
be awarded for the "most tacky"
decorated entries after the parade.

At 5:15 p.m. a community
blessing with Santa Claus will
begin at the community Christmas
tree, at the corner of Nicolet Street
and Central Avenue. Carols will be
sung. 

At 5:30 p.m. Mackinaw
Outfitters will offer cookies, cof-

fee, and hot chocolate. Children
can make crafts, and prizes will be
awarded for the  parade.

McGulpin Point Lighthouse
will open for tours Saturday,
December 5, from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. and Sunday, December 6,
from noon to 4 p.m. Admission for
the tours is free.

Several other community
events in Mackinaw City are
planned in December. Mackinaw

City Public Schools will host a
Christmas concert at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 10.

The Community Cantata Choir,
comprised of singers from church-
es in Mackinaw City, will perform
at the Church of the Straits on
North Huron Avenue Sunday,
December 13, at 2 p.m. The pro-
gram will begin with songs from
the Northmen Gospel Singers. The
singers will perform several songs,
including "Star of Glory," "Bring a
Torch," "Villancio," and "On
Christmas Night All Christians
Sing." The cantata will follow.

Judy Churchill, church secretary,
said the program is a series of
songs telling the Christmas story
of Jesus Christ. The performance
is free and open to the public.

The Mackinaw City Bible
Church will offer its annual
Christmas program Sunday,
December 20, at 6 p.m. The
Reverend Reid Nelson said the
theme of the program will be "The
Light of the World," and will fea-
ture Christmas carols, poems, and
scripture. Refreshments will be
served. The program is free and
open to the public.
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SCHMIDT REALTORS®

Visit cbgreatlakes.com for all our property listings

ST. IGNACE
643-8525

NAUBINWAY

477-6221

CEDARVILLE
484-3945

DRUMMOND 
ISLAND

493-1008

With 
Coldwell Banker, 

You Will Be 
Sure To Make 

The Right Move!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

THE MACKINAC PROPERTIES TEAM
REAL ESTATE and VACATION HOMES 

226 N. State, St. Ignace 
Phone: (906) 643-9242

Cheryl Schlehuber, GRI, ABR, SRES, e-PRO
REALTOR®/Broker/Owner

Serving the Straits of Mackinac and the surrounding area.

E-mail us at Info@MackinacProperties.com

www.MackinacProperties.com

GREAT NEWS! THE GOVERNMENT HAS JUST EXTENDED & EXPANDED TAX CREDITS

FOR HOME BUYERS - AND NOT JUST THOSE BUYING FOR THE FIRST TIME.

650 Church Street, 
St. Ignace 

4+ acre 
development site in 

city limits  #222162

240 Truckey Street,
St. Ignace 

Well maintained 
2 bedroom home near
downtown  #257356

SSOOLLDD!! SSOOLLDD!!

Recently Foreclosed, 
Special Financing Available

Any Credit, Any Income

View of Lake Michigan, 27 unit hotel 
with outdoor pool and 2 bedroom living quarters

4524 US 2 West, Brevort  $499,825

Visit www.roselandco.com/8BZ
Drive by, then call (866) 487-5738

Robbie Simonsen
484-2852

Peggy Hill
647-3391

Sandra Coady
259-1040

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

9909 E. M-48, STALWART - Remodeled farm house on
27 acres just 12 miles from Pickford. 5 bedrooms, 2 baths,
wood shed, guest house, 2 large carriage houses, barn
with horse stalls, detached garage and other outbuildings.
Move-in condition. A few finishing touches will make this
house YOUR home. A must see!  #09-733 $139,900

1015 N. DIVISION STREET, DETOUR - This
home is in MOVE-IN condition with newer furnace,
3 bedrooms and 1 bath. Very cozy! Good location
with large deck and fireplace. Owners are ready to
make their move...are you?  #09-625  $84,900

11156 W. FOUR PONDS ROAD, RUDYARD - 130 Acres of Hunting Property! This
secluded property is nicely wooded with the Pine River running through the east side.
Good property for hunting or other recreational activities.  #09-473  $78,000

SAULT STE. MARIE OFFICE

3291 I-75 Business Spur 

(906) 632-9696 

1-800-554-0511

Email: info@smith-company.com“For All of Your Real Estate Needs Across the Eastern Upper Peninsula”

McPhee’s Original Mail Order...

325 Graham Avenue
St. Ignace    (906) 643-8970

• 45 Years Experience •

We send our FRESH BALSAM & PINE 
WREATHS all over the USA.

24” to 28” Wreaths all decorated with
frosted cone berries, velvet bow and
shipped with a Christmas Card...... 

