gillian Bickham at 484-
4002. 

It was nice to see the whole com-
munity turn out for the Lions Club
whitefish dinner at the school
Friday evening, July 3. The big
response should help toward the
four college scholarships that the
Lions award to Cedarville High
School students each year. 

Bethel Lutheran Church, on the
hill above Cedarville, will have its
23rd Annual Strawberry Social
Tuesday, July 14, from 3 p.m. to 6
p.m. This is a real summer treat. 

Also at Bethel Lutheran Church,
Vacation Bible School will be
Monday, July 20, to Friday, July 24,
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. All chil-
dren are welcome. 

Bob and Joyce Ayers won the
Lions Club $100 lottery June 16 and
Karl and Jackie Pitko won the $100
lottery June 23. 

Some nice person left a coffee
cake in my car last Sunday during
church service. I have no idea who it
was, and perhaps it was put in the
wrong car, but I appreciate it. It was
delicious! 

By Helen Shoberg
484-2626 • helenshoberg@centurytel.netLes Cheneaux

The Dunn family of Les Cheneaux gathered for a reunion Sunday, July 5, at a roadside park on M-
134 near Cedarville. Family members attending are (not in order) Chris Ehrett and Monica Dunn of
Franklin, Wisconsin, Linda Dunn-Coleman of Midlothian, Texas, Jim and Ferne Sherland with Ruben
of Hessel, Merle Carder of Mojave, California, Archie Dunn of Cedarville, Art and Sandra Dunn of
Juneau, Alaska, Dale and Lisa Dunn of Cedarville, Dave and Doris Stever of Exerter, California, Kim,
Randy, Grace, and Silas Dunn of Cedarville, Lydia Rudd of Cedarville, Lisa, Jimmy, and Jack Zyble of
Kings Mountain, North Carolina, Tina Carder of Bakersfield, California, Archie and Shurland of Hessel,
Julie and Rich Morehouse of Minnetonka, Minnesota, Lisa and George Dunn of Campbellsport,
Wisconsin, Terre and Dave Ogorchock of Tehachapi, California, and Soap, DeeDee, and Rebecca
Bickham of Hessel. (Dunn Family Photograph)

The Fourth of July was as it
should be, sunny and warm.
Saturday celebrants at our home
were Charlie, Pam, and Chrissy
Movalson, Eric, Kelli, Amanda, and
Zach Movalson, Horst and Ingrid
Daemmrich, Tracy Movalson, and
Dave Movalson, Jr.

Sharon and Joe Chalmers spent a
quiet weekend, with walks on the
beach and grilling out. The weekend
before, Joe Chalmers and Murray
Chalmers traveled to Florida for a
brief visit. Sharon Chalmers attend-
ed a family wedding in the
Hamptons.  While in New York
City, Sharon’s daughter, Lisa, and
her cousin, Diana, went to see the
Broadway play “Shrek,” which they
report was as good as “The Lion
King” production seen previously.

Jackie and Denny Rippett and
Sally Conklin drove to Curtis
Sunday, July 5, for the Fourth of
July festivities. Kelli, Amanda, Pam,
Chrissy, Tracy, and I met them at
Rachel and Roy Gibson’s shop,
Creative Commotions. 

It was a great parade in Curtis.
The Saints of Steel of St. Ignace put
on a wonderful program, riding on a
flatbed truck. There was our church
organist, Dawn Akers, front and
center. I gave her a shout but, of
course, she didn’t hear or see me
waving my arms.

Carole Orlando spent three days
last week with her parents, Jim and
Ann Dyer.  Jim and Ann manned the
Lions booth at Naubinway Saturday,
July 4, with a helping hand from
Carole.

Pete, the peacock, is comfortable
roaming the Wildwood Lane neigh-
borhood, but always returns to John
and Pega Kennedy’s home. Pega
and John attended the Independence
Day parade in St. Ignace Saturday,
July 4.

Joe Stewart and Lorie Quigley of
Fort Myers, Florida, have arrived at
their summer home on Shore Road.
Kay Allott of Sault Ste. Marie has
joined them for a few days. Sunday
night, July 5, they entertained neigh-
bors with refreshments before the
festivities on the beach. 

The Green family of New
Hudson congregated at the family
compound this past week. Andy and
Vivian Green and family, Chris and
Wendy Green and family, and the
matriarch, Marion Green, all
enjoyed the week at the beach. Also
included were the pets. It was a busy
beach. 

Russ and Susie Nesberg have

adopted a new kitten from Brenda
Spencer. She has more to give to
happy homes.

Bob Jarzynka is fighting off the
cedar waxwings, who seem to love
the ripening strawberries.

The Brittany puppies at Jim and
Jerri Rose’s home are now just
opening their eyes. They are two
weeks old.

