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CLARK TOWNSHIP
ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE ELECTORS

SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2009
10:00 AM

Call to order: 10:00 AM by
Supervisor Hill.
Pledge of Allegiance.
Present: Miller, Hill, Carpenter,
Lofdahl, Wellnitz
Others Present: Bob Dunn, Bob
Smith (Lakeside), Rose Miller, Chet
Kasper, Robert Miller, Julie Smith,
Paul Smith, Luke Jaroche

Approval of the Agenda
Carpenter moved to approve the
agenda. Lofdahl supported.
All Ayes.  Motion carried.

Budget Hearing
Miller made the motion to open the
budget hearing.  Lofdahl supported.
All Ayes.  Motion carried.
The budget for the 2009-2010 year
was presented and discussed.
Carpenter pointed out that this budget
does contain a 30% reduction in State
Shared Revenue.  Copies of the budg-
et are available in the Clerk’s office.

Lofdahl made the motion to close the
budget hearing.  Carpenter support-
ed.
All Ayes.  Motion carried.

Budget Resolution
Carpenter offered the following reso-
lution.  Miller supported.
Whereas, it is a new fiscal year for the
Township and whereas, it is necessary
to adopt a new budget for this new fis-
cal year.  Now, therefore, be it
resolved that the budget for fiscal
year 2009-2010 with total revenues of
$1,687,362.00 and total expenditures
of $1,615,756.00 be adopted by the
Clark Township Board of Trustees.
Vote:  Yes – Miller, Hill, Lofdahl,
Wellnitz, Carpenter.

No – None      Carried.

Minutes for 2008
Miller read the minutes of the Annual
Meeting dated June 28, 2008
New Business:
1.)  Dredging & Harbor Report
“Lakeside Bob” showed a short film
on what the committee has done and
would like to do.  He said that a small
group formed about 2 years ago and
met at Bob Dunn’s to talk about dredg-
ing the channels.  The group consisted
of the Watershed, Community
Foundation, Islands Association,
Chamber, Tourist Association and
Clark Township Board.  As of this
meeting, Bob reports that we have
been approved to receive up to 1.4 mil-
lion for the dredging project.  He
pointed out that both Senators
Stabenaw & Levin’s offices have been
a big help to this effort.  He went on to
say that we have over 900 island prop-
erties and 2000 boats in this communi-
ty housed at both private and commer-
cial docks.  He said they have a Plan A
and a Plan B.  Plan A is a request for a
commercial ramp, fire boat docking
area, restrooms and a long-term park-
ing area across the road.  Plan B would
establish a fishing pond behind the
existing parking area across from the
launch ramp in Cedarville with a look-
out platform.  This would replace a
pond that was in existence when the
present parking lot was put in. 

2.)  Recreation Report
Hill reported that the outfields are
being worked on.  The Lion’s Club has
promised at least $24,000 for the work
on the infield and the fence.  It was
noted that there has been a lot of vol-
unteer work given toward this project.
Thank you to all our volunteers
because without you so much less
would be done.  Carpenter has a call in
to the Community Foundation to get
some input on what their involvement
will be in this project.

3.)  Ambulance Report

Nothing new to report other than a big
thank you to Clark Twp residents for
passing the millage to be able to hire
an EMT.

4.)  Fire Dept. Report
Chet Kasper reported that the
Department now has 24 active mem-
bers with 10 of those being officers.  8
of those members also serve on the
Ambulance Corp.  The Fire Dept has 3
meetings per month.  The first meeting
is for planning and the other 2 meet-
ings are used for training.  The Dept
LOVES the new tanker truck.  It does
so much more than the last one and is
much more efficient.  The tanker
works on hydraulics to fill and drain.
It takes only 4 minutes to fill the tanker
and 4 minutes to drain it.  The Dept is
currently training for the ISO which is
the International Organization for
Standardization that sets protection
class and rates.  The Dept’s goal is to
get the insurance rates down for our
taxpayers.  The Dept received a grant
for a $40,000.00 air compressor to fill
their air tanks.  They are looking into
getting better tanks.  The current tanks
can run for 15-30 minutes and the new
tanks would be good for 1 hour.  The
Dept is currently working on a grant
for a new Fire Hall.  One plan is to use
the money to remodel the Fire Hall
downtown.  Another plan would be to
put up a new Fire Hall near the Twp
offices.  They will keep us updated on
this.  Once again they offer a huge
THANK YOU for all the new equip-
ment and strong support of our com-
munity.

