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St. Ignace Author Completes Mackinac Island Counting Book for Toddlers

Combines Interests
in Nature, Island,
Teaching in the Process

By Mark Tower

Jennifer Powell of St. Ignace
has combined her passions for art,
children, teaching, and nature to
create a book for toddlers set on
Mackinac Island.

The former elementary school
teacher got feedback on the writing
process from her two sons, ages 3
and 7, and said she learned that
writing a good book involves a lot
of research and forethought.

The book is sized for small
hands, teaches young children
through art, rhyming, and count-
ing, and includes facts about
Mackinac Island. Mrs. Powell
said she drew from her language
arts background, teaching experi-
ence, and her experience as a
mother.

"Even with that, I still had to
take classes to write this book,"
she said. "It's a lot more difficult
than people may think."

The artwork, which Mrs.
Powell did herself, uses cut and
torn pieces of paper to bring her
words to life. As both author and
illustrator, she said she learned a
lot about making a book in the
process.

"I do everything from getting
the copyright to making sure the
books get shipped on time," Mrs.
Powell said of her self-publishing
venture.

She began the project when she
saw an opportunity for a Mac-
kinac Island book geared specifi-
cally for small children.

"It is a great promotional piece
for Michigan," she said. "Writing
about the area was a natural fit. I
wanted to put something mean-
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Kincheloe Vehicle Is Stolen, Abandoned Near Correctional Facility

A blue 2009 Nissan was stolen was found stuck and abandoned
Sunday, November 8, at 8§ a.m. near the bunkers north of Kinross
from a residence on Windamere Correctional Facility. The vehicle

Drive in Kincheloe. The vehicle was damaged during this incident.

( How About Custom Christmas Cards
or Letters This Year?

Anyone with information may
call Crime Stoppers at (800) 465- could earn a $1,000 reward.
7867. Callers may remain anony-

Happy Call The St. lgnace News
Holidays Print Shop
\ - (906) 643-9150 )
OPEN Mon. - Sat. at 7 a.m.
'E TIE ' Sunday at 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Breakfast Only
Hand Dipped Ice Cream

Malts & Shakes

Call for take-out orders

f 643-7910
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Downtown St. Ignace Gift Certificates Available

Now Taking Orders For Holiday Pies!

FRI, DEC. 3 Baked Ham, Mashed Potatoes & Vegetable 6%
FRI, DEC. 4 New York Strip Steak, French Fries 57%
MON, DEC. 7 Lasagna, Garlic Toast & Vegetable 6%
TUE, DEC. 8 B-N-L Casserole 6%
WED,DEC.9  Corned Beef Cabbage 6%

JntheSpiril of Giving..
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These Special Rates are Available
through the End of the Yearl
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Rudyard Engzadine Paradise Plekford
4784281 47m.eo3z ADR-3IS5 647-8111

“Right for YOI~

MNewberry 2935117
Toll-free (200) $T5-5117
Fang-(Shi) 2033074
WWW. lacumicom

*Equal Housing Lender. NCUA Insured
Some Restrictions May Apply

mous and tips leading to an arrest

At left: Jennifer Powell, a St.
Ignace resident who has been
visiting Mackinac Island for
many years, shows off some of
the artwork included in her first
book, "What I Saw on
Mackinac," a counting book for
toddlers centered around the
Island. Mrs. Powell created the
art, which consists entirely of
cut and torn paper. She is plan-
ning an open house and book
release celebration from 6:30
pm. to 8 p.m. Thursday,
December 10, at the St. Ignace
Public Library.

ingful out there for the toddlers
being missed in the market."

She holds a bachelor's degree
in education from Michigan State
University and a master's degree
in educational leadership from
Eastern Michigan University and
taught at St. Ignace Area Schools.
Fifteen years of teaching experi-
ence, she said, enabled her to see
the good and bad in the children's
book market.

"My background allowed me
to see a lot of the books over the
years," she said. "Some of them
were just not quite appropriate for
children."

Her love for Mackinac Island
stems from the summers she spent
there each year since she was in
college.

"It is my second home over

there now," Mrs. Powell said.

She and her husband, Mike,
and their two sons have been full-
time residents of Mackinac
County for 10 years.

The book is available at local
and regional book stores and will
be available next summer on
Mackinac Island.

Island Mayor Margaret Doud
writes on the back cover that the
book is a "fun and lively learning
tool."

Mrs. Powell will host an open
house and book release celebra-
tion from 6:30 p.m. to 8§ p.m.
Thursday, December 10, at the St.
Ignace Public Library.

Trout Lake
Lutheran Church

Missouri Synod

Everyone is welcome to
_Jjoin our worship service
at Christ Chapel
located on Front Street
in Trout Lake
Sundays at 5:00 p.m.

(906) 569-3826
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Ready For Winter?

v’ Anti-Freeze
v’ Mufflers

(next to Post Office in Rudyard)
478-5331

Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Is Your Car

See the pros for...

v Engine Heaters
v/ Tune-up
v Batteries

Shell Holiday Gift Cards will delight anyone who gets them this season. They're accepted
at tha more than 14,000 Shell locations nationwide and available in $25, $50, and $100
denominations, so they fit any budget. Perfect for family members, co-workers, and anyone
you care aboul. Get your Shell Holiday Gift Cards while supplies last at your lacal Shell
location, or buy them online at www.shellgiftcard.com, Get the most out of every drop.”

West US-2 Shell

W98 West US-2 e St. Ignace, Mi
(906) 643-9260