Sharon and Ken Smith have been
busy remodeling their kitchen since
they got home from Arizona.

Shari Baron is in Livonia caring
for her mother, who is having health
issues.  She will be back in town for
the American Cancer Society Relay
for Life in St. Ignace July 17 and
July 18. Although I am  not a con-
tact person for Relay for Life, for
information about participating, you
may contact Sherrill Soblaskey of
St. Ignace at 643-8711.

Happy birth-
day to Tracy Mo-
valson  July 7.

Jack and Thora
Shepard have been spending time at
their cottage at Trout Lake.  Mike
and Helena Shepard and family
camped at the park in Trout Lake
over the holiday. Jack and Thora
joined them at the park for the fire-
works, as did Mike, Lara, Morgan,
and Kristi Gustafson.

Edna Mae Dumas of Florida vis-
ited with Jack and Thora Shepard
Thursday, July 2.

Joyce Gustafson says the Hope
Chest in St. Ignace is doing very
well, with lots of people visiting the
store.

Mary Carney reports lots of
activity at the bookstore.

Happy anniversary to Jim and
Kathy Christopher July 14.

By Lois Movalson
292-5581Brevort

Get It Fast!
Subscribe to the Online Edition

of The St. Ignace News.

Get the same
paper, in PDF
format that
looks just
like the
printed
version 

and in
HTML

format
that can be

read and
enjoyed, each

story at a time.

And the best part - it’s usually available to read on
Tuesday night, sometimes before the printed 

version is even on the press.
We’ll even let you know via e-mail when it’s ready!
Subscribe online 24/7 using your credit card.

Or phone 906-643-9150 
Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

A great last minute gift, too!
Just $35 for a whole year.

www.stignacenews.com

By Paul Gingras

In 1956, a young motorhead

named Ed Reavie pulled up to

LaSalle High School in his first car,

a red, 1953 Ford Sunliner convert-

ible, a vehicle, he recalls, that stood

right “at the top of the food chain”

in the automobile world.

“I felt like a pretty cool kid in

high school driving that, let me tell

you,” he said. 

Convertibles have always been

prized highly by car enthusiasts, so

this weekend, as organizer of the

12th Annual Antiques on the Bay

show in St. Ignace, M
r. Reavie

chose to feature them.

As many as 60 are expected to

be displayed at the St. Ignace M
ari-

na, where they will be admired

along with all manner of cars and

trucks 1983 and older, against the

blue backdrop of M
oran Bay and

the boats in the harbor.

“It’s the perfect setting for an

antiques show,” M
r. Reavie said.

Antique car owner J.R. Hostetler
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Prized Convertibles To Lead Antiques on the Bay

•  A
new movie by M

ackinac

Island filmmakers shows the

summer resort area as few

tourists have seen it.

... page 3

• Yacht racers at Hessel are

preparing to host a regatta for

sailors from several states.

... page 3

• USCG
Station St. Ignace 

welcomes Decker in Change 

of Command ceremony.

... page 13

Inside... Hughey Is Lilac Parade M
arshal

Questions Linger; City

Delays Claiming Tower

Quilters’Art Is Focus at Pickford

Heckman To
Lead Road

Commission

First Car Show of Summer Is This W
eekend at St. Ignace

John Hillock (right) sells raffle tickets to Bev Nayback at the

entrance to the Pickford Historical Society Quilt Show Saturday,

June 14. Arliss Fountain is seated in the background. All are Pickford

residents. The winning ticket holder will receive the quilt pictured

between M
rs. Nayback and M

r. Hillock, a sampler quilt stitched by

volunteers as a fundraiser for the Historical Society. Each square

represents an individual quilt pattern, and is named and auto-

graphed by the maker. 

At left: In his 36th

consecutive year of lead-

ing M
ackinac Island’s

annual Lilac Festival

Parade Sunday, June 15,

Donald “Duck” Andress

proudly displays his

Native American regalia

and American flag.

Behind him are fellow

tribal members Carl

Andress, Tony M
iron,

and John Perrault, who

finished the parade on

foot after his horse

became skittish.

By Ryan Schlehuber

It was at least 30 years since

Bob Hughey last enjoyed M
ack-

inac 
Island’s 

Lilac 
Festival

parade, but last Sunday, June 15,

he was featured in it as the grand

marshal.
M

r. Hughey, who now resides

in St. Ignace with his wife, Pat,

has a storied past on M
ackinac

Island, beginning in 1943, when,

at 17, he arrived from Boyne City

with only $7 in his pocket and

high hopes of finding a job. He

was soon the night watchman at

Grand Hotel, and the hotel pro-

vided him with a room at the

W
illiam Backhouse Astor cottage

on Cadotte Avenue.