$3400

great
gift

INCLUDING SHIPPING

115 Elliott Street, St. Ignace
(906) 643-9595

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

24 Hour Emergency Service
After Hours Call 
(906) 643-0231

LICENSED
• Plumbing
• Heating

• Cooling Contractor

More than 60 years
combined experience

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Master Plumber
License #6078

PLUMBING 
HEATING  & COOLING

WEIR FLOORING CENTER 
& CARPET MART

531 Gros Cap   906-635-1026  Sault Ste. Marie
MON: 9:30-4:30  TUE-FRI: 9:30-5:30  SAT: 9-3

3/4” solid oak BLOWOUT PRICE! ... $3.59 sq ft

engineered oak .................... $2.75 sq ft
WHILE QUANTITIES LAST! HURRY IN!

SPECIAL PURCHASE PRICE
ON HARDWOOD FLOORING!!!

Weir Flooring Center

& Carpet Mart
Located across from Weir Furniture

real porcelain. real fast. real easy.

Do it yourself in a day! Good on all types of floors! Less expensive, faster and reliable!

Beautiful Selection of Canadian
Balsam Christmas Trees

$25.00
Each

The FeedThe Feed StationStation
1 Mile West of the Bridge, US-2 • ST. IGNACE • 643-6411

Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. • Sunday By Chance

the DDA director's salary, an
increase from $32,370 in 2009 to
$33,340 in 2010, although Mrs.
Evashevski is given the same raise
or pay cut given to other depart-
ment heads. She works 30 hours a
week. 

The City of St. Ignace is await-
ing the end of employee contract
negotiations scheduled in
December before it approves any
final salaries and wages for the
upcoming year. According to the
city's charter, a budget for 2010
must be in place by December 31,
2009 . In the last contract, employ-
ees received 3% raises annually.

Budget Revised
DDA members approved a

transfer of $10,000 to the city's
marina in 2009 instead of 2010,
but further insight into the marina's
end-of-the-year finances have
proved that transfer unnecessary.

During the meeting, members
approved the elimination of
$10,000 budgeted in 2010 for
transfer to help the city's marina
pay off its current debt of
$795,000. Instead, the DDA decid-
ed to give the money to the marina
before the end of the year, at the
marina director's request.

Mr. Elmer asked that the DDA
transfer $10,000 to the marina
before the end of 2009, which he
said will assure that the marina
ends the year in the black, a
requirement the marina must meet
before it can be considered for
refinancing its bonds .

The current interest rate, which
is set at about 6%, could be as low
as 4% if the debt is refinanced
now, Mr. Elmer said.

"I feel that I'll be in the black at
the end of the year, but I'm not cer-
tain," Mr. Elmer said November 13
. "We are exploring the possibility
of re-bonding at a lower interest
rate. You can't start the re-bonding
process if you are in the red." 

Mayor Paul Grondin initially
questioned drawing from the
DDA's cash balance for the mari-
na, and reminded board members
that the city's financial situation
may actually be worse in 2011. He
asked Mrs. Evashevski how much
cash balance the DDA has histori-
cally held.

In the past, this balance has
hovered around $50,000, Mrs.
Evashevski said, although the
$31,730 at the end of 2010 would
be nearly 15% of the total budget.

In October 2008, the DDA
agreed to contribute $30,000 to

help pay the marina's debt over the
next three years. After a total of
$20,000 is transferred to the mari-
na in 2009, the DDA plans to
transfer no money in 2010, and
transfer the remaining $10,000 to
the marina in 2011. This remaining
$10,000 transfer would need to be
approved by the DDA in 2011.

2009 Transfer Unnecessary
After looking more closely at

end-of-the-year bills, Mr. Elmer
told The St. Ignace News Monday,
November 30, he will likely have
about $10,000 extra at the end of
the year, assuming the transfer of
$10,000 from the DDA budget is
not made before the end of the
year.

The first $10,000 transfer was
made at the beginning of 2009,
which means without that assis-
tance the marina would have
ended 2009 very close to breaking
even. The marina was recently
required to file a deficit elimina-
tion plan  with the State of
Michigan, in which the marina
plans to eliminate its yearly deficit
by 2013.

If the marina does end the year
in the black, the DDA will not
need to transfer the $10,000 in
2009, and will instead pay the
amount out to the marina in next

year's budget. After the final pay-
ment of $10,000 in 2011, the full
$30,000 the DDA promised the
marina in 2008 will have been
paid, and board members will
decide if the DDA will provide any
further support to the marina. 