5.)  Road Committee Report
Luke Jaroche handed out the Road
Committee’s Annual Report.  Several
projects have been completed.  New
culverts are currently being put in  sev-
eral locations.  Oliver House is doing a
great job of assessing our Twp road
conditions.  He is developing a base-
line and grading system and prioritiz-

ing all roads for future routine repairs,
structural improvements and mainte-
nance road work.  Bob Dunn
expressed concern about our road ends
and launch areas.  Luke will look into
who is responsible for the maintenance
of those areas.  It was suggested that a
meeting with the Mackinac County
Road Commission is much needed.
Hill made a motion that the Board set
up a meeting with the Mackinac
County Road Commission.  Rose
Miller supported.  
Vote:  Yes – all 12 present

No – None    Motion carried.

6.) Electors Set Salaries
Salaries will remain the same the next
budget year for the elected officials
and the other Clark Twp employees as
voted at the June Board meeting.
Wellnitz commended the Twp. Board
and all the hard work they do.  Bob
Miller questioned how other
Townships in the area do with less.
Lofdahl pointed out that our Township
is larger and deals with a full sewer
system, marina, airport, and etc.
Rose Miller made a motion to put a
wage freeze on all salaries for this
budget year.  Bob Miller supported.
Vote:  Yes – 10   No – None    Abstain
– 1    Motion carried. 

7.)  Public Comments
Bob Miller commented that all our
Township committees are doing an
exceptional good job.

8.)  Building Inspector Update
Miller reported that background
checks are underway on applicants for
the job.  Dave Kovar is on board for
the interim period.

Rose Miller made a motion to
adjourn.  Wellnitz supported.
All present voted in favor.
Adjournment:  11:30AM  

CLARK TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SPECIAL MEETING
June 30, 2006

2:00 P.M.

Call to order: 2:09 PM
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call: Present:  Hill, Wellnitz,
Carpenter, Miller
Absent:  Lofdahl

Public Comments: None
Approval of Agenda:
Miller made the motion to approve the
agenda. Carpenter seconded.  
All Ayes.  Motion carried.

Correspondence: None

Old Business: None

New Business:

1.)  Out of Block Amendments
Miller presented the amendments to be
made to the Board.
Wellnitz made the motion to approve
the out of block amendments in the
amount of $4,557.45.  
Carpenter supported.  
Roll Call: Yes - Hill, Miller, Carpenter,
Wellnitz  /  Lofdahl Absent
No – None   Motion carried.

2.) Gazebo roof at the Cemetery
Miller reported that the roof on the
gazebo is in desperate need of repair.
Once the expense is approved, the job
can be done as time permits.  Miller
also reported that Michigan Works has
a worker that can help with various
odd jobs in the Twp.  This is free labor
up to 40 hours a week and is funded
through the Michigan Works program.  
Carpenter made a motion to approve
expenditures up to $1500.00 for the
roof repair.  Wellnitz supported.
Roll Call: Yes – Hill, Carpenter,
Wellnitz, Miller    Lofdahl absent.
No – none    Motion carried.

3.) Resolution – Dredging Spoils /
Transfer Station
Carpenter offered the following reso-
lution.  Miller supported.
At a meeting of the Clark Township
Board of Trustees, for the County of
Mackinac, State of Michigan, held on
the 30th day of June, 2009
It is hereby resolved Clark Township
does hereby support the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers “Les Cheneaux
Islands Channel Dredging” project,
including disposal of dredge materials
at our Township landfill north of State
Rd. in Cedarville (contingent on an
agreement with Smith Sanitation).
Vote:  Ayes – Carpenter, Miller, Hill,
Wellnitz   Absent:  Lofdahl
Nays – none.      Carried.