“It was the most beautiful

room I’ve ever stayed in,” said

M
r. Hughey, now 82. “I thought

they made a mistake, that’s how

nice it was.”

He 
opened 

Little 
Bob’s

Restaurant on Astor Street in

October 1948. It boasted dollar

dinners, fast service, and “W
orld

Famous Key Lime Pies.”

The restaurant was a landmark

on M
ackinac Island for nearly 50

years, closing in 1994.

“That 
restaurant 

is 
badly

missed,” said Jeannette Doud,

local historian and correspondent

for The St. Ignace News. “M
any

families still come to the Island

and look for it. It was such a won-

derful place.”Bob Hughey also owned the

Captain’s Table restaurant, on the

corner of Astor and M
ain, now

the site of M
ay’s Fudge, and

operated the Fort M
ackinac Tea

Room.
He was one of the few spon-

sors of the inaugural Lilac Day

Parade in 1949, when there were

only a few floats, two bands, and

no more than 200 visitors to

watch it. His float included his

brother, Donald, dressed in loin-

cloth, moccasins, and a western

Indian chief’s headdress, accom-

panied by three Indians on a blan-

ket, and a deer hide fastened to

poles. The float received first

place, he said.
He attributes the Island’s tradi-

tional event to Evangilene “Ling”

Horn, a childhood friend.

“She lived her whole life on

M
ackinac Island and conceived

the idea [of a celebration of

lilacs] when she was a very

young girl,” M
r. Hughey wrote

in a Letter to the Editor in the

Town Crier last July.

Because of family responsi-

bilities, M
rs. Horn appealed to

This 1929 Hudson Dual Cowl Phaeton convertible will be one of

the featured convertibles on display for the 12th Annual Antiques on

the Bay show in St. Ignace Saturday, June 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission to the show is free of charge. The display will follow an

antique car procession over the M
ackinac Bridge from M

ackinaw

City to St. Ignace Friday at 4:30 p.m. (Photograph courtesy of Nostal-

gia Productions)

By Karen Gould

W
ith no warranty agreement and

lingering questions over the Ever-

green Shores water tower, the St.

Ignace City Council unanimously

agreed to postpone accepting own-

ership of the structure during its

M
onday, June 16, meeting. Any

decision regarding the structure now

will wait until Council meets again

July 7. Council members say they

will seek a five-year warranty for

the tower and may require a surety

bond.

The tower cracked in a M
arch

2007 storm, after it had been raised

26 feet by Pittsburgh Tank and Tow-

er.

The city's consultant in the mat-

ter, Dixon Engineering of Lake

Odessa, gave its report M
onday

night on why the tower failed, stat-

ing that stiffeners were improperly

installed. The tower has since been

repaired, but since Pittsburgh’s ele-

vated tank division has since been

purchased by Phoenix Fabricators

and Erectors, the city should be

careful about which company it

wants to warrant the extension, said

Dixon Engineering’s president, Bill

Dixon, who attended the meeting

M
onday.

City attorney Prentiss  Brown, Jr.

was asked to clarify which company

should provide the warranty.

The $80,000 extension to the

city’s water tower was paid for by

the Sault Ste. M
arie Tribe of

Chippewa Indians so as to provide

service to its M
ackinac Trail hotel,

casino, and housing development.

Les Therrian, director of the

Department of Public W
orks, told

council he had expected to receive a

warranty agreement as late as M
on-

day 
afternoon, 

but 
none 

was

received.
Council 

briefly 
considered

accepting the tower contingent on

the receipt of a three-year to five-

year warranty. Councilmen Paul

Fullerton and W
illie LaLonde

questioned accepting the tower

without seeing the warranty.

A
one-year warranty would nor-

mally be acceptable, but M
r. Dixon

said this is an extraordinary situa-

tion and an extended warranty is a

reasonable request under the cir-

cumstances. A
warranty usually

begins when a tank is operational,

which would have been in M
arch

when the tank was filled with water.

At left: One of the exhibitions

at the Pickford Historical Soci-

ety’s June 13 and June 14 quilt

show was this creation by Verna

Zwolinski of Pickford, a self-

taught quilter who never took a

quilting class, and drew her

own, freehand pattern tem-

plates on cardboard and plastic

lids from food containers. Fami-

ly members estimate she made

more than 200 quilts between

the ages of 57 and 65. 

By Amy Polk

Dirk Heckman was selected as

the new engineer/manager at the

M
ackinac County Road Commis-

sion Tuesday, June 10. He will

replace Karrie Abbitt, who held the

position less than a year, and his

start date is undetermined at this

time. M
r. Heckman now works in a

similar position at the Chippewa

County Road Commission, and the

M
ackinac 

County 
board 

was

unsure when his contract would

release him. Commissioner Lester

Livermore estimated it could be a

month or more before he can start

working for the M
ackinac County

Road Commission. 