Mrs. Evashevski said the mari-
na is crucial to  downtown St.
Ignace, and acknowledged that the
financial stability of the marina is
a primary concern to the DDA.

"Obviously, the marina is very
important to our downtown dis-
trict," she said. "We have other
commitments, ourselves, but it's
definitely something the DDA is
interested in, making sure it is
operational and continues drawing
boaters to our community." 

The largest determinants  of the
marina's financial success in the
2010 season, Mr. Elmer said, will
be the cost of fuel and the weather,
both of which can strongly affect
the number of boaters who visit St.
Ignace.

The St. Ignace DDA meets at 8
a.m. on the second Friday of each
month, and its meetings are open
to the public. The next scheduled
meeting is at 8 a.m. Friday,
December 11. All meetings are  in
City Council chambers in St.
Ignace City Hall.

Marina Stability Crucial to Downtown District, Evashevski Says

Parade, Lighthouse Tours To Be Featured in Mackinaw City

DDA: From page 1

Tinsel Town: From page 1

the city," he said. "So far, these
four events have pretty much fund-
ed themselves through entry fees."

Local Volunteers Needed
A need for the winter festival,

organizers said, and indeed for all
community events year-around, is
a stronger volunteer base. Mr.
Sposito said they need both work-
ers and leaders, but he thinks some
who could help don't realize that
much of what needs to be done
takes little or no special skills or
training.

"Most of the volunteers we
have right now are really maxed
out," Mr. Sposito said. "I think
there are maybe a lot of people
who could help but are afraid or
don't know what they can offer."

Volunteers who would be will-
ing to take charge of one event,
like the snow softball tournament
or the ice chip golf cart contest,
would be particularly appreciated,
organizers said. The Special
Events Committee is also consid-
ering assigning one of its members
the task of tracking down and sign-
ing up such volunteers.

Anyone who wants to con-
tribute time or ideas is welcome to
join the Special Events Committee
for its monthly meetings and may
join the committee simply by vol-
unteering, Mr. Sposito said.

"We are always interested in
anybody's ideas," he said. "The
more we can get involved in this,
the merrier."

The Special Events Committee
generally meets at 4 p.m. on the
first Thursday of each month at the
Mackinac Grille restaurant, and
anyone interested in attending may
call Mark Sposito at 643-7482 ,
the  Chamber of Commerce at

643-8717, or the Visitors Bureau at
643-6950 to confirm the meeting
times or to get more information.

Promotional Campaign
The Special Events Committee

is considering doing away with
asking businesses to sponsor indi-
vidual events this year, hoping
they will use that money instead to
invest in a television campaign,
Mr. Sposito said.

The local television advertising
campaign, similar to one pur-
chased for summer events this
year, will promote the events in
the six to eight weeks leading up
to the final activity, the golf
scramble on the ice of Moran Bay
March 6. This July and August,
the St. Ignace Chamber of
Commerce paid $475 for 248, 30-
second ads spread over two
months. The ads consisted of pic-
tures and text promoting local
events and attractions  

For winter advertising, the
group plans a standard beginning
and end for the ads that will pro-
mote a visit to St. Ignace, and
insert specific information about
events and businesses in between.

The Special Events Committee
is asking  local businesses to buy
into the campaign and advertise
their own business and any spe-
cials they may offer during the
events.

"We are looking for the busi-
nesses to be part of this and to
grow with the events," said Mr.
Sposito. 

Mrs. Peterson said the group
would like to start running the
advertisements the first week of
January, although some work still
needs to be done to finalize the
campaign and coordinate with
businesses.

Sports Weekends Will Be
Promoted as ‘Winter Fest’
Winter: From page 9

Families of volunteers met
across the Eastern Upper
Peninsula Saturday, November 21,
for United Way's Family Volunteer
Day. The groups in St. Ignace,
Newberry, and Sault Ste. Marie
together packed 129 food baskets
for needy families in the region.

About 75 volunteers took part
in the volunteer day across the
EUP, and food donations were col-

lected from residents in the three
communities. Volunteers stood
outside local supermarkets with
lists of needed donations, and
shoppers donated by picking up
items on that list along with their
regular groceries.

The food baskets were given to
local families in need of a meal
this Thanksgiving and included a
gift card to purchase a turkey.

129 Thanksgiving Food Baskets Packed

Dinner Will Benefit Cedarville Band
The Cedarville High School

Band will have a spaghetti dinner
Friday, December 11, from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. at the school in Cedarville to

raise funds for the band’s trip to
New York in the summer of 2010.
The cost is $6 for adults, and $3 for
children ages 10 and younger.


