
Many truckers at the show said
what sets the St. Ignace event apart
from other shows is the apprecia-
tion residents and visitors to the
town show for the chance to see the
trucks and meet the men and
women who drive them.

"I love this town," said Ron
Baird of Thorntown, Indiana, who
won the Best of Show, non-work-
ing, award at the show. "The people
here appreciate it so much."

The show was hosted by Ed
Reavie of Nostalgia Productions
and the National Association of
Show Trucks (NAST).

After St. Ignace Mayor Paul
Grondin presented the mayor's
award during a Sunday, September
20, award ceremony, Bo Trout,
NAST president, thanked the city
for opening the city to big rigs year
after year.

"It's so nice to be up here and be
appreciated when we come up," he
said. "Thank you for having us.
The crowd was fabulous and the
weather was great."

Mr. Trout and his son, Jeremy,
brought a special truck to the show
this year, with murals on the truck
and trailer memorializing those
who lost their lives during the
September 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks.

Along with the murals on the
truck are names of first responders
who died during the national
tragedy. On the opposite side of the
trailer from the 9/11 mural is a trib-
ute to all those in the armed servic-
es.

Jeremey Trout said the painting
is meant to remind those who tend
to forget of the sacrifices made by
some in service of our country.

"It affects everybody," Mr. Trout
said. "People sometimes take for
granted the freedom we actually
have."

The truck gets reactions wher-
ever they go, he said, and Bo Trout
has many stories about veterans
and their families approaching him,
often in tears, to thank him for

helping remind the public of some
of the courageous Americans serv-
ing their country.

At the far end of the show area,
Ike Van of McBain sat slumped on
the step of his 1931 Chevrolet, also

garnering crowd attention.  Mr. Van
found his truck, which was used in
Duluth, Minnesota, to transport
laborers in and out of coal mines, in
a field 25 years ago and has since
fixed it up to replicate the vehicle
used in the "Beverly Hillbillies"
television program.

One couple from Petoskey
stopped to chat with him and later
decided that their friends needed to
come and see the truck, Mr. Van
said. They drove back to Petoskey
to get their friends and brought
them to meet the man and see the
truck that made a convincing visu-
al replication of the famous T.V.
show.

"People say this takes the whole
show," Mr. Van said. "The main
thing is to make people laugh."

The rusty-looking relic had a
bed full of various antique tools,
curiosities, and other treasures. 

A reminder of the history of
trucking was brought to St. Ignace
by George Wacker of Manchester.
Mr. Wacker stood by in an old
Standard Oil uniform next to the
1931 Ford Model AA gas and oil
truck that took him 30 years to put
together.

Mr. Wacker's father worked for
the oil giant, delivering kerosene
and other fuel to homes and farms
using an identical truck. Mr.
Wacker said he remembers work-
ing alongside his father as young-
ster of  five years old, working the
pull-counter on the back door,
which was used to count out the
gallons  purchased by customers.

"All I had was one picture of the
truck," he said. "I always had the
dream of duplicating the old truck."

One of the biggest challenges in
recreating his father's work vehicle,
Mr. Wacker said, was finding one
of the 450-gallon tanks to mount on
the rear. Although people like his

father owned the actual trucks, the
tanks were owned by Standard Oil,
which scrapped them when they
were put out of commission to dis-
courage private competition.

After finding the tank in an
advertisement in the "Wheels of
Time" magazine, the last piece of
the puzzle was in place and Mr.
Wacker was able to complete his
dream of re-creating the truck he
once rode in with his father.

"It's been a 30-year experience,"
he said. "I enjoy meeting people
and telling them about the truck. It
draws people's attention and I get a
lot of questions."

Parked next to Mr. Wacker at the
show, Burt and Marilyn Phenicie
showed off their 1948 Dodge, pos-
sibly the only one of its kind left in
the country, they say. After driving
a 1957 Dodge hauling freight for
50 years, Mr. Phenicie bought the
older truck in 2002, took it apart
piece by piece, and repaired it.

"I'm just a truck driver," he said.

"It's all I've ever done."
The antique truck was once used

to haul coal in Pennsylvania, Mr.
Phenicie said, and has only 19,000
miles on it. The couple has been to
the St. Ignace show three times,
and the setting and the people keep
them coming back, they said.

"He likes to show off his truck,
and it's so beautiful up here," Mrs.
Phenicie said. "The parade across
the bridge is really cool."

Holland Men Take Both 
Best of Show Awards

The weekend culminated in a
rewarding ending for Doug
Scholten and Jeremy Hassevoort of
Holland, Michigan, who won Best
of Show Working Bobtail and Best
of Show Working Combination,
respectively.