4.)  Copier – Maintenance Agreement
Miller reported that we have received
our annual maintenance agreement for
the main copier.  To continue with the
agreement, it will cost the Twp. 
$1,014.00.  It was also noted from
National Office Products that our copi-
er is getting older and there is a possi-
bility that parts may not be available at
some point during the contract.  Miller

got some reports on repairs and that is
a costly route.  Wellnitz said that the
school has a lease program for some of
their large copiers.  He will check out
what the school is doing and then
report back to the Board and they can
make that decision at a future meeting.

(Mike Lofdahl showed up to the meet-
ing at 2:27 PM)

5.)  Holiday Pay – Lorie Thompson
Lorie talked to Mike Miller and
requested Holiday pay.  She said that a
couple of years ago she was able to
receive that and wondered if she would
be able to have it again.  The Board
had some discussion on this and con-
cluded that according to the employee
manual, seasonal and part-time work-
ers do not receive Holiday pay.  Lorie’s
request was denied.

6.)  Assessor’s Email request
Polly Cairns has emailed to the Board
members that in the future, any
requests for the assessor need to be
received in written form.  When she
was questioned as to the reason why,
she replied that she does not want to
get burned as in the past.  This was in
response to an invoice she had submit-
ted to the Board for reimbursement
during a Tribunal case and was denied
payment.  Miller went on record to say
that she has now developed a bad atti-
tude.  It would be unproductive in the
office if every request were to be put
into writing.  Lofdahl pointed out that
she has a contract with the Twp and
should not be allowed to dictate how
the Board should act.  Carpenter point-
ed out that Polly’s contract states that
she is to be available by phone 5 days
per week.  Carpenter said that she has
called and left messages and not heard
back.  It is usually left up to Jessica to
take messages and relay them to Polly
whether by phone or email.  Carpenter
reported an incident that recently hap-
pened.  Tax bills were received in the
office on June 29 and are by law sup-
posed to be out in the mail by July 1st.
It is the assessor that signs the tax war-
rant and as a courtesy provides an
updated list of the July Board of
review so that those bills can be pulled
out and a letter sent to the taxpayers so
they do not pay the wrong amount.
This is a courtesy for our taxpayers
that we started a few years ago.  An
email was written to Polly requesting
these items and when Carpenter went
to her for the information, Polly said to
just put it on the desk and she would
get to it later and would Carpenter
please put the request in writing.
Carpenter responded that Jessica had
sent her an email the previous week.
By the end of the day Jennifer went in
to request it again and Polly was rude
to Jennifer and said she would get to it
when she could.  The warrant was
received right at the end of our work-
ing day on Monday, June 29.  Miller
met with Hill this AM and wanted him
to talk to Polly as to why this request is
being made and to ask her to attend
this meeting to explain.  Hill asked

Polly twice to attend and she said that
she would not be available to the
Board.  Miller said that the meeting
started at 2:00 PM and Carpenter heard
her leave at 2:20 PM and there was no
reason why she could not come and
explain.  Hill had a letter from Polly
from earlier that day and copies were
distributed to the Board.  The letter ref-
erenced how she receives communica-
tions from the State, County, Tax
Tribunal etc.  The Board felt that this is
an unacceptable way of doing business
within the office.  The Board strongly
urged Hill to take control and deal with
this issue as the department head for
the assessing office.  Lofdahl went on
record to say that Polly’s attitude needs
to be dealt with if she wants to be
employed here.  Miller went further to
point out that according to her con-
tract, her employment can be terminat-
ed by the Board.  Miller felt that Polly
slapped the Board in the face by refus-
ing to attend this meeting.  She had the
opportunity to explain this issue to us
and refused to do it.  Carpenter said
that communication between the
Treasurer’s office and the assessor’s
office is very important but the bottom
line is the satisfaction of the taxpayer
and the response time to answer their
questions and meet their needs.
Discussion followed about Polly’s
availability and possible solutions.