M
r. Heckman was one of four

people who submitted applications,

and one of only two qualified for

the position by applying for the

engineer/manager 
job. 

Of 
the

remaining two candidates, one

applied as an engineer only and one

applied as a manager only. M
r.

Heckman is a LaSalle High School

graduate and now lives in St.

Ignace Township. Commissioners

are working on a contract and

salary to offer M
r. Heckman.

M
ichigan Department of Trans-

portation (M
DOT) has slashed its

summer 
maintenance 

budget,

blaming what it calls a severe win-

ter and higher snow removal costs

for less available money for sum-

mer 
maintenance. 

M
DOT

cut

$11,800 from the maintenance

budget and will not clean ditches

this year. M
DOT

will mow only

once along state routes this year,

since the grass cutting and weed

control fund was cut by more than

half, from $7,565 to $3,565.

County 
Road 

Commission

Chairman Frank Luepnitz read the

list of changes aloud during the

meeting, including a $2,100 reduc-

tion in tree and shrub removal

funding and a $446 reduction (from

$500) for preventive maintenance.

There is no funding for several oth-

er areas like drainage and backs-

lope work, bridge structure mainte-

nance, bridge signs, traffic signal

maintenance, and pavement mark-

ing.

Tree and shrub removal has

been reduced to downed trees and

stumps only, and only when they

By Amy Polk

Clark Township Planning Com-

mission gave Andrew M
cM

illan

permission to build an oversized

boat shelter on his M
arquette

Island lot Tuesday, June 10. Illus-

trating why some property owners

seek larger boathouses in the Les

Cheneaux Islands, M
r. M

cM
illan

said the 1,030-foot, open-sided

structure is necessary to provide

shelter for two antique Chris Craft

boats that should not be exposed to

the elements. One is an all-origi-

nal, 26-foot, 1930 Chris Craft run-

about. 
The project includes placing

the shelter inside a large, existing

boat slip on the property, removing

an 85-foot section of dock along-

side the slip, leaving a 25-foot sec-

tion, and rebuilding a crib dock,

angled to protect the slip.  

M
r. M

cM
illan said historic

accounts of the property describe a

100-foot-long boathouse at the site

before it was destroyed by a fire,

so the structure he wants to build

“is much less square footage than

the original.”The boathouse will be 30.6 feet

by 32 feet in size and 14 feet tall

from the dock. The zoning ordi-

nance allows only 1,000 square

feet for properties with 201 to 500

feet of water frontage. M
r. M

cM
il-

lan believes his property has about

350 to 400 feet of frontage, but

measurement turned in with the

project differed from that, noted

Zoning and Building Administra-

tor Frank Sims, prompting com-

missioners to ask for a verified fig-

ure.

The planning commission also

asked that the boat shelter be fitted

with decorative elements and be

more appealing and required M
r.

M
cM

illan to turn in elevation

drawings for a site plan review.

Three commissioners will review

the plans, which are a stipulation

for issuing the building permit. 

Contractor 
M

ike 
M

cM
aken

said he and M
r. M

cM
illan had

already discussed design enhance-

ments for the boathouse, which he

said will have shingles and a

gabled roof and will match the

house in color. 
Commissioner John Grenier’s

motion to approve the boathouse

included the rationale that the

structure is not intruding into the

waterway because it will be

behind a breakwall, that it is close

to the shore, and that there will be

no habitation in the structure.

Commissioners M
ike M

iller

and Steve Honnila will represent

the planning commission at the

Saturday, June 28, annual meeting

at 10 a.m., where they will explain

the master plan and zoning ordi-

nance revision process. 

Hired To Replace Abbitt

Bob Hughey, grand

marshal for the 59th

annual Lilac Festival

Parade.

Oversized Boathouse Gets OK at Clark Twp.

Turn to page 10: Car Show

Turn to page 10: Tower

Turn to page 9: Roads

Turn to page 9: Lilac 

SCHEDULE A FREE
RETIREMENT REVIEW.

Bill McLeod
Financial Advisor
939 East Portage Street
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
906-632-4985

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Located Across from the City Marina
Open Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. • Sun. at Noon 

(906) 643-0556

Check Out Our Happy Hour Menu 
Featuring Homemade Appetizers

$1.00 Drafts • $3.00 Margaritas 

Happy Hour
4 - 6 p.m. Daily

Brett Mitchell 
&

The Giant Ghost
Chef’s Favorites
Perch • Walleye  

Crab Legs  
Shucked Oysters

Thursday, July 9...