Both Mr. Scholten's 2010
Peterbilt 389 and Mr. Hassevoort's
1986 Peterbilt 359, which won the
same award in 2008 and 2007, are
operated for Rabbit River Tran-
sport of Zeeland. The two said it
was a happy surprise to both take
home the top two trophies from the
show, and thanked their families
and friends, since working on the
trucks and running the company is
a team effort.

The 2010 Peterbilt driven by
Mr. Scholten was built as an
anniversary truck for Rabbit River,
since it is the 100th truck owned by
the company. Mr. Hassevoort said
he enjoyed the show and hopes to
bring both trucks back for the com-
petition next year.

"There was nice weather and a
lot of people," he said.
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By Paul Gingras

In 1956, a young motorhead

named Ed Reavie pulled up to

LaSalle High School in his first car,

a red, 1953 Ford Sunliner convert-

ible, a vehicle, he recalls, that stood

right “at the top of the food chain”

in the automobile world.

“I felt like a pretty cool kid in

high school driving that, let me tell

you,” he said. 

Convertibles have always been

prized highly by car enthusiasts, so

this weekend, as organizer of the

12th Annual Antiques on the Bay

show in St. Ignace, M
r. Reavie

chose to feature them.

As many as 60 are expected to

be displayed at the St. Ignace M
ari-

na, where they will be admired

along with all manner of cars and

trucks 1983 and older, against the

blue backdrop of M
oran Bay and

the boats in the harbor.

“It’s the perfect setting for an

antiques show,” M
r. Reavie said.

Antique car owner J.R. Hostetler
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Prized Convertibles To Lead Antiques on the Bay

•  A
new movie by M

ackinac

Island filmmakers shows the

summer resort area as few

tourists have seen it.
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• Yacht racers at Hessel are

preparing to host a regatta for

sailors from several states.
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Station St. Ignace 

welcomes Decker in Change 

of Command ceremony.
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Inside... Hughey Is Lilac Parade M
arshal

Questions Linger; City

Delays Claiming Tower

Quilters’Art Is Focus at Pickford

Heckman To
Lead Road

Commission

First Car Show of Summer Is This W
eekend at St. Ignace

John Hillock (right) sells raffle tickets to Bev Nayback at the

entrance to the Pickford Historical Society Quilt Show Saturday,

June 14. Arliss Fountain is seated in the background. All are Pickford

residents. The winning ticket holder will receive the quilt pictured

between M
rs. Nayback and M

r. Hillock, a sampler quilt stitched by

volunteers as a fundraiser for the Historical Society. Each square

represents an individual quilt pattern, and is named and auto-

graphed by the maker. 

At left: In his 36th

consecutive year of lead-

ing M
ackinac Island’s

annual Lilac Festival

Parade Sunday, June 15,

Donald “Duck” Andress

proudly displays his

Native American regalia

and American flag.

Behind him are fellow

tribal members Carl

Andress, Tony M
iron,

and John Perrault, who

finished the parade on

foot after his horse

became skittish.

By Ryan Schlehuber

It was at least 30 years since

Bob Hughey last enjoyed M
ack-

inac 
Island’s 

Lilac 
Festival

parade, but last Sunday, June 15,

he was featured in it as the grand

marshal.
M

r. Hughey, who now resides

in St. Ignace with his wife, Pat,

has a storied past on M
ackinac

Island, beginning in 1943, when,

at 17, he arrived from Boyne City

with only $7 in his pocket and

high hopes of finding a job. He

was soon the night watchman at

Grand Hotel, and the hotel pro-

vided him with a room at the

W
illiam Backhouse Astor cottage

on Cadotte Avenue.

“It was the most beautiful

room I’ve ever stayed in,” said

M
r. Hughey, now 82. “I thought

they made a mistake, that’s how

nice it was.”

He 
opened 

Little 
Bob’s

Restaurant on Astor Street in

October 1948. It boasted dollar

dinners, fast service, and “W
orld

Famous Key Lime Pies.”

The restaurant was a landmark

on M
ackinac Island for nearly 50

years, closing in 1994.