The Board feels that they have been
covering too much for her and answer-
ing questions that they should not have
to.  Discussion followed about her
recent challenges concerning her con-
tract and the fact that she is calling the
shots and setting her own hours rather
than the Board giving that direction.
Carpenter feels the Twp is at risk and
Polly’s service to the Taxpayers is
questionable.  The Board again strong-
ly urged Hill to take control of this sit-
uation as the department head for that
office and other areas that he oversees.
Carpenter pointed out that all the elect-
ed officials oversee different aspects of
the Twp.  It should not be necessary for
some of these issues to even come
before the Board if Hill was doing
what he needs to do and handle situa-
tions.  Wellnitz said that the recent
events need to be documented and if it
continues, stronger decisions will be
made by the Board.  The office cannot
continue with this “non-communica-
tion”.  We all need to handle our differ-
ences professionally and in the best
interest of our taxpayers and the com-
munity.

Lofdahl made a motion to adjourn.
Carpenter supported.
All ayes.  Motion carried.
Adjourned:  3:07PM     
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By Paul Gingras

In 1956, a young motorhead

named Ed Reavie pulled up to

LaSalle High School in his first car,

a red, 1953 Ford Sunliner convert-

ible, a vehicle, he recalls, that stood

right “at the top of the food chain”

in the automobile world.

“I felt like a pretty cool kid in

high school driving that, let me tell

you,” he said. 

Convertibles have always been

prized highly by car enthusiasts, so

this weekend, as organizer of the

12th Annual Antiques on the Bay

show in St. Ignace, M
r. Reavie

chose to feature them.

As many as 60 are expected to

be displayed at the St. Ignace M
ari-

na, where they will be admired

along with all manner of cars and

trucks 1983 and older, against the

blue backdrop of M
oran Bay and

the boats in the harbor.

“It’s the perfect setting for an

antiques show,” M
r. Reavie said.

Antique car owner J.R. Hostetler
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Prized Convertibles To Lead Antiques on the Bay

•  A
new movie by M

ackinac

Island filmmakers shows the

summer resort area as few

tourists have seen it.
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• Yacht racers at Hessel are

preparing to host a regatta for

sailors from several states.
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• USCG
Station St. Ignace 

welcomes Decker in Change 

of Command ceremony.
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Inside... Hughey Is Lilac Parade M
arshal

Questions Linger; City

Delays Claiming Tower

Quilters’Art Is Focus at Pickford

Heckman To
Lead Road

Commission

First Car Show of Summer Is This W
eekend at St. Ignace

John Hillock (right) sells raffle tickets to Bev Nayback at the

entrance to the Pickford Historical Society Quilt Show Saturday,

June 14. Arliss Fountain is seated in the background. All are Pickford

residents. The winning ticket holder will receive the quilt pictured

between M
rs. Nayback and M

r. Hillock, a sampler quilt stitched by

volunteers as a fundraiser for the Historical Society. Each square

represents an individual quilt pattern, and is named and auto-

graphed by the maker. 

At left: In his 36th

consecutive year of lead-

ing M
ackinac Island’s

annual Lilac Festival

Parade Sunday, June 15,

Donald “Duck” Andress

proudly displays his

Native American regalia

and American flag.

Behind him are fellow

tribal members Carl

Andress, Tony M
iron,

and John Perrault, who

finished the parade on

foot after his horse

became skittish.

By Ryan Schlehuber

It was at least 30 years since

Bob Hughey last enjoyed M
ack-

inac 
Island’s 

Lilac 
Festival

parade, but last Sunday, June 15,

he was featured in it as the grand

marshal.
M

r. Hughey, who now resides

in St. Ignace with his wife, Pat,

has a storied past on M
ackinac

Island, beginning in 1943, when,

at 17, he arrived from Boyne City

with only $7 in his pocket and

high hopes of finding a job. He

was soon the night watchman at

Grand Hotel, and the hotel pro-

vided him with a room at the

W
illiam Backhouse Astor cottage

on Cadotte Avenue.

“It was the most beautiful

room I’ve ever stayed in,” said

M
r. Hughey, now 82. “I thought

they made a mistake, that’s how

nice it was.”

He 
opened 

Little 
Bob’s

Restaurant on Astor Street in

October 1948. It boasted dollar

dinners, fast service, and “W
orld

Famous Key Lime Pies.”