“That 
restaurant 

is 
badly

missed,” said Jeannette Doud,

local historian and correspondent

for The St. Ignace News. “M
any

families still come to the Island

and look for it. It was such a won-

derful place.”Bob Hughey also owned the

Captain’s Table restaurant, on the

corner of Astor and M
ain, now

the site of M
ay’s Fudge, and

operated the Fort M
ackinac Tea

Room.
He was one of the few spon-

sors of the inaugural Lilac Day

Parade in 1949, when there were

only a few floats, two bands, and

no more than 200 visitors to

watch it. His float included his

brother, Donald, dressed in loin-

cloth, moccasins, and a western

Indian chief’s headdress, accom-

panied by three Indians on a blan-

ket, and a deer hide fastened to

poles. The float received first

place, he said.
He attributes the Island’s tradi-

tional event to Evangilene “Ling”

Horn, a childhood friend.

“She lived her whole life on

M
ackinac Island and conceived

the idea [of a celebration of

lilacs] when she was a very

young girl,” M
r. Hughey wrote

in a Letter to the Editor in the

Town Crier last July.

Because of family responsi-

bilities, M
rs. Horn appealed to

This 1929 Hudson Dual Cowl Phaeton convertible will be one of

the featured convertibles on display for the 12th Annual Antiques on

the Bay show in St. Ignace Saturday, June 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission to the show is free of charge. The display will follow an

antique car procession over the M
ackinac Bridge from M

ackinaw

City to St. Ignace Friday at 4:30 p.m. (Photograph courtesy of Nostal-

gia Productions)

By Karen Gould

W
ith no warranty agreement and

lingering questions over the Ever-

green Shores water tower, the St.

Ignace City Council unanimously

agreed to postpone accepting own-

ership of the structure during its

M
onday, June 16, meeting. Any

decision regarding the structure now

will wait until Council meets again

July 7. Council members say they

will seek a five-year warranty for

the tower and may require a surety

bond.

The tower cracked in a M
arch

2007 storm, after it had been raised

26 feet by Pittsburgh Tank and Tow-

er.

The city's consultant in the mat-

ter, Dixon Engineering of Lake

Odessa, gave its report M
onday

night on why the tower failed, stat-

ing that stiffeners were improperly

installed. The tower has since been

repaired, but since Pittsburgh’s ele-

vated tank division has since been

purchased by Phoenix Fabricators

and Erectors, the city should be

careful about which company it

wants to warrant the extension, said

Dixon Engineering’s president, Bill

Dixon, who attended the meeting

M
onday.

City attorney Prentiss  Brown, Jr.

was asked to clarify which company

should provide the warranty.

The $80,000 extension to the

city’s water tower was paid for by

the Sault Ste. M
arie Tribe of

Chippewa Indians so as to provide

service to its M
ackinac Trail hotel,

casino, and housing development.

Les Therrian, director of the

Department of Public W
orks, told

council he had expected to receive a

warranty agreement as late as M
on-

day 
afternoon, 

but 
none 

was

received.
Council 

briefly 
considered

accepting the tower contingent on

the receipt of a three-year to five-

year warranty. Councilmen Paul

Fullerton and W
illie LaLonde

questioned accepting the tower

without seeing the warranty.

A
one-year warranty would nor-

mally be acceptable, but M
r. Dixon

said this is an extraordinary situa-

tion and an extended warranty is a

reasonable request under the cir-

cumstances. A
warranty usually

begins when a tank is operational,

which would have been in M
arch

when the tank was filled with water.

At left: One of the exhibitions

at the Pickford Historical Soci-

ety’s June 13 and June 14 quilt

show was this creation by Verna

Zwolinski of Pickford, a self-

taught quilter who never took a

quilting class, and drew her

own, freehand pattern tem-

plates on cardboard and plastic

lids from food containers. Fami-

ly members estimate she made

more than 200 quilts between

the ages of 57 and 65. 

By Amy Polk

Dirk Heckman was selected as

the new engineer/manager at the

M
ackinac County Road Commis-

sion Tuesday, June 10. He will

replace Karrie Abbitt, who held the

position less than a year, and his

start date is undetermined at this

time. M
r. Heckman now works in a

similar position at the Chippewa

County Road Commission, and the

M
ackinac 

County 
board 

was

unsure when his contract would

release him. Commissioner Lester

Livermore estimated it could be a

month or more before he can start

working for the M
ackinac County

Road Commission. 

M
r. Heckman was one of four

people who submitted applications,

and one of only two qualified for

the position by applying for the

engineer/manager 
job. 

Of 
the

remaining two candidates, one

applied as an engineer only and one

applied as a manager only. M
r.

Heckman is a LaSalle High School

graduate and now lives in St.

Ignace Township. Commissioners

are working on a contract and

salary to offer M
r. Heckman.

M
ichigan Department of Trans-

portation (M
DOT) has slashed its

summer 
maintenance 

budget,

blaming what it calls a severe win-

ter and higher snow removal costs

for less available money for sum-

mer 
maintenance. 