The restaurant was a landmark

on M
ackinac Island for nearly 50

years, closing in 1994.

“That 
restaurant 

is 
badly

missed,” said Jeannette Doud,

local historian and correspondent

for The St. Ignace News. “M
any

families still come to the Island

and look for it. It was such a won-

derful place.”Bob Hughey also owned the

Captain’s Table restaurant, on the

corner of Astor and M
ain, now

the site of M
ay’s Fudge, and

operated the Fort M
ackinac Tea

Room.
He was one of the few spon-

sors of the inaugural Lilac Day

Parade in 1949, when there were

only a few floats, two bands, and

no more than 200 visitors to

watch it. His float included his

brother, Donald, dressed in loin-

cloth, moccasins, and a western

Indian chief’s headdress, accom-

panied by three Indians on a blan-

ket, and a deer hide fastened to

poles. The float received first

place, he said.
He attributes the Island’s tradi-

tional event to Evangilene “Ling”

Horn, a childhood friend.

“She lived her whole life on

M
ackinac Island and conceived

the idea [of a celebration of

lilacs] when she was a very

young girl,” M
r. Hughey wrote

in a Letter to the Editor in the

Town Crier last July.

Because of family responsi-

bilities, M
rs. Horn appealed to

This 1929 Hudson Dual Cowl Phaeton convertible will be one of

the featured convertibles on display for the 12th Annual Antiques on

the Bay show in St. Ignace Saturday, June 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission to the show is free of charge. The display will follow an

antique car procession over the M
ackinac Bridge from M

ackinaw

City to St. Ignace Friday at 4:30 p.m. (Photograph courtesy of Nostal-

gia Productions)

By Karen Gould

W
ith no warranty agreement and

lingering questions over the Ever-

green Shores water tower, the St.

Ignace City Council unanimously

agreed to postpone accepting own-

ership of the structure during its

M
onday, June 16, meeting. Any

decision regarding the structure now

will wait until Council meets again

July 7. Council members say they

will seek a five-year warranty for

the tower and may require a surety

bond.

The tower cracked in a M
arch

2007 storm, after it had been raised

26 feet by Pittsburgh Tank and Tow-

er.

The city's consultant in the mat-

ter, Dixon Engineering of Lake

Odessa, gave its report M
onday

night on why the tower failed, stat-

ing that stiffeners were improperly

installed. The tower has since been

repaired, but since Pittsburgh’s ele-

vated tank division has since been

purchased by Phoenix Fabricators

and Erectors, the city should be

careful about which company it

wants to warrant the extension, said

Dixon Engineering’s president, Bill

Dixon, who attended the meeting

M
onday.

City attorney Prentiss  Brown, Jr.

was asked to clarify which company

should provide the warranty.

The $80,000 extension to the

city’s water tower was paid for by

the Sault Ste. M
arie Tribe of

Chippewa Indians so as to provide

service to its M
ackinac Trail hotel,

casino, and housing development.

Les Therrian, director of the

Department of Public W
orks, told

council he had expected to receive a

warranty agreement as late as M
on-

day 
afternoon, 

but 
none 

was

received.
Council 

briefly 
considered

accepting the tower contingent on

the receipt of a three-year to five-

year warranty. Councilmen Paul

Fullerton and W
illie LaLonde

questioned accepting the tower

without seeing the warranty.

A
one-year warranty would nor-

mally be acceptable, but M
r. Dixon

said this is an extraordinary situa-

tion and an extended warranty is a

reasonable request under the cir-

cumstances. A
warranty usually

begins when a tank is operational,

which would have been in M
arch

when the tank was filled with water.

At left: One of the exhibitions

at the Pickford Historical Soci-

ety’s June 13 and June 14 quilt

show was this creation by Verna

Zwolinski of Pickford, a self-

taught quilter who never took a

quilting class, and drew her

own, freehand pattern tem-

plates on cardboard and plastic

lids from food containers. Fami-

ly members estimate she made

more than 200 quilts between

the ages of 57 and 65. 