M
DOT

cut

$11,800 from the maintenance

budget and will not clean ditches

this year. M
DOT

will mow only

once along state routes this year,

since the grass cutting and weed

control fund was cut by more than

half, from $7,565 to $3,565.

County 
Road 

Commission

Chairman Frank Luepnitz read the

list of changes aloud during the

meeting, including a $2,100 reduc-

tion in tree and shrub removal

funding and a $446 reduction (from

$500) for preventive maintenance.

There is no funding for several oth-

er areas like drainage and backs-

lope work, bridge structure mainte-

nance, bridge signs, traffic signal

maintenance, and pavement mark-

ing.

Tree and shrub removal has

been reduced to downed trees and

stumps only, and only when they

By Amy Polk

Clark Township Planning Com-

mission gave Andrew M
cM

illan

permission to build an oversized

boat shelter on his M
arquette

Island lot Tuesday, June 10. Illus-

trating why some property owners

seek larger boathouses in the Les

Cheneaux Islands, M
r. M

cM
illan

said the 1,030-foot, open-sided

structure is necessary to provide

shelter for two antique Chris Craft

boats that should not be exposed to

the elements. One is an all-origi-

nal, 26-foot, 1930 Chris Craft run-

about. 
The project includes placing

the shelter inside a large, existing

boat slip on the property, removing

an 85-foot section of dock along-

side the slip, leaving a 25-foot sec-

tion, and rebuilding a crib dock,

angled to protect the slip.  

M
r. M

cM
illan said historic

accounts of the property describe a

100-foot-long boathouse at the site

before it was destroyed by a fire,

so the structure he wants to build

“is much less square footage than

the original.”The boathouse will be 30.6 feet

by 32 feet in size and 14 feet tall

from the dock. The zoning ordi-

nance allows only 1,000 square

feet for properties with 201 to 500

feet of water frontage. M
r. M

cM
il-

lan believes his property has about

350 to 400 feet of frontage, but

measurement turned in with the

project differed from that, noted

Zoning and Building Administra-

tor Frank Sims, prompting com-

missioners to ask for a verified fig-

ure.

The planning commission also

asked that the boat shelter be fitted

with decorative elements and be

more appealing and required M
r.

M
cM

illan to turn in elevation

drawings for a site plan review.

Three commissioners will review

the plans, which are a stipulation

for issuing the building permit. 

Contractor 
M

ike 
M

cM
aken

said he and M
r. M

cM
illan had

already discussed design enhance-

ments for the boathouse, which he

said will have shingles and a

gabled roof and will match the

house in color. 
Commissioner John Grenier’s

motion to approve the boathouse

included the rationale that the

structure is not intruding into the

waterway because it will be

behind a breakwall, that it is close

to the shore, and that there will be

no habitation in the structure.

Commissioners M
ike M

iller

and Steve Honnila will represent

the planning commission at the

Saturday, June 28, annual meeting

at 10 a.m., where they will explain

the master plan and zoning ordi-

nance revision process. 

Hired To Replace Abbitt

Bob Hughey, grand

marshal for the 59th

annual Lilac Festival

Parade.

Oversized Boathouse Gets OK at Clark Twp.
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Crowd Appreciation Sets St. Ignace Show Apart From Others, Truckers Say
Trucks: From page 1

Ike Van of McBain sits on his 1933 Chevrolet truck, which he
turned into a replica of the truck used in the "Beverly Hillbillies"
television show. Mr. Van brought the truck, which is covered with
various antique items ranging from a washboard to a metal urinal,
to the St. Ignace truck show this year to make people smile, he said.

St. Ignace Mayor Paul Grondin (from left) truck show guest of
honor Alex Debogorski, and show organizer Ed Reavie pose
Thursday, September 17, during the trucker reception at Little Bear
East Arena.

Burt and Marilyn Phenicie pose with their 1948 Dodge. The truck
was originally used to haul coal in Pennsylvania, and Mr. Phenicie, a
retired truck driver, bought it in 2002, took it apart piece by piece,
and rebuilt it.

Doug Scholten and Jeremy
Hassevoort of Holland, Mich-
igan, pose with their families
and two trucks, which won Best
of Show Working Bobtail and
Best of Show Working Combo
awards during the Richard
Crane Memorial Truck Show.
Mr. Scholten's 2010 Peterbilt
took the bobtail award and Mr.
Hassevoort's 1986 Peterbilt took
the combo award, which he also
won at the 2008 and 2007 shows.
Both trucks are operated for
Rabbit River Transport of
Zeeland.

Turn to page 14: Trucks