By Amy Polk

Dirk Heckman was selected as

the new engineer/manager at the

M
ackinac County Road Commis-

sion Tuesday, June 10. He will

replace Karrie Abbitt, who held the

position less than a year, and his

start date is undetermined at this

time. M
r. Heckman now works in a

similar position at the Chippewa

County Road Commission, and the

M
ackinac 

County 
board 

was

unsure when his contract would

release him. Commissioner Lester

Livermore estimated it could be a

month or more before he can start

working for the M
ackinac County

Road Commission. 

M
r. Heckman was one of four

people who submitted applications,

and one of only two qualified for

the position by applying for the

engineer/manager 
job. 

Of 
the

remaining two candidates, one

applied as an engineer only and one

applied as a manager only. M
r.

Heckman is a LaSalle High School

graduate and now lives in St.

Ignace Township. Commissioners

are working on a contract and

salary to offer M
r. Heckman.

M
ichigan Department of Trans-

portation (M
DOT) has slashed its

summer 
maintenance 

budget,

blaming what it calls a severe win-

ter and higher snow removal costs

for less available money for sum-

mer 
maintenance. 

M
DOT

cut

$11,800 from the maintenance

budget and will not clean ditches

this year. M
DOT

will mow only

once along state routes this year,

since the grass cutting and weed

control fund was cut by more than

half, from $7,565 to $3,565.

County 
Road 

Commission

Chairman Frank Luepnitz read the

list of changes aloud during the

meeting, including a $2,100 reduc-

tion in tree and shrub removal

funding and a $446 reduction (from

$500) for preventive maintenance.

There is no funding for several oth-

er areas like drainage and backs-

lope work, bridge structure mainte-

nance, bridge signs, traffic signal

maintenance, and pavement mark-

ing.

Tree and shrub removal has

been reduced to downed trees and

stumps only, and only when they

By Amy Polk

Clark Township Planning Com-

mission gave Andrew M
cM

illan

permission to build an oversized

boat shelter on his M
arquette

Island lot Tuesday, June 10. Illus-

trating why some property owners

seek larger boathouses in the Les

Cheneaux Islands, M
r. M

cM
illan

said the 1,030-foot, open-sided

structure is necessary to provide

shelter for two antique Chris Craft

boats that should not be exposed to

the elements. One is an all-origi-

nal, 26-foot, 1930 Chris Craft run-

about. 
The project includes placing

the shelter inside a large, existing

boat slip on the property, removing

an 85-foot section of dock along-

side the slip, leaving a 25-foot sec-

tion, and rebuilding a crib dock,

angled to protect the slip.  

M
r. M

cM
illan said historic

accounts of the property describe a

100-foot-long boathouse at the site

before it was destroyed by a fire,

so the structure he wants to build

“is much less square footage than

the original.”The boathouse will be 30.6 feet

by 32 feet in size and 14 feet tall

from the dock. The zoning ordi-

nance allows only 1,000 square

feet for properties with 201 to 500

feet of water frontage. M
r. M

cM
il-

lan believes his property has about

350 to 400 feet of frontage, but

measurement turned in with the

project differed from that, noted

Zoning and Building Administra-

tor Frank Sims, prompting com-

missioners to ask for a verified fig-

ure.

The planning commission also

asked that the boat shelter be fitted

with decorative elements and be

more appealing and required M
r.

M
cM

illan to turn in elevation

drawings for a site plan review.

Three commissioners will review

the plans, which are a stipulation

for issuing the building permit. 

Contractor 
M

ike 
M

cM
aken

said he and M
r. M

cM
illan had

already discussed design enhance-

ments for the boathouse, which he

said will have shingles and a

gabled roof and will match the

house in color. 
Commissioner John Grenier’s

motion to approve the boathouse

included the rationale that the

structure is not intruding into the

waterway because it will be

behind a breakwall, that it is close

to the shore, and that there will be

no habitation in the structure.

Commissioners M
ike M

iller

and Steve Honnila will represent

the planning commission at the

Saturday, June 28, annual meeting

at 10 a.m., where they will explain

the master plan and zoning ordi-

nance revision process. 

Hired To Replace Abbitt

Bob Hughey, grand

marshal for the 59th

annual Lilac Festival

Parade.

Oversized Boathouse Gets OK at Clark Twp.

Turn to page 10: Car Show

Turn to page 10: Tower

Turn to page 9: Roads

Turn to page 9: Lilac 

When Not To Be
On The Phone

Dear Mark: I was recently at a casi-
no in Las Vegas and cashed out my
winnings at the cashier's cage.
Upon giving the cashier my chips,
my cell phone rang and so I
answered it not paying attention to
the cashier counting out my money.
I got to my car and realized that the
cashier did not give me the right
amount. I returned to the cashier's
cage and asked to speak to a man-
ager because the person I went to
was gone. After waiting for 15 to 20
minutes he came back and said that
he watched the transaction on
video and said that the cashier gave
me $1,100, and I disputed with him
saying that was not true. I took
$1,100 in chips to the counter and
when I counted my money in the
car I only had $400.

So he calls the Gaming
Commission and upon explaining
my situation to the Gaming
Commission employee I was told
that they would review the transac-
tion and let me know the outcome
and this should only take about 10
to 15 minutes. I waited for an hour
and then the Gaming Commission
comes back and tells me that I was
given $1,225 I asked to review the
transaction myself and I was told
that I could not see it. I do not know
what I should do to get the money
that I won. Could you please point
me in the right direction if possible? 

Lamond H.
By already having the Gaming

Commission weigh in, Lamond,
you're probably not going to climb the
ladder any higher than you did. As for
letting you review the tape, they just
don't, due to their need not to reveal
how they do what they do, (excep-
tion: the tape could be entered as evi-
dence in a civil trial). 

So what did both the cage manager
and the gaming agent's prying eyes
see?  Well, for starters, know that the
essence of casino security is the
extensive use of closed circuit televi-
sion (CCTV), and there are probably
more eye-in-the-sky views of the
cashier's cage than of anything else in
the casino, thanks to those ceiling-
mounted, dome-shaped enclosures
with each camera able to be panned
up to 360 degrees. 

The main function of those cam-
eras is the production of film records,
documenting the assets of the casino
in areas that are cash-sensitive, or
where large dollar amounts change
hands, e.g. a huge slot payoff. Those
areas include the cashier cage, the pit,
the slot drop, etc.

But even with cameras rolling and
a surveillance operator doing the
watching, that's not to say a rogue
employee didn't pocket the differ-
ence. Because there is that dastardly
desire in the poison heart of some
individuals to rip off others, employ-
ee theft does happen in a casino. But
in your case, the theft would most
definitely have been on camera, with
no second chances for the employee.
If detected, he or she would have been
canned immediately, with possible
confiscation of their Sheriff's card,
and the offender would have a tough
time finding another job in the indus-
try. 

Outside of looking into every nook
and cranny of your wallet, your car
key pocket, glove box, sun visor
ledge (You know what I mean  --
where you would put a stash of win-
nings to hide it from your significant
other), I can't explain the discrepancy
of $400 in your pocket, $1,100 you
claim you won, and $1,225 an
employee of the Gaming Com-
mission said you were paid. What
was missing from your e-mail was the
willingness of the casino to count
down the drawer to see if there was an
overage. They do it anyway at the end
of every shift, and you could have at
least got an accounting of its result. 

It's up to you to decide how long
and far you feel like chasing down
your lost winnings. You can always
find a lawyer, working out of his car
to keep the overhead down, to take up
your fight, but for now I offer you a
lesson learned, that being it is your
responsibility if destiny favors you to
count and verify full payment when
cashing out, and of course, a sympa-
thetic pat on the back. 

Gambling Wisdom of the Week:
"The mantra "SLOW DOWN" fits
just about every game, and should be
applied by just about every gambler." 

~Frank Scoblete, 109 Ways
to Beat the Casinos 

Got a question about gambling?
Write to: Deal Me In, P.O. Box 1234,
Traverse City, Michigan 49685 -e-
mail: pilarski@markpilarski.com • To
order Mark Pilarski’s “Hooked on
Winning” audio cassettes-laminated
win cards package ($12.95 plus $2
S&H) call 1-800-WINNERS.

Mark Pilarski

DEAL ME IN


